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<tS A Imriu-. of Jrom .$1,000 to $2,(!00 is of
fered to any parties who will elect, a first-
class one hundred barrel flouring mill at 
Hamilton, Pembina county. 
From Sur.dn v'cf Daii\ 
s Phiind ea er: 
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hen the pious plodders 
of Ah;'V(],t'U And a passenger train 
blockade! there of a Sunday, they rejoicc 
exceedingly, proceed to invade the coach
es and hold religious services for the ben
efit of the benighted tenderfoot of the 
ea-ii. r>i biaus. The real estate circulars 
are not distributed till after the benedic
tion. 

The actual expense in cash of running 
a newspaper i< very little understood by 
those who have not the knowledge of ex
perience. Some will no doubt be sur
prised to learn that the Alert pays more 
money every week to its employees than 
any other business house in town. The 
.Alert pav roll of regular employees 
amounts to nearly $'200 per week, in ad
dition .o which are the incidental ex
penses and oills for slock. We refer to 
this fact not ia any spirit of boasting but to 
show the necessity of collecting our bills 
promptly, and to show that money paid 
into a printing o;;ic-e is not laid up to 
take pleasure-tri;.s with. The legitimate 
running expenses, exclusive of stock and 
material, ot the Alert, is now $1,000 per 
month spot cash. 

Mandan Pioneer: A lynching, of des
peradoes occurred last week Sunday at 
Weekaville, Montana, some distance 
above 5Iissou!«, on the Northern Pacific. 
For some time a reign of terror has pre
vailed in that locality and the courts 
were powerless. Urged to desperation a 
vigilance committee was at length or
ganized, and its objects were speedily 
earned out. Sunday night four desper
adoes, named Ohio Dan, Blood}' Ed. Ed. 
Euriglit and another man were arrested, 
and the first three promptly lynched. 
A* the "Y," two miles east of Weeks-
ville, three men were lynched the 
same mght. it is stated also that the 
following day three additional hangings 

. were performed by the vigilantes. 

'A: Fargo Argus: Tlie Northern Pacific 
Tailioad company intend to put a new 
bridge in here across the Ked river. The 

t 'structure was to be built in Chicago and 
• shipped here in sections ready to be put 

up. The steam pile drivers were hroughi 
to this city a week ago, bnt have no 

'done *1113 work yet. It now seems thai 
there is a hitch betwten the railroac 

'•'•-company and iliegovernment. The com
pany desire to build a bridge like th 
present w.thout a swing, but the Unitec 
States engineer objects to this, and it i; 
said he states tiiat while the companies ai 

-.present navigating the river may conseni 
' to the height of tiie bridge above the 
••water, other are liable at any time to bt 

reformed.and build boats which cannot Dass-
"under the bridge, and he therefore ob 
jjects to the building of a new structure 

^. '"without a swing, and thus the matter 
Jiangs. 
•*- The Capital thinks that the bill iutro 

tluced by Air. Nickeus to locate an insane 
asylum at Jamestown will go through. 
There is but little doubt but that it ought 
to Mid that there arc many reasons why 
it should, one being the fact that the 
present one ^is located at an insolatcd 
place, but the Alert will bet the C ipital 
man or any one else a box of good cigars 
that the bill will not be honored with 
the governor's signature. After division 
has taken place would be the best time 
for the introduction of such measure. 
Two insane asylums for one intelligent 
territory like Dakota will hardly be favor
ably considered by southern members ana 
the argument used by our friend that it 
would furnish work for a good many car
penters, though true, would have no 
weight "whatever with unfeeling legisla
tors of disinterested sections. 

LOCAL AFFAIRS 
A Lesson for Ynupg Girlc. 

Since the time when Lucifer fell from 
the state of an angel of light to that of 
the prince of darkness the moral descent 
has only hail a parallel in the downfall of 
young girls from a state of innocence and 
purity to that, of degradation and inde
scribable wretchedness. As woman is 
the purest and best of God's creation, so 
when she falls she goes to the other ex^ 
treme and becomes the worst. When
ever the girl allows the desire for release 
from home restraint to lead her from the 
strictest rectitude of conduct to impure 
thought she is balancing over a precipice, 
but blinded by the excitement and allure
ments of evil she cannot see the dark and 
dismal abyss below, and does uot realize 
the fatal course she is pursuing until 
overwhelmed in a degradation from 
which she can never recover. Like Luci
fer, she has made her bed in hell and her 
doom is torever sealed. Ostracised by 
the good aud pure and scoffed at and 
scorned by those who have polluted 
themselves with her, she then sees, but 
too late, that she is an outcast upon the 
face of the earth, with no hope but in the 
oblivion of the grave. 

