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A'i t8Wf.y from Greenland's Icsy JCcr.a-
"a to IiitUc-'a Cora: Strenu. Comee 

cUe C C- or.s News 

That Jamestov.-u ID tbo Gateway Ciey to 
the Riches 1 Valley in the 

•' ' liand. 

Stutsman County Unparalleled s.a Regards 
Pure Water, Fiuo Soil, Climate, Loca

tion and Good Markets. 

Educational-Facilities and Society Unsur
passed and All are Welcome Who 

Hay Choose to Come. 

Description of tUs Now Bank Building, the 
FLiest in tha >1 or tn west—The 

Calico Ball. 

The James jo-nr-i Ya.d billed With Ninety 
Cars Loaded vV • ca Goods Tor ^ae 

James Sivsr Valley. 

Ths James and e s e m  Rivers Sis log1 

and One Bridge Carried 
Away. 

Important Considerations. 
The intelligent immigrant in selecting 

his future home, is always governed by 
other considerations than the quality of 
soil or it# productiveness. lie recognizes 
the fact that these should not be the 
only tests in pacing judgment upon the 
claims of dill'erent sections; that the 
questions of good markets, pure water, 
invigorating climate, cheap mono}-, ex
cellent schools, relined society, and all 
the moral and religious influences of an 
enlightened civilization should ever be 
kept in full view in determining such 
matters. It is owing to this fact that 
different countries possessing the same 
soil, climate, and market opportunities 
•how great diil'erenees in the .value of 
lands, and in all that goes to make civili
zation preferable lo barbarism. It is the 
old story of " like seeking like; " in one 
case intelligence Jias attracted intelli
gence, in the other ignorance and its sis
ter illiberahty :iave drawn kindred spirits 
Around them; on the one bund arc to be 
seen the blessings and comforts of civili
zation ; on the oilier the mere necessaries 
of life. 

Stutsman county presents her claims 
for the consideration of intelligent immi
grants, with full confidence in the ver
dict. 

80II- AMD LOCATION. 
First, she challenges any county in 

Dakota to show richer land, or soil that 
can be tilled vvitli less labor and expense. 
Situated in the very heart of the golden 
James Kiver vaiiuy, and near the great 
coal fields of Dakota, she is 36x40 miles 
in size, and contains 1,105,920 acres, 
nineteeii-twentieLiia of which are suitable 
for cultivation and pasturage. The coun
ty is drained by four large streams, three 
of wkicli have banks timbered with varie
ties of hard wood, and several beautiful 
lakes fringed with trees. Both streams 
and lakes abound in tisli of an excellent 
quality. The land throughout the county, 
except in the river bottoms, is gently roll
ing and consists of a rich surface soil 
underlaid with a rich subsoil. 

WATEK AMD CLIMATE. 
Settlers can count upon obtaining here 
pure and sweet water. While much 
lault has been found with, the water of 
some portions of Dakota, and much sick
ness attributed to its use, no such com
plaint has ever been made against our 
county. It is only necessary to dig to the 
depth of 20 to 40 feet to find the pure 
article. The topography of the country 
is such that the draiuage is excellent, and 
no ague is ever heard of. The climate 
ranks among the inost salubrious in the 
northwest. 

GOOD MARKETS. 
Our markets will always be among the 
very best in Dakoia. The Northern Pa
cific railway crosses the county from east 
to west, giving direct communication to 
all points between the great lakes and the 
Pacific ocean, while the railoads that are 
now racing to reach Jamestown from the 
south, and the one now being built to the 
Mouse river, will give us our choice of 
markets and all the advantages to be de
rived from competition in freights. All 
admit that Jamestown, the county seat, 
and situated in tin? center of the count}', 
is destined to become a great railroad cen
ter and a prosperous city. Farmers can 
always find m this town extensive stocks 
of goods from winch to make selections, 
and can always secure the highest prices 
for ail farm products. 

CHEAP MONEY. 
Hpst settlers, sooner or later, find them
selves under the the necessity of borrow
ing money, and, in most new settlements, 
are at the mercy of Shy locks, who manage 
to receive exliorbitaut interest, Realizing 
the inestimable advantages resulting to a 
country from cheap and abundant money, 
our enterprising citizens have established 
a private and two national banks, with a 
capital of over $l.i0,ol'!>. and parties wuli 
good security can always rCieive loans at 
reasonable rates of interest. In this re
spect there is no county iu Dakota ii.it 
oilers equal inducements to settlers. 

GOOD SOCIETY. 
Our most bitter rivals concede the super
ior class of people who have cast their 
lot in Stutsman county. They are known 
far ana near for their interest and pride 
inchurehcs, schools, and all the advanced 
ideas of modern civilization.. Parents 
oesiring to surround their children with 
wholesome moral restraints and to reap 
th« iJenetit<3 of ^ood schools, may rest as
sured that in these respects our county 
will always be found .among the very 
forfimest.' The character of the settlers 
now here is a sufficient guarantee for 
this. 

