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The Jamestown Alert 
T E R M S ;  

The Daily Alort is delivered in tbo city by car
rier*, at To ceiita u month. 
Oaily, ono year S ® ®9 
Uuily, six month* t JyJ 
Daily, throe months ^ xj! 
WeeKly, ono ~ "x 
Weekly, six months 1 w 
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MK. MOCLTJBE in his valuable book, 
"Resources of Dakota" has stated some 
interesting poin ts in the history of the 
territory since Jefferson made the Louisi
ana purchase in 18011 What would that 
good old father of the democratic party 
say if ho could see how his sons are keep
ing out of the union the best part of his 
great acquisition:1 But 1803 is by no 
means the first date in Dakota's history. 
Long before that proceedings were had 
in London and Paris concerning the then 
unexplored region which is now trying to 
become a state or two. In the sixteenth 
centurv Spain. France an :1 England, by 
virtue of various discoveries and explore-
tions ouch claimed tho whole ofj.Nortk 
America. The method of acquisition 
was very much after!the manner of the 
modern claim jumper; the monarch 
wanted the land and sent some cheap 
sailor to go and put up a shack and stay 
over night. Unfortunately Sparks was 
not then in office; if he had been he 
would havo cancelled all the filings for 
want of settlement and residence, and 
the entire country would still be in the 
possession of the noble red man. 

In 1009 James I of England, f granted 
to "the treasurer and company of adven
turers and planters of the City of L011" 
don for the first colony in Virginia,' 
lands described as extending two hun-
dren miles north and south of Old Point 
Comfort, and thence west and northwest 
from sea to sea. That name was almost 
too much for the company but they man
aged to struggle along,, and saved a great 
deal of time by signing their checks with 
a rubber stamp. Their domains were ex
tensive, including Dakota and almost 
everything else. There was nothing 
small about James; when ho gave away 
what ho did not want he gave it all. He 
never saved up his old trousers to make 
rag carpets and rugs but sent them down 
to the missionary society to be forwarded 
to the Zulus. The first lottery ever 
known in England was established to aid 
the Virginia colony. 

In 1G20 King James, in a moment of 
absent mindedness having forgotten, his 
little gift, bestowed some of the same 
lands, including most of Dakota, on the 
Plymouth colony. 

In 1603 Henry IV. ot' France, granted 
to Pierre du Gast all of North America 
lying between the fortieth and forty-
sixth parallels. Mr. Gast s demand for 
the division of the territory on that line, 
which is so strongly urged by Mr. Gif-
ford.is thus shown to be the stalest claim 
now pending before congress, and that is 
saying a great deal. The Alert does not 
mean to insinuate that the divisionists 
are urging Mr. Gast's claim from any 
corrupt motives, not at all. Possibly 
if Mr. Gast's address can be ascertained 
he may be induced to give a quit-claim 
deed for a reasonable sum, and allow th3 
territory to be admitted as a whole. At 
any rate the efforts of his friends are be-

• coming something of a joke— a Gastlv 
joke as it were. 

In 1091, William and Mary .(the double-
header that was pulling England up the 
grade at that time) also made a grant, in 
order that they might not be behind 
those who had gone before. They used 
the following modest language: ;~"Of our 
especial grace, certain knowledge and 
mere motion, we have given and granted,' 
<fcc. This donation included a little of 
South I 'akota. 

The history of the t jrritory is devoid 
of startling incidents up to the year 1712. 
At that time Louis the < ireat of France, 
having tried pretty much everything else 
thought he would do a little granting 
Antoine do Crozat was worth about eight 
million dollars, and the king estimated 
that that sum would suffice to run a 
bonanza grant several years: to Mr. Cro-
zat therefore was given the commerce 
and mines of all countries drained by the 
Mississippi and its tributaries. The doc-

' ximents were dictated by the king to his 
" young lady type writer, which accounts 

for the bad spelling of the proper names: 
she spelled the Indian names with a 

> strong French accent. Mr. Crozat sent 
-over to have several sections broken up. 
/intending to come along in the spring in 

-J time for seeding, but learning that all 
the New York railroads were blocked by 

IjB terrific blizzard and could not be 
,* opened before June, he postponed his ar-

rangements, and died. It is always dan
gerous to procrastinate. 

