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QUIET on the governorship question 
now reigns almost supreme throughout 
the territory, the enemies and friends ef 
Uov.Ordway seemingly having exhausted 
themselves. Tlx* li'iiichct, however, is 
buried with llie handle sticking out and 
as soon as the governor returns from bia 
leave of absence the war whoop will he 
raised again bv the factions. 

The joint resolution presented by 
Senator Blair of New Hamusbire, for a 
prohibition amendment to the federal 
constitution will probably encourage the 
prohibitionists to live on and hope on 
for the realization of their ideal form and 
perfection of government. The time 
given for the consummation of ilie moral 
revolution will lie sufficient, for iiiMture 
fteliheration, and if it fails to obtain tin 
sanction of (lie requisite three fourths of 
the state legislatuies in the given time 
there will be ample time to repeal it as 
an act of congress before it takes effect 
as such, li is rittlier an ingenious plan 
to relieve the IMM«»II .1 legislature of the 
annual import iriities that are thrust up 
on it by the zealous ad vocal es ot prohibi
tion and turn them buck upon the slates. 
The ultimatum is loo remote for discus-
•ion now. The hat lie will have to be 
fought in the scveml state*. 

DESPITK moral and legal suasion mor 
monism seems to flourish still in Utah, 
and liow to get rid of the much wife sys
tem in that territory is the great prob
lem. Instead of d s ranchising the 
father of half brothers and sisters, or 
sending troops there to overawe the 
saints, the Alert would suggest that the 
cheaper and more effective plan would 
be to send a large number of milliners 
out there and stock them up in business 
with high priced goods. About the 
tune wife No. 2 would apply to the frac 
tional husband for a cute hat or a lovely 
feather he would renounce his polygam
ous religion forever mid hardly be wil
ling to contract for life to keep one wife 
.up in the latest styles of millinery lux
uries. Just think of a man being waltzed 
down a street in Salt Lake City by 
seventeen wives each wanting the pret
tiest hat in the millinery store*. There 
is no system of religion ever instituted 
among men that could Bland such a 
pressure. By this means the milliners, 
who are the dread of every married man 
in Christendom, might be made the re
deemers of Utah from the thralldom of 
polygamy. 

THE election of Carlisle, a pronounced 
free trader, to the speakership of the 
house, as a "straw" in the coming cam
paign seems to indicate that the demo
cratic party contemplate, at least,making 
(hat square issue in the coming presiden
tial campaign; and so far as the members 
of coogress can forecast the platform and 
the issues they have already put them
selves on record on that fosue. It is diffi
cult to see, however, how such an issue 
could be made a national one between 
the two parties without disorganizing and 
re-organizing the parties for there is not 
only not a unanimity of suntiment upon 
either side of the issue in either party, 
but it is a disrupting element whenever 
brought prominently into a contest. 
Those whose personal interests are affect
ed—and everyliody is affocted one way or 
the other either directly or indirectly— 
are not slow in taking the side which best 
subserves their personal interests no mat
ter what party name it may associate 
them with. The location of the manu< 
factories makes the tariff question a sec 
tional one, the manufacturing states from 
self-interest being in favor of a protec
tive tariff on imports and the producing 
states for a like interest being in favor of 
free trade. 

THE Columbia Dispatch takes excep-
caption to the premises of the Alert in 
saying that while the constitution car
ried In South Dakota by a technical ma
jority it was really defeated by those 
who failed to vote at all. The idea of the 
Dispatch seems to be that if no one bad 
voted-on the question it would have been 
taken as carried unanimously. 

lr the atrocities of the prison pen at 
St. Petersburg are not exaggerated by 
half in the report of them by the Nihilist 
as given in the dispatches, the civiiized 
world ought to join in thrashing Russia 
into civilization. The dark and barbarous 
"ges of the world would Hardly furnish a 
parallel. A nation that would permit 
such inhumanity onglit to be exterminat
ed from the map of the world. 

