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THE way of the politician is hard. 
There are "spotters'' on l ite track of every 
one of them. The lack of zeal of presi
dent Arthur for the Blaine ticket in the 
recent campaign was carefully noted in 
the book of judgment anil when he came 
up for United States senator in New York 
the book was opened on linn and lio 
withered like a tree that is cut down. 
The laggards are all on record anil if 
Blaine doesn't get in his work on litem 
there is no truth in the old saying Hint a 
leopard cannot, change his spots nor lite 
Ethiopian the color of his skin 

IT is apparent that, congress docs not 
Intend to do much the present, session. 
The republican members nre somewhat, 
indisposed Iroin the effects of the late 
presidential campaign and the democrats 
are hampered by the uncertainty <<f Iho 
line of policy which will he pursued by 
the president they *tiaye*eJccf?3r" fi is' 
net probable that either house will pass 
any measure of political significance 
without a tacit, understanding that it will 
be defeated in the other. The last session 
of congress is very much like the last 
day* of school, a sort of play spell too late 
to begin anything new and no taste for 
finishing up the old. • 

THE house has refused to set a day for 
the consideration of a national bankrupt 
law, which virtually lays that measure 
out of reach of the present session. A 
just and proper bankrupt law is demand
ed, but the abuses of the former law 
wliicb expired a few years ago were so 
many and great that much prejudice 
will.have to be overcome' to enact anoth
er. The exorbitant feea of the register 
and assignee under the old law left little or 
nothing for either the bankrupt or his 
creditors, and the debtor could better af
ford to save his exemption and let lite 
balance go under the hammer of execu
tion than to voluntarily avail himself of 
the benefit or rather ruir. of the bankrupt 
law. 

TIIK Yankton Herald republishes n let
ter to the Now York World from Wash
ington on Dakota affairs and comnunds 
its reading to its territorial exchanges. 
The Alert is an exchange of Hie Herald 
and we read the letter just because the 
Herald recommended it. We should 
guess the author to be a fish woman from 
from the billingsgate of which the article 
under consideration is composed. If 
Washington can stand the residence of 
the author Dakota can survive lhe abuse. 
Senator Vest would walk across tin; street 
to kick the skunk that wrote I lie nrticlc 
if he was well provided witli disinfect
ants and deodorizers 

IT IS asserted by a newspaper corres
pondent who has been down in Kansas 
recently that the prohibition taw is a 
dead letter on the statute books since the 
election. The republican officers are so 
disgusted Willi the action of the prohibi
tion party in runniugSi. John and throw
ing awny I heir voles upon him I lie last 
campaign that they will not lorn a hand 
towards enforcing the law, and as the 
democrats always were opposed ft- it the 
liquor dealers have things all their own 
way, and keep their saloons open in 
towns in the face of the law and eftlcers 
unmolested The way to prohibit does 
not seem lo l>e lo run a canriidnle >m I hat 
issue for presulent 

THE riotoii9 proceedings in Pottei coun
ty over the county seat, will add another 
club to the hands of the adversaries of 
Dakotawith which to pound lis or rather 
to heat the eastern air for the delectation 
of the newspapers for that part of the iia 
tional government. No requisition up to 
this writing has been made upon the gov
ernor for the militia, and after iiis expe
rience with the Spink county rioters it. is 
not probable that, he will call out ihe 
warriors again until Ihe trouble 1 incomes 
more serious than the exchange of cuss 
words between Ihe contending factions. 
South Dakota furnished the repudiation 
argument against division and admission 
swne years ago and she is now furnishing 
argument of uncivilization, 

THE rumor is current, nowever much 
or little truth then, may be in it, that a 
large corruption fund is in the "third 
house" at Bismarck lor the purpose of 
influencing or modifying legislation this 
winter in favor or against special inter
ests. The sum is slated to be foiir hund
red thousand dollaie, hut as the custodi
ans of Ihe fund have not published any 
official report the amount is indefinite 
and may not cxcced the board bills and 
"incidental" expenses of the members of 
that unofficial but influential adjunct of 
the legislature. The real or imaginnry 
presence ol this fund is a menace to the 
reputation of every member, f..r Ihe po
sition he may take or the vote be may 
cast upon anv given measure will be ac
counted for by his opponents as a "sell 
out" no matter how conscientious he may 
be in his views or how honest in Ins vote 

THE SOUX Falls Preaa says it ia charged 
that a man named Richmond, in Bon 
Homme county, ia the man who has been 
stuffing Senator Vest with the material 
for his tirade against Dakota. The 
speeflti of Senator Vest in question 19 the 
same one be has been delivering on the 
Dakota question for two »r three years 
with some variations. The. first time he 
delivered it was when he joined Senator 
Hale in opposition to division on account 
of the Yankton railroad bond repudia
tion. It created some merriment at first 
and the little senator from Missouri was 
vain enough to think that he was the 
counterpart of the little Cox, of New 
York, in the honse, as a fnnny man. lie 
has never lost an opportunity to tiro ofT 
that speech with a few slight variations 
since. There are some things that will 

^ J not hear repeating and Senator Vest's 
' Dakota speech is one of them. 