For some time recently a young woman 
has been about the streets of this city,who, 
as an ironieal term of reproach, was 
dubbed the "veiled prophet." Scorned 
by all, her home has been in the street, 
and she only kept from freezing by the 
common feeling of humanity that pro
vides shelter for a loathsome but slaver
ing animal, selling herself in beastly lust 
for drink, disease eating out her life aud 
nothing but woe aud misery in store for 
her on every hand. Only three years ago 
she had a comfortable home with a good 
and respected widowed mother in Min
neapolis. Respected herself and sur
rounded by all the comforts of life, just 
bloomed into womanhood, she had not a 
real cloud intervening between her and 
a happy and useful future. But she 
thought she knew better than her mother 
what was proper for a girl of her age. 
She could take care of herself. She 
would enjoy the pleasures of life. The 
comforts of home were lost sight of in 
the maze of the freedom of the streets. 
In the frivolities of this life she sipped 
cLampagne and wme. From these she 
took to the more common drinks. Her 
mother's remonstrances were unheeded, 
entreaties disregarded, love spurned, and 
like Lucifer, she fell, willfully leaving the 
'-state of purity aud the hom? of a kind 
ind loving mother, she married and a 
diort time after was divorced, and i.-
now driven fnun town to town, and 
though but a young girl vet has nothing 
in life to live or hope for but the oblivion 
of a dishonored and pauper's grave. 
When any of our young girls feel like 
breaking over the restraints imposed upon 
them by their mothers let them recall the 
above picture of wretchedness and re
member that it is the first step toward 
'he precipice above an abyss of degrada
tion and misery from which the fallen 
never return. 
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The,kid<ier County light. 

The Kidder county scat contest came 
before the District Court at Fargo for 
final decision cn Tuesday. Jamestown's 
rising young attorney, W. E. Dodge, 
conducted the case on behalf of Steele 
with great tact and ability. The folio v-
ing is the Fargo A rgus' report of the 
case: 

Hiram II. Raymond claimed that on 
the seventh day "of November last, while 
the ceneral election was being held in 
Kidder county, in the precinct of Steele, 
one e'ector cast t »vo baliots, and that it 

i was the duty of the judges of election to 
destroy both,'[while they destroyed but 
one. The statirte provides that if the 
judges were of the opinion that the two 
ballots were cast by one elector, they 
should destroy both, otherwise there 
would be one more ballot tiian names on 

f the poll lists. It was on this ground that 
a writ of mandamus was issued by the 
District Court compelling these judges of 

- v. election to reconvene and recanvass the 
vote after they iiad adjourned and deliv

ered the ballot box and poll list to the 
£ ,*County clerk, as pres<ribed by law. Gov-
^Wjernor Austin, of Fargo, and Attorney W. 
p.-^E. Dodge, of Jamestown, filed a motion 
£ -to quash said writ of mandamus, and 

supported thiir motion by arguments be
fore Judge Hudson yesterday. Wilson 
4& Ball and Phelps represented the other 
Bide, and spoke in support of the saiji 

„ writ. 
•j. The points made by Governor Austin 

and Mr. Dodge were: first, that Ray
mond had no interest, in the matter; sec
ond, that the judicial acts of the board 
could not be inquiied into, that having 
perforated and acted in the destruction 
of one vote not inconsistent with the 

> opinion flley might, well have formed 
from the facts; third, that they ceased 
to exist when they had adjourned and 
could not re-ccnvene; fourth, that the 
count}- clerk could not be restrained from 

, making a final canvass as required by 
law, and that if he could not be restrain
ed it was impossible for the judges to get 
possession of the ballot box and poll 
books to re convene; fifth, the writs can 
not compel them to perform an impossi
bility, and that they should not seek to. 
The arguments closed about 6 o'clock, 
•nd the court reserved decision. If the 
Writ of mandamue U sustained and the 
two rotes thrown out, Dawson, the op
ponent of Steele for county seat honors, 
will have one majority, and become the 
county seat; but if the writ is quashed, 
Bteete win continue to be the capital, and 
• two-thirds vote* will be required to 
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Hard to Decide. 
At a meeting of the ladies to make 

preparation for the Martha Washington 
tea party to be given on the 22nd inst.. 
they had no trouble in selecting the ladies 
for the committees and the Martha for 
the occasion, but when they tackled the 
selection of a George Washington they 
encountered an almost insurmountable 
difficulty. In physique Messrs. W. W. 
Dudley, W. E. Dodge, Maj. Lyon, Thos. 
Lloyd, Sheriff McKechnie, Bailey Fuller 
and R. S. Reeves were suggested, but 
after a thorough canvass all were rejected 
except Reeves and he was selected as the 
honored choice. At this juncture one of 
the ladies remembered the cherry tree 
story and suggested that the Washington 
of the occasion should also be a man who 
"couldn't tell a lie." Upon this sugges
tion the vote appointing Reeves was re
considered, not as any reflection upon his 
veracity but as a matter of parliamentary 
decorum that his merits might bo can
vassed under tiie last named test, after 
which a vote was taken and he was voted 
down unanimously. In this dilemma 
they were about to give up the enterprise 
in despair of finding a suitable represen
tative of George Washington when some 
one thought of and suggested the pro
prietor of the Alert, not so much for his 
physical resemblance to the father of his 
country as for his religious adherence 
to the truth under all circumstances. Of 
course the suggestion was adopted by a 
rising vote. In our elation oyer the result 
we are not so selfish as to not sympathize 
with Reeves, but he can congratulate 
himself that he stands second in the list 
and that the Alert man only held over 
liim|]in the cherry tree qualification. 
Bailey Fuller, we will incidentally re
mark, was peremptorily rejected on ac
count of that mule trade he made last 
fall. _ 

