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FARM, Fi£LI> AND FIRESIDE. 

Farming Pangtaplu. 
A British spotsman repels flies from 

horses by lightly sponging the neck 
and haunches with kerosene. During 
the first three miles of a recent journey 
the pests distressed and tensed his thin-
skinned, spirited steed almost beyond 
endurance, but after the application of 
oil, and during the remaining eleven 
miles of the trip, though still pursued 
by thousands of the winged bores, not 
one ventured to alight and present his 
Ml. 

The Kansas Cowboy says that a gen
tleman remarked to the editor that the 
recent rains would bo the ruin of many 
a granger. Why? "Because," said he, 
"this is not a country for the plow, but 
lor stock; and this is an exceptional 
year, such as lias not been known since 
the settlement by the most adventurous 
ranchmen and the grangers will regard 
it as conclusive evidence that every 
year will produce crops, and will ex
pend their last dollar trying, only to 
bring ruin upon them and their fami
lies. " 

A. B. Allen states that he finds wheat 
bran an unprofitable feed for swine. 
They do not seem to possess the power 
of digesting it, consequently much of it 
passes through them only partially as
similated. If mixed with corn meal it 
does better, and can be fed with ad
vantage to cattle, along with cut hay, 
if mixed with it and well wetted, as it 
then undergoes a second mastification. 

Planting1 Tree Seed, etc. 

Rural iNew Yorker:—The proper time 
to gather any seeds for planting is when 
fully ripe; watch and wait until there 
is evidence that they are in this condi
tion, and then gather them. 2. The 
best of all times to plant all these seeds 
is in the Fiill. The only objection is 
the danger of their being eaten by 
gophers, mice, rats, squirrels, etc. The 
ground should be prepared the same as 
for corn; in fact, it can bo used the 
first two or three years forcorn, letting 
the trees take the place of every third 
row. 3. To keep the seeds till Spring, 
where vermin are so bad that fall plant 
ing is not practicable, they should 
be placed in sand or loam 
in a box, which should have 
some holes bored in the top and bottom, 
and these holes should bo protected 
with pieces o£ perforated tin or iron, so 
that vermin can not enter. The boxes 
should be buried in the ground, in some 
place where thdir contents will keep 
damp, but not become watersoaked,and 
it will be all the better if in some place 
where they will freeze solid. In spring, 
plant as above directed. The ash, Box-
elder and beech seed should not be 
planted more than a half-inch deep; the 
larger nuts may be planted an inch, and 
all should have thorough and clean cul
ture. 4. The kinds of trees that may 
be regarded as "timber trees" within 
the meaning of the law, are specified as 
follows: "Ash, alder, beech, birch, 
black-waluut, basswood, black-locust, 
cedar, chestnut, cottonwood, elm, lir, 
including spruce, hickory, honey-lo
cust, larch, maple, including box-elder, 
oak, piiu>, plane-tree, otherwise called 
cot ton-tree, button-wood,or sycamore, 
service-tree, otherwise called mountain 
ash, white-walnut, otherwise called 
buttor:nut, white-willow and white-
wood, otherwise called tulip-tree." 
The above list was intended only as a 
general guide, and will not be construed 
so as to exclude any trees falling with
in the description of trees recognized in 
the neighborhood as of value for timber, 
or for commercial purposes, or for fire
wood or domestic use. Either of the 
following might, in some localities, be 
worty ot cultivation as timber trees, 
and several of them may :>e classed 
among the vduable kinds:—Ailantlius, 
blue-beech, cherry, especially the black 
cherry, gum-trees, hackberry, iron wood, 
osage-orange, peach, pear, apple, plum, 
etc. The general permission to plant 
such trees as are of general use in any 
section, was granted by a decision of 
February 10, 1882, as the omissions in 
the list previously enumerated, had 
given rise to severe criticism. 

Bayadere Staff* in Jaunty Costumes. 
New York Letter in Cincinnati Enquirer. 