It is uncertain whether or not The 
Alert will publish any further informa
tion as the* the early days. It has a repre
sentative in New Orleans searching for 
documents relating to the French gov
ernment of Louisiana, and if anything of 
interest is found it will not be sup-
pressd, no matter how much the highest 
circles of society may l>e shocked at the 
disclosures. 

THE southern states are in such a tran
sition period just now, that it is difficult 

' to say how they will look upon President 
Cleveland's free trade tendencies. It has 
always been the case that manufacturing 
centers were strongholds of protection. 
The southern' states, greatly to their 

advantage, are rapidly multiplying their 
factories. In 1880, the southern states 
had 179 cotton mills, employing 15,222 
looms, on the first of last month they had 
294 mills and 34,000 looms, having great
ly increased the number of tbfir mills 
and more than doubled their capacity. 
This increase is but a specimen of the 
development of all kinds of manufact-
uries. The day of tho swashbuckler, 
whose spurs clink on his heels while his 
brains rattle in his head, is ended. The 
intelligent and business end of the south, 
so long under a cloud, is again taking the 
lead, and the republican party there, so 
long kept down by fraud and force, is at 
last beginning to assert itself. 

MARK TWAIN is not a mere funny man. 
His mind is bnsv with tho serious ques
tions of tho day, and lie has a large sup
ply of common sense. A few months 
ago, an article by him was published in 
the Century under tho title "English as 
She is Taught." In that article liumor 
and wit were employed simply to empha
size a fact of grave importance; namely, 
tlial much of the knowledge acquired in 
American schools, especially in the lower 
grades, is parrot-like and almost worth
less. In the January number of the 
same magazine, he gives a dig at the 
much advertised "Meisterschaft" sys tern 
of learning languages. His description 
of tho trials and tribulations of young 
folks trying to conquer German on the 
Meisterschaft plan is wonderfully [funny, 
and expresses the exact truth, lhe 
study (»f German upon a plan somewhat 
similar to that which Mark Twain has so 
mercilessly ridiculed, is coming into 
vogue in the schools in many cities. 
Now there is hardly any knowledge deriv
able from books which will provo more 
useful to a man or woman in this coun
try than a practical knowledge of the 
German language. The question is the 
method by which such kffowledge is to 
be acquired. It cannot be done by 
memorizing a few hundred sentences of t 

"The grass is green, that book is red or
der. No person over twelve years of age 
(with very rare exceptions) will ever be
come able to converse freely in a foreign 
language by studying it in a class-room 
for an hour or two a day -Meisterschaft 
system to the contrary notwithstanding. 
But he may by such study become able 
to read the language. In order that 
school instruction may be of any use, so 
far as it' is to give one the power of ex
pressing himself in any foreign tongue, 
children must begin the study at the ear
liest possible period. In the city of Mil
waukee, Wisconsin, this fact has been as
certained by experience and has been ac
cepted. There the child begins tho study 
of German the first day he goes to school, 
and learns the names of objects in Ger
man as well as in English, learns to do 
his infantile thinking in German, hears 
German spoken as much as English; and 
the result is thatjlie grows^up able to ex
press his thoughts with equal readiness 
in either language. This method may 
not be feasible in most cities, but it is 
simply a waste of time to make a class of 
boys and girls fifteen yea's old jabber 
sentences in German for an hour a day 
five days in the week, for ten months, 
with the hope that they are learning to 
speak German. Far better recognize the 
fact that such a result cannot in the na
ture of things be so obtained, and spend 
the time in giving the pupils such a 
knowledge of the German grammar and 
such practice in reading as will enable 
them to use German papers and books, 
and open up to them the splendid litera
ture of the Fatherland. 