Hopeful Huron. 
The Huron Times is in a blissful state 

of hopefulness on the subject of the re
moval of the capital to that burg, or was 
a few days ago when the following was 
the way it started out on an editorial and 
kept warming up through to the end of a 
half column article: 

Every new rift in the political clouds-
at Yankton lets in a beam of sunshine for 
Huron. Each day's dispatches Dears 
more cheering news than the day before. 
The mercury m the thermometer of hope 
is rising higher and higher. And there 
is good reason why it should risa. Th< 
action in the council last Thursday is 
very significant. 

The introduction of the bill for the re-, 
moval of the capital to Itedfield will 
probably lower the Huron capital "ther
mometer" down to about zero. Those 
aspiring towns should take comfort in 
thought that "there is more pleasure in 
tbe anticipation than in the realization," 
the latter of which Yankton will have to 
bear for several years to come, probably. 

Grand Rapids Journal cor. (Saratoga 
Springs: AH the material has been 
hauled to complete bridge number 
2. Chas. Carpenter la in Wisconsin 
taking a vacation among old friends. He 
will RATAM la March. OB Tliumtaj 

evening lust there was a surprise parly at 
the house of Mr. A. Shtpey, the evening 
passing pleasantly with music and danc
ing. The Carpenter Bros. & Porter have 
threshed out 25,924 bushels of grain in 
LiiMoure county and 2,763 bushels in 
Stutsman county the past season. Geo. 
Brown is making preparations to build a 
new hou-e 1G\24 on section 3. tp. 136, r 
t>3; will have it ready for his family who 
are coming to Dakota early iu the spring. 

From Sunday's Pal y. 

Breaking Away. 
Yes, reader, the long and tcdicus win

ter is breaking away, is relaxing its icy 
grasp upon ttie north, and every day the 
sun rises higher and higher toward the 
zenith, its mellowing warmth gradually 
and steadily penetrating the earth and 
us effulgent rays of light carrying cheer 
to the rich and the poor alike. Though 
this is but a repetition of the periodical 
return of seasons for thousands, and, for 
aught we know, millions of 
l.kc occurrences and recurrences, it is 
none the less inspiring of cheerful feeling 
and thought. How insignificant all the 
grand schemes and enterprises of man 
appear when compared with the ma
chinery of the universe? The mighty 
earth is but a single town lot in the 
boundless realm of the universe. James
town with all its additions, Dakota with 
all its bonanza farms, all combined in 
one making but as a grain of sand on the 
sea shore, in the universe. Empires rise 
into power and dwindle into nothingness; 
countless millions of people spring into 
life and like autumnal leaves return to 
enrich the mother earth; yet amid all 
these changes, revolutions and muta
tions, the vast realm of the universe 
goes on in even tenor under tlie guidanee 
of the same omnipotent hand that set it 
iu motion. 

The winter has been a long and severe 
one in all the northern country. It has 
brought happiness and prosperity to 
thousands and to other thousands poverty 
and suffering. The spring sun will shine 
upon tlie graves of many who a year ago. 
looked for its coming warmth as we are 
now doing, and ere another return of the 
seasons the same may be said of us. The 
birds will soon return with their spring 
songs, the flowers with their fragrance 
and the trees with their mantle of green. 
The voice of the husbandman will soon 
be heard iu the early twilight of morn as 
he harnesses the noble steed or the docile 
mule to go forth to the fenceless fields to 
.seed tor tiie harvest, or as he corals the 
festive and mild-eyed ox from off the 
pasiure green to break the yirgin sod and 
extend the boundaries of his bonanza 
farm. 

Yes, reader, the seed time for No. 
h ud will soon be here, and the long line 
of teams engaged in that industry will lie 
the wonder of the ten-acre farmers from 
ihe cast who tie their scalps on, make 
iheir "last will and testament," take 
their lives in their hands and venture 
away out in Dakota where a tew Indian 
marks are still left. Tlie broad guage 
seeders ii lengthy columns will be seen 
on the right and on the left, with mathe
matical precision depositing tlie seed that 
will spring up into the golden harvest 
of the following autumn. This reminds 
us that in the spring tune of life 
the seeds of virtue for the harvest of use
fulness, honor and happiness should be 
sown with equal care and diligence, that 
in the autumn of age you may be graded 
No. 1 hard and finally billed for the store 
house above. 