Many women are usuing the bayadere 
striped stuffs which are brought out 
among fall novelty fabrics for skirts of 
their traveling dresses and utility cos 
tames. With the simplest materials 
they contrive to produce pretty suits, of 
which the following may be ^aken as a 
sample: The skirt is composed of 
wide blue and red bayadere stripes (that 
means horizontal bands not vertical 
lines), the blue stripes being wider than 
the red ones, thus making blue the pre
dominant. color. The tunic is of fine 
blue serge, turned up at the edge with 
striped revers. The"plaited corsage of 
the same serge is open at the neck over 
a plastron of the striped material, the 
stripes running across the chest, as ra 
waistcoats worn under sailor blouses. 
The moderately tight sleeves have cuffs 
of the striped stuff. Now, is not that 
a pretty model, containing a great deal 
of suggestion for other suits in other 
colors. 

with the lace, while the sleeves, slight
ly pulled on the shoulders and reach
ing to the elbow, will be met by long 
white kid gloves, which are being made 
to order to fit the slender little hands 
of the bride. The slippers are to be 
made of the dress materials, and em
broidered in white pearls, while the 
stockings will be of the finest white 
silk. The veil will probably be of il
lusion. There is a rare old-point-lace 
veil in the family, and this may worn, 
although tulle is more becoming and 
preferred by the bride. It will be fas
tened by a half wreath of apple blos
soms and caught by diamond pins. 
She will wear other diamond jewels and 
carry a large bouquet of roses andlilies-
of-the-vally, surrounded by maiden
hair ferns. 

himself and make his work pay 10 pet! 
cent, on his value. He is the greatest 
part of his capital and it is the greatest 
of all errors to misuse himself.—N. J. H. 

Gorffaona Wedding Dress. 

The wedding dress of Miss Carrie As-
tor, the New York heiress who will be 
married in November, is now being 
made in Paris, and will be sent over the 
first of November. It is described as 
follows: 

It is to be of a very heavy pearl white 
satin, made with a full princesse train, 
which will be bordered by a plisse of 
the satin and on the edge a niching of 
fine point lace in a wild-ro>e design. 
The front is to bo covered with ruffles 
of rare point lace that Itclonged to Miss 
Astor's grandmother. The lace will 
not be cut, but will cross over in 
flounces, and at the sides will be caught 
down in a twist and l.eld by a cluster 
of orange blofsoms and ]>earls. The 
corsage will be cut square and bordered 

A Good Void for Homely Girls. 
Pittsburg Dispatch. 

'Why are homely girls always the 
best scholars, the best workers and 
make the best of wives ?" This ques
tion was propounded by an observant 
and intelligent gentleman who has been 
twice led to the hymeneal alter, and is 
ready to be sacrificed again. 

"Is such really the case?" 
"I have reason to know that it is. It 

is natural enough, isn't it? The girl 
who is handsome in feature and form 
concludes very early in life that these 
are her stock in trade, and with them 
she enters the matrimonial market. 
Nine times out of ten she is soon off the 
books and at the head of a house. Her 
homely sister has hardly entered her 
teens until she discovers she is made to 
stand aside for the pretty-faced girls. 
All the neatness of dress, elegance of 
manners and proficiency in the arts of 
making one's self attrac tive she do es. 
deliberately and for a purpose, perlinps, 
or possibly for no other reason than, 
Topsv-like she grew that way." 

"The chances are she does it solely 
for the purpose of compensating for her 
lack of physical beauty." 

"My observations lead directly to the 
opposite conclusions," replied the in
telligent observer. " There is among the 
great laws of nature one known as tho 
law of compensation, and I am thor
oughly convinced that to it the homely 
girl is indebted for the tastes and dis
position that prompt her to make her
self useful when she can not be orna
mental." 

"Then, if you had tho choice of two 
ladies, one beautiful and the other 
homelv, you would take the homely 
one?"" 

"Experience and observation both 
teach me that would be the wise thing 
to do. The first impulse would natur
ally be to take tho prettier of the two, 
but I would give the first impulse time 
to pass off, and act upon sober, second 
thought." 

The old gentleman may be entirely 
right in this matter. 

A Flea for the Country Cemetery. 

