
Thejamestown Alert 
T E R M S *  

The Daily Alert is delivered in the city by car
riers, at 75 cents a month. 
Daily, one year t? ?9 
Daily, six mouth-
Daily, three mouth* 
Weekly, oue year 
Weekly, eix months 

4 00 
2 00 
•i 00 
1 00 

DAILY (EXCEPT SUNDAY) & WEEKLY 

\V. R. KELLOGG. 

AFTER a brilliant, aggressive and in
genious campaign by both democrats 
?tnd republicans, the presidential contest 
of 18S8 is at a close. When this article 
reaches the 6ye of the reader, the last 
vote will have been cast and the anxious 
and weary waiting for returns will have 
commenced. 

For the benefit of those who have not 
closely watched the progress of the cam
paign a brief snnimaf of the claims of 
the parties for those states which have 
been termed as doubtful is made. 

New York- - Republicans claim 15,000 
plurality for Harrison; democrats claim 
17,000 for Cleveland. Conservative re
publicans claim 85.000 majority for Har
rison above the Harlem and concede 
Cleveland 60,000 in New York city and 
lf>,000 in Brooklyn. 

Indiana Both parties claim the state, 
each basing their estimates largely on 
the floating vote of from 10,000 to 15,0C0. 
Each party claims to have the state by 
from 10,000 to 15,000 majority. This state 
is extremely doubtful. 

New Jersey will probably go demo
cratic, although the republicans claim 
that they will control the next legisla
ture and thus secure the election of a re
publican senator. 

Connecticut is doubtful, with chances 
favorable to the republicans, who claim 
the state by 2000 or 3000. Democrats 
hold out for a Cleveland lead of 1000 
votes. 

Virginia, West Virginia, Illinois, Cali
fornia, Nevada, Michigan, Minnesota and 
New Hampshire are classed as doubtful 
by many of the more enthusiastic of both 
parties. The republicans claim the dem-
ocifctic states of Virginia and West Vir-
giolfby small majorities or pluralities 
bat these claims don't seem to be fully 
substantiated. The democrats claim the 
possibility of all of the remaining states 
above enumerated casting their electoral 
votes for Cleveland. Although Blaine 
had 24,000 majority in Illinois the Chi
cago Times figures out 16,000 democratic 
gains, and expects Cook county to make 
up enough to give the state to Palmer 
and Cleveland. This claim, however, 
looks puerile, and while Palmer is a pop
ular man. it is hardly expected even by 
•democrats that he will carry the state. 
The democratic claim of the other states 
is based on si very llimsy foundation. 
They will not carry more than one of 
them at the outside, if any. 

In 1884 the vote of the electoral college 
was 210 for Cleveland and 182 for Blaine. 
This year the democrats take California 
and Michigan out of the Blaine states, 
and concades the republicans 161 sure 
electoral votes. The republicans on the 
other hand subtract New York, Connecti
cut, New Jersey and Indiana from Cleve-
and's 1884 electoral vote and concede 
the democrats the 153 votes of the solid 
fouth. 

It will thus be seen that by the com
bined claims of both sides the following 
states are taken from the roll and classed 
as doubtful:. California, New Jersey, 
Connecticut, Indiana, Michigan and New 
York. 

With New York's 36 and Connecticut's 
<5 votes. Harrison will receive a majority. 
These states seem reasonably sure for 
Harrison, and are the source of the re
publican confidence. Without New York 
the republicans can win with the com
bined electoral votes of Indiana, Michi
gan, Connecticut and California, which 
would swell Harrison s total to 20.5,or two 
more than a bare majoritj. 

On the other hand the democrats must 
carry every one of the remaining doubt-
fnl states, if they lose New York, and that 
is next to an impossibility. Even with 
New York they ne«-d 12 more votes,which 
they must get from the doubtful states. 
It will be seen that New York is the real 
battle ground of the campaign, and that 
upon her votes the selection of the next 
president lunges. Both parties are con
fident of success, and it is safe to assert 
that the election returns from the Em
pire state will be watched more eagerly 
tonight all over the country than ever be-
fore. 

THOSE people who are content to let 
the conservatism of this country do duty 
for its patriotism when no necessity ex
ists for doing anything else, naturally re
gret that Col. Ingersoll's voice has been 
still and small during the campaign. 
He always trumpets forth ideas of a 
wonderfully creative mind, and drowns 
the wind with truths that strike home 
like epigrams. He is the choicest orna
ment among the cluster of republican 
speakers, and the party should jubilate 
on the fact that he is with it, and willing 
to work for it. 