Tlie gathering of the harvest next au
tumn will be with varied results. Those 
who improve the spring season with dili
gence, and and sow the seed that is pure, 
will have a harvest of plenty, while those 
who fritter away the precious seed time 
will have a harvest of tares. So in youth, 
the spring and seed time of life, care 
should be taken in the seed you sow and 
the manner in which you employ the 
time. If you occupy the time 111 loung-
m about and holding down chairs iu sa
loons and stores, and whittling nothing 
out of goods boxes, or in killing time 
with euchre your harvest will be tares, 
and when the reaper whose name is 
death gathers you m in the general har
vest and you are called upon to account 
for tlie talent that was given you you will 
not be able to "show up" and the judg
ment of the court will be cast him out 
among the tares,he is an unprofitable ser
vant. None but those who grade No. 
1 hard will be admilted through the 
pearly gates, and your grade will depend 
altogether upon your diligence and the 
quality of seed you sow in the spring time 
of life. 

The Spiritwuod Fish Bill. 
The following bill-introduced in the 

territorial council by Mr. Nickeus 
sometime ago has just become a law: 

SECTION 1. That no person shall kill 
in Spiritwood Lake, or expose for sale, or 
have in his or her possession any fish 
taken from said lake between the 15th 
day of November and the 1st day of 
May of-each year, except taken by the 
fish commissioner for the purpose of arti
ficial propagation or the stocking of other 
waters. 

SEC. 2 No person shall set or draw any 
net or seme, or set for, or take any fish by 
any device known as a trap or pound net, 
at any time in the waters of Spiritwood 
Lake. 

SEC. 3. No person shall have between 
the 15th day of November, and the first 
day of May of each year, in his or her po-
session upon the shores of, or on the ice 
or waters of Spiritwood Lake, any stake 
poles, fish houses, spears, or other instru
ments or devices, which can be used in 
taking fish. The having of any fish 
house, spear or other instruments or de
vice on the shores, ice, or waters of said 
Lake, (n.nd which can be used for taking 
.ish) between the 15th day of November 
and the first day of May of any year, 
4ball be a misdemeanor, and the person 
-<o found shall lie subject to a fine, not 
exceeding twenty-five dollars foi each of
fense; provided however, that nothing in 
this act shall be construed to prohibit the 
taking of fish from said lake with hook 
and line between the first day of May, 
and the 15th of November of any year. 

The Xattrr of Sewerage. 
The question of sewerage for the city is 

one that will soon be upon us and is also 
one that must be met. Let the cost be 
what it may it most be done. There is 
not the shadow of doubt but this will l>e 
a great city in the coarse of time, and 
tnrj «tep taken with a view to that dig-

nily and prominence will aid in bringing 
it about. The subject ot the public 
health is of first importance and must be 
attended to at the proper time. With 
ilie universally recognized advantage.of 
the prettiest location oil the Northern 
Pacific railroad, we cannot afford to let 
the want of sewerage damage tiie public 
health and thereby retard the growth A 
(he city. The only question that can ar-
rise is as to the pian, for the necessity is 
apparent to every oue wlio gives the sub
ject consideration. The Alert does not 
pictend to give the best system for the 
sewerage of the town, nor has it any 
plan of its own to urge. One we have 
heard suggested seems to be feasible and 
that we will give as a suggestion. It .s 
to lay the main sewer from the bend in 
the river at the north end of Fifth avenue 
to the intersection of that street with the 
river on the south, below the mill. By 
meaus of the mill dam the sewer could be 
flooded whenever desired. The fall we 
understand is twelve feet, and would ad
mit of laying the sewer deep enough so 
that intersecting sewer pipes could be 
laid to it from either su'e and thereby 
form a good system for the entire town. 
There may be other equally good or even 
better plans, but we wish to bring the 
question before the people and set them 
to thinking on the subject. 

Washington Letter. 
WASHINGTON, D. C.J Feb. 6, 1883. 

EDITOR ALEUT:—Thinking perhaps you 
would like to get a few lines from any 
one here, I take this opportunity of writ
ing them. I am sorry to say that I can give 
you no liopc3 of a division of our terri
tory yet for two years. O f course you 
already know that the matter came up 
yesterday and was killed. 1 lind that we 
have a great many enemies here,although 
we have men here from North Dakota 
who are doing all they can, but the peo
ple here are so prejudiced against us thai 
they wont believe anything we may say 
in favor of thcni, besides, the political 
strife is so great that they fight anything 
that they think would help the other 
side. We know nothing of it there. 

Pennsylvania and Ohio are having a 
general break-up, rain one day and snow 
the next, with floods too terrible to think 
of. 

Lounsberry says that tlie reason he left 
the "devil" to run his paper while away 
was because he expected the country to 
go to the D without him. 

There are hundreds of poor people here 
who would like to go out. there, but they 
are too poor. After having paid their 
way out they would have nothing to 
start with. 

One conldn't give me a farm down 
here and oblige me to st.-iy on it. to make 
a living. 1 can'i see how thejw.or lel-
lows down here make a living. Of course 
it is a nice place for u man who has lots 
of money and nothing to do but travel 
around or live in some of these nice 
cities. 1 don't blame such people for 
staying and discouraging the ones that 
have to make the money. 
1 will tell you more when 1 get back. 

Yours, etc., J. W. G. 