Mr. Wm. Robison, a well-known En
glish author, in an admirable work en
titled "TheParks and Gardens of Paris," 
makes the highly flattering statement 
that ' 'the Americans are the only peo
ple who bury thoir dead decently and 
beautifully." Mr. Robinson evidently 
refers to our city and town cemcteries, 
rather than to those of the country. 
Surely, the average rural burying 
ground does not merit such an enconi-
um. It is too often as desolate in ap
pearance as it is solemn in its associa
tions. It is frequently a living example 
of the adage that "what is 
everybody's business is nobody's 
business." T' fence enclosing it is 
often dilapidti"™*. and sometimes pros
trate, or wanting; the thorns and 
thistles grow unmolested, while the 
weather-beaten stalks of last year's 
weeds are monuments, not to the mem
ory of tho dead, but to the shiftlessness 
of the living. 

All will agree that it would bo count
ed a disgrace for a city to permit its 
cemetery to become a jungle. Why is 
tiie same thing less disgraceful in 
tho country? Aro the expenses of 
living, or are taxes less burdensome in 
the city than in the country ? Are we 
willing to admit that people living in 
the city are less worldly-minded ? If 
it is true that farmers take too little 
pride in the appearance of their 
premises; it is not less true that they 
show too little respect both for the 
dead and the living, in their burying 
grounds.—Sural New Yorker. 

Farmer's Srrors. 

Formerly a barn needed a roomy 
threshing-floor, whereon to swing the 
flails. No such thing is needed now. 
Two rows of posts, some beams, girts 
and braces, and a tight roof and walls 
are sufficient. An excellent cow-stable, 
with all the modern improvements, can 
be built for $5 per cow, and how much 
better to have 100 cows in $5 stalls, 
than 5 cows in $100 stalls. Another 
capital error—because a waste of capital 
—is to keep poor horses and cows. A 
$50 horse is not worth one-fourth as 
much as one that is worth $100. It 
will eat as much and cost as much for 
harness, and will neither do as much 
work nor live so long. A $20 cow, that 
makes three pounds of butter in a week, 
costs as much for everything, labor 
and utensils included, as one worth 
$100 and makes ten pounds a week. 
Another error is to work poor land. 
Many a man has broken his back and 
lost his heart on a poor farm which he 
has suffered to run down by bad man
agement. He has spread his labor and 
capital ever 100 acres, when by confin
ing himself to twenty-five or thirty, ho 
might have become happy and rich. 
The way to repair such a capital error 
is to begin with Due field and get that 
into good condition, and let the rest lie, 
and so go through the farm. One rich 
fipld will then make it easy to enrich 
another or two; and while the begin
ning is slow, it is downhill work, and 
as the end is nearly reached progress is 
fast and easy. The worst of all capi
tal errors is for the farmer to neglect his 
own improvement and cultivation. A 
man « who has $ 10,000 in a farm and 
stock, may easily have twice as much m 

Latent Power of Han are. 
Sir J. B. Lawes says, in the North 

British Agriculturist, that it does not 
follow, as a matter of course, that al
though tho application of a manure has 
produced no effect upon the growing 
crop, it may not prove effective at some 
future time. Years afterwards, when 
perhaps all recollection of the applica
tion has passed away, or possibly 
when some unaccountable luxuriance 
on certain portions of a field may 
indicate the burial-ground of a ma
nure which was supposed to have 
failed. In one of his experiments at 
Rothamsted, in the year 1844, about 
two-thirds of an acre of land was ma
nured with a considerable amount of 
potash and phosphate of lime. The 
crop was wheat, and the produce was 
154 bushels per acre. As the land 
which received no manure whatever 
yielded a crop of 15 bushels per acre, 
it was evident that the manure had 
practically failed. In the following 
year salts of ammonia were applied, and 
flhe produce was 31T-8 bushels per 
acre. 

Personal Gossip. 
The walkers and runners of the pres

ent age are pigmies by the side of the 
professional runners of the days before 
railroads and telegraphs. Even fifty 
years since we find that Ernest Meusen 
was famed for his swift locomotion. He 
onee ran from Paris to Moscow, a dis
tance of 1,760 miles, in thirteen days 
and eighteen hours. In 1836 he ran from 
Calcutta to Constantinople, 5,615 miles, 
in fifty-nine days. He always outstrip
ped mounted couriers. Invariably he 
took a direct route, climbing moun
tains, swimming rivers and running 
through forests. His food was a small 
quantity or biscuit and raspberry sirup. 
He died in 1853, while running through 
Upper Egypt. 