While possessing a soil and climate 
equal to the best in Dakota, we do not, 
like many counties, base our claims for 
immigration upon "liese two items alone. 
W e oiler in addition pure water, good 
health, cheap money, excellent markets, 
good schools, good society, and all that 
goes to make luc enjoyaule. All we ask 
is a careful investigation of our claims by 
contrasting them with the inducements 
presented by other couuties. We want 
law-abiding, industrious men and women, 
and such only.Thousands ofacres of vacant 
government lands, of as rich soil as the 
sun ever shown upon, are still to be had 
within a reasonanle distance of James
town. Heal estate in Stutsman county 
is rapidly increasing in value, and these 
lands will soon make their owners inde
pendent. 

And last, but by no means least, we do 
sot expect aew vomers to exhaust their 

aoaie cash by prying hotel :.ates "or 
io}< (1 and 'odging tin*'] clamis a e 

seeu-et. and biiitLugs erected. We have 
ejected a large ouildingcapf ble o' accom
modating many tenants, ana rent r ooms to 
immigrant families at moderate " ate3. 
Immigrants find that a week or two is 
necessary to get settled on claims, and 
dur'ng this time the family must stop at 
hotels or boarding lioi.ses rt g erx ex
pense. To save tli's inconvenience and 
expense Jamestown offers an immigration 
building in which new settlers can boa d 
themselves and save needed money. The 
question of expense in getting settled on 
land is a vital item to most families, and 
is less is Stutsman than in any county in 
Dakota. 

A Dakota Bank Building. 
The plans and specifications indicate 

that the new banking house of the James 
Kiver National Bank will be, in external 
appearance and in internal finish and ar 
rangemcnt, the most substantial and at 
the same time elegant of any business 
house in Dakota, while its location on the 
most prominent corner of Jamestown, 
opposite the leading hotel and passenger 
depot, will make it the most noticeable 
ornament in the Capital City. The 
structure will be three stories high exclu
sive of a nine-foot basement, and will 
front twenty-five feet on Fifth Avenue, 
and extend eighty feet west on Slain 
street. Both street fronts will be of Ohio 
free-stone, covering solid brick walls. A 
valuable feature will be a tier of double 
vaults, extending from the basement and 
arranged for the use of occupants of the 
first and second floors. It is proposed to 
heat the entire building by steam, the 
rear of the basement being designed for 
t lie engine and boiler necessary therefor. 
The fuel rooms and closets will occupy 
the entire space under a ten-foot sidewalk 
extending 80 feet on Main street. The 
occupancy of the basement in front of the 
vault is not yet determined. 

The banking rooms will occupy the 
front fifty feet of the main floor, and will 
include a cashier's room, directors' par
lor, and the usual clerical accommoda
tions, while the rear thirty feet, with an 
entrance from Main street, will be occu
pied by the general and private officers of 
the real estate firm of E. P. Wells & Dud
ley. This floor will be wholly finished 
in natural wood, either oak or butternut 
in oil. 

The second floor will be divided into 
five office rooms, two suites of two rooms 
each, supplied with private vaults and 
every room having closets, the finish of 
the entire floor being white pine polished 
in oil. 

The division and occupancy of the 
third floor are as yet undetermined. 

The building, when completed, will be 
a credit, not only to our city, but also to 
Dakota. Long may the James ltiver 
National Bank prosper in its new and 
beautiful home. 

I ed by sn expe dience of several yen s ip 
I the Fust National Bank of Dubuque, la-, 
followed by six years serviCQ as Telle; n 
the Fi.st National Bank of Chicago. Tlu 
Janic ; rivet Nat.onal may consider i self 
for!unate .'.n 'j^cr.nng such a valuable c id 
experienced officcr, while Jamestown so
ciety is to be congratulated on this addi
tion to its circles. Mr. Blossom will lor 
tlie present ma^e his home at the Dakota 
House. 

F.'zuies Tell the Story. 
Perhaps one of the most excited men in 

Jamestown yesterday morning was P. M. 
Daly, agent of the N. P. R. R., at this 
point. The cause of Mr. Daly's excite
ment was the fact that when he got down 
to his office he found way-bills announc
ing the fact that there were standing on the 
side tracks between ninety and one hun
dred loaded cars destined for Jamestown 
which had arrived in the past twenty-four 
hours. These cars were loaded with stock, 
emigrants' moveables, merchandise,wood, 
coal; lumber, and in fact a general assort
ment of goods for a new and growing 
country. These cars filled the side tracks 
and kept an engine busy all day shifting 
them. At one time two freight trains 
were waiting on the hill east of town for a 
chance to get into town. Though cars 
were being unloaded all day but little 
headway was gained, and last night's ar
rivals must have brought tlie number of 
care up near one hundred again. In ad
dition to the cars for this place there were 
five cars loaded here, two for points west 
and three for the east. These figures 
must convince all that our boom is a gen
uine one and that it has set iu in earnest. 

The Immigration Society Sleeting. 
Quite an interesting meeting of the 

Immigration Society was held at the 
school house Saturday eve. The president, 
Mr. F. E. Jones, occupied the chair. 
About forty members were present. The 
building committee reported that the first 
section of 100 feet was finished, and 
that a second section would be completed 
soon,both to cost, altogether,nearly $1,500. 
Twelve hundred dollars have been sub
scribed; all paid in but a small amount, 
and it is expected that but little difficulty 
will be experienced in getting tlie bal
ance. The Northern Pacific Railroad 
company has leased 250x75 feet of the 
right of way on which the building has 
been put up. The lease calls for the oc
cupancy of the buildings solely by immi
grants, at raasonable rates, and also calls 
for the removal of the buildings on twen
ty days notice from the company. 