SUIT has been commt need in the Bur
leigh county district court by John W. 
Proctor to re. over a tract of land com
prising so<ne forty lots in the business 
«:enter of Uismurck, the facta as to tihich 
we gather from an editorial in the Tri-
buue of yesterday, and wheh are given 
substantially as follow-: 

The townsite of Bisnnrck was located 
in May, 1872, by Gjj. W. Swe<;i, on land 
selected by the Northern Pacific railroad, 
i*ut which, when the survey was made 
some years later, was f<>uud to be on an 
ev n numbered section and consequently 
belonging to the government. Title was 
then sought to be obtained oy pre-emp-
lion and as an additional safeguard script 
locations were made upon it but both were 
defeated by coteslauis. Edward Hackeit 
and John W. Proctor were then selected 
to secure the tide, and after contests and 
counter contests for five years a compro
mise was effected and the towusite was 
entered on behalf of the city. In the 
compromise the lots occupied were con
ceded to the occupants and two-thirds of 
the unoccupied lots were deeded to the 
railroad company. In order to prevent 
an app«a! Proctor was deeded some forty 
lo!s. 

J. J. Hill, now of the Manitoba rail-, 
road, was Proctor's principal backer, and 
a few years later when Proctor was con 
victed of crime ami sent to prison at De 
troit, Mich., to reimburse Mr. liill deeded 
that gentleman these lots and Mr. Hill 
sold them to Alex. McKenzie for $4,000. 
Proctor uow comes into court claiming 
that his transfer of the lots to ti ll was 
nut ab&olutc but in the nature of a mort
gage to secure the payment of the money 
advanced bv Mr. II.ll, and seeks to dis 
possess Mr. McKenzie of the property 
which is at present worth $50,000. 

THE Alert has canvassed the Blaine 
plan, the Parker theory, and innumer
able other schemes for disposing of the 
eighty millions of surplus reveour 
In the government tressury and we And 
them all objectionable in a great many of 
their features, and the burden is liable 
to remain unrelieved and unremoved 
We can imagine no greater distress thsn 
having more money than one knows 
what to do with, and we can only inr-
ag*ne this one for it has always been onr 
good fortune so far in lite to escape ex
perience of that burdensome kind. But 
the Alert has a theory which a modesty 
that the country may not justify has 
caused it to withhold from the public. 
We thought seriously of suggesting it as 
» paragraph in the president's; message 
but refrained hoping that be might have 
the sane Idea in view and would promul
gate it in his annual essay before con
gress. But he left the money where he 
found it, except a vague suggestion of 
sinking it in the navy. Our plan is this: 
Apply it in establishirg daily papers in 
the country wherever "a long felt want" 
ts found to exist. We guarantee this 
plan will clean out the treasury of its 
burdensome surplus in less than six 
months and relieve atlf necessity for re
ducing the revenues to avoid its accaau? 
lation in the futttre. 
firai TbvrsOsy'(Psi'f> 

IT seems that many of the democratic 
journals recognize the election of Car 
lisle to the speakership as the first mis
take of the ne<v democratic cougress, and 
eveu before the charge is made by the re
publicans some of those journals are dis
claiming it as any indication of the posi
tion the democratic party will take on 
the tariff question in the president ul 
campaign next year. The St. Paul Olobe, 
which is the organ of democracy In the 
Northwest, and locally a free trade advo
cate, repudiates t e issue in a national 
contest aud says it may as well be conce
ded that the national deuioerttie party is 
hopelessly divided on tbe tariff question, 
and further that the drift of sen iment. 
since the election of Carlisle ought to be 
a warning to tlie democratic leaders to 
eliminate the tariff as a uational ques
tion. 

As we hsve said, tb's was the first mis
take, for however much they may desire to 
eliminate the tariff question from the 
campaign next year they have put them-
•elves on lecord and the issue will be 
forced upon thein i>y the repablicsn 
party. The ouly escape would be in tne 
national democratic convention next year 
repudiating the present democratic con
gress and that it would uot dare to do 
The republican party can better afford 
than the democratic party to make the 
tariff an issue, for as the Olobe says, 
•'the interests of the west are in the line 
of tree traoe and a free trade platform 
would be popular in that locality, but in 
tbe middle and eastern slates the party 
tbat advocates free trade must go to tlie 
wall." 