The English ladies who accompany 
the British scientists in this country ap
pear to better advantage than the men. 
Their chief physical characteristic is 
their fine, healthy glow of color, betok
ening good health and outdoor life. 
They are, with few exceptions, taller 
and larger than American women ordi-
nirily, and have a more vigorous look 
and carriage. If their faces show less 
delicacy of expression and fewer refine
ments of feature, and if their voices are 
noticeably of greater volume, their 
erect figures, strong coloring and vig
orous gait are compensating advantages. 
Their voices are seldom low and musi
cal, and, although not pitched high, 
are loud and strong. They are good 
walkers taking a pace in the streets 
which would leave their American sis
ters, at least those who are citv-bred 
far in the rear. 

Those who have seen the ex-Empres9 
Eugenie within the past few weeks say 
that she is rapidly breaking down, and 
predict that she will not much longer 
survive her husband and son, whose 
memory she mourns constantly. She 
was persuaded a few weeks ago to leave 
her home at Farnborough, England, 
and try the effect of a secluded summer 
residence in Switzerland. The change, 
however, has not resulted in any benefit 
to her health, and she is nowundis-
guisedly a decrepit, broken old woman. 
Some traces of her famous beauty still 
remain, but there is no vestige of hei 
former vigor and spirit. She is bentj 
withered and querulous, and when she 
undertakes to walk, totters along pain
fully with the helii of a stick. 

On Sunday, the 2Gth of next month, 
Sir Moses Monteliore, the great He
brew philanthropist, will be one hun-
dred'years old. and active preparations 
are being made almost everywhere to 
celebrate the day properly. The coun
cil of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations has issued a circular to 
the rabbis of the congregations belong
ing to the union, requesting them tc 
hold a special service on that Sunday 
for the purpose of celebrating Sir Mos
es's birthday, and to make collections 
for a fund to endow a professorsliip, 
thus combining the name with the on
ly Hebrew collegiate institution in 
America. Tho purpose of this college 
is to train young men for the ministry. 

Three Heals a Day Necessary. 
An English writer gives some much-

needed advice as to the times and fre
quency of meals. In his opinion the 
present usual practice of three meals a 
day has good reason, as well as custom, 
in its favjr. When work of any kind 
is being done, whether mental oi 
bodily, the intervals between taking 
food "should not be so long as to entail 
demands on the system when its store 
for the generation of force is exhausted. 
An ordinary full meal, in the case of a 
healthy man, is generally considered 
to have been completely digested and 
to have passed cut of the stomach iu 
four hours. A period of rest should 
then be granted to the stomach. As
suming that two hours are allowed for 
this, the interval between one meal and 
another would be six hours; and this 
accords with the experience of most 
men. During rest and sleep there is less 
waste going on, and especially during 
sleep there is a greatly diminished activ
ity of all the functions of the 
body. The interval, therefore, between 
the last meal of one day and the first of 
the next may be longer, as it generally 
is, than "between the several day meals. 
Assuming that breakfast be taken 
about 8 or 9 o'clock, there should be a 
mid-day meal about 1 or 2. The char
acter of this must depend on the nature 
of the day's occupation and the con
venience of the individual. With wom
en and children this is generally their 
hungry time, and the mid-day repast, 
whether called luncheon or dinner, is 
the chief meal. So it is with the mid
dle and laboring classes, for the most 
part. But for merchants, professional 
men and others, whose occupations take 
them from home all the day, this is in
convenient, and moreover, it is not 
found conductive to health or comfort 
to take a full meal in the midst of the 
day's work. There cm, however, be 
no doubt that much evil arises from at-