• R  ^  I T  is rumored that Col. Donan who is 
aow ia the east will challenge senator 

* Vest. The Alert hopes this rnmor is un-
^^iSfowtdad. la a shooting match Vest, 
fj^^who m only about half as large as Donan, 

1 have the odd* or two to one i n his 
r, marksmanship betas equal, which 

is not fair. Vest being the challenged 

party would have choice of weapons and 
of course ho would name p'stols with the 
idea of advantage in nund. Wt. would 
suggest that Donan induce I be litt le sen
ator to challenge lum which would give 
him choicc of weapons, and this done we 
would suggest back talk at cach other at 
ten paces. The colonel could talk the 
arms and legs off the Missouri senator in 
five minutes by the watch. Duelling is 
outlawed and the colonel in too good a 
citizen to render himself an outlaw by en
gaging in such effete chivalry. But there 
is no law ngainsi talking a man to death 
and Col. I) man could dispatch liis adver
sary in that way and thereby not only he 
revenged in a perfectly legitimate man
ner but do good service to bis country at 
the same time. 

TIIK Alert would suggest to eastern 
papers t.h:tl what they vulgarly term 
" Dakota county seat mobs" are deputa
tions of gentlemen from the contesting 
town requesting the transfer of' the coun
ty records. The advantage in euphony 
of this Way of expressing It otfght to com
mend itself to the most uncultivated and 
obtuse editor, and it may be proper to re
mark that those who persist, in sncli vul
gar expressions as "Dakota county seat 
mobs" would he called boors in this 
country and would be excluded from so
ciety. It is painful to the Alert, to see 
such incorrigible coarseness and vulgarity 
exhibited in the writings of eastern edit
ors and it is aloue for their good name 
and reputation that we feel called upon 
to administer this gentle rebuke. We 
hope this will bo sufficient to reform the 
aouse of the King's English referred to 
without resorting to Ihe harsher mentis of 
reprimand. 

KKECHKIC must be convinced by Ibis 
tune that the way of the democrat is 
hard. All Ina attempts at justification of 
his course in the last campaigu seem to 
avail nothing with those wlto differed 
with him. In vain does be remind them 
that be always spoke Ins political senti
ments during the war and since, but 
neyer before did the members of lug 
congregation who differed with him 
persist in calling up the ghost afterwards. 
1». is evident that the Blaine faction of 
his congregation have got their mad up 
to stay. If Blnine had been elected they 
probably would have forgiven and for
gotten Ihe deflection of their pastor, but 
with the sting ol defeat ever present, with 
them tlicy can neither forget nor forgive. 
Beecher would doubtless be glad of a 
mission to the court of St. .lames under 
the Cleveland administration or even to 
the Fijii Islands, anything or anywhere 
to get away from the skeleton'of the late 
campaign. 

The North Dakota Democrat promul
gates a platform of its own making and 
liking and dares any other democratic cr 
repnblicun paper in the territory to take 
a stand with it upon Ihe platform. As it 
favors admission of the territory as a 
whole and in opposed to tile Harrison bill 
the challenge is a perfectly sale ono to 
make. There is at least no danger of 
crowding the platform with lakers. If 
the Democrat has any horror of rieing 
isolated and is nut constitutionally con
structed for a hermit it would better 
come oil' us platform and join the great, 
and inighty throng who favor division. 
The Alert would adyise Van t > real Rob
inson Crusoe before he burns Hie bridges 
behind bun in this move, lie would 
soon become known as the Eccentric 
Hermit, of the Sheyenno Valley. Don't 
do it, Van, you are too clever a newspa
per man to make a he-nun oi yourself by 
withdrawing from the world in the prime 
of life an<! .'hutting yourself up on such a 
plat forin. 

THE organization of the two bouses of 
the legislature at Bismarck yesterday by 
the selection of both presiding officers 
from South Dakota may be a disappoint
ment lo some but ennnot he n surprise lo 
those who have kept tiack of the course 
of politics in lite territory ihe past two 
years. There lins been altogether too 
much boasting in North Dakota of the 
"Iron Brigade" and the capital triumph 
in the last legislature. The effect, of this 
indiscreet course has been to solidify the 
south and send up lo Ihe new cuptal in 
the north a united "delegation Willi abun
dant power to carry everything iiefore 
them as they have done in I he organiza
tion. Whether this means war upon 
North Dakota or only a disposition to Ig
nore its members remains yet to be seen. 
It is evident that the South Dakota dele
gation is made of different and sterner 
stuff than that of two years ago and that 
the northern members will have to ask 
raiher]|lhan command favois from the 
south. The impression prevailed the 
evening before that, the northern mem-
beis were combining to secure the lion's 
share of the offices in the organization 
and this, whether true or false, consoli
dated the southern members, if the 
northern members did this it was a very 
indiscreet thing and they have been 
caught in their own trap. -The meeting 
at noon yesterday icsulted in the election 
of Hon. J. H. Westover, of Pierre, presi
dent of the council and A.M. Howard, 
of Yankton, chief cierk; Hon. Geo. ltice, 
of Flandreau, Moody county, speaker of 
the house and H. 11 Reed, of Sully 
county, chief clerk. 

was that the contest for delegate in con
gress was so one-sided that hundreds of 
republicans did not consider it necessary 
lo vote and as many or.more democrats 
did not think it worth the while to go to 
the polls and throw away their votes on 
a hopeless cause. 

The Alert does not think there are as 
inanv population to the actual voter in 
this territory as in the states, because a 
great many arc hero improving their 
lands pieparatory to bringing their fami
lies, but we think the greater proportion 
that did not vetc will counter balance 
this and fully sustain the usual estimate 
of Ave persons for every vote cast, which 
would be 433,820 population 

DEATH OF HON. SCHUYLER COLFAX. 
The death of ex-vice president of the 

United States, Hon. Schuyler Colfax, oc
curred suddenly. yesterday, at Mankato, 
Minn. The dispatch states that lie had 
just arrived at that place over the Mil
waukee road and went across the city to 
the Omaha depot where he sat down and 
died without a struggle, of heart diseape. 