On motion the building committee was 
constituted a Board of Trustees with au
thority to carry on the business of the so
ciety. Mr. Klaus (member of the board) 
moved that the rates for rooms be fixed 
at 50 cents per day, $3 per week and $10 
per month, which was carried. People 
with families can thus be accommodated 
cheaply. A schedule of prices will be 
printed and posted conspicuously. A mo
tion to incorporate the society was carried 
and the treasurer and secretary were re
elected and their terms of office were 
made to continue one year from last even
ing. 

On parliamentary procedure the Hon. 
D M. Kelleher indulged in a pleasant tilt 
with the president, but the latter main
tained a dignified composure, did not lose 
his equipoise, and preserved his equanim
ity in the very agreeable manner which 
has characterised his course as presiding 
officer of the Society. 

The Lecture. 
The popularity of the talented and es

teemed pastor of the M. E. church, liev. 
W. L. Demorest, was evidenced by the 
large audience that filled every seat in 
his church'last Sabbath evening', to enjoy 
his lecture oil The School. Tlie discourse 
was an eloquent plea for a broad, cultur
ed and moral education, not only by pub
lic but by private schools. The reverend 
gentleman showed himself an ardent 
friend not only of the public schools sys
tem, which lie argued should be made 
more thorough and comprehensive to de
velop moral intelloi:tual giants and not 
mere parrots; that there was no danger 
of running to an extreme in school expen
ditures because there were always enough 
chronic croakers about high taxes to pre
vent this, and because the more money 
we put into our schools the less we would 
have to pay out for criminal and poor ex
penses. He recognized the three divisions 
of a true education, viz.: the physical, 
moral and intellectual, and justly claimed 
that an education lacking in any one of 
these essentials was deficient. 

The lecture was replete with pure ideas 
and excellent advice, and should have 
been listened tr by all patrons and teaeh-
ers in our midst. Such lectures can not 
fail to do great good, and we hope Mr. 
Demorest will continue his plan of Sun
day evening discourses so successfully in
augurated. 

A Youthful Traveler. 
There arrived on the passenger, tram 

from the east Saturday a boy about ten 
years of age bearing the name of Charles 
Albert Torrey. He said he had come 
from Madison, Ind., and had a father here 
who in the course of time was found. 
The little fellow had a basket upon which 
his name was written. The Argus man 
saw him in Fargo aud gave him the fol
lowing notice; A youthful traveler ar
rived in the city last night. His name is 
Albert Torrey, and he says he came all 
the way from Madison, lnd., on his own 
account; is only nine years old, but as 
bright and clever a little fellow as the Ar
gus reporter has yet interviewed. He 
says lie is going to Jcmestwon, where his 
f< ther, John Tcrrey, is engaged as silver
smith. This young man was charged 
fifty cents for a cot at a certain hotel, but 
saia he wouldn't pay full price for second 
class accommodations. 

High Water. 
The water in the James and Pipestem 

rivers are higher by a foot than at any 
time during the high water last spring. 
The bridge over the Pipestem near Mr. 
Hart's place was raised by the ice and 
Monday morning men were put to work 
saving as much of it as possible before it 
was washed away. Tins bridge was put 
in a year ago and was placed lower than 
the banks of the river. Last spring it was 
feared it would wash out, and was saved 
probably by placing a number of loads of 
stone on it. The bridge north of town is 
safe; the one near the railroad t.ack 
is also safe, but Monday afternoon the 
water was up to the stringers; the bridge 
near Klaus' mill is safe at present, but it 
is feared the ice which is in the mill pond 
may knock out some of the bents when it 
goes over. The dam is in good shape and 
shows no signs of weakening. Men have 
been at woi k raising the banks on either 
side to prevent the water from working 
around that way. The bridge by Mc-
Kechnie & Vennum's place was in posi
tion at 5 p. m. aud bids fair to stay. 
The rivers have risen quite suddenly 
caused by the thawing of the snow day 
and night. There is much snow north, 
near the heads of the rivers, and the 
water may not go down for several days. 
Beaver creek is reported over its banks 
and the bridge out of sight but whether it 
has gone or not is not known. A slight 
freeze will stop the rise, and the damage 
would be much lighter than it bids fair to 
be should the snow north continue to melt 
rapidly, 

The Argus. 
Good nature and go-aheadativeness arc 

noticeable traits of Fargo's Argus-eyed 
editor—the immaculate Maj. Edwards. 
In the second story of his large establish
ment he dictates editorial matter aud cor
respondence for the Argus and gives a 
fair share of attention to general business, 
to his friends aud to politics. The busi
ness of the Argus has grown amazingly 
during the past year, in line with Fargo's 
development, aud not only embraces the 
issuing of the foremost daily paper of the 
wheat country, but also covers a first-
class bindery and a lithographing depart
ment. Success to the major and to all 
his colleagues. 