Bat through some qnakmg obtuseness 
of the national committee his desire to 
take the stump for protection has been 
refnsed. because the great man would 
not hush his tongue into venal silence 
on topics that should be discussed-on 
the mists that keep blowing errors and 
ignorance against the understanding of 
men. Thousands of republicans have 

• keen in * avering balance of opinion on 

public measures during the past four or 
five months. The sound of Ingersoll's 
voice on the field of contest, would have* 
frightened the doubts from many who in 
these times regard expedients and just 
measures beyond party thrall. 
The national committee should have been 
proud to have had the great champion of 
liberty of thought, and the prophet of 
progress make a pilgrimage among the 
tribes delivering words of wisdom and 
truth to all. 

AN Alabama preacher claims to have re 
liable private information that there will 
be no election in this country after all. 
He has sent broadcast among the just 
and the unjust a circular of portentious 
significance, a solemn asservation that on 
November 5th the world will reach its 
terminal station, and our terrestrial fear 
will be ditched by orders froti* headquar
ters. The wicked generation of passen
gers, to-wit, the politicians, have brought 
down this mighty wrath upon us all. 
They are more particularly specified and 
set forth iu his depressing announce
ment, as follows: 

They are all falsifiers and blasphemers, 
and shall be burned in lakes of liquid 
fire, because they fear not God and are 
given to works of iniquity. Bivers of 
boiling water will burn the prohibition
ists, and a sea of fire and brimstone will 
open and swallow all democrats and re
publicans. Prepare, all of ye, and re
member the day is at hand. 

OBEDITH BATES, 
The Lord's Prophet. 

It will be seen that no one stands in. 
Even the "proh'i' disciple who would act 
as a general filterer for the liquid ele
ment of heaven itself, lest it contaminate 
the system of his brother, has no wink 
for safety. Speedy and desperate hedg
ing is intimated to be the only recourse 
left. 

IN another column appears a communi
cation from County Commissioner Eddy 
in reply to the James Kiver Democrat's 
statements concerning Mr. Glaspell's 
charges in the Mansfield case. Mr. Eddy, 
as a member of the county board, was 
perfectly familiar with all the details and 
agreements of the case and the terms of 
the engagement of Mr. Glaspell to col
lect the judgment against Mansfield's 
bondsmen,and he characterizes the state
ments of tde Democrat as false in toto. 
Mr. Glaspell received good pay for good 
services, but that is rather a credit to 
his legal reputation than otherwise. 

The attempt to blacken Mr. Glaspell's 
character will neither injure that gentle
man nor make votes for "Farrell, Greene 
and Perkins." The Democrat has taken 
the wrong tack. The good sense of the 
eople will neither endorse or counte
nance a mud-throwing campaign. 

This campaign lie having been ex
ploded by the card referred to, it is to be 
hoped that the Democrat will take coun
cil of its better judgmeut and confine it
self in the future to reputable political 
warfare. 

THRKE boys, pages of good Dame For
tune, have sent General Harrison a pres
ent of a Kansas jack rabbit, for luck 
There is nothing in the world that stim
ulates motion into exertion like the exam
ple set by the jack rabbit. General Har
rison's run is bound to become accelera
ted under the impetus of this apparation 
of the prairies, the origin of all speed. 

Besides this special auspicious signiti-
cence, is the general protection and 
assistance assured by the gift. One fore 
foot of the benificent animal is sufficient 
to keep the worst malevolent spirit chat
tering in the distance from the trusting 
darkey in every clime. Its efficacy is 
authorized by unnumbered experiments 
and steady success. Its specific virtues 
are almost a pharmacopoeia. 

General Harrison can set his grand
fathers hat back firmly on his head and 
take a long breath for the final dash. He 
is the lucky man. 

THE National contest to-morrow will 
be decided by the voters of New York 
and Brooklyn. There are over 400,000 
of them,—more than in any state of the 
union excepting the states of Illinois, 
Indiana, possibly Iowa, Michigan, Mis
souri, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. 

In a careful review of the great situa
tion, the New York Sun says: 

It is fitting that this great metropoli
tan community, so intelligent and so 
profoundly interested in the welfare of 
the whole union, should thus have the 
decision of an election which turns on a 
fundamental economical question, and a 
matter of practical policy which concerns 
so deeply the prosperity of the republic. 

The workingmen of New York and 
Brooklyn will render the decision next 
Tuesday, and of one thing the country 
may be confident: to whatever side the 
victory is given it will be a thoroughly 
considered and intelligent decision. The 
people of the United States need never 
tremble when their fortunes are entrust
ed to this broad-minded, quick-minded, 
patriotic, enlightened, and cosmopolitan 
community. 