JKilitaaey Ballooning. 
Although it is just ninety years ago 

since the French first established a mil
itary balloon corps, our first serious 
Btep in this direction was taken only the 
other day by the formation of a school 
of military ballooning at Chatham. As 
a rule, we are rather late in adopting 
what a prejudiced mind considers as an 
innovation; but in this case let us hope 
that our own experiences and those of 
observers for the past century will go 
far to make this school the foundation 
of what with us ought to become a per
manent military institution. In 1794 a 
military ajronautic school was founded 
at Meudon, under the superintendence 
of Colonel Coutelle and a chemist, 
named Guyton de Morveau. Four bal
loons were speedily manufactured for 
the use of the armies operating in the 
north, on the Sambre, on the Mouse, 
and in Egypt. In June of the same year 
Colonel Coutelle, accompanied by his 
adjutant and the general, made an as
cent in a captive balloon of four lnurs' 

) duration, for the purposes of observa-
j tion before the battle of Fleurus, and it 
j is reported that to this was mainly due 
i the victory, owing to the moral effect on 
| the enemy, who were greatly disconcer

ted at their positions and movements 
being discovered, thus preventing the 
possibilities of a sruprise from their 
side. This balloon was inflated with 
hydrogen gas. In 1830, during the 
African campaign, military ballooning 
was attempted on a small scale, but 
with no valuable or even practical re
sult. Again, in 1840, a reconnoissance 
was made in a balloon sent up from be
fore Venice. We find again that, in 
the Italian war of 1859, although there 
w as no military balloon crops ready at 
the time, the French made use of 
balloons managed by professionals, and 
that an important reconnoissance was 

| made in a tire balloon before the battle 
of Solferino. During the late Ameri
can war balloons were much used by 
the Federals. General McLellan had 
A regular balloon crops attached to 
the staff of his army. This crops con
sisted of a captain, an assistant captain, 
»nd about fifty noncommissioned officers 
md men. The apparoil was carried in 
iwo four-horse wagons; these wagons 
»lso carried the generators. There 
were acid carts besides, and hydrogen 
?as was used. There were two balloons 
in use, one of a capacity of 13,000 cubic 
feet, the other of 20,000 cubic feet, 
Their inflation usually occupied from 
three to four hours; and it is only 
fair to presume that, as these balloons 
were in constant use till the close of the 
war, somo material value must 
have been drawn from them. 
During the siege of Paris, 

; the only means of communication that 
i the beleaguered garrison had with the 
! outer world was through balloons. Two 
immense Government manufactories 
were started at two of the principal 
railway stations, and many hundred men 
and women were employed, the women 
in cutting and sewing, the men, chiefly 
sailors, in knotting and splicing. In 
all sixty-four balloons were sent up; 

! several were captured by the Prussians; 
many were fired at. One descended at 
Christiania, after a journey of fifteen 
hours' duration. The average capacity 

' of these balloons was from 70,000 to 
72,000 cubic feet. Experiments were 
tried at Aldershot in 1862-63, and again 
in 1880 with tho ill-fated Salailin, in 
which, later on, poor Mr. Powell lost 

1 bis life; but these experiments were on 
no very large scale. Captive balloons 

j are always more dangerous than free, 
< and can only be managed with any safe
ty in calm or moderate weather. Each 
balloon should be supplied with a para-

! chute. On Sept. 21, 1802, Garnerin 
left his balloon at a height of three-
quarter3 of a mile from the earth. At 
first he descended with great velocity; 
but his descent became mere gradual, 
and in four minutes from the time he 
quitted his ballon he landed gently and 
safely on terra firms. Small parachut
es would also be found useful for low
ering sketches, reports, messages, etc. 
British Army and Navy Gazette. 

The Fighting Parson of Texas. 
From the Qalveston (Texas) News. 