The number of electsral votes has in
creased since the last presidential elec
tion from 369 to 401, and tn the nexlelec 
tion 201 will be necessary to a choio*. 
For tbe benefit of our readers who m»y 
wish to keep themselves posted oa the 
course of political events and make fig
ures on tbe next campa gn we give the 
electoral vote of each state uoder the 
new. apportionment: 
Alabama 
arkaaaas 
California 
Colorado 
('oanccticat... 
Delaware 
Florida 
Georgia 
Illinois 
Indiana 
I«*a 
Kansas....,,-. 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Maaeacfcaaetta 
Michigan 
Mtaasssta..... 

Totsl...i.. 

10 Mississippi 9 
7 Missouri 18 
8 Nebraska S 
8 Nevada....- 8 
• New Hampshire 4 
3 New Jersey 9 
4 NewYotk 88 

IS North Carolina. 11 
S3 Obto .as 
15 Oregon S 
IS Pennsylvania— — 30 
9 Rhode Island 4 

.13 South Carotina 9 
8 Tenaessse......,, ...IS 
6 Texas r.18 
8 Vermont 4 

14 Virginia 13 
13 West Virginia... S 

THE veterans of the Mexican war have 
memorialized congresss for pensions and 
the people uf the United States would 
find no fault with such an expenditure 
of money. .* 

—  —  . . .  

DAKOTA has had her boom age and next 
year her railroad age will commence. 
The time of projecting and mapping oui 
railroads for boom purposes is p ist and 
genuine enterprises are taking their place. 
Railroad companies have heretofore been 
offered large bonuses, right of way and 
grounds to extend their lines to different 
parts of the territory, but now they are 
seeking the right of way and huying 
their grounds. Undaunted by the season 
of the year when storms and cold are to 
be expccted their surveying parties are 
pushing forward in every direction and 
arrangements are being made for grading 
as early in the spring as the thawing of 
the ground will permit. ^TlieJaines River 
Valley is all ready for tbe ties and iron 
and within three months after the gruiind 
thaws in the spring the trains will beruu-
ning between J tmasttwn and Oniwav. 
The Lake Traverse, Sanbor<i<fc (Jarring -
ton line is being staked out, an army of 
men will go to work upon it in the 
spring, and before another winter com< s 
trains will be running its length of 175 
miles. The Milwaukee & Si. Paul will 
next summer push its way from the south 
east through to Bismarck and the North
western from Pierre tithe Black Hills. 
The people of Dakota will themselves be 
astonished at the railroad building uext 
year. 

TUB; rather sensational announcement is 
made that tbe state of Texas will sue the 
United States for the value of her slaves 
liberated during the war. They neglect
ed to file the claim against tbe estate of 
Abraham Lincoln in tbe probate court 
until it was barred by the statute of limi
tations and now it seems they are agita-
t ing the question of presenting it in the 
court of clainii against the national gov
ernment. It is difficult to imagine upon 
what the state of Texas would base such 
a claim as tbe state of Texas nor any 
other state ever owued a slave. The 
thirteenth amendment to the coi-stiluiiou 
put au end to property iu man either as 
individual or state 

Whatever color of right there might be 
in a claim agii'ist the general govern 
merit for loss in the emancipation of 
slaves would be individual in which the 
state would have no concern or "interest. 
That surplus in the treasury probably 

suggested the idea of presenting such a 
claim if it ever was seriously contetrpla 
ted at all. 