P. T. BARNUM, the great exhibitor, is 
not generally credited with stupidity in 
worldly affairs. He views with alarm the 
prospect of any free trade legislation,and 
pubhcly offers to sell all of his Connecti
cut real estate at 35 per cent less than 
present prices if Cleveland and a demo
cratic majority in congress are 'elected 
He has also ceased building houses for 
renters, pending the election, declaring 
there will be no demand for them if 
swarms of cheap labor from Europe dis
place the skilled hands of Americans. 
Barnum has annually erected about 
twenty houses, but ceased his building 
operations about four years ago. He 

maintains that the republican majority 
in the senate has alone preserved the 
commercial equilibrium in this conntry. 

THE New Uockford Transcript tele
graphs The Alert office for a rooster say
ing the Transcript ticket was a clear win
ner from constable to register. This 
ticket includes Mr. Glaspell for the coun 
cil, Gronna and Wellman for the house 
Gardner for register, L. G. Willis treas
urer. Jas. Cleary, attorney. It was a 
clean sweep. There were two conven
tions in Eddy county, held in the same 
room, and the election of one of them 
entire was curious enough in the mixed 
condition of politics all over the territory. 
In Cass county Major Edwards is defeat
ed by a small majority, less than 100. 
The city of Fargo gave him a handsome 
vote nearly SOOmajority. The falling off in 
vote from 1600 to 1405 is given by the 
Argus as the cause of the defeat. The 
major made a noble fight against able 
and persistent opposition backet7 by 
plenty of money. « 

The vote against prohibition was also 
a stunner. The counties of Cass, Grand 
Forks, Walsh, Pembina, La Moure, 
Barnes and doubtless many others not 
yet heard from have given large majori
ties for the sale. 

THE letter writing business is getting 
thicker as the election approaches. The 
ideas of the campaign are exhausted, and 
the voters who can be moved by their ap
plication in any form are already set 
aside as won or lost. The remainder of 
the real work must be done with "soap." 
Yet the importance of chance is still an 
almost controlling element in the cam
paign, and managers are nervously watch
ing for a place to put in a sensational but 
effective blow. The West letter will help 
republicans, and the publication of the 
alleged Dudley circular, directing that 
election frauds be arranged for in Indi 
ana evidently was expected to help dem
ocrats, but its forged character seems too 
apparent to make it effective. 

A very little thing will tip the beam 
now. 

THE republicans are now confident of 
carrying New York city. It may be 
stated that the democrats are equally 
positive of success there. The enormous 
increased registration in the city is an 
element of doubt that may grow into 
gloom. 

The incendiary utterances of Hill about 
the impossibility of a full vote being put 
in the ballot boxes for lack of time and 
his advice to democrats to vote in some 
way anyhow, are ominous of delays if not 
of trouble. Both sides are desperately in 
earnest. The prize is a glittering one, 
and if an unexpected solution of the con
test does not occur either way, it is likely 
that comnlications of a serious character 
may follow. 

A JAMESTOWH Catholic fair cleared 
$1,000; a similar Fargo enterprise netted 
$1,600 for the church. At the little town 
of Larimore nearly $800 were raised. All 
these results from a country where frost 
is supposed to have left the population 
without anything but faith to carry them 
over to another year. In Sioux City, la., 
a week's efforts only produced $700. 

North Dakota is the most liberal, pros
perous and happy locality in the north
west, with the brightest future ahead of 
of it. Antiquated and narrow waya of 
doing things are left for the exclusive 
performance of other states. This new 
country is different. As a new state she 
will be a marker for t)ie old ones in nil" 
merous respects. 

The Fargo Sun—heretofore democrat
ic—is now republican. Reasons as follows: 
to-wit: 

In this issue we hoist the county tick
et at the head of our columns. Political
ly we disagree with every man on the 
ticket, but as the democrats have no 
ticket in the field, and the so-called peo
ple's ticket is a fraud from its concep
tion, and as it is necessary that one of 
the two should be elected, we prefer the 
ticket nominated by a fair representa
tive convention of a party even though 
it be not our own. Further we like to 
be on the winning side, when there is no 
good reason why we should not be, and 
the ticket at the masthead of The Sun is 
the one that will win. 

THE opposition having exhausted itsj 
batteries in the canvas to defeat the 
heavy weight of the Argus, has resorted 
to abnsing the "old man" on account of 
his size. One voter is quoted as saying 
"I'm going to vote for Benton, you bet; 
Edwards is too fat for sheriff." As neither 
Col. Benton or Major Edwards are can
didates for sheriff, the intelligence of the 
above described voter must have been 
completely led astray by the pressure of 
the campaign. 