The Calico Ball. 
All our merchants are getting in new 

goods, and their calicos come just in time 
as the ladies are making selections for 
Tony's ball, which occurs on April 10. It 
is to be a calico ball, that is, the ladies are 
expected to wear calico dresses and the 
gents calico ties, but there is to be no 
drawing of ties to secure partners. Prof. 
Anme and orchestra will be in attendance 
from Fargo, and Mrs. Pierce will furnish 
the refreshments. Tony gets up this 
party not for any money there may be in 
it for himself, but that the dancing part 
of the community may have a chance to 
enjoy themselves. \V"e have one of the 
finest halls in the Northwest, music will 
be fine, the supper excellent and every 
one should take it in. Tickets for the 
dance $2, and for the supper $1 per 
couple. 

Our School. 
The following is the record enrollment 

and average attendance of the Jamestown 
Public School for the seven months be
ginning September 5, 1881, and ending 
March 24, 18S2: 

EJJKOLLMEXT. 
Boys. Girls. Total. 

A room 44 46 90 
B room . 57 116 

Total .101 105 J*
 ' 

CT
. 

AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE. 

Bovs. Girls. Total. 
A room . 23 26 49 
B room . 17 46 

Total . 40 55 95 

Assistant Caehier Appplnted. 
At a meeting of the Directors of the 

James Biver National Bank last evening 
Mr. E. J. Blossom was appointed. Assist
ant Cashier of that thrifty institution. 
Mr. Blossom will bring to his n«w home 
asd position talent 9I a high order, ripeu-

Kind Words. 
The following letter from John Carvelh 

Esq., who is well known here, is so flat
tering that the Alert publishes it: 

MR. EDITOU—Enclosed 1 send you $1 
to renew my subscription to the Weekly 
Alert. The Aleit furnishes its readers 
more local news than any other j a per I 
ever read. You are doing good work for 
Jamestown and it is bearing, good lruit. 

Very truly yours, 
JOHN CAKVETH. 

Middleville, Micli., March 31. 

ltliAD ABOUT THE RICH 
And Much Talliet.-of Fertile Fields of 

North Dako.f, the Oasis of the 
World, 

As Described by the Able Fen of Wm. H. 
Dunne in a Leading Eastern 

Paper. 

A Correspondent Who Has Been Sojourn
ing in Winnipeg Tells Whj(%|hPre-

fers North DakOttU*tft^ 

Proceedings of the County Commissioners 
—Capital Hill Addition—Store 

Bide Track. 

Soil Sales this Wofik in Stutsman County 
Ii03m Up to the Satisfaction of all 

Concerned. 

Tax Payer Wants the Proceedings of the 
Village Trustees—Mr. Atkinson 

Explains. 

The Village Flection Passes off Quietly and 
the Old Dads are Retained—Im

portant Items. 

North Dakota's Golden Grain. 
Eastern Correspondence. 

What means this rush of immigration 
to North Dakota—this incoming of well-
informed, well-to-do people, mainly from 
the Northwestern States, but also from 
all parts of the Union, from Canada and 
from Great Britain? Why do we find 
doctors and lawyers, scientists and theo
logians; in short, professional and busi
ness men as well as farmers, enlisting in 
the ranks of North Dakota agricultural
ists? 

The cause is no secret to those who visit 
this great wheat producing district and 
see the results of its extensive farming 
operations. As men rushed to California 
for gold so do these seek the wealth pro
ducing golden grain—the bright, amber-
berried hard wheat which has made North 
Dakota famous and lias brought it into 
prominence—the natural outcome of suc
cessful work. 

Here grain raising is no more like what 
it was in the East than the electric light 
is like the old fashioned tallow candle. 
On a bonanza farm the proprietor is gen
eral, and his forces, divided into compa 
nics, under command, operate almost with 
the precision of military discipline. Even 
on small farms of live hundred to a thou
sand acres the same spirit of order und 
system prevails. 

Large farmers have so multiplied dur
ing the past'two years that I shall only 
reter to the most important developments 
of this season on the Northern Pacific, 
where, at Jamestown, Richard Sykes, of 
Stockport, Enirland, bought recently 
65,000 acres, and bis partner, an English
man named Walter J. Hughes, is on the 
ground preparing for work. Mr. Sykes 
also has heavy wheat fanning interests in 
Nortwestern Iowa. 

Thus the virgin soil of North Dakota is 
coining under the care of large operators, 
while thousands of half sections are being 
taken by new settlers on government land 
along the line. 

"As good as gold," "as good as 
wheat," are phrases synonymous, and 
wheat, always saleable, commands the at
tention here, although other crops have 
proved to be quite as profitable, aud the 
raising of sheep and stock have shown 
splendid results. 

I kuow from experience that wheat in 
the northern belt excels in quality 
that raised in Dakota south of the forty-
fifth parallel, and my travels through the 
Northwest confirm the opinion that North 
Dakota, east of the Missouri river will 
soon be well settled and will make sur
prisingly rapid progress in the near fu
ture. 

Towards this end it has a great advan
tage in that, tiie railroads have preceded 
the agricultural development, and now, 
with the wheat rage, people will con inue 
to rush in. 