There is also a clause in the 4th section 
of the 14th amendment which reads as 
follows: "Neither the Uuited States nor 
any state shall .assume or pay any debt or 
obligation incurred in aid of insurrection 
or rebellion aga.nst the Uuited States, or 
any claim for the loss or emancipation of 
any slave. " 

Such a claim is forever barred by tbe 
supreme law of the land, aod the repub
licans in makity; such an absurd issue 
against the democrats in the campaigns 
of 1876 and 1830, as an intention of pay
ing the ,'rebel debt," weakened rather 
i >ian strengthened ther own cause. Such 
a proposition would be voted down by 
the popular vole of the southern states. 

republican 
piesidential 
only gave 
It is man-
two siatt s 

THE proposition tor a re-apportion-
inent of delegates to the next national 
republican convention which will he sub
mitted to tbe executive committee by 
Senator Frye, of Maiue, cannot fail to 
recommend itself as eminerlly fair and 
just, as much so as apportioning tbe 
members of congress upon the population 
of the several , states. Delegates to the 
republican national convention only 
represent t lie republican party in any 
state, not the whole people made up in 
part by democrats. Under tbe old plan 
of apportionment Iowa and Kentucky 
each are entitled to twenty-six delegates 
tn the national republican convection, 
but Io*a gave 183.927 
votes at the last 
eb ction while Kentucky 
104,550 republican votes. 
ifesi|y ii ifair that ihesi 
should have equal representation in tbe 
•i at ion h I republican convention next year, 
and the new plan gives Iowa 30 and Ken 
lucky 19. Texas, which under the old 
plan is entitled to 26 delegates only gave 
£3,296 republican votes at the last presi
dential election, and gave a democratic 
majority of 93,570, balances Iowa in tbe 
convention, and it is proposed to cut 
down Texas from 26 to 15 While it is 
right that the republicans in every state 
should be represented tiie representation 
should be proportionate. Tbe republican 
party can no more hope to obtain an 
elwloral vote from Kentucky or l'exas 
than from Canada, and it is no more than 
right that the republicans who have to 
elect the president should have a pro-
p >rtionate vo'ce in selecting the candi
date. 

It would be snmewhat amusing to see 
the democrats anopt a similar plan, but 
it is right and f a»r that they should do so. 
The confederate brigadiers would ccme 
to the fr-nt and be able tn dirtate the 

f candidate and why should they not since 
! tbe ''solid south" is depended up~>n to 
* elect a demoeratic president! A re-ad
justment of the apportionment of dele-

Wiwxmsin ii gates to the democratic national conven-
— turn would work almost exactly there-

~.«l 
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of tb»t of tl* rtpdblicaqi. 

THE measure of one's responsibility for 
his belief is a question upon which there 
is a great diversity of opinion; and how 
far one's belief is subject to control of bis 
will, or, if at all, how tar it should be. 
A man's belief cannot be. accurately de
termined from Ins actions, neither can 
his actions from his belief. How can a 
person believe until he is convinced, and 
how can one help his unbelief if be is uot 
convinced? 

THE Alert would again admonish the 
people that they cannot be too careful 
oi their land titles,for the time w;ll come 
when tuere will be an overhauling of 
these documents. Carelessness in re
spect to land titles is the history of all 
new countries, while land is cheap, but 
when it becomes valuable there are 
plenty to take advantage of any flaw that 
may be discovered in tbe title and the 
first notice of defect to the unsuspecting 
owner may be an ejectment suit and he 
inav then find that there is a link miss
ing in his chain of title tnat will either 
disposse's him or incur the expense and 
annoyance of an extended lawsuit. It 
is but small trouble and expense now to 
procure an abstract of title so that you 
may know whether it is perfect or not, 
anu if any defects are found the sooner 
they are supplied the better. Small de
fects that might now be easily and will
ingly remedied, when tbe persons who 
could supply the deficiency moye away or 
die sometimes become formidable and 
insurmountable. It is the privilege and 
wiilun the reach of every bolder of real 
estate to know the status of his title and 
if he nelgects it now he may regret 
it at some future time. 