MIKE SCHMITZ will make a splendid 
sheriff for Stutsman county. Courteous, 
prompt and active, the duties of this re
sponsible office will be properly handled 
under his watchfnl care. The people of 
the county went to his assistance like 
they did to no other candidate, and the 
credit of defeating the strongest man 
who ever held office in the county, is due 
to Mr. Schmitz and his hosts of valiant 
workers. 

THE New York Sun has it that there 
was a general Bnow fall through Central 
Dakota October 26th. 

The early newspaper bird catches the 
Dakota weather worm. The little matter 
of truth has nothing to do with the item 
howeyer. * 

THBBK are many disappointed republi

cans in this county today. The success 
of the democratic ticket here, is due to 
the Bame reasons that gave it success two 
years ago. Republicans voted for demo
crats because they refused to sanction 
the personal quarrels among republicans 
which divided the party strength. 

JOHNSON NICKEUS was elected district 
attorney by nearly 500 majority in this 
county. It will l>e seen that the voters 
were with him from first to last. The 
gentleman is receiving the congratula
tions of friends all over the territory. 

THE Minneapolis Tribune was enter
prising. It sent a special train to Fargo 
to carry its election edition. 

THE CONDUCTOR TALIS. 
THE MAN OF THE GRIP CAR GIVES 

BITS OF EXPERIENCE. 

How a Woman's Dress Caught Five from 
a Wheel Shield—The Amount of Change 

Lost Through the Openings—Why Green 

Hands Are Preferred. 

Singular things happen sometimes to a 
street car conductor. 1 have been a con
ductor all my life—that is, for a good part 
of my life; hot always, of course, but 
when I went to work I was a driver on a 
car in au eastern city. I came west and 
got a position as a conductor on the Olive 
street line, and I have held it ever since. 
The reason 1 make these preliminary re
marks is that I want you to believe what 
I tell you about making change, and the 
loss of money that people suffer from 
Tapid transit. I never thought of this 
when I was on a horse car, but now I 
know "whereof I speak." When a pas
senger gives the conductor of a horse car 
50 cents or $1 and gets a handful of 
nickels and dimes in change, if he drops 
one he will stop to pick it up. It gener
ally rolls to some quiet spot on the plat
form and stops, and the passenger stoops 
down and gets it. 

Now, if I am on the platform and I 
hand a man a dime and he drops it, he 
will never get it again. It rolls faster 
than it does on a horse car, and it always 
starts straight for the edge. The passen
ger will wait until he hears it ring on the 
granite pavement, and then he'll stamp 
fiercely with his foot at the place he last 
saw it, but, of course, he is too late, and 
the fate of the coin is to fall into the 
hands of some small boy who happens to 
see it. There is another way that money 
is lost. We conductors don't like to work 
both sides of a car, and we always go 
down on the right hand side. The pas
sengers of the left hand have to reach 
over to us and 'we hand the change back, 
and, you may not believe me, yet it is 
true, the amount of money that falls 
through the hole in the floor that the grip 
comes through would pay one conductor's 
wages. The funniest part of it is that I 
have never struck a passenger who would 
let me bear the loss. Even stingy men 
insist that they will bear it, but for the 
life of me I don't know why. I desire to 
inform you, though, that l shall never 
kick when they insist that the loss is 
theirs. 

IIKR DRESS ON FIUE. 
Did you ever hear of a grip car setting 

fire to a woman's dress? Impossible? 
Well, IU bet it Isn't. No, it isn't a phe
nomenon at alL It's as easy as rollingoff 
a log. You notice that our grips are very 
low and the wheels stick up through the 
door. Well, of course, we have to cover 
them, and so we put a wrought iron shield 
over them. But when we get a big crowd 
on board the car is pressed down by the 
weight, and sometimes the wheels rub 
against the shield, and in a run of two 
blocks the shield will get red hot. I had 
a lady passenger sitting over one just the 
other day, aud all of a sudden she jumped 
up and screamed like some one had hit 
her. Every man in the car looked at me 
as though I had done something, but I 
hadn't, and I didn't know any
more about it than they did. But 
the woman kept on screaming just the 
same, and jumped off the car. Sne nearly 
fell down, and I think I'd have been 
murdered if she had, but the gripman 
stopped the train, and I ran to her to see 
what was the matter I was nearly scared 
to death when I saw her skirts burning, 
because I couldn't imagine what had set 
fire to tliem, but I took off my coat and 
smothered the blaze, and when we went 
back to the grip I found that the shield 
she had been sitting over was red. I'm 
pretty sure I saved my life by pointing it 
out to the men who were on the car. They 
were awfully ferocious. If I had hit the 
lady iliey could not have glared at me 
worse, but when I showed them what was 
the matter and sen*, about half of them 
back in the coacli so that the springs 
could lift the car off the shield, they were 
humbler. 