1'AKLIAMENT is again in session. Its 
debates will probably be interesting, for 
they will again have for a subject "the 
question of Ireland's woes, a subject 
which touches the heart of every man 
who admires and honors the 
constancy and heroism of Irish 
patriots. In spite of all assertions 
and promises of Lord Salisbury's govern
ment it is the general conviction that the 
conservative party in England is deter
mined to obey the wishes of the land
lords, and will not act in the interest of 
the Irish tenants. For that reaso n, the 
mass of the people not only in America, 
but even in England, are out of sympa
thy witlji that party. The policy which 
they are pursuing is unpopular, must be 
unpopular as long as men sympathize 
with the poor and oppressed. Although 
Balfour represents the views of a major
ity of English voters yet he was viewed 
with hisses and Gladstone, the defeated, 
with cheers at the opening of parliament. 
Public sentiment in England is changing, 
and if the people were now to elect mem
bers it is probable that Gladstone would 
return to offce. Lord Salisbury realizes 
this, and in order to strengthen his posi-
sition has adopted tatics which appear 
to be intended to so enrage the Irish 
members that they in turn will say or do 
something hasty and imprudent, and 
thereby revive in England the old dis
trust and hostility toward Ireland. If 
the Irish members follow the sagacious 
plan which Parnell has outlined, and ab
stain from all efforts at delaying the ac
tion of parliament, the liberal party will 
soon be again in power. Parnell believes, 
and his English friends believe, that the 
present government will hang itself if the 
Irish members give it rope enough. 

THE Sioux Falls Press advocates the 
adoption of the new general charter by 
all cities now having special charters: on 
the ground that the new one is more care
fully framed, is more specific, has been 

patterned after those enacted in several 
states, so that their judicial interpreta
tions would be applicable and because 
the new charter enlarges in important 
resnects the powers of the cities. 

TiIK.'Alert reported some days ago a 
rumor that James G. Blaine had written 
a letter declining to allow his name to be 
brought bofore tho coming republican 
convention. The rumor is now confirmed 
by the publication of the letter. In it 
the writer mentions the generous loyalty 
of his supporters, whose interest in his 
cause has seemed to be that of friends 
rather than of .political associates. This 
loyalty and devotion of his friends, which 
has indeed been conspicuous, is but the 
natural response to Mr. Blaine's own loy
alty and generous devotion to his party. 
No matter how often defeated, or how 
much abused by factions of the republi
can party, his zeal in its cause has never 
faltered; ho has never for a moment 
sulked Henceforth by his withdrawal 
from all competition for the honors to bo 
bestowed, he has also withdrawn from all 
further attack or coietumely. He will 
continue to take a deep interest in the 
success of the principles for which he has 
fought so well. He will be the friend 
and adviser of republicans and his resi
dence a place where all t lie leaders will 
seek the counsel of this admitted leader 
of leaders. 

As the weeks go by it appears more 
and more likely that Dakota will not be 
admitted this year either as ono state or 
two. The old fight between the division
ists and the antis is as fierce as ever, 
and worse yet the senate backs up the 
former and the house the latter. The 
coi.rse of the divisionists is that of the 
dog in tho manger exactly, so far ;>s any 
present results are concerned. It is 
morally certain that the democratic house 
will not divide the territory; on the other 
hand, if the divisionists would only yield 
to the inevitable and accept half a loaf 
rather than no bread, an influence might 
be brought to bear on the senate which 
would induce the republican majority or 
some of them at least to agree to some 
bill for the admission of the whole terri
tory. The republican party will al
ways accede to the wishes of the people, 
but so long as the people are themselves 
at civil war on the subject, the senators 
will very probably follow their own pref
erences. How long is such a state of 
things to continue? The present form 
of government has long since become in
adequate and the fact that Dakota is a 
territory retards immigration and in a 
hundred ways impedes our progress. 
But it is useless to storm or to beg and 
apparently useless to make a manly ap
peal to the justice of congress. About 
the most philosophical course appears to 
be to "grin and near it.'' 