Schuyler Colfax was born in New York 
city 3Iarch 23, 1823. In 1836 moved to 
Indiana and soon afterwards settled at 
South Bend, where he has ever since 
maintained his residence. lie was elected 
a member of congress in 1854 and several 
terms thereafter, and In 1863 was elected 
speaker of the house. In 1868 he wa8 

elected vice-president of the United States 
with the first term of Gen. Grant. At the 
expiration of ids term in 1872 he retired 
from politics and has ever since lived at 
South Bend, lnd. 

his own policy he could not do other
wise consistently; that it would be UU' 
reasonable to ask him to put into posi. 
tions to help carry out lits'pollcy 
who were opposed to it, and that no di 
ocrat with self respect could hold sin 
an office under appointment of a repub
lican president. The political situation 
will soon be reversed but the principle 
will hold equally good, and we should 
doubt the political honesty of the repub
lican who would desire to hold a federal 
office under an administration to whose 
public policy lie is opposed. This is the 
true meaning of the old Jacksontan 
maxim "to the victors beleng the spoils"' 
and in fiis meaning it is proper and: 
right. > * 

THE FARMERS' PUZZLE. 
The plan of acting in conjunction with 

the Minnesota legislature in making laws 
to regulate wheat transportation and 
grading, as is proposed by several mem
bers or the territorial legislature who 
have given the subject much study and 
investigation, recommends itself as the 
most practical one of reaching and rem
edying the grievances of the farmers. A 
law of the territory ou the subject, stand
ing alone, would effect little more than 
an ordinance of the city council on the 
subject. The main producing point is in 
Dakota and the market in Minnesota. 
The grievance, in general terms, is in 
cost and lack of facilities in transporta
tion and unjust grading. The want of 
facilities or privileges in shipment is at 
the point of production, the uojust grade 
at the market and the excessive cost of 
transportation claimed is all along the 
line. The transportation to the east 
boundary of the territory is only a small 
portion or the distance to the market and 
our legislature could not go beyond the 
limits of the territory in fixing rates of 
transportation norm I he matter of grades, 
so that these two questions, which arc 
Ihe main questions, arc virtually beyond 
their leach. Nearly the whole relief that 
Dakota tanners onn reasonably, hope foj* 
on these points must come from the Min
nesota legislature. 

THE SPRING BOOM. 
The sale of the James Itiver Valley 

railroad bed and franchise to a company 
of practical railroad bnilders, which is 
authenticated by tttfe buyers in an inter
view with the St. Paul Globe, will be a 
source of great delight to the people of 
the upper James River valley, and espec
ially to the farmers, merchants and other 
shippers as it will open a competitive 
line for carrying out and bringing in 
freight This will do more towards re
lieving the oppressions and extortions 
complained of by the farmers than a vol
ume of legislation on the subject. James
town will be the northern terminus, and 
as the ro;e! «:'l connect the four trunk 
lines coming northwest from Chicago it 
will be a very important one. 

The completion of this road will give a 
new and substantial boom to Jamestown 
and all the country tributary to it as well 
as lo Hie country south for many miles 
along and either side of the line of the 
road down the James River Valley. The 
assurance that the road will be built, tlie 
coming season will bring capital to 
Jamestown, and will open a large scope 
of agricultural lands to cultivation th^t 
would otherwise for the want of conven
ient shipping point remain unbroken and 
uncultivated for years to come. 1 

Another important feature of this roid 
will be the establishment of commerce 
between the northern and southern por
tions of the territory which have hereto
fore been almost as foreign countries 
each other, and much of the contention 
and bitterness between the two secti* DS 
is due to the want of commercial re 
tions. No matter whether we retrain 
one territory or two, or be one state 
two, commercial relations between 
two sections, teirritories or states will 
none the less essential and import/wit 

TIIF. INSANE ASYLUM. 

IkLAJ-. 

GOV. PIERCE PROCLAIMS. 
Gov. Pierce has issued his proclama

tion declaring Oscar S. Gifford duly elect
ed delegate in congress giving, the vote 
as certified by the canvissing board as 
follows: Gifford 71,579 ; Wilson 15,124. 
The total vote is 8C,764, there being Cl 
scattering votes. 

The basis of estimating population 
from tho voters is five persons for every 
vote cast, and is approximately correct. 
Perhaps a greater proportion of tho vi
ler* in this territory neglected to vote at 
the recent election than in any state, for 
three sufficient reasons. One was that 
the people do not take as much interest 
in elections as they do in the states where 
there are many important officers lo elect, 
hence nre correspondingly indifferent 
about voting. Another is the country is 
sparsely se'tied and in many instances 
the voter would have to travel a long 
distance to reach tiis periling place, and 

Ion that account he waives his right to 
1 vote. Still another in the late~ election 

TIIE DIVISION QUESTION. 
The people of this territory may talk 

and write about division anil admission, 
and admission as a whole, as a pastime 
tte same as loafers discuss the latest town 
scandt 1 as they congregate about the 
corner grocery store, but there is uo more 
probability for either or any of those 
measures receiving the sanction of the 
present bouse of representatives than 
Ihere was of the world coming to an end 
as foretold by some cranks who pretend
ed to be endowod with mystical lore. 
Suppose we let up on tlie division and 
admission question and discuss some live 
questions such as the end of the world or 
the coming of the millennium ? If we 
could convince tastcrn people that Da
kota would escape tlie crash wben the 
world comes to an end or that the proph
ecies all point to this territory as the 
place where the millennial reign will first 
commence it would mdnce more linmi 
gration than either division or admission 
as a whole. % 