THE O'Donnell case has raised some
thing of a breeze throughout America 
and fired the heart of the Irish as nothing 
before in the events and execution follow
ing and growing out of the Phoenix Park 
murder about eighteen months ago has 
doue. If it be true, as is asserted, that 
O'Donnell is an American citizen it is the 
right and duty of this government, to de
mand that he have a trial in accordance 
with the jurisprudence of* the country 
whose laws he is cnar<ed with violat ng, 
but no farther than that. It an English
man comes to this country aiftl violates our 
laws we have the right to punish him by 
the law, and likewise if an American 
violates the la vs of Great Britain he 
must suffer the penalty, and the American 
government has no more right to inter
pose and shield hi-u than the English 
government would have to shield one of 
hers from the penalty of violating our 
laws. If it shall be found that O'Donnell 
has had a trial in the legal jurisdiction 
under tbe Uws of tbe realm the American 
government has no right to interfere or 
review the evidencftor the rulings of the 
court. If, however, it sha'l be found 
that he was transported from one juris
diction to another in violation of the 
jurisprudence of the realm it is the duty 
of this government, if he is one of ber 
citizens, to protect him if it requires tbe 
whole military and naval power of tbe 
nation to do it. But it is hardly probable 
that the iSnglish government has made 
such a judicial blunder as that of trying 
O'Donnell outside of jurisdiction. This 
movement is open to tbe suspicion that it 
is m >re of a courting of the Irish vote in 
tho next presidential election than Amer
ican pride or personal sympathy for 
O'Donnell. 

THE movement being made by the peo
ple of Bismarck, in conjunction with 
those of localities tributary to that city 
on both sides of the river, to secure from 
the Northern Pacific railroad emigrant 
rates to correspond with those of tbe 
roads into tbe southern part of the tern-
tor}', is one tliat is worthy of emula
tion by the people along the line of that 
road all through Dakota, and particularly 
east of that point. A difference of a few 
dollars on a car or in fare would not seem 
to be much of an influence but the cold 
fact stares us in tbe face that it was suffi
cient last spring to take thousands of set
tlers into the southern part of the terri
tory who would, with equal rates, have 
come to North Dakota. The logic of 
dollars and cents is invulnerable. 

The answer of the railroad company 
with figures to show that their rates from 
St. Paul to Portland are cheaper than 
tboteofany other route is not to tbe 
point at all. They have seemed to put 
forth all their efforts to induce emigra
tion beyond the mountains to tbe neglect 
or Dakots, tbe best part of country 
through * hich their road pssses, and that 
fact more tnan any other has actuated the 
people in efforts IO secure other lines of 
road into Norta Dakota, and after next 
spring we will have plenty of them. But 
pelt spring we will be compelled to de
pend upon tbe Northern Pacific to bring 
in onr immigration and we hope that 
company may be convinced of tbe errot 
of its policy last year and accept the tide 
instead of turning it aside, by higher 
rates, to oiher reads and into other parts 
of the territory. 

It is no answer to this demand for the 
company to say tliey "know how to run 
a railroad," and surh answers have 
driven the people to learn how to run a 
railmad themselves, or how to procure 
railroads that will supply their wanta in 
the way of oringing in immigrants and 
this lrwon they ate learning very fast. 

THE people of Cirrington have the 
profound sympathy of* those of James
town in the calamity that destroyed the 
Kirk wood fcHouse which was justly s 
source of pride to them. Carrington and 
Jamestown have been so intimately con
nected by railroad and associated in busi
ness relations that ber loss .is deeply felt 
by our people. Scarcely any other two 
towns in Dakota have been so intimately 
associated and none have dwelt more 
pleasantly and harmoniously together. 

There is a lesson in this calamity by 
which both may profit if they will. The 
importance of fire protection and the 
danger of neglecting it is forcibly im
pressed by this disaster. Of ail tbe 
buildiugs in either city, tbe Kirkwood 
we presume was least expected to burn 
and yet it was the first. 

It is almost the universal history of 
fires that they break out when and where 
least expected. It is easy enough to see 
how the fire originated and how it could 
have been prevented after it has occurred 
and dono its work of devastation, but 
who ever thought a fire would originate 
just as it did? The nearest to safety we 
can attain is to be ready to combat tbe 
destroyer whenever and wherever it 
makes tbe attack. 