U. S. Land OBice. 
The following is a statement of the 

filings and cash receipts at the United 
States land office in Fargo for the week 
ending Friday, Feb. 9th 

Homestead entries — 
D. S 
T. C 
S. D. S 
Final proofs 

Total acreage.,, . 
Total cash receipts.... 

Filings. Acres. 
22 5,520 
45 7,3ti0 
15 2,400 
5 800 

.....51 8,160 

139 22,240 
$13,952.18 

. . . 

From Tuesday's Dally. 

An Unnatural Son. 
Yesterday about noon a sensational 

rumor was circulated through the city 
that Wm. Albertson, who conducts the 
city laundry, had brutally assaulted his 
mother, kicked and poundtd her and 
thrown her out of doors in tbe cold and 
then thrown her trunk after her. An 
Alert reporter, wishing to have some
thing definite and reliaole to give the 
public, interviewed Sheriff McKechnie 
and Marshal Smith, who gave many par
ticulars, which indicate that the street 
rumors had been greatly exaggerated. 
The reporter then proceeded to lind Mrs. 
Albertson, the victim of the abuse. She 
was found in Justice McHugli's ofiice se
curing a warrant for the arrest of her 
unnatural son. Mrs. Albertson is a ven
erable looking lady, of mild manners and 
apparently kind disposition. The re
porter felt that his duty was a painful 
one in asking a mother to tell him of 'tlie 
misconduct of her own son. Nevertheless 
he approached the old lady and stated 
his business plainly. 

"I don't wish to have anything said 
about the matter," said she. "It should 
not get into the papers." 

"My dear madam," replied the report
er, "I can appreciate your feelings These 
family troubles are very painful; but 
there are exaggerated rumors on the 
street about the occurrence and it is the 
duty of the Alert to report the news of 
tbe citv, whether it is pleasant or un
pleasant." 

"But," returned the old lady, "1 don't 
want anything said against him (mean
ing ber son). He has times when he is 
hardly accountable for his conduct, and 
I'd rather you would not publish any
thing about it." 

"It is our duty, as a newspaper," the 
reporter replied, "to publish the affair as 
a matter of news. It is coming before 
the court, and the evidence will be made 
public. It is much better that we get a 
correct version of the affair from you 
than publish the rumors we can pick up 
on the street. They are greatly exagger
ated and will probably put a worse face 
on the affair than your own statement 
would." 

"Well then," the poor mother replied, 
with tears in her eyes, ••I'll tell you; but 
yon must not make it appear worse for 
him than you can help. He has spells of 
drinking, but he tries hard at times to 
overcome his appetite. He lias not drank 
anything now for nearly a week, and I 
believe he has been trying to do better 
and conquer his appetite. The craving 
for drink makes him irritable, and 
be was unusually so {this morning. 
IfewMdlMtttad afeevt t!» work; Us 
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wife prompts his dissatisfaction against 
me. So he came to me about 11 o'clock 
this morning and told me 1 had got to 
leave the house. 1 told him I had no 
place to go and could not; he must first 
give me back the money 1 had lent him. 
At this he Hew into a passion, denied ow
ing me anything, and took hold of me. 1 
resisted, catching hold of the door. I 
remonsirated with him. His workman 
also remonstrateu. But he replied that 
he could not control himself. He 
jammed me against the wall and then 
forced me out of doors, after which he 
threw my trunk out after me. I sat 
down upon my trunk until I was almost 
frozen. Afterward 1 came here." 

This is essentially the story as related 
by Mrs. Albertson. Many particulars of 
family history not relevant to the case are 
omitted. She concluded by again im
ploring the reporter to make it as light 
against her son as possible. It is hard to 
make such treatment on the part of a 
mau to his white-haired, venerable moth
er appear in a mild aspect. No excuse 
can be pleaded iu extenuation. One man 
may knock another down and kick him 
out of the house and be able to fully jus
tify himself. But if a man turns upon 
his mother who gave him birth nnd cared 
for hiin in his helpless infancy, after that 
mother is sinking in the decline of life, 
lie is an inhuman being, and no plea will 
be sufficient to excuse him. 

Justice Mcllugh issued a warrant for 
tlie arrest of Albertson on a charge of as
sault and battery, but the case was tried 
before Justice Hamilton on a change of 
venu. From the evidence it appears that 
the old lady was by no means free from 
blame in the matter. Albertson was fined 
$5 and costs, amounting in all to $15.50. 

The Board of Trade. _ 
President Wells being out ot town last 

evening the board of trade was called to 
order by Vice President Klaus,who brief
ly stated that he understood that the 
meeting had been called for the purpose 
of learning what could be done toward en
couraging a railroad from the south. 

Secretary Burke read the minutes of last 
meeting, which were approved. After 
which Mr. Dennis read his portion of the 
late fair committee report, which was or
dered placed on file until Mr. Wilbur gave 
in his report. 