Texas still has some pioneer preach
ers. The San Angela Standard reports 
briefly a sermon delivered in that place 
by Andrew Jackson Potter, the fighting 
parson. Among other things, he said: 
"I have preached out here on the fron
tier for the past 16 years, and I lived 
and supported a large family, I must 
say, though, I got most of my support 
from the cowboys. Years ago, where 
the town of Uvalde now stands, I have 
skipped from thicket to thicket in my 
endeavors to escape from the leaden 
bullets that were flying around in order 
to reach a little old log house where I 
could preach to a few women and chil
dren. Now, look at the Uvalde to-day 
with its five fine churches, whose spires 
point heavenward. I went to Fort Clark 
to preach several years ago, and started 
in without a church member .and at the 
end of 12 months I quit without a mem
ber. I thought that was the hardest place 
I had struck. One day, just after the 
boys had been paid off, I was walking 
up the street and noticed a lot of sol
diers and gamblers in front of a saloon. 
As I was pafting, one of them hollered: 
'Hullo Parson!' I went across, and 
they asked me to preach, saying this 
was the biggest crowd I'd ever have an 
opportunity to talk to in Brackett. I 
said: 'Gentlemen, preaching is my busi
ness, but I always make it a rule be
fore beginning to take up a collection. 
Fifty cents is the regular donation.' 
Taking off my hat I started around. 
All that I presented the hat to threw, in 
50 cents until I came to a young gam
bler. He looked at the hat, shook his 
head, saying, 'Parson, I'd like to chip 
in. but I'm busted.' I got mors money 
in that place than any I have been in. 
Holding services at a place one time I 
took up a collection for the support of 
missions. There was a poor old lady 
present who I noticed dropped a five-
dollar gold piece in the hat. I knew 
she was very poor and not able to afford 
to much, and thought she had intended 

to throw in a quarter, but made a mis
take. So next day I met her hnsband 
and said to him: 'Look here, your wife 
put a five-dollar gold piece in the hat 
yesterday. I think she njiust have 
made a mistake.' 'No, no,' he replied, 
my wife didn't make no mistake. She 

don't fling often, but let me tell you 
when she flings she flings.'" 

A CITY OF PRETTY GIRLS. 
The Way Steep Street* and Fare Air Con

tribute to the Beauty of Queboo Women. 

"There are no homely girls in Que
bec," a native-born Canadian said to a 
visitor to the ancient citadel city of 
Canada. "I have often stood at a win
dow and watched for one in the throng 
passing on the sidewalks, but I have 
never yet seen a Quebec girl who could 
be described as ugly. I don't claim 
that thov are all absolutely beautiful; 
but there is something in the clear, in
vigorating air, and perhaps in the soil 
and surroundings of this lofty and rocky 
city, that gives them sparkling eyes, 
brilliant complexions and elasticity of 
step. Montreal is full of pretty women, 
but Quebec can beat her in that respect. 
Have you noticed how easily our Quebec 
girls climb the steep city streets ? When 
they are ascending a sidewalk that 
slopes upward at an apparent angle of 
thirty degrees, they don't seem to mind 
it. They don't lag, they don't get out 
of breath, they don't stagger from one 
side of the walk to tho other. They 
just go up as lightly and gracefully as 
any lady can walk across a parlor 
floor. You can't do it and keep 
pace with them, unless you've been 
brought up here. They'd tire you out 
before you got half way from Break
neck Steps to Dufferin Terrace. The 
exercise they get is partly the secret of 
their good looks. 

"Then there's another thing that 
helps. Ther're out of doors half the 
time. On a pleasant evening the ter
race, that broi d plank promenade 
which stretches for a quarter of a mile 
along the top of the precipice under the 
brow of Cape Diamond, is crowded 
with them, strolling in pairs or groups, 
chatting, laughing, and perhaps flirt
ing a little. You don't mind that, do 
you? No. Well, look what a pleasure 
ground it is. Two hundred feet above 
the waters of the St. Lawrence, and-
facing one of the 'very finest views in 
the world, as every body admits, which 
extends from Point Levi down the river 
to Cape Tourment, and from the gorge 
ot Montmorenci far back among the 
Lourentian Mountains. You can't 
blame us Quebeckers for being proud 
of it. And there's where the Quebec 
girls breathe the pure air that puts 
roses in their cheeks and the snap into 
their eyes. Yes, sir, steep streets and 
plenty of fresh air, and, perhaps, the 
subtle influence of a world-famous 
landscape, form the chief secret of the 
beauty of our girls. 

ROMANCE OF A RAILWAY. 

The First Bailrords in America and What 
Was Thought of Them. 

Boston Advertiser. 
Mr. W. S. Kennedy has published a 

book on the "Wonders and Curiosities 
of the Railway," which presents the ro
mantic side of the railroad. It was, he 
says, Erasmus Darwin who wrote these 
two prophetic lines: 
Soon shall tliy arm, unconquered steam, afar 
Draw the slow barge or drive the rapid car. 