Itisuol such a territile thing after all 
to be under territorial government. Tn 
some respects it Is reallv a nice condition. 
To have our territorial officers, judges 
and members of the legislature draw 
their salaries aut of the treasury of the 
I'nited States instead of from our pock
ets is a condition of things which we 
ought to he able to contemplate with sub
missive fortitude if not with actual com
placency. It seems to the Alert that wc 
ought to be able to stand this as long as 
the government can. it wauld be a very 
nice thing to have the privilege af voting 
for and electing our governor and other 
state officers but when coupled with Ihe 
condition that we pay their salaries the 
cash price of the privilege becomes an 
item worth considering. It is much 
cheaper to kick when non-residents are 
appointed over us in these positions. We 
are living off the fat of (Jncle Sam's 
treasury to a large extent, and as long as 
he doesn't kick whv should we ? We can 
have just as good laws, raise as much 
wheat, have as much fun, live as well 
and die as happy as if we were a state. 

TO THK VICTORS BELONG THE 
SPOILS. 

THE term "offensively partisan" as 
used in Cleveland's recently published 
letter on the subject of federal appoint
ments is taken by a great many republi
can office holders as an anchor of hope 
for retaining their positions under the 
new administration, while the bourbon 
squints his left eye in the thought that it 
is elastic enough to take in its scope the 
whole list. Vice President Hendricks 
seems to lie of this sort of democrats for 
he says the displacement of the "offen 
sively partisan'* will make vacancies 
enough lo keep the administration busy 
for some time filling them. Support and 
vote for lllainc in the last campaign 
might be thought sufficiently "offensively 
partisan" to come within Ihe meaning of 
the term as used in the Cleveland letter, 
and if that is made the standard the fed-
eial office holders above a twelve dollar 
postoffice may as weli pack thair grips. 

About a year ago the Alert said on the 
subject of federal appointment* that it 
was the tight and duty of the admimstra 
lion to fill the appointive cilices with men 
who were in accord with the president In 
matters of pnblic policy, aad that if he 
was honest and sincere in .his belief in 

Report of Ihe Trustees of the North On-
kola Insane Asylum. j 

Wc have been furnished a copy ofl the 
report af the trustees of the insane asy
lum at this place from which we nipke 
the following extracts: • 

KINANCIAI. STATEMENT, "J 
A-n't. bonds issued ijsooitw 00 
Less discount on sale of same. • ISO 00 
Ain't, cash — 49j.r>0 00 

DlSnL'ltSEMEN'l'S. 
i'aid for C40 acres land 2d, no 00 
Paid for hospital building 

including architect's expen
ses and gas piping 10 

Paid for heating and ventilat
ing apparatus and kitchen 
range "4 

Paid for trustees' and Dr. Arch
ibald's expenses attending 
inec'.ings of board and mile* 
age, as per law, since May, 
1883 I.^V DO 

Paid for surveying and platting 
grounds, running levels for 
building, lines of sewers, etc., 
as ordered by architect 

Paid for fall plowing 84 acres 
and gradiug about building, 

Paid for digging and curbing 
well 92 feel deep and pump, 

Paid for insurance for one year 
($15,000) 

Paid for livery since May, 18S3, 
Par! for advertising, record 

boobs, stationery, printing 
and seal, copy book and press 151! t|B 

Paid for coal for hospital, table, 
hardware, legal expenses, of
fice rent, postage and tele
grams, freight, ^window- ; 
shades, lamp, oil, etc U04 tC 

Total expenditures, $4!t,137 55 
Bu lance in treasury, 612 45 

APPROPRIATIONS ASKEW. 
Ward building $51,000 00 
Section of office building f ,000 00 
Section of kitchen 10,000 00 
Officers' residence 9,000 00 
Laundry, etc 6,000 00 
Boiler house G,000 00 
Sewerage 2,000 00 
Wrater supply 4,000 00 
Gas 2,iXI0 00 
Barn 4.000 00 

$103,000 00 
FOR CURRENT EXTENSES. 

MalnUuauce of patients, board 
of officers and emyloyees — $22,OHO 

Wages of employees 
Fuel and lights 
Incidental expenses 

iDrugs, medicines, bojks, etc., 
Repairs andiinpiovements 
Improvement of farm 
Hospital grounds improvement s 
Fixtures, machinery, furniture, 

etc , 
Stocking farm 
Farm implements 
Transport ion of-patients from 

Yankton 

12,000 
4,000 
V.000 
3,000 
2,500 
3,000 
1,000 

10,000 
2,000 
2,000 lift 

2,<"00 OP 

$65 500 (X) 

Dakota's Pablie Itrbl. 
The territorial debt of Dakota is $35*2,* 

000, of which $262,000 is forpnblic buildi 
ings located in South Dakota, viz: In
sane Asylum, Yankton, $117,500; Pern 
tentiary, Sioux Falls, $80,000; Deaf Mute 
School, Sioux Falls, $12,000; University 
at Vermillion $30,000; Agricultural 
School at Brookings, $22,500. Of tlie 
$392,000 but $130,000 is for institutions 
in North Dakota, viz . Penitentiary at 
niiniili $50,000; insane Asylum at 
Jamestown, $50,000; University, Grand 
Forks, $30,000. Of this debt $99,500 hears 
5 per cent interest and the remainder 6 
perceatc 

NEWS NOTES AND COMMENTS. 