Mr. Wade called the attention of the 
board to tlie disadvantage under which 
the sect'on of country berved by the 
Northern Pacific railway is labor.ng, as 
compared with those sections through 
which the roads to I he south run. He 
said ihat while the roads entering Dakota 
iu the snuiti uf us hud immigrants' ef
fects at the place of desl ination at from 
$60 to SiriO a car, the Northern Pacific 
charged from $125 to $160 a car to cairy 
litem to points along their line. Mr. 
Wade said tlie officials of the N. P. road 
had expressed a willingness to make some 
rebate from these rates on a suggestion 
from the Jamestown board of trade; and 
on his motion a committee of three was 
appointed by the chair, consisting of 
Messrs. Wade, Dudley and Hartman, to 
draw up i suitable resolutiou to be for
warded to the officers of the Northern 
Pacific on the subject. President Wells 
was afterwards added to the committee 
as the person to present the resolution to 
the proper officers. 

Mr. Dennis made inquiries relative to 
tlio emigrant buildings, with a view to 
have them put in proper shape for occu
pancy early in the spring. After some 
discussion, all looking toward the idea 
that this matter needed attention, it was 
decided to be a question tha t belonged to 
the emigration society. 

Several members urged the importance 
of taking early action in relation to se
curing if possible a line of railway into 
Jamestown from the south. This subject 
was discussed at some length, and finally 
a committee of three, consisting of Messrs 
Klaus, Wallace and Wmslow, was ap 
pointed to write to the leading officers of 
the C., M & St. Paul railway to ascer
tain, if possible, what inducements would 
lead them to run one of their branches to 
Jamestowu during the coming season. 

The meeting then adjourned, subject to 
the call of the president. 

From Wedneeaay'e Daily. 

Prepare for the Coming Wave. 
The movement of the board of trade 

and emigration socicty on Monday night, 
looking to the providing of buildings to 
shelter the large numbers of emigrants 
expected to come into ibis city with the 
opening of spring, is a step in the right 
direction, and will be cominendcd by all 
our citizens. It is a movement which 
these organizations should become fully 
awake to now that spring is coming on. 

That there will be a great influx of 
immigration to Jamestown during this 
season there is not the shadow of a doubt 
in the mind of anyone, but that the city 
is well prepared to receive it can hardly 
be claimed. We have a number of 
hotels, but they are not sufficient. There 
are also emigrant buildings capable of 
affording shelter to twelve families; but 
this is only a drop in tbe bucket compar
ed with what will be demanded. Our 
substantial and enterprising citizen, 
Anton Klaus, is taking a noble step in 
the direction of meeting the demands of 
the times by the erectton of a palatial 
$8o,000 hotel, but this will not be ready 
for this season's use. 

What, then, is to be done? We must 
receive the strangers who come in to 
make their homes among us in some 
manner of hospitality. At least we 
should gi /e them something better than 
the canopy of heaven to cover them, for 
this will not keep out the wind and rain. 
The emigrant buildings are good as far as 
they go. They will do as a temporary 
shelter for those who cannot find a better 
place. But they should ae extended. 
These buildings are under the control of 
a stock company known as the' "James
town Immigration Society" with a num
ber of good, substantial men at tbe head. 
The Alert would suggest that this com 
pany undertake to extend their useful
ness by the erection of more buildings. 
They will be greatly needed tor several 
seasons and it is difficult to suggest how 
tba public spirit of tbcae fmtteatacw 

be exercised to greater advantage than in 
this work. 

Here there is a line chance for the 
profitable investment of capital in the 
erection of small houses containing from 
three to six rooms. Buildings that 
would rent at from $15 to $25 per month 
can be put up ana completed for $500 lo 
$800. Those who should undertake an 
enterprise of this kind would have the 
satisfaction of knowing that they were 
performing an important use to the com
munity, at the same time that they were 
pulling their money where it would 
bring them a good return. 

Let those with capital examine this 
matter, and then let them lake hold of it, 
and both they and the city will reap the 
reward. 

i'he Floods. 
While we here in Dakota arc enjoying 

a steady cold weather, with plenty of 
wind, but lots of sunshine, the states are, 
many of then., suffering from devastating 
floods which have already destroyed 
many hundreds of thousands of dollars 
worth of property, and also very many 
preciuos lives. Some of the rivers 
have subsided, but the Ohio river is just 
now in a terrible state of agitation and is 
doing vast damage to the towns and 
cities through wi.ich it passes. At Louis
ville the water is higher than it has been 
at any time for a period of over thirty 
years. People have been driven from 
their houses, manufactories have been 
shut down and thousands of people are 
thrown out of employment. Much prop
erty has been damaged and washed away. 
Frankfort is also a great sufferer by the 
ruin of waters. The loss already report
ed reaches $100,000. People congregate 
along the waters' edge in thousands to 
witness, lielplessty, the carrying away of 
driftwood, houses and all kinds of prop
erty. At Cincinnati all the lowur part of 
the city is submerged, the gas works arc 
drowned out and the city is in compara
tive darkness, utilizing lamps, candles, or 
any other means of illumination they can 
secure. Some of the railroads have had 
to be abandoned. Altogether the effects 
of the floods are appalling in their extent 
of destruction. 