SEVERAL of the eastern dailies have been 
firing at the various"Trust's". The sugar 
trust, the cotton trust, the lard trust, the 
big trust and the little trust are looked 
upon with great distrust by papers whose 
motives one cannot mistrust. One jour
nal even condemned a bridge because it 
was trussed. It is said that the New 
York papers are so enthusiastic in the 
matter that they have written the words 
"no trust here" all over the walls of their 
sanctums. Congress Is called upon to 
make it unlawful for persons to form any 
trust company—matrimony always ex
cepted. Nobody knows just how to clas
sify "trusts." They are foimed by cor
porations which are afraid of one another 
and at war with one another. 1 hey de
cide that peace is cheaper than war and 
unite their forces against their common 
enemy—the public. Thus out of distrust 
springs trust: out of evil, not exactly 
good but another kind of evil. To adapt 
one of Lincoln's sayings: "A corporation 
is like varioloid and a trust like small-pox." 
Corporations are sharks, a trust is a devil
fish; each of its companies is one arm, 
every arm is feeling for prey; all the prey 
is brought to the great central mouth, 
and is distributed to all the parts. 

BISMARCK'S recent speech in the Reich
stag, both by its matter and yet more by 
the manner in which it has been received 
in Germany and throughout the world, 
shows the tremendous power which lives 
in this one man. There is a most re
markable likeness between the real Bis
marck of today and old Cardinal Riche
lieu of France, as portrayed by Lord 
Lytton, but no scene which the drama 
tist's pen could bring before our eyes ex
ceeds in majesty and sadness that real 
ono in which Prince Bismarck has just 
been the central figure. Too weak to 
stand during the entire delivery of his 
speech, and unable to proceed without 
the aid of frequent stimulants, he stated 
in clear, bold words the condition of Eu
rope, showed the chances of war and the 
attitude of the empire, and told the 
powers of the old world what course they 
must pursue and the consequences of 
disobedience, and when he closed he 
reaped the reward which he has always 
despised, the enthusiastic applause of the 
populace. He stands the colossus of 
European polities, but a colossus about 
to fall. What changes, and what wars 
will follow then, no man can foresee,'but 
he might well say of his death as Riche
lieu says of his own, pointing to his 
white hair, "when this snow melts, there 
shall come a flood." 

THE Nelson County News is after the 
Wahpeton Insurance company with a 
double-barrel gun. The News office 
burned out some time si bee, and the com

pany refused to pay the insurance, claim
ing that the fire had originated from a 
straw-burning stove. Hence these tears. 

THE following is the civil service rule 
which the commission advised but which 
President Cleveland rejected: 

Whenever a dismissal from the execu
tive civil service is made a written state
ment must be filed in the department or 
office from which the dismissal is made, 
and become a part of the records of such 
department or office. 

Of course without such a rule as that 
civil service reform can never be any
thing but a delusion and a snare, and 
public servants must always be subject 
to the necessities and avarice of the poli
ticians elected to office. 

IN' the local option cases now before 
the supreme court at Bismarck, the law
yers will raise tho following questions: 
Whether a legislature can delegate any 
of its powers to tho people, or whether 
the statute must not be a complete and 
vital thing as passed by tho legislature 
without any further action by the people. 
Also whether legislation applying to cer
tain counties only is not such special 
legislation as congress has prohibited. 

AT LOS Angeles, the balmy,the heaven
ly, the city of the angels, coal is twenty-
seven dollars a ton, wood eighteen dol
lars a cord, butter sixty ceuts a pound, 
eggs fifty cents a dozen, oil one dollar a 
gallon. Typhoid fever, malaria, pneu
monia are numbering their victims by 
by hundreds. Sales of real estate have 
stopped; the gas has burst the balloon. 