It may seem peculiar that people are so 
anxious to raise "hard wheat," but any 
eastern grain merchant will admit that 
the "hard" variety brings ten percent, 
more than other wheats, for the particu
lar and important reason that it makes the 
highest grade of patent flour. 

Iu politics North Dakota is dccidedly 
llepuolican. Separation from the south
ern portion of the Territory is earnestly 
desiieri, and, in that event, active, ener
getic business men of Fargo, Jamestown, 
Bismarck, and other growng places in 
tlie Territory will develop into earnest 
politicians, and five years hence we shall 
find some of tlicm transformed into 
tatesmen and seeking State govern

ment. 
The interesting question to the wheat 

growers is: "Where will the capital be if 
division is secured?" Fargo, the largest 
applicant, wants it, but Fargo's location 
is like that of Yankton—not central. 
Bismark wants it, but is too far west of 
the centcr of population. Jamestown, 
which has grown amazingly during the 
past year, takes the matter quietly, feel 
ing confident that its location, in the 
centcr of the agricultural district, will 
bring it the coveted prize. Jamestown 
has good reasous for feeling confident. 
With a much needed land oflice at James
town, the splendid valley of the James 
river will soon be filled" with settlers. 
Even now the land within a radius of fif
teen miles of Jamestown is well settled. 
It is the outlining point for the Dsvil's 
Lake and Mouse River districts, and does 
a large business with Fort Totten. It is 
situated midway between Fargo and Bis
marck. 

The location of the capital depends at 
first upon where the governor takes his 
residence. It can afterwards be changed 
by a vote of the people. Should lie Visit 
Jamestown before locating he will not 
take long to decide favorably upon its eli-
gibilitv. 

The Northern Pacific railroad and the 
wheat growers have done wonders for the 
land of golden grain during the last few 
years, but during the next few years all 
previous efforts wiil be eclipsed and North 
Dakota, influential and wealthy, will seek 
her place in the sisterhood of States and 
will secure it, no matter what may then 
be the political preference of the majori-
tv. Wsr. H. DC>">E. 

of discharging their official duties in a 
proper manner. Neither the clerk of the 
school board nor the treasurer had their 
leports 011 hand, and, of course, no busi
ness could be transacted. Last year, it 
will be remembered, a great howl "was set 
up because the reports of the school board 
oiucials could not be obtained; and to 
make matters better the old treasurer was 
kicked out and a new one put in. Now 
the new treasurer appears to lie as back
ward as his predecessor was. The only 
business of importance transacted was the 
re-election of Titos. S. Collins as clerk of 
the school board for the ensuing year. 

Aftei all present had expressed their 
opinions freely upon matters of general 
interest, Mr. Foster moved that the meet
ing adjourn to meet one week from yes
terday at 9 a. m., at the court nouse; that 
the secretary and treasurer of the school 
board have there a complete report show
ing the condition of the school funds, and 
the amount necessary to run the school 
the ensuing year; also that the chair ap
point a committee of three to make in
quiry into and report such facts as will 
aid the meeting in taking such actiou as 
will be best for the ensuing year. 

The motion bsing seconded, L. Lyon, 
Anton Klaus, and ii. E. Wallace were 
appointed to serve as such committee. 

it is to be hoped that only one more 
meeting will be necessary and that the 
officials will come prepared to give all 
matters pertaining to their stewardship an 
intelligent showing up. 

The Village Election. 
The village election which occurred 

Tuesday afternoon was marked by good 
order and good nature 011 all sides. There 
were two tickets in the field headed re
spectively The Peoples' and The Village 
and one or two split tickets composed of 
names taken front both tickets. Up to 
Monday night it seemed as though the 
Peoples' ticket would have a walk away 
on the election but the opposition 
showed life at that time and the old dem
ocratic war horse, D. M. Kelleher, began 
to rustle, and though the Peoples' ticket 
was elected it was a close count or would 
have been had not an informality in the 
Village ticket caused the tlirowing out of 
the votes cast for the names on that ticket. 
This informality consisted in not specify
ing who should be president of the board, 
and voting for five candidates for the vil
lage council instead of trustees. There 
were 17G votes cast of which 76 wtre 
thrown out. Had these been counted 
Mr. Curtin would have been defeatsd by 
Mr. Geiseler, and the latter would also 
have been elected treasurer. Otherwise 
tho result would not have been changed. 

The board as composed at present con
sists of good men who have had experi
ence aud as they wiil not be hampered in 
starting out as was the board one year 
ago, the residents of Jamestown may ex
pect to see the village affairs move on 
harmoniously and satisfactorily. We ap
pend the result: 

President—J. T. Bush, 92; John Yen-' 
num, 9. 

Trustees—Lewis Lvon, 97; J. J. Roper, 
88; J. J.Flint, &5; L)avid Curtin, 80; 11. 
A. Geiseler, 17; John Vennum, 14; Henry 
Danner, 11; J. T. Bush, 7. 

Treasurer—H. J. Ott, 90; H. A. Geise
ler, 84. 

Clerk—W. W. Bill, 84; D. C. Flint, 85; 
J. A. Moore, 3. 