NO. 21 

legal contest over the cspital 
bonus bond question iu Burleigh bounty 
promises to be an interesting one. It is 
purely a legal one which does not involve 
in its consideration or decision tbe do
main of equity. The attack is made upon 
the capital fund tax of three mills, tbe 
extraordinary expenses tax of four mills, 
and for a reduction of the highway and 
bridge tax eaeh from two to one mill, 
making a total reduction of nine mills, 
and this done, a man interviewed by tbe 
Capital of that city says every man in 
Burleigh county will pay his taxes cheer
fully. The gentleman interviewed is one 
who paid his share to tbe capital bonus 
fund and says he never expected to get it 
back. He s»ys the #100,000 *:ould have 
been raised in five minutes after the lo
cation of the capital, but the men who 
guaranteed the money were too busy un
loading their real estate to attend to :t. 
He further says that promises were made 
to those who bought lots that tbey would 
not be taxed to pay the bonus. 

The effect of this proceeding will be to 
test the validity of the election held tbe 
latter part of Jnne at which a. vote was 
taken and carried to bond the county for 
tbe |100,000 guaranteed by a number of 
citizens and refund to them that amount 
which they then advanced. 

THERE seems to be a strong disposition 
in both houses of congress to make war 
upon the present public land laws, es
pecially the pre-emption aid timber cul
ture laws. The land inspectors who have 
been out in the territories the past sum
mer have returned and made their re
port of the great service they have been 
to the government, and like Btckferd, of 
tbe Bismarck district, have no doubt told 
a harrowing tale of the perjury and 
frauds of claimants; and will make it ap-
pear to tbe down east statesmen that the 
government lands and perhaps the gov
ernment itself would have gone to tbe 
demnition pow wows if it had not been 
for them. If tbe citizens of the territor
ies do not want those laws repealed they 
must take some action to offset the ex
aggerated reports of these carpet baggeis 
ind officious supernumeraries of tbe in 
terior department who have swarmed the 
frontiers during tbe summer months in 
their kid gloves and dude suits on big 
psy from the government treasury to go 
back to Washington .in the winter and 
quarter themselves in brown stone fronts 
while tbe settlers whom they have an
noyed and delayed in proving up shield 
themselves as best they can in their rude 
shacks on the Dakota prairie. 

THE bill introduced by Congressman 
Guentber, of Wisfcensin, providing for 
tbe election of governors of tbe territo 
ries by the people-is one that is eminent -
ly proper snd in harmony with a demo
cratic system of government. If there 
ever was a time when the character of 
settlement in the territories was such tbat 
it subserved the ends of good govern
ment to appoint tbe executives from 
among a people unacquainted with their 
geography and Ignorant of the needs and 
wants of their people that time has long 
since passed, and the character of the 
people in any of the territories now war
rants tbe assertion that any of them con
tains as good gubernatorial timber as can 
be found outside of their limits and far 
belter than any that can be found in the 
ranks of broken down politicians in tbe 
states wbo are out of a job. The spirit 
that protested against England sending 
her carpet baggers over here to govern 
our colonies before tbe revolution is born 
and bred in the bone of the Amencan 
citizen, and the citizens of thefterrito-
ries now protest against tbe like princi
ple in the federal government of appoint* 
ing the goveinors over them from among 
people wbo have uo sympathy or interest 
in common with them. The politicians 
will doubtless make war upon this bill 
and the people ot the territories should 
support its advocates by endorsement in 
every possible v><} proper u^oser. 

THE railroad combinations tbat are 
now being, entered into seem to be taken 
t y tbe Chicago, Burlington ft Quincy as 
the gageof battle and the indications are 
that it will declare war aoen which wilLr 

involve many other lines. 

THE Bismarck papers Lave been some
what agitated of late by the exaggerated 
report circulated in the east of the ex
treme cold weather at that point a few 
weeks ago giving the temperature at 40 
degrees below zero. The report not only 
affected that point but all of North Da
kota in the same latitude. It is doubt
ful whether those in the east who «re 
gullible enough to be dissuaded from 
emigrating to this country by such men
dacious reports would be desirable ac
quisitions to its settlement or not. In 
going about and conversing with tbe peo
ple of the states of a more southern lati
tude one will find that it is the goods box 
whittlers and barber shop and grocery 
store loafers who are forever harping 
about the cold weather in Dakota. The 
pushing farmer and live business man 
rarely says anything about it. Those 
wbo are interested enough can easily iu-
form themselves by referring to the sig
nal servico reports that are published 
trom all points every day in the metro
politan dailies. 