THE CRAZY TEA. 

BISMARCK is determined not to be dull, 
as soon as one highly flavored sensa
tion has been thoroughly worke^l an
other one is ready. The latest is the dis
covery that several of the elete young 
men are victims of the opium habit, and 
frequent Chinese laundries late at night 
to hit the pipe. 

THE arrest of Gilhoolv and Pyne, mem
bers of parliament, is creating great ex
citement in England. Such an occur
rence would not be tolerated in the Uni
ted States. The Tory party must be on 
its last legs when it resorts to such meas
ures to keep up its majority and to en
rage the Irish to some act of retaliation. 

THE Steele Ozone issues a very hand
some number devoted entirely to a state
ment of the advantages offered by Dako
ta and bv Kidder county. The subject 
might fill several numbers. Five thous
and copies of tho issue have been print
ed. 

IT is rumored that Blaine lias decided 
not to bo a candidate for president this 
year. Sheridan is frequently mentioned. 
"Little Phil" would be carried to the 
White house with such a rush as wlif n 
he broke the rebel lines in the Shenan
doah valley. 

THE St. Paul Globe, most prominent 
democratic newspaper in the northwest, 
openly and boldly discards the whole 
matter of civil service reform a lid de
mands the carrying out of the|spoi)s prin
ciples to their full extent. 

THEY tried a rotary snow plow on the 
streets of Chicago the other day, and 
frescoed the store fronts with the elegant 
mixture which covers the pavements of 
that city. 

THE N. P. will soon be known as the 
great tea route. It has just closed a con
tract for carrying ten million pounds of 
tea from the coast to St. Paul. 

A Jig: at a Funeral. 
Old John Walton and wife—may they 

sit side by sitle through all eternity as 
cheery, radiant and loving as I always 
find them at Russell street, Portland! He 
is over 90 years of age now, and it is a de
light to listen to his tales of the days and 
ways when the century came in. Among 
his earliest and strongest recollections 
was a peculiar feature in the burial cere
monies of the hero of Tripoli, Commodore 
Edward Preble, in Portland, 1807. 
'They had sent out all the country over," 

he relates, "for band music. No entire 
organization could be got. But more 
than 100 musicians came, .sort of on their 
own hook. 'When they got here it was 
found that, while the town was overrun 
with every manner of musician and mu
sical instrument, that there was not one 
dirge or march they could ail play to
gether, if they were to he hung for it. 
The funeral obsequies in every other re
spect were more imposing than ever before 
or since, known here; music must be had 
whether or no; and it was finally discov
ered that the musicians coukl all play 
just one composition. I don't remember 
the name of it, but anyhow, it was a rol
licking Irish jig: and the mournful cortege 
actually moved up and down the streets 
of Portland, and Anally to the old Eastern 
cemetery, to louder and livelier strains of 
wild Irish music than ever crazed the 
heads or bedeviled the toes of lads and 
lassies at a Tipperary fair."—Edgar L. 
Wakeroan's Letter. 

1'iiinter* of AclvertixpnieiitH. 
Since the laws prohibiting defacing 

natural scenery were enacted the adver
tising companies have cut down their 
regular staffs of painters to very small 
proportions. Before that time they em
ployed gangs that were as emulous, reck
less and irresponsible as the attaches of a 
railway advertising car. The risks they 
took to daub their letters on some promi
nent but almost inaccessible crag made 
thrilling stories when they gathered of 
winter nights to swap lies arouud the 
blazing logs. It was a life of hardy ad
venture that was very attractive to enter
prising young fellows, and many took to 
it for that reason alone. Latterly, bow-
ever, it has been reduced to a better sys
tem. Nearly all prominent places have a 
given value which must be paid the owner. 
Local painters are engaged to do the work, 
and Bohemian jollity is a thinf of the 
past.—New York Graphic. 