Justice—Anton Steinbach, 91; H. J. 
Ott, 80. 

Frank Trubshaw, ex-pressman on the 
Aleft, has gone to work in Suck & Hills, 

The Annual School Uoeting. 
As usual, the annual schwl meeting of 

yesterday resulted in a disgraceful fizzle, 
not for lack of any interest manifested by 
our citizens, however, but for want of 
officers who can understand the necessity 

A Comparison. 
EDITOR ALERT—After a stay of some 

months in Winnipeg, Manitoba, I return 
to Dakota, well satisfied to remain. Per
haps a few words descriptive of the state 
of affairs here will not prove altogether 
uninteresting. The city of Winnipeg has 
now something over 16,000 inhabitants, in 
addition to which there is a very large 
transient population and immigrants on 
their way further west. So large is this 
element just now that the city is over
crowded; all the hotels are full to their 
utmost capacity; a room or house for rent 
is almost impossible to find; it is even 
said that sometimes a newr-comer gladly, 
pays half a dollars for the use of a bar
ber's chair over night. Everything in the 
way of accommodations is dear m price 
and poor in quality. The real estate 
mania seems to possess every one, making 
them insensible to the many discomforts 
and inconveniences they havo to endure. 
Along the chief business street real estate 
oflices are nearly as numerous as all the 
other stores and offices put together. At 
all times during the day or evening real 
estate auctions seem to be going on, and 
yet real estate men say that times are 
dull. 

Just now, notwithstanding this, every 
one seems to be making money. Proper
ty on the mam street, in some localities, is 
valued at $1,750 a foot, and other city 
property is proportionately high. Land 
six miles from the center of the city is 
selling for 8400 an acre. To judge from 
its situation and present prosperity Win
nipeg will probably be a place of consid
erable importance—a city of fifty or sev
enty-live thousand inhabitants, perhaps. 
The tide of population, however, carries 
up the price of real estate as though it 
were a second Chicago. That this ab
normal state of affairs should continue is 
too much to expect. A reaction must 
come which will retard the material 
growth of the place, and property will for 
a time sink below its present nominal 
value. 

Manitoba, as a grain growing region, 
has certain advantages over the country 
further north. The crop seems to be 
larger and surer, and the loam is deeper. 
The past season the average wheat yield 
reported by fanners is in the neighbor
hood of tliirty bushels to the acre. This, 
however, is opposed by the want of a 
market, an advantage of which Dakota 
can be prcud. It makes the fonner to re
ceive a higher priee for her grain when 
delivered, and he doesn't have to haul it 
so far to deliver. Twenty bushels to the 
acre, or even less, with a market near at 
hand where the grain can be shipped east 
direct is more profitable than thirty bush
els where it has to be transported *a long 
distance to a market where there is no di
rect shipment. The best seed wheat can 
be had here for seventy-five cents per 
bushel. 

In Dakota the railroads lead the way in 
developing the country; here they nave 
rather lagged l>ehind. At present there 
is a great deal of railroad activity here, 
and it seems as though the completion of 
the various lines now under construction 
or projected, would give the country am-, 
pie railroad facilities for its present needs. 
It is to be borne in mind, however, that 
the railroad system of Manitoba is a mo
nopoly in the hands of a syndicate who 
have undertaken the completion of the 

j Canadian Pacific railway, the evil effects 
of which are already coming to light. It 

i is a iroaopoly shutting out all competf-
j tion, and as such is directlv eppos" 
the best interests ©f the country 

j allowed to continue^ U| ** u 

-»ect 

drive many would-be settlers here to the 
States. 

Only a few days ago I saw by the news
papers that quite a number of immigrants 
had left 111 disgust at the policy of the 
government with regard to the land law, 
a policy necessitated by the monopoly 
above mentioned. The introduction o"f 
Anitric in capital, American energy and 
American machinery would go far toward 
the development of this country. So far 
they have met with but a poor reception, 
and 1 gladly return to Dakota, which al
ready enjoys these advantages. 8. M. 

Winnipeg, March 29. 
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County Commissioners. 
Proceediugs of the board of county 

commissioners in session at 10 o'clock 
a. m. on the third day of April, A. D. 
1882. 

Present, Nickeus and Hendricks. 
Minutes of the last meeting read 

approved. 
The following bills were allowed: 

Thos H Bowditch,' juror'fees, coro
ner's inquest .A 

Will Elmer, coroner's fees, inquest. 
Thos S Collins, stamps and sundries 

•for treasurer's office 
P Aubertin, repairing bridge road 

district No. 4 176 00 
Geo D Barnard & Co., blanks fur

nished sheriff 
Will Elmer, paper, ink, etc., fur

nished clerk of court 
F E Tliorold, quarterly salary coun

ty physician and medicines fur
nished paupers 

Johnson Nickeus, helping pauper, 
blanks and express charges paid. 41 80 

A A Allen, quarterly salary county 
attorney 150 00 
Dr. Baldwin presented bill for 815 and 

on motion was allowed $5 for attendance 
and medicine furnished pauper. 

Justice of the Peace Albert A Allen sub
mitted report for quarter endidg April 3, 
which was accepted, and fees, §8.45, al
lowed. 