A company of light artilleiy is being 
formed at Lisbou. 

A Grove of Druids has been organi/.ed 
at Bismarck, the first in the territory. 

The senate has passed the Oregon Cen
tral forfeture bil I. 

The old lumber firm of ilenry Krasby 
&Co: Philadelphia, has failed. 

The firm of S. II. Wood & Co., Minne
apolis,'has made an aasignment. 

Duluth expects the present to lie Hie 
most prosperous year she has hail. 

The Treasurer of Union county is re
ported $6,000 short in his accounts. 

It Is stated that the land office at Dead 
wood will soon be moved to Rapid City. 

The Northern Pacific railroad earned 
$739,344 during the month ef December. 

The enrollment of tho Valley City pun-
lie school is 210, average daily attendance 
155. 

The city council of Keokuk, Iowa, by 
resolution hayp lt*clarcd the prohibitory 
law a failure. 

The senate has passed a resolution ap
propriating $50j000 for relief of destitute 
Indians in Montana. 

Two colored girls broke out of the Des 
Moines, Iowa, jail with a crowbar the 
other night and made good their escape. 

The democratic caucus of the Missouri 
legislature has nominated Seuator Vest 
for re-election which virtually elects him-

The Baltimore & Ohio railroad has 
made a round trip rate of $20 from Chi-
cano to the inauguration. 

Northern Pacific land sales for the 
month of December amounted to 2i),456 
acres. 

John A Logan has been called to Spring
field, 111. to personally superintend his 
senatorial campaign. 

The Black llills Journal says railroad 
prospects for that country were never so 
good as they are now. 

One of the heavy iron manufacturers 
of Pittsburgh believes the depression has 
reached low water mark. 

By abolishing the office of secretary 
the territorial democratic committee 
snuffed the aspiring Becker out. 

Robert Bonner, the New York Ledger 
man, owns about a hundred fast horses. 
Bonner is something of a crank ou turf. 

Mandan has held a large meeting hav
ing m view the building of a railroad 
from that place to the Black Hills. 

Shirts are made at thirty cents a dozen 
iu New York city. No wonder the but
tons come off the day they are worn. 

•I uilge Hudson Las over ruled the de
murrer m want of jurisdiction offered iu 
the school land cases before his court. 

The Grand Forks chamber of commcrce 
disagrees with the Valley City farmers' 
plan of proceeding on the grain ques-

The Santa Fe land scrip cases so 
long before the United States court 
at Yankton have been dropped front the 
calendar. 

The sheriffs' convention at Bismarck 
is to be on Monday, 2Gth of this month 
instead of the 22nd as has been publish 
ed. 

Extensive preparations are being made 
at Fargo for the dedication of the new 
Masonic hall the 23d inst. 

Fort) families £of Russans and Turks 
will come over in a colony in the spring 
and settle southwest of Carrington. 

The city council of Yankton granhd 
licenses to twenty-tlirte saloons the other 
night. The ex-capilol is not dead yet— 
unless it !>c in trespasses and in sins. 

lion, .lames M. Brighani, of Wis , died 
at his home at Chippewa Falls, Thurs
day evening. He was lieutenant gover 
nor with Gov. Smith. 

The Grand Forks churches have insti
tuted a system of occasional union gospel 
meetings with very pleasant and satisfact
ory results. 

Plats have been received at the Bis
marck land offlco for townships 143, 
ranges 67 and 68, twelve miles north of 
Cleveland. 

Geo. IJ. Armstrong, register of the land 
office at Huron, has been granted a di 
vorce from his wife on the ground >f de
sertion. 

The Bismarck Journal seems surprised 
that the eastern papers didn't lie more 
than ten degrees about the recent cold 
weather at that place. 

The Griggs County Courier says there 
is a scheme on foot to form a new county 
from shavings off Foster, Griggs Barnes 
and Stutsman counties. 

The Missouri rivei commission will rec
ommend an appropriation of $160,000 for 
improving the navigation of that, river 
from Sioux City to Fort Benton. 

The order of Judge Francis requiring 
titling their cases to give full names of 
plaintiffs nnd defendants is said by some 
attorney's to be an impossibility 

The high court of Toronto has confirm
ed ihe verdict of five hundred dollars given 
a man against an Odd Fellows lodge for 
injuries received during initiation. 

The finance committoe of the national 
democratic party finished paying the ex 
penses of the Chicago convention the ot h
er day which aggregated $150,000. 

While Nebraska measures Us frozen 
corpses by the cord it mav be proper to 
remark that not a person has frozen 
to deatb in all the domain of Dakota this 
winter. 

A bill has been in traduced in the Min 
ntsota legislature against prize fighting, 
boxing, sparring and wrestling, and 
against publication of accounts of the 
same. 

A circular issued by the Northern Pa
cific railroad company notifies all per
sons occupying grounds within 200 feet 
of the train track without permission to 
vacate the same within ten day?. 

A family named Furin at Columbus, O., 
are victims of trichinosis from eating 
partially cooked pork. The nnsoand, 
wife and two children are at the point 
of death. 

The Fargo correspondent of the St. 
Paul Globe says: J. R. Wilson, the Dem-

Karg • before he starts o.i a trip the com
ing week to New Orleans and the inau-
gura'.ion at Washington. He has made 
many irlends in the north, and it is be
lieved the appointment of governor wil] 
tie tendered him, although he is not an 
applicant. 

The Fargo Republican wants the city 
charter amended so the mayor will hold 
two years instead of one. It says Fargo 
has too much politics. 