But in view of the exaggerated re
ports which find their, way into country 
papersdown south and east the Alert 
would suggest tbat it would be a good 
plan for all the papers in North Dakota 
to publish every day the temperature in 
their respective localities that tSieir read
ers in the east m*y see the correct state
ment for themselves. 'These could be 
carried for a week and then published iu 
the weeklies so tbat the readers of those 
papers would have a report fer every 
day. One might as well call a man an 
idiot as to ask him to believe that it is no 
colder here than it is m Kans%s. Tbe 
very nature of things gives tbe lie to the 
assertion. Dakota suffers more injustice 
from withholding the truth than from 
publishing it£in full. 
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THE introduction of tbe bill in congress 
by Delegate Raymond for the organiza
tion of tbe territory of North Dakota is 
an act which correctly represents a large 
majority ef tbe people of both sections 
of the territory, for the effect of its adop
tion would be a division of the territory. 
The Alert has not as yet seen the full 
text of the bill but presumes that it 
makes the forty-sixth parallel the south
ern boundary line. There will be little 
if anv opposition to tbe measure by the 
citizens of tbe territory, and that little 
will be in the vicinity of Bismarck for 
a reason that can hardly be called public 
spirit, but still one that probably would 
be found in any locality having a real or 
presumptive title to the capital. Bis
marck was one of the strongest advocates 
of division until tbe capital removal 
scheme was projected and it is not at all 
surprising that it would rather be the 
capital of 153,000 square miles of domain 
than of 75,000 and take the chances of 
being the capital ef the smaller—run tbe 
gauntlet of another capital location. 

But it is, we think, the settled purpose 
of a large majority of the people of tbe 
territory to accomplish division and re
sist admission as a whole, and Bismarck 
can ill afford to incur the animosity of 
the eastern portion of North Dakota by-
opposing division, for that portion ha* 
the power to move tbe capital if its peo
ple combine together for that purpoee. 
Tbe passage of this bill would give us, 
and forever settle our title to, the name 
of North Dakota to which every citizen 
clings with unrelenting tenacity and one 
to which South Dakota could offer no 
valid objection. The matter of location 
of the capital of North Dakota is one of 
m>nor and secondary consideration, as 
the ideas of the people on the value of 
tbe name of being the capital have been 
very materially modified by the experi
ences ef the past year. It is morally cer-
tain that uo city or town in North Da
kota will give |100,000 for the name of 
being tbe capital, and if, in case of divi-
sion, the ea pital should bo taken from 
Bismarck it will be more because she 
has provoked antagonism than any ether 
cause. ! 
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TheXaaseo Oattto 
KANSAS Cm, Dec: 12.—Reports having 

been telegraphed abroad tbat many cattle 
in Douglass, Jefferson and adjoining 
counties in Kansas were dying with some 
contagious disease, perhaps pleural pneu
monia, the Livestock Indicator ef this 
citv lias investigated the matter aod to
morrow will say the reports are un
founded. Vetennaries as well as tbe 
best informed stockmen say the few toasts 
that have occurred are from the use ot 
ot damaged and unwholesome food re-f-
suiting in an ailment similar to dry mur*"' 
rain. Here and there a few head have 
died bu tnotbing like epidemic. 

RnnUuttbrth* MMoail OoawstMk. 
WASHINGTON. Dec. 12—The parlors and. 

corridors of the Arlington hnueej. 
were filled this evening with membew of-
tbe national republican committee and 
delegates from various states. 

Chicago men are very confident that 
tbe convention will goto that city and 
say that they already have enough piodg-
ed votes to secure the holding of tne next 
convention in that city. " 

Cincinnati and Indianapolis delegates, 
however, are no: willing to concedc this,' 
though a few of them sav privately that 
tbey would not be surprise j if Chicag* 
is selected as tfee pi«c« of cuettiof, T 
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