A very chipper young fellow was talk
ing to me about my gripman. He asked 
me why we didn't get railroad men to 
work the grips, and it was all because we 
Jolted his necktie out of place when we 
were making a crossing. I gave him a 
piece of my mind, and what I told him is 
true, too. People talk about professional 
railroad men as though railroading was 
something you had to go to college to 
learn as you do law or medicine, but 
that's all nonsense. It's just like every
thing else in this age; it's mechanicu. 
You know that your own city editor has 
got his business down so fine that he 
doesn't turn the reporters loose and tell 
them to bring in wnat they get. He tells 
them what to go and get. Isn't that so ? 
Of course it is; and it's just so with every
thing else nowadays. The best men 
on a road are not those who tell 
the superintendent that they have 
been railroading for a century; they are 
the green hands. You take a fellow that 
is only half a professional and nobody can 
tell him anything. Just the same, lie 
don't know his business. But bring in a 
greenhorn and he will throw up his hands 
and say: "I don't know nothing;" and you 
can teach that fellow the business, and in 
a few months he will be an expert and 
won't know it. No, I ain't fooling. 
He will be an expert and won't 
know that he has learned anything 
about railroading. He never will find it 
out until some other road offers him more 
money than he is getting, and then he 
wonders what they do it for, because he 
knows he has bran railroading a little 
while and he can't get the idea through 
his head that he has learned anything.— 
St. Louis Republic. 

X 
$ 
J 

When children gather in delight, 
To fill the air with bubbles bright, 
Of this let parents all be sure— 
The soap they use is good and pure, 
For, common grease in some we find 
With evil mixtures well combined 
That soon with burning sores will tell 
On lips and tongue, and gums as well. 

Let Ivory Soap, that's made with care 
Of purest oils and essence rare, 
Be used by those who bubbles blow 
And greatest pleasure will they know, 
For brighter bubbles will be seen 
Where soap is pure and fresh and clean, 
While not a fear need cross the mind 
Of bad results of any kind. 

A WORD OF WARNING. 

There are many white soapsi each represented to be "just as good as the 'Ivory' 
they ARE NOT, but like all counterfeits, lack the peculiar and remarkable qualities 
of the genuine. Ask for "Ivory" Soap and insist upon getting it. 

* Copyright 1886, by Procter & Gamble. 

Atlantic Ci, 
f est field, Mass., has 

Property of the 
panjr of West field, ^u., ««-» — 
teched. Liabilities, $70,(W. It employed 
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CLOSING OUT SALE 

Worth of Men's and Boy's Clothing, 
Hats, Caps, Gent's Furnishing Goods, 
Boots and Shoes, Trunks and Valises, 
must be sold before January 1st, 1889, 

FOR CASH ONLY! 
* 

We must quit business before January 1, 
and are bound to sell every dollar's 
worth of Goods, and all fixtures, consist
ing of Show Cases, Counters, Shelves, 
Stove, etc. 

Figures will be placed on these Goods 
that will make our prices sell every dol
lar's worth of Goods on or before Janua
ry 1st. 

Now is your chance! Embrace it 
quickly. All goods are sold for cash only. 
This is no humbug, but a POSITIVE 
CLOSING OUT SALE. 

GRUD CEHTRAL CLOTH HOUSE, 
M. EPPINCER. 

We kindly request all those indebted to us 
to call in and settle, as we must have all our ac
counts in as soon as possible. 
A.LFRID DICKEY, 

Vice Pre*, and Tre»». 
GILBKKT A. PIERCE, 

President. 
J. A. HAIGHT, 

Sacntaty 

M Dakota Loan & Trust Go. 
J AMBSTOWN, ID-A»"ECOT-A.. 

Bay* Orranty Warrants and Bonds and School Bonds. Monev alwav* nQ hand tr 
loan on Farm Lands. No red tape, no delays. School and county cflcera and bor* 
woers an inyited to correspond. 

ISO BBon. 

GRAND CENTRAL HOTEL. 
House now ready for reception of Guests. 

fibst class table. board by day or WBB^y 

Best Location in the City for Transient Guests. 

DRISCOLL & BARRETT, Proprietors. 