A bill has been introduced in the Min 
nesota legislature to regulate freight and 
passenger rates and prevent extortion l»y 
railroads. 

A special to the Argus says at the far
mers meeting at Valley City, Thursday, 
strong speeches were made in. favor of 
boycotting the elevator and railroad cor
porations. 

A reh widow at Ptytsfleld, Mass., is 
going to tiulld a five million dollar resi
dence. It ia estimated that it will require 
the labor of a thousand men for three 
years. 

The body of a suicide at Kansas City 
baa been recognized as that of frank G. 
Msi ton, postoffice clerk who absconded 
from Pierre, Dakota, with $1,300 about a 
year ago. 

The Milwaukee & St. Paul road is said 
to have secured the right of way through 
the Sisseton reservation preparatory to 
extending the Mdbank branch to Bis
marck. 

The EllendaleCommeicial kicks against 
division on a straight Hue with the 46th 
parallel as it would cut counties, town
ships and farms In two. It is in favor of 
a zigzag line. 

The Fargo & Southern has experienced 
serious trouble from the snow blockade. 

The commissioners ef Otter Ta l coun
ty, Minn., have vated to bond the county 
for $40,000 to build a new jail. 

The Scott lumber Company's planing 
mill at Merrill, Wisf., destroyed by fire. 
Loss $20,000. -

it is said that every acre cultivated in 
tobacco in North Caiolina nets the owner 
from $500 to $600. 

Eighty miles of the Canadiun Pacific 
railroad were constructed last season and 
the road is expected to be entirely com
pleted by next August. 

A colony of five families are comig out 
from near Chicago to the vicinity of Val
ley City in the spring and will break 800 
acres of land next season. 

The commissioners of Marton county 
have fixed the salary of the county attor
ney at $900 a year and that of the super
intendent of schools at $250. 

A Pierre dispatch notes increased ac
tivity in that section in anticipation of a 
proclamation by the president opening 
the Winnebago reservation lo settlement. 

Liquor License has been fixed in La-
Moure county at $500. 

Oeiu Grant has quit smokingQlljeconu. 
inendation of his physicians. 

Barnes county requires its treasurer to 
give a bond of $105,000. 

A fire at Yonkers, N Y„ Sunday 
morning destroyed property worth $20,-
000. 

A fatal disease with symptoms of pink
eye has broken out among the hones in 
Ontario. 

Hon. II. S. Oliver, member of the house 
from Kansom county, returns all railrond 
passes sent him, 

Sioux Falls shows up with $500,000 
worth of new buildings and improve
ments the last year. 

The bank statements in New York last, 
week showed a holding of $47,644,000 in 
excess of legal requirement. 

The Carrington News says there is too 
much public debt lo the acre on Griggs 
county to inaUe Foster covet its annexa
tion. 

Fifty-eight bills making appropriations 
f ir public buildings, aggregating .be sum 
of $6,2:12,2)0, have been reported Io the 
house this session. 

The socialists of Chicago held another 
meeting Sunday afternoon when speeches 
were made urging the use of foice to hring 
the desired end. 

An attempt was again made !abt. week 
by incendiaries to fire Huron while a 
strong wind was blowing. A rope factory 
is needed in that suffering town. 

Bradstreets' estimates that the busi
ness failures of the year just closed 
amounted to 11,500, an unnrecedented 
total for any single year's record, 

W. II. Vanderbilt bought iu the prop
erly of Gen. Grant ami immediately af
terwards presented the whole of it to 
Mrs. Grant as her own and separate es 
tate. 

The grain elevator containing 15,000 
bushels of wheat and the Manitoba rail 
road depot at Walcott, I):ikota., burned 
Friday night. A workman was .>urned 
to deathin the elevator. 

The agents of the Black feel and Pie-
gansm Montana have been authorized 
to expend at once $12,500 for purchase of 
food for the starving Indians in their 
charge. 

The amount of gold coin in the United 
States the first of January was $563,000, 
000, ai'.dof silver $264,000,000, total $82/,-
000. The net gain of gold coin last year 
was $11,213,573. and of silver coin $22,-
106,607. 

The Neillsville, Wis., Republican and 
Press says it will take wood on subscrip
tion and if the delinquent can't produce 
that he is asked to give his prayers. 

It is expected that the bill for opening 
the Sionx reservation to settlement will 
be called up soon. 

A cyclone near Montgomery, Alabama, 
Sunday night swept down timber and 
buildings and left a track of desolation 
half a mile wide. 

In the county seat contest in Traill 
county ludge Hudson has denied Ihe per-
emptoiy mandamus to compel the re
moval of the records from Caledonia to 
Traill Center. 

The Argus is correct. We did have 
reference to the Fargo Southwestern aad 
not the Farge Southern in the item about 
saow blockades. 

A traveler having reported that tte 
mercury was 58 below aero at Fargo New 
Year's morning the Argos suggests that 
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Hie Dakota Legislative 

Mr. Huston seconded the nomination. 
Mr- %n

r
roe *»ft olected. jergeant-at-

arms. ^^ }i? 
Mr. C^rioiuinated W. A. Carr, of 

Morton county for n esaeager.' 
Mr. Barnes seconded, the: nominatian. 
Mr. Pick ler also seconded the ̂ fiMiiiaa-

tion. --V" 
Mr Carr was elected. " , 
Mr. Huston nominated Capt. M. Fleck 

for watchman. He was electad. 
Mr Blakemore nominated Rev. P. (Jiare ^ 
for chaplain. !"'* '• • " 

Mr. Clare'was elccted. ' 
Fred II. Lounsberry, of Barlelgli coun

ty, and Frank Armstrong, of Beadle, were 
appointed pages. 