Will Elmer tendered his resignation s»s 
coroner, which on motion was accepted. • 

Road Viewers Nierling, Moore and 
Morgan made verbal report, and asked 
for further time which on motion was 
granted. 

On motion county clerk was allowed 
quarterly salary, 5. 

On motion county commissioners al
lowed quarterly salai'y and mileage as fol
lows: 
Johnson Nickeus, 7 sessions at 

each, mileage 70c 
C W Hendricks, 7 sessions at 

each, mileage $2.10 
P Moran, 7sessions 6t $3 each.... 

On motion tlie board adjourned to meet 
at 10 o'clock a. m., April 15, 1882. 

GEO. W. VEKNUM, Clerk. 

Mr Campbell went away, and that he is 
alone responsible for the non-appearance' 
of the village board proceedings. Tho 
Alert has called several • times for them 
but without avail. *'4 

id 
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Farming. , 
While as a rule western merchants are 

prosperous and grow rapidly, we are , 
convinced that they do not compete with 
the farming portion of the community 
in the point of making money. Any man- ^ 
who can raise twenty dollars in cash cani <1 
secure one hundred and sixty acres of c \ 
government land. The moment becomes* 
in posession of the land he has a capital * 
of at least one thousand dollars as 
starter. The first crop, nine times out of & 
ten, will, after paying the expense of cul- '< 
tivating and harvesting, give him a net* 
profit of about fourteen hundred dollars/ 
The time is fast approaching when gen
eral farming will take the lead of the com
mercial industries of this country. 

Capital Hill Addition. 
Geo. W. Vennum yesterday concluded 

the purchase of a half interest in John -
McGinn is' quarter section, lying northwest 
of town across the James river, and em
bracing the old Fort Seward site andcem-
etery, for $125 per acre, or $10,000 for the 
half interest. The location is one of the 
best surrounding Jamestown and tlie view 
from the side nearest town is unexcelled. 
The tract w ill be known as the Capital 
Hill addition. The land beside being val
uable for building purposes can all be cul
tivated. Geo. is one of the old-timers in 
these parts and snows a, good tiling wlien 
he sees it and we can all rely upon seeing ' 
Capital Hill come to the front in good •• 
shape. 
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Sales of Soil. 
II M Walter to P H Folev, s>.,' lot 11 b 

39, $375. " " 
D Curtin to E F Mues, b 5 Curtin's ad, 

$1400. 
S B Jones to Geo Rose, lot 445 J & V's 

ad, $150. 
Wm M Lloyd to Geo Rose, lots 145 and 

159 J & V's ad, $275. 
P. H. Foley to W M Lloyd jr, s}4 lot 

11 b 39, $500. J 

R S Wmslow to H L Lloyd, lots 2 3 and 
10, b 36 lots 2 and 3 b 39 lot 7 b 42, $2400. 

D Curtin to J MclCennon, lots 9 and 10 
b 11 Curtin's ad, $200. 

S B Jones to Geo E Smith, lot 225 J & 
V's ad, $100. 

Fallon & Hart to Flora W Buck, 
21 6-101) acres sec 27 tp 140 r 64, $631.80. 

A F Schultz and wife to D II Fowler, 
lots 6 and 7 b 46 Klaus ad, $1200. 

Wm M Lloyd and D McK Llovd to S D 
Plummers, lots 8 and 9 b 16, $600. 

Wm M Lloyd and D Mclv Lloyd to B F 
Holbrook and J B Baidwin, lot 2 b 5, 
$400. 

U S to Vernon Cornwell, sek' sec 14 tp 
139 r 63, $400. 

A & A Klaus to _-i E Wallace, lots 9 10 
11 and 12 b 31, $400. 

David Stewart to A McKechnie, lots 
301 302 303 304 305 and 306 J & V's ad. 
$600. 

E C Goodhue to J J Flint, lot 3 b 48, 
$600. 

A & A Klaus to Frank Boenen, lot 1 1> 
81, Klaus ad, $325. 

Wm M Lloyd jr to Wm E Mansfield,lots 
149 and 168 J & V's ad, $27.">. 

Holbrook & Baldwin to Wm Lloyd jr, 
lot 2 b 5, $200. 

W E Mansfield to P H Foley, lot 168, J 
& V's ad, $225. 

Adam Walters and wife to S B Jones, 
lot 82 J & V's ad, $700. 

Ole H Nelson et al to Henry L Llovd, 
lot 4 b 39, $1400. 

Free from Fights. 
Martin Flood was arrested by Sheriff 

McKechnie on Thursday night on a charge 
of drunkenness and stealing a coat from 
R. A. Bill. He was tried yesterday be
fore Justice Watson and sent to the coun
ty bastile for twenty-six days, and now 
languisheth in durance vile." Upon ex
amining the records the Alert finds this 
man to be the first man confined at the 
expense of the county since last October. 
Taking into consideration the fact that 
we have eight saloons and a large floating 
population this is strikingly evident that 
ours is a peaceable community, in tact 
much more so than other towns in North
ern Dakota, for the papers in Fargo, Bis
marck, Grand Forks and other towns are 
continually recording face-battering and 
ear-cliewing contests. Even in \ alley 
Cltv, with but three saloons and an unu
sually quiet population, the county jail 
has not been vacant for months. 