It is not true that Mother Shipton 
ever embodied this in her weird writ
ings: 

Carriages without horses shall go 
And accidents fill the world with woe. 

These lines are proved to be forge
ries having been written in London in 
1867. 

Mr. Kennedy traces the history of the 
railrori in England and the United 
States, and gives proper precedence to 
the "Granite Railroad," of Quiney, 
Mass., as the first actual iron road m 
this country. It'was built in 1826 by 
Gridly Bryant, and designed for carry
ing stone from the granite quarries of 
Quincy to the Bunker Hill Monument 
in Boston. The next railroad was one 
constructed by the Deleware and Hud
son Central Company to connect their 
mines at Carbondale with Honesdale. 
"It was on this road," the author tells 
us, "that the first revolution on Ameri
can soil of the driving-wheel of a locomo
tive was made." It was an English 
engine, and was built at Stourbridge. 
The "Stourbridge Lion" weighed seven 
tons, and some uneasiness was felt as 
to its crossing a frail hemlock trestle 
over the Lackawaxen River. Mr. Ho
ratio Allen had charge, and the trial 
trip took place August 8, 1829. But 
the chief honor is due to the late Peter 
Cooper, who built the first American 
locomotive, the Tom Thumb, which 
ran • over the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad. The little machine weighed 
a ton. and had one independent 
invention about it—a steam blast, 
which is the fundamental feature 
of all modern locomotives. Once 
there was a race between the Tom 
Thumb and a horse belonging to a ri
val stage proprietor. The horse dis
tanced the locomotive because the belt 
of the blowing engine slipped its drum. 
These were the beginnings of the sub
stitution of steam for horses, and to-day, 
with 20,000 locomotives in the United 
States, the work of 40,000,000 horses is 
represented. 

Mr. Kennedy has not overlooked all 
the strange objections made to rail
roads in England and France. When 
Mr. Stephenson was cross-questioned 
by a special committee as to the speed 
of his engine, an inquisitor with a 
deprecatory smilo asked, "Will you say 
that you can go thirty miles an hour ?" 
and the reply was, "Certainly." Then 
every member of that committee leaned 
back and roared with incredulous laugh
ter. M. Thiers was at first violently 
opposed to railroads. They might do, 
he thought, for short distances, but 
were impracticable for long routes. 
M. Arago thought that tunnels would 
be injurious to health. In 1833 there 
were objectors in the United States. 
It was a Bostonian who wrote: "The 
rich and the poor, the educated and the 
ignorant, the polite and the vulgar all 
herd together in this modern improve
ment in traveling—and all this for the 
sake of doing very uncomfortably in 
two days what wotdd be done delight
fully iu eight or ten days." 

tempting to go through the day with
out food, and then with exhausted pow
ers sitting down to a hearty meal. 
Something of a light, easily digestible, 
but sustaining character, should be tak
en toward 1 or 2 o'clock.—Boston Tran
script. 

General Paragraphs. 
The daily consumption of oysters in 

New York is about 20,000 bushels. To 
see that no one has to go without a 
share, $20,000,000, it is estimated, have 
been invested in the business, in which 
16,000 persons are employed. Includ
ing the 3,000 places where oysters are 
served, tlie investment is three times as 
great and its employes number over 25* 
000. 

Hay fever victims have been holding 
their annual reunion at Bethlehem, a 
town of New Hampshire, which is BO 
high above sea level as to be exempt 
from this yearly plague. They, the vic
tims, allege the discovery of two great 
cures. One is to cauterize the entire 
mucous lining of the nostrils and nasal 
fossae; the other they say with assumed 
hilarity, is to boil the nose in water for 
fifteen minutes. 

Professor G. F. Armstrong, of York
shire College, Leeds, formerly profes
sor of engineering and applied science 
examiner in the University of Montreal, 
vouches for the high character of the 
instruction provided in American 
schools, some of which "are, indeed, 
models of what a technical school 
ought to be," mentioning the Stevens, 
the Rensselaer, the Institute of Tech
nology of this city, and the Lehigh, 
the Cornell and the Michigan universi
ties. 