Mr. Pickler moved the appointment 
of a committee of three to Inform the 
Governor that the house is organized and 
ready for any communication he may 
wish to make. 

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of tlie dim- i 
ocratlc parly, said he would appoint Mr. 
Roach, one of the two democrats in this 
body, chairman of that committee. 

Mr. Huntington and Mr. Laugan were 
the actingaecretary, the urttb of office of f alflfl JUHjOmtad onfuch gwmitteej 
the president was administered by Justice Mr. Van Oadel move<f t^apj^Siatete^'' 

First 

Organization by Eleetfen or Presiding 
Officers and Clerks for 

Both Hensc*. 

THE COUNCII,. ' 
The council was called to order a! 12 

in., by ex-secretary Henderson, and 
prayer was offered by Rev. C. B. Austin, 
of Bismarck. At roll call all tiie mem
bers answered to their names. 

Mr. Nickeus moved that the council be 
sworn in by Associate Judge Francis, 
which was agreed to, and the oath to 
support the constitution of the United 
Stales and the organic act of the territo-
rr wis administered by Judge Francis. 

Mr. Sinedley nominated J. II. Westo
ver for president of the council, and he 
was unanimously elected. 

Mr. Wescever, having been conducted 
to tho chair by a committee appointed by 

wmmifm 

erratic candidate for congress, will visit said traveler may be an unmitigated liar, 

SSil 

IfH 

Francis 
Mr. President called for nominations 

for officers af the council, and > 
A. W. Howard, of Yankton, nominated 

by Mr. Jones, was unanimously elected 
secretary. 

W. G. Eakins, of Brule county, nom
inated by Mr. Smedley. was unanimously 
electad assistant secretary. 

Andrew Thompson, of Minnehaha 
county, nominated by Mr. Austin, was 
unanimously elected sergeant-at-arins. 

Rev. C. B. Austin, of Burleigh county, 
nominated by Mr. Richardson, was unan
imously elected chaplain. 

M. B. Kent, of Union county, nomi
nated by Mr. Duncan, was unanimously 
elected engrossing and enrolling clerk. 

F. S- Rudisell, of Brown county, nomi
nated by M. Kennedy, was elected mes
senger. 

John Todd, of Bon Homme county, 
nominated by Mr. Wagner, wis unani
mously electod assistant sergeant at-
arms. 

D. S. Waldo, of Lincoln county, nom
inated by Mr. Hueston. was unanimously 
elected messenger. 

J. M. Preston, of Lake county, having 
been nominated for clerk of the judiciary 
committee, Mr. Twomey moved to post
pone the election till after the appoint
ment of the committee. On a rising vote 
tliis motion appeared to have carried, but 
on roll call it was defeated, ayes 12, nays 
13. Mr. Day nominated Morris Kelly, of 
Spink county. The vote resulted, Pres
ton 19 and Kelly 5, and Mr. Preston was 
declared elected. 

Mr. Nickeus offered a resolution for 
notifying tlie house of theorganizaticn of 
tlie council, which was amended and 
adopted. 

Mr. Gamble moved the appointment of 
awuimUtoo-vf ruieo of- |}«^ watt 

cil. Carried. 
Air. Kennedy moved the appointment 

of a committee of three on joint rules. 
Carried. 

Air. Twomey moved that the president 
bo authorized to appoint two pages. 

Mr. Nickeus offered a resolution adopt
ing the rules of the Forty-eighth congress 
and of the Fifteenth legislative council, 
so far as the former do not conflict, and 
until further order. 

Mr. Pettigrew offered a substitute adopt
ing temporarily the rules of the last coun. 
cil. Adopted. 

Those present of the ofticcrs elect of 
the council were sworn in by president 
Westover. 

Mr. President submitted a communica
tion from the governor transmitting a 
communication from Mayor Dunn, of Bis
marck, tendering to the governor and 
staff, the officers of the territory, and the 
council and house, a reception at the 
capitol, Wednesday evening, Jan. 14. 
Also a communication from Mayor Dunn 
request ing tlie use of the council chamber 
from this evening until Thursday morn
ing-

Mr. Walsh explained the purpose af 
the request, and moved that when the 
council adjourn it be to meet in the cloak 
room tomorrow, probably lor going into 
joint convention to hear the governor's 
message. Carried. 

Mr. Walsh offered a resolution instruct
ing the secretary to request the house to 
fix an hour tor meeting in joint conven
tion tomorrow. Adopted. 

Mr. President announced committees 
on rules as follows: Rules—Messrs. 
Gamble, Pettigrew, Washabaugb, Walsh 
and Nickeus. Joint rules—Messrs Ken
nedy, Twomey and Wells. 

Adjourned till 11 a. m. tomorrow. 

THE HOUSE. 
The house was called to order at 12:30 

p. m by T. A. Kingsbury, chief clerk ol 
the last house, and the members were 
sworn by Judge Francis. 

Mr, Barnes, of Kingsbury county, nom
inated Mr. Rice, of Moody county fo 
speaker. 

Mr. Miller seconded the nomination on 
behalf of the Sixth district. 

Mr. Rice was unanimously elected. 
Col. Steele, of Kidder, and Mr. South 

wick, ot Kingsbury, were appointed a 
committee to escort the speaker to the 
chair, when he was sworn by Judge 
Francis. 

Mr. Speaker, on taking his seat, thanked 
the house for the hoaor conferred. He 
appreciated the responsibility of the po
sition, and should endeavor to discharge 
its duties impartially. 