The Woman's Relief Corps Gives a 
Novel and Pleasant Entertainment 
at the Masonic Hall. 
The ladies of the Woman's Relief corps 

succeeded in giving a pleasant and in 
some respects a very "crazy' entertain
ment Tuesday evening. There was a much 
larger attendance than expected, and the 
ladies feel very well satisfied with the re
sult of their efforts. The features of the 
evening were several but the most fun 
centered around the supper tables in the 
dining room of the hall. These were pre
sided over by Mrs. E. S. Miller, Mrs. 
Stetson, Mrs. John Vennum, Mrs. Chas. 
Hensel, Mrs. Fisk, Mrs. Pierce, Mrs. 
Proctor, Mrs. Thornhill and Miss La-
Follette. Here the lunacy, for which 
there was a special license, was developed 
and ran rampant. Everything was top-
sy-turvy and in tho little drama of vice-
versa which was there enacted, cream was 
found ia the sugar bowl, meat on cake 
dishes, and vinegar turned forth from the 
oily depths of a coal-oil lamp. 'A charge 
of 37}i cents was made for supper, and 
some who had caught the spirit of the 
evening divided Uncle Sam s copper 
coins in halves in order to make the 
exact change. Tho supper was the most 
pleasant feature of the evening and fur
nished an unlimited amount of amuse
ment. Mrs. J. M.Graham read a humorous 
selection in her usual expressive manner, 
and Comrade Wright of Minneapolis, en
tertained his hearers for five or ten min
utes. Over in one corner of the hall was 
the postoflice, presided over by Miss 
Maude Miller and Miss Minnie Proctor. 
Valentines were mailed here for the gen
tlemen, but always with five or ten cents 
postage C. O. D. The efforts of tho re
ception committee Mrs. E. L. Wells, Mrs. 
Merry and Mrs. McGinnis, added much 
to the pleasure of the evening. The 
ladies of tho corps were all m 
costume—all of them in ac
cord with the spirit of the evening. Ihe 
entertainment was a success both socially 
and financially. 

TO PROVIDE OHj TANKAGE 

The Great Standard Oil Company to 
Interest Itsell' in Jamestown. 

H. C. Rheil, who has general charge of 
all the oil distributing points established 
by the Standard Oil company between 
Fargo and Helena on the Northern Pa
cific, was in tho city Saturday conferring 
with J. W. Sheridan, tho company's local 
agent, in regard to putting in tankage 
for Jamestown. The advantages of this 
place as a distributing point has made 
such arrangements neccessarv, and it has 
accordingly been decided to provide 
tankage capacity for a large number of 
barrels in the spring or early summer. 
Mr. Sheridan thinks that when this is 

provided it will have ihe effect of lower
ing the price of coal nil one or t"WO cents 
on the gallon. For three years past Mr. 
Sheridan has handled the Standard Oil 
company's product, and during that 
time has built up a large trade, supply
ing all the merchants of the city and an 
ontside district extending from Sanborn 
on the east to Steele on the west, as far 
north as Minnewaukan and south to 
Grand Rapids, until Jamestown has be
come one of the most important supply
ing points on the Northern Pacific. This 
move on the part of a great corporation 
is another indication of the growing 
greatness of Jamestown and the favor 
which her increasing prominence is at
tracting. Notwithstanding the oft quoted 
aphorism of the great English jurist, 
every one will be ' pleased to seo this 
wealthy and powerful corporation inter
est itself in Jamestown, especially as an 
immediate reduction m the price of oil 
will occur, and the centering of larger 
interests will probably soon follow. 

Gone to Leadvllle. 