The saddest feature of the fiuminal 
disturbance is an appalling loss of life at 
Cincinnati yesterday caused by the fall
ing of a freight depot whose foundations 
had been undermined by the water. The 
number of persons who found a watery 
grave by this casualty it is difficult to as
certain, but probably not less than one 
hundied perished. 

Although there is a heavy snow fall in 
the James River valley we do not antici
pate any destructive freshet when the 
break-up occurs. This is a country of 
sunshine, and if any considerable quanti
ty o! the snow is melted and evaporated 
by the sun's rays before the spring rains 
come there will lie no trouble. This is 
what is expected, aud what all hope for. 
Even should the worst come the James 
river towns will suffer comparatively 
little. 

Fiom Thursday'.* liaily. # 
Yankton LE ter. 

Spccial Correspondence to tbe Alert. 

YANKTON, Feb. 12—Yankton, like the 
late Oeorge Washington, has been talked 
about so much that 1 know it has become 
nauseating to most people of good sense. 
1 thought, however, that a word or two 

about Yankton as a preface to this letter 
would not be out of place. A stranger 
from North Dakota arrives here with 
considerable prejudice against anything 
connected with the capital. Yankton is 
not like our North Dakota cities in any 
particular whatever. Why just think of 
wandering past vacant lot after vacant 
lot and not a sign to be seen of, "This lot 
for sale at a bargain by A B " 
Tbe most careful scrutiny fails to disclose 
more than a couple of real estate signs. 
Open the daily "Press and Dakotaian" 
and the absence of the familiar reaLeslate 
"ads" is at once noticeable. 

Down here everybody rushes about as 
though each day was his last. Everybody 
seems disposed to take things easy; what 
improvements are making, arc moving 
in a manner that does not indicate hurrv. 
I pass every day on my way to the post-
office a building just up and enclosed; 
there is every indication that the owner 
stopped work on it last September and 
will resume operations next June. 

The fifteenth legislature is pursuing 
the even tenor of its way without a ripple 
of excitement until day before, yesterday 
when the contest between Donaldson and 
McCauley of tbe seventh distrist was 
settled in favor of Sir. McCauley the con
testant. The proceedings in the council, 
upon receiving the report of the commit
tee of elections, were very spirited and 
showed more animation than 1 supposed 
that august body was capable of exhibit
ing. 

The speech of the occasion was deliv
ered by Nickeus, it was universally con
ceded by all to be the best speech on any 
subject yet delivered in either house. 

Our Johnson has come to the front in 
the council; if there is such a position as 
leader of so small a body it would be at 
once granted that he occupies that posi
tion. With Mr. Wtlls in the last house 
and Mr, Nickeus in the present council, 
Jamestown and the upper James ltiver 
Valley occupy a position second to no 
section of tbe territory. You no longer 
hear people speak of "Jimlown," it is 
invariably "Jamestown," strictly follow
ing the old adage that "be who would be 
respected must first respect himself." 
Every lover of the piscatorial sport in 
Stutsman county owes Mr. Nickeus 
thanks for his hill that has just become 
a law, a copy of which I think will he ot 
general interest to all. Before another 
session of the legislature Jamestown will 
have 8,000 people. 

Spiritwood Lake with its fine fishing 
will always be our pleasure resort; but 
one or two winters' wholesale destruction 
of the fish would take from that beauti
ful lake its most attractive feature. 

Major C. S. Desem, of Grand ltapids, 
after spending a delightful week at the 
capital started yesterday on his home
ward journey. 

Col W. F. Steele, of Steele, is in the 
city. 

A delegation of Bismarck boomers, 
headed by Oapt. Alex. McKenzie,are now 
doing Yankton. 

JAMESTOWN. 

Jamestown is palling ap its shirt collar, 
parting its hair in the middle, and posing 
fer a citv charter and a board of educa
tion. The place will want a park next, 
and try to bnild catacombs or wall up the 
town or something. First thing it knows 
it will be another Dakota metropolis— 
Ml ttet w« kill fk-Mttli Trttm* 

J imehtown its a Centre. 
From the states and other eastern -

sources we learn that there will be a 
great rush of land seekers into the Dev
il's Lake country this season. This dis
trict is well advertised throughout the 
east, and thousands are coming to .secure 
some of the rich treasure that No. 1 hard 
wheat laud will give them. This valua
ble territory is almost immediately con-: 

tiguoiis to Jamestiiwii, and our city will-
be the entry port this spring and summer 
for thousands of settlers to the north
west of Jamestown. There is no doubt 
that, our business men will reap a large 
amount of benefit in supplying these in-
c nners with necessaries for their prairie 
life. Of eoursc a great proportion of the 
supplies will be bought at the towns that 
ale springing lip along the line of the 
Jamestown & Northern railway; but 
still a great many outfits will be purchas
ed in this metropolis, and a large amoua 
of money will be left in the hands of our 
merchants. The Alert cannot but heltfcve 
that Jamestown will become more and 
more important as a centre or metropolis 
year by year as this country is developed. 
It is located in a position adapted by na
ture for a metropolis, and will always be 
a centre toward which a rich and popu
lous tract of country will look, and from 
which it will draw a valuable trade. 
This will make it a desirable point for 
business enterprises of all kinds, and its 
growth into a city of good proportions is 
as sure as that it stands in its favored lo
cation. , 

Freight on the Narihcrn Pacific. 
Our public spirited townsman, I. C. 