Mr. Blakemore nominated C. M. Reed 
of Sully county for chief clerk. 

Mr. Pickler moved that Mr. Reed be 
elected by a unanimous rote, which mo
tion prevailed. 

Mr. Morgan nominated Major J. G. 
Hamilton, of Grand Forks, for assistant 
clerk. 

Mr. Stewart seconded the nomination, 
and Major Hamilton was unanimously 
elected. 

Mr. Bayard nominated Mr. H. H. Pierce 
of McCook, eogrossing and enrolling 
clerk, who was elected. 

Mr.̂ Pngh nominated Mr. E. A. Smlk, 
of Dickey county, assistant eagroasmg 
clerk, and he was unanimously elected. 

Mr. Eldridge nominated John. A. Mon
roe, of Mianekalia county fur sergeant at 
anas. - * 

of a committee on rules. v cv 
Mr. Williams, Mr. Johnaon. JCr. Mar-* 

tin, Mr. Ward of Brule, and Mr. Pugb 
were appointed such committee. 

The house adjourned until 10 a a. to--
morrow. .-. ?. -m--yy ??> 

JAMES RIVER VALLEV WUB. 

Purchased by Crawford Livlagat— and , 

W. R. Verriam, af St. IM> 1 v4!f 

Crawford Livingston, Esq., reached the 
city yesterday afternoon direct from 
Jamestown, Dakota, where on Saturday, 
in behalf of himself and W. R. Merriam, 
Esq., of St. Paul, he clased a sometime 
pending negotiation for the James Kiver 
Valley railroad. The line of thia road 
runs south from Jamestown reaching on 
through LaMoure to Aberdeen and Old-
way. Mr, Livingston was seen soon after 
his arriral home by « CUo: 
in response to questions said that Mr. 
Merriaui and himself bad jointly pur
chased the road, but declined to state at 
present the terms and conditions of the 
transaction, further than to say that the 
company had a floating debt of consider
able amount which would at once be 
paid off. The right of way for the line 
has all been secured on favorable terms, 
and the surveys made- to Aberdeen and 
Ordway and the grading completed for 
the iron to LaMoure, fifty milea south of 
Jamestown, ai.d with the opening of 
spring the work would be continued. 

>lr. Livingston authorized a denial of a 
rumor that the purchase had bnen made 
in the interests of the Rock Island system 
or any other, though he stated, without 
naming them, that other parties than 
himself and Mr. M. bad been admitted to 
an interest in the transaction. The Janwa 
Uivpr vallpj? line lLthliralnr..^ i./Up—J 
ent line, and interestedly so, from the fact 
that it is so a lvantageousiy located tJ»at 
it can be, and will lie, utilized by four 
great trunk lines, the Chicago, Milwau
kee & St. Paul, the Chicago & North
western, the Hock Islaud A Pacific, and 
the Northern Pacific railroads. 

It is not impossible that the rumor re. 
g.irding tho Rock Island interest sprung 
from the te facts, which gave it the color of 
plausibility. Both Mr. Livingston and 
Mr. Merriam are interested in the Min
neapolis & st. Louis railroad Hid Mr. 
Alcrnara is a director in that company. 
Boih gentlemen are interested in tbe Wis
consin, Minnesota & Pacific railroad, of 
which company Mr. Livingston is a direc
tor, and both these lines are owned and 
coi trolled by the Chicago, Rock Island St 
Pacific company. But the Rojk Island 
version of an interest in the J. R. V. 
railroad is "off color," notwithstanding. 

The Wisconsin, Minnesota & Pacific 
was completed last year to Watertown, 
D. T., and if tbat line should be extended 
to Bismarck, as it is supposed it will he, 
it will pass through either Aberdeen or 
Ordway, and at one point or the other 
make a connection with tbe James River 
Valley line. Similar connections with 
the other leading roads named are alike 
possible, so that no preference exists in 
favor or any system except the; Ji 
River Valley line.—St. Paul Globe. 
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Burning af Ihe Windsor. (- v 
About seven o'clock last night tbe* „  ̂

alarm ef fire n as sounded by an engine -
across the river which was immediately " v 
taken up by the fire bell. The people 
rushed into the streets and the Are com
pany were soon on the way with their 
engine to the scene of conflagration 
which proved to be the Windsor hotel 
occupied by James Dunn aad mtU re
cently operated by him as a hotel. The 
building was a large three story wooden 
structuie built tî e summer of 1882, and 
from the time it was finished until a few 
weeks age was run as a hotel principally 
designed for the accommodation of the 
railroad employees about the round 
house, machine shops and yards of tte 
Northern Pacific railroad company. 

The fire seems to have started in tte 
garret or in the roof and was so iaacef 
sible that it required some tiase to reach 
a position to combat the flaases. The flee 
company had to draw their engine by 
hand nearly a mile aad by the time they 
reached the building tbe flames were be
yond control. After exhanstiag tte 
charge they abandoned their fiaHIsm ef
fort to save the buildiug aad turned their 
attention to preventing other buildings 
near by from taking fin in whfch^ they 
suceeeded, - The railroad mea wttlrttelr 
locomotives aad by other maaas alaaM 
good service both ia saviag pnpmif and 
preventing tbe coal steda flam taktag 
fire. Supt. Graham together withal! tte 
employees in thaafltoea whoiasM lw» 
tbeir potfs were on hand aad Jaiaat Ml 
throng tabooing all thai WM ha |M 
under theclwu—laaers andwlMttte a> < 
pliaaces at hasrf. "Mil 
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