The very spot on which the late Czar 
of Russia was assassinated is being 
marked by the erection of a great 
cathedral for which the Russian Gov
ernment will purchase from the Eng
lish proprietors, for £12,000, the well-
known picture by Paul Veronese, "The 
Adoration of the Magi." 

A Norway correspondent of the Bos
ton Advertiser describes what he calls 
a phenomenon, which he discovered in 
a country village: "He was a country 
innkeeper, who was also postmaster, 
storekeeper, parish clerk, schoolmaster, 
well read in his own literature and his
tory, who read also, and to a small ex
tent spoke, Latin and English. He 
was deeply interested in Engl'sh liter
ature. Liice all true Norsemen, he 
greatly loved and admired Shakspere; 
he had also read Mill and Darwin, Ten
nyson and Longfellow. He was a re
ligious man. too, and acted as clerk in 
the church, reading the opening prayer 
of the service in a clear, fine voice, with 
deep solemnity of manner, while in the 
evening of Sunday he walked near
ly two miles to teach th6 boys and girls 
of the school in the neighboring town
ship." 

At a recent address delivered by ex-
Governor Rice, of Massachusetts, at the 
Institute Fair at Boston, speaking of 
Mexico, he said: "Mexico needs con
venient and modern hotels upon the 
system now so popular in the United 
States. It will not be long ere Ameri
can capital will be invested in that di
rection, and yielding a flattering income. 
There is also needed machinery for pre
paring the fibres of Mexico for the man
ufacture of carpets, rope, matting and 
also paper. Thousands upon Thou
sands of tons of fibre annually go to 
waste in that country, which could be 
used here and in Europe for the manu
facture of paper. It is so abundant 
and cheap that ere many years shall 
pass this great industry will be one of 
the most important and furnish a large 
part of the material for the entire 
world." 

A curious experiment has lately been 
made at Acqui, Italy, by the proprietor 
of some baths there. This gentleman 
has at his disposal an inexhaustible 
supply of hot water from a natural 
spring, the temperature being 167 
degrees Fahrenheit. The surplus not 
required for the baths has been divert
ed so as to flow through pipes to a gar
den on the outskirts of the town. Here 
the warm liquid flows beneath a num
ber of forcing frames containing melons, 
tomatoes, asparagus, and other garden 
produce. The result is that a supply 
of these delicacies is ready for market 
at a very early period of the year, 
when, therefore, they fetch high prices. 

The JLeystone of a Great Tower 
Laid. 

Philadelphia Times. 

Three hundred people with upturned 
faces and staring eyes, watched the mon
ster marble keystone of the arch of the 
big tower of the Public Buildings of 
Philadelphia as it swung in air. A 
slight board railing kept the crowd from 
getting under the stone. Slender two 
inch steel cables, looking hardly strong 
enough to bear a workman's weight, 
held the mass. A tall man with red
dish whiskers, made the signal to "hoist 
away," and a black giant arm stretch
ing out from above the marble top, 100 
feet in air, gathered in the slender 
cords. The figure of a workman, seem
ing as though viewed from the large 
end of a telescope, walked out 
upo® the giant's arm and looked 
down. Beneath the stone a mason 
nonchalantly chipped away with 
hammer and chisel at a marble block. 
The grimy giant's arm made a sweep 
and then stopped over the aperture 
where the six tons of marble were to 
lodge. From the courtyard below the 
immense block looked as though two 
men could lift ft. Across Penn square 
the brass hands of the Broad street 
station clock noted the flight of two 
hours before the keystone was in place. 

"The heaviest stone in the tower is 
the covering place in the circle forming 
the lower front of the tower. It weighs 
thirty-two tons," said foreman Law
rence. "I expect to have till tho stone 
work completed by the end of the sea
son ot 1886. The h«igth of the tower 
then will be 240 feet. From that ele
vation the iron work commences and 
goes 125 feet higher, until, to the crown 
of William Penn's hat, the height ox 
535 feet is reached." 

a-'.1%•*> 

- M m  

. - — . % • ̂  

m 
'I 

1 

•Oi'V 

. I. ..W 