Wade, yesterday received a letter from 
Racine, Wis., ou a subject of great inter
est to this section of country. The letter 
explains itself, and reads as follows: 

RACINE, Wis., Feb. 12. 
I. C. WADE, ESQ.—Dear Sir:—I read in 

the Jamestown Alert your communica
tion in regard to railroads leading to Da
kota, and I can say with you that some
thing ought to be done in order to reduce 
fares and freight to your country. There 
is no doubt but tlie St. Paul and North
western roads are capturing hundreds of 
new settlers for this very reason, and that 
their fares and freight rates are about 
half what they are by way of the North
ern Pacific. For instance, 1 can get a 
car from here to Aberdeen for $50, and a 
free pass. It will cost me $95 by way of 
he Northern Pacific, or almost-twice as 
much,' This difference of cost in trans
portation goes a long way with new set
tlers, and many of us are of small means. 
Of course the majority of us will take the 
cheapest, route, especially when we do 
nut. know the difference of locality. I 
intend to start for D.iUo'a in ilit first 
part of next month to make it my home, 
nlid have several Iricnds coming also. 
We would like to make Jamestown our 

"landing point and settle in your county, 
as we have learned a good deal through 
the Alert about your town and county. 
But the St.. Paul railroad offers us such 
inducements that we have almost decided 
to cast our lot with them. And I am 
only one of hundreds in the same fix. 
Now, 1 wish your people in Jamestown 
would act in accordance with your com
munication and try to induce the North 
ern Pacific to make the same rates^as the 
St Paul and Northwestern roads, it will 
certainly be to their interest, and yours to 
do so. If \ou succeed in doing some
thing in that direction please inform me, 
and st tte ihj terms thai can lie made for 
your place. I remain yours, 

J. B. JUENAOT.T. 

The settlers in the neighborhood of 
Carriugton live in no mean style, their 
tables being loaded with many of the. 
luxuries of the laud. The following is 
the bill of fare at one of their claim 
shanties on Sunday last: 

HOTEL DE HUNTINGTON, ) 
Carriugton, D. T. ) 

Huntington, Branch & Beals, Prop's. 
Ben Russell, Head Cook. 

Frank Gillett, 2nd Head Cook. 
Chancy Lenfield, Steward. 

Feb. 6, 1SS3. 
BILL OF FARE: 

DINNER. 
Kentucky Club on half shell. 

Soup a la ham bone. Fresh salmon. 
Egg sauce. 

MEATS: 
Buffalo steak, smothered with onions, 

Branch style. 
Antelope. Ele coflip sauce. Venisou. 

Jaradimere sauce. 
ENTREES: 

Tripe doughaouglits. B. Beans. 
VEGETABLES: 

Corn. Succotash. Onions. Cream sauce. 
Mashed potatoes. Tomatoes 

and Frozen potatoes. 
DESSERT: 

Apple jelly. Spiced grapes. Plum pie. 
Apricot pudding with Sour 

Mash sauce. 
WINE LIST: 

Condensed milk'punch ..$ .5(1 
Budweiscr, 1 qt 75 
Dauners, kegs 6.00 
Kentucky ciubs, 1 qt oottle, 18 years 

old 3 on 
Sour mash, 1 qt bottle, very old 6.00 
Hennesy brandy,qt bottle, 1 star.... 5.00 
llennesv brandy, qt bottle, 3 star.... 7.00 
^olac aris water, 1 qt jug 1.5i» 
Old Brown's seltzer, 1 qt (i-.> 
Sherry dark, 1 qt 
Sherry pale. 1 qt.. 6.no 
l>oliemian girl cigars, each 25 
Vanity Fair and Old Judge cigar

ettes, package I..' 
Card table for use of guests in blue 

room, adjoining the office. 
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Grand Rapids Journal: January 31<-t 
was a busy day for County Treasurer 
Holcomb, nearly $5,000 in taxes being 
paid in. Attorney Marsh of Jamestown . > 
was on hand to settle taxes for Messrs. .. . • r.; 
Carrington & Casey, Hughes & Sykes, - 1 *, 
Geo. H. Christian and F. M. Conehay. . - "7 
We understand that the Carrington & - J 
Casey Land Co. paid their tax which ;.,>• 
amounts to over $2,000, under protest of ; , 
an cxhorbitaut assessment. If their land ^ 
was assessed higher lhau other land 
l i k e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  l o c a t i o n  t h e r e  w o u l d f  i  
be justice in our county commissioners* 
granting a rebate, but not otherwise, ; £ ' 
providing the commissioners are empow- . ....jj' 
ered by law to take such action. • 

Three thousand feet of sewer pipe *®* > 
laid w Faifo last season. 
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