Horace M. Shaw, who for the past two 
years has been connected with Shoen-
berg Bros, and with The Fair since the 
business was transferred to David Good
man. has sovered his connection with the 
firm and left Wednesday for Leadville, 
Col., where he will have charge of the 
boot and shoe department in Slioenberg 
Bros, big store at that place. Mr. Shaw 
has proven himself a first-class salesman, 
and during liis residence in Jamestown 
has made many friends, who, while re
gretting to see him depart, will 
be glad to learn that he only 
leaves his good position here 
to accept a still better one at a consider
able advance in salary. 

They Moved the Depot. 
W. E. Dodge in Fargo Republican: You 

will remember that back in 1883 the town 
of Bartlett was destroyed by fire, and the 
Manitoba moved its depot four miles east 
to the town of Lakota, and that Attorney 
Standish secured an injunction restrai-
lng the company from closing its Bartlett 
station. Well, the thing has ran along with
out much attention from anybody, until 
now we are to argue a motion Feb. 25 for 
judgement on the pleadings, and to set 
aside the injuction. Not that the company 
wants to abandon Bartlett, but we want 
the injunction out of the way. 

Two Omaha Men Happy on $112,500. 

Yesterday the two happiest men in 
Omaha were at the restaurant of F. Pop-
pendick, at the corner of Howard and 
Thirteenth streets. Poppendick the 
genial host, and Robert Price, wholesale 
butcher, of Tenth street, were the joint 
winners of a fourth share of the third 
capital prize of 850,000 in the Louisiana 
State lottery; 21,301 was the lucky num
ber.—Omaha (Neb.) Bee, Dec. 29. 

Wild Buckwheat. 

Without fear of contradiction. I offer 
the following receipt for the destruction 
of wild buckwheat and its use as a fer
tilizer.' Plow that part of the farm in
tended for summer fallow in the fall 
about two inches deep with skimmer 

two horses on a gang. About the 
or twentieth of May drag the 

plows - tv 
fifteenth 

l&nd thus plowed with a spike tooth 
drag, which will kill about one half of the 
young buckwheat plants. Plow deep be
tween the first and fifteenth of July, 
using sharp rolling colters to cut thcough 
the very heavy crop of buckwheat, which 
will be as heavy a crop to turn under of 
egetable matter as the best crop of red 

clover you ever saw. Drag the ground 
just before harvest, and the work is done. 

Hunter Eye. 

IX THE SOCIAJj SWIM. 

Mr. A Pleasant Card Party Given by 
and Mrs. Herman Gieseler. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Gieseler enter
tained a number of friends at their resi
dence Tuesday evening. A very pleasant 
evening was spent, progressive euchre 
forming tho principal amusement. This 
game seems to be growing in popularity 
this winter. So tie skillfull players have 
been developed and "lone hands" are be
coming more numerous. Mr. Andrew 
Blewett and Mrs. Joe D. Mills carried off 
the honors of the play last evening, and 
Mr. Chas. T. Hills and Mrs. G. A. Lieber 
the goose eggs. The -guests were re
galed with refreshments before dispersing. 
Among those present were: 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson Nickeus, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. D. Mills, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. 
T. Hills, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Steel, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jno T. Gray, Mr and Mrs. F.H. 
Chapman, Mr. find Mrs. H. C. Hotchkiss, 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Blewett, 
Mrs. J. J. Flint, Mr. 
Hathorn, Mr. and Mrs. 
berg, Mr. and 
Mi-

Mr. and 
and Mrs. A. R. 
Otto Wonnen-

Mrs. Chas. Richardson, 
and Mrs. Warren Wetmore, Mr. and 

Mrs. J. J. Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Dole, Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Lieber and 
Mrs. Wing. 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 

[OFFICIAL.] 
Meeting of board of county commis

sioners of Stutsman county, D. T., held 
on Saturday, Feb. 11, 1888. 

Board met at 10 a. m. Full board pres
ent, Geo. H. Woodbury, chairman, presi
ding. 

Minutes of meeting held Jan, 21, 1888, 
and also of special meeting held Jan. '28, 
1888, read and approved. 