The Treasurer's Beport. 
Mr. Atkinson says that he was called 

away ven* unexpectedly and that before 
leaving he took special pains to inform 
parties of the fact that he could not be 
present at the school meeting. He feels 
that under the circumstances great in
justice has been done him by the Alert 
and by those who opposed him at the 
meeting. So far as the Alert is concerned 
it had no knowledge of the excuses he 
claims to have made to other parties be
fore leaving town and only dealt with him 
as it feels it to be its duty "to deal with any 
official who will neglect'oflicial duties u 
the extent it had reason to believe Mr. 
Atkinson had done. No one has evei 
questioned for one moment ̂ Ir. Atkinson's 
honesty and everyone believes that his 
report when it does appear will be entire
ly satisfactory. i 

STore Side Tracks Needed. 
The N. P. crossing at Fifth avenue was 

blocked for twenty minutes this Jevening 
by a freight.. Such occurrences have been 
so lrequent of late that City . M«rah^ 
Schmitz was called upon to arrest the con
ductor, Mr. Hawley. It appeared, how
ever, that tlie fault laid with a brakeman. 
and, on hearing, Justice Watson dismiss
ed the case. Lack of side track here lias 
much to do with this blockading, which 
has been complained of considerably by 
some of our citizens lately. *-

They Want Our Dirt. 
The Alert reporter tackled John Moore 

last evening and found that livery busi
ness is brisk, especially with him. He 
had live teams engaged to go out this 
morning. G. A. Snow, the Colorado 
stock raiser, goes' southeast to look after 
his section. Richards and Baldwin go 
south. Elder Inman will take a load 
southwest, and the Murphy Bros, go 
northwest. A month or two hence our 
near-by vacant lands will be a 0f 
the past. 0 

Immigration Society. 
The Board of Trustees of the Immigra

tion Society met last evening at the North
western House. The. buildings were re
ported to be nearly completed and will be 
all ready tor occupancy in a couple of 
days. In fact several families are alrea
dy in section No. 1. The articles of in
corporation will be proceeded with imme
diately. The Board elected Mr. Anton 
Klaus Vice President and appointed Wm. 
H. Dunne Superintendent of the build* 
ing. 

Kichi ganders. 
Michigan is doing a noble work for Da

kota. Already thousands of her best cit
izens have come and taken up their home 
among us, and it is now estimated by the 
leading journals of that State that over 
forty thousand of Michigan's best citizens 
will take up homes in Dakota during the 
present season. The Alert is glad that 
such is the case, for as a rule these settlers 
coming from Michigan are not only intel
ligent but possess a superior knowledge of 
farming. 0 
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Mistakes Corrected. 
The Alert did Mr. McKechnie k n  in

justice yesterday morning when we 
itated that Mr. Collins was re-elected 

clerk of the school board. We meant to 
have said that Sir. Collins ^q° rp.<>|pptjvi 
director of the school board! The com
positor who set up the election returns 
only gave Mr. W. W. Bill 84 votes when 
be should have had 86, which number 
elected him by a small majority to the 
clerkship of the village of Jamestown. 

Immigration Building Inspected. 
Gen. Man. Haupt aud Supt. Hobart 

and party returned east yesterday. They 
had been out on a tour of inspection of 
the Nortthern Pacific. The officials ex
pressed great satisfaction at the appear
ance of the immicrant buildings here and 
gave assurances of their support and co
operation in the enterprise as far as pos
sible. . * . 

Uore Coming. 
EDITOR ALERT—Enclosed please find $5 

for which send, me your daily issue. I 
don't know the price of your paper, and 
so send for $5 worth. There are quite a 
lot of the boys coming out in August and 
I would like to read a little abont the 
country before 1 eomc. The daily issue 
is what I want. Yours truly. 

Jos. GBEKKWAV, 
Natroona, 111., April 3. 

Tke Village Board. 
The new Village Board will hold their 

first meeting next Monday evening. 
Owing to the fact that the newlv elected 
clerk, Mr. W. W. Bill, declines to qual
ify, it is highly probable that Mr. DeWitt 
C. t lint will be appointed to fill the va
cancy. A better appointment could not 
well be made. 

Bathing Booms." 
Mr. Poole is soon to have his barber 

shop calsomined, repainted aud otb^vw 
improved, and when OP; U a—. 
p m ^ i j W i  
put two i<atJl tubs Nothing is morefCv?|% 

,»«ied here at the j,rc3eut time than*. ' . 
good bath room fUid it cannot fail of being 
a good investment. W-s 

Wants Information. 
EDITOR ALKRT: Can you explain "" * 

it is that the board of village 
not had the proceeding* *" • 
meetings published* .osteeshave 
like to know * their three last 
which t> , iL tax payer WOUK! 
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, - to I Lntfor *s wS»fr k r fSEZ  
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Xr-
e. . •, Born, fe®---Sundf- , , 

an^ ' > April 2d, a daughter to 
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tions. . ̂  

^ Qndi •• 
On Tuesday, Apni 4th, the ioitai child ira IW5UW.M"! 
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