On motion _ the informal action of 
board in allowing the following bills tit 
special meeting, January '28th, was rati
fied. 
J. Smith, supplies to paupers $106 80 
Geo. R. Topliff & Co., fuel to pau

pers 24 25 
On motion Geo. C. Eager was appoint

ed a constable for the county, and his 
bond as such was presented and ap
proved. 

Tax receipts presented by J. S. Dud
ley referred to Attorney Rose. 

On motion the following bills were al
lowed: , 
H. B. Bush, board paupers S 
J. M. Thompson, support 
Geo. R. Topliff & Co., fuel for pau

pers 
Wonnenbergit Avis, stationery.. 
John Morris Co., " 
A. McKogjinie, janitor, jailer and 

board of prisoners 
Fred Wolner, cancel R. C. No, 10, 

R. D. No. 14 
H. HnHman, witness fees district 

COUl't.., i , i ,, , i . 
M. H. Sclimit^ Witness fees dis* 

trict court 
The quarterly report of Ldl»$ T.- Ham

ilton, justice of the peace,for quarter end
ing January 1, 1888 was presented, *«•» 
ferred to Attorney Rose, returned by 
him marked "O. K." and on motion was 
then accepted and fees allowed. 

Board adjourned until 2 p. m. 

$"> 00 
16 00 

2-1 75 
12 30 
32 25 

125 9Q 

1 90 

7 00 

00 

were 

1 G8 

2 00 
2 00 
" 00 

Board met at 2 p. m. Full board pres
ent. 

On motion the following claims 
allowed: 
Certificate No. 9, D. 14, Klein Jfc 

Shaver $ 
Certificate No. 1, D. 8, E. T. Kear

ney 
Thos. Driscoll, juror fee 
Henrv Dorn, witness district court 

Motion made by Eddy that the print
ers be allowed twenty-five cents per 
square for publishing th* auditor's and 
treasurer's reports, and commercial rates 
for the list of warrants drawn in six 
months ending Jan. 1, 1888. 

Yeas and nays called. 
Yeas—Eddy. Nays—Buchanan and 

Woodbury. 
Motion lost. 
Moved by Buchanan that on the Alert 

bill there be $41.30 allow'ed, the same to 
be in full of said account. 

Yeas and nays called. 
Yeas - Buchanan, Nays Eddy, 
Motion carried. 

Bill of Capital, printing, allowed..$2*2 90 
Der Pioneer, " " 37 75 

Petition from trustees St. James church 
in regard to tax on cemetery presented, 
and on motion referred to Attorney 
Rose. 

On motion auditor was instructed to' 
make demand upon territorial officers for 
copies of t he compiled laws. 

Annual report of T. C. Barrett, road 
supervisor, received and ordered placed 
on file. 

Board adjourned to meet at 10 a. m., 
February '28,1888. 

Attest: A. C. MCMILLAN, 
Auditor. 

Funeral Services. 

Tho funeral of Maggie, daughter of 
Mr. and [Mrs. T. M. Grove, occurred on 
Sunday afternoon at the Presbyterian 
church, which was crowded with friends, 
about half the number present being 
school children associates, who thus paid 
their last mark of respect to one they had 
loved and respected. Rev. N. D. Fanning 
delivered the funeral sermon and Prof. 
I )enny made a few fitting remarks relative 
to the school character of the deceased. 
The following pall bearers were chosen 
from among her school mates -Paul Al
len, Frank Fanning, John Bowman, Rob
ert Gardner, Fred Lyon and Chas: Ball. 
The remains were interred at the High
land Home cemetery. 

The County Case. 

Attorney Jno. S. Watson returned on 
Tuesday from Bismarck, the argument of 
the county certificate taxcass having been 
postponed. He will return, however, to
night and the case will probably be heard 
tomorrow. Mr. Watson states that the 
constitutionality of the local option 
question, which is one of the interesting 
points to be decided this terra, will be 
argued Friday. 
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