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THE LAST OF THE YEAR. 

The News Round up on The Last 
Year of 1888—A Uarrington 

Mirage. 

New Year's Sermon Advising 
the Boys to "Swear Off" all 

Around.' 

Capt. VanEtten says He is not a 
Candidate for Speaker of 

the House. 

Mot a Candidate. 

Capt. Van Ettan, member-elect of the 
legislature from the eleyenth district, de-
ivered a temperance lecture at the rink, 
last night." The captain is a peculiar and 
somewhat eccentric individual—"a crank 
some people call me" he says. He has 
been in the harness as a temperance ad 
vocate for a dozen years, during eight of 
which he was a professional lecturer and 
traveled all over the United States. The 
captain came to Dakota five years ago 
and began farming operations. He has 
continued his temperance crusade since 
residing here and says that he has spoken 
in nearly every town in South Dakota. 
He is at present on his way to Bismarck 
He started some five weeks ago with his 
horse and buggy and has traveled over
land all the way, stopping off at every 
town where he could secure a date to 
make an address. The captain has not 
always traveled in that way. He says 
that two years ago the railroads called in 
his half fare permits and it was the in 
creased expense of travel which decided 
him to purchase his horse and buggy. 
Since that time he has traveled 22,000 
miles and is of the opinion that the rail
roads and not he are the losers thereby. 
The captain remarked to an Alert repre
sentative that his lecture Sunday night 
was his 4,869th. 

Capt. Van Ettan has been frequently 
spoken of as a candidate for speaker of 
the house. Being interrogated on this 
point the captain said, "I am not a candi
date for anything. They're better men 
in the house for that position than I am; 
if they have not, then I pity them. I 
•don't know anything about parliamentary 
affairs only what I learned in the Good 
Templars." The captain further said 
that the speaker of the house did not 
speak and that he had a considerable quan
tity of eloquence which he wished to un
cork. He intimated, however, that if any 
.honors were thrust upon him he would not 
thrice decline. 

The Opium Smugglers. 

It is now believed that opium smug
glers have been successfully engaged m 
their work on the border of Dakota and 
Manitoba for some time. Developments 
are coming to light which will disclose a 
general system of smuggling >which 
United States officials have heretofore 
neglected to interfere with or attempt to 
suppress, if known. The inhabitants of 
most of the border counties, particularly 
in this territory,are ignorant breeds,quar-
relsome and generally vicious—mostly 
incapable of transacting ordinary pub
lic business without great loss and in
justice. As an instance of the character 
of the settlers in Rolette county, the 
commissioners have been so ignorant of 
ordinary business forms that orders have 
been issued and sold to money sharks at 
ruinously low rates, and the county's af
fairs are in such dire confusion that 
Judge Rose of this district, has himself 
audited the bills of the county for some 
time, as a removal and re-election prom
ised no change for the better. Judge 
Rose has also appointed Edward Lebarge 
United States commissioner, who has 
powers of a commiting.magistrate,in place 
of United States Commissioner Phillips 
of St. John, resigned. No cause for res
ignation is given, but it is expected that 
the new officials will soon be unearthing 
evidence of sueh character as to show 
that considerable unlawful traffic is 
smuggling has been going on. 

A New Years Sermon. 

The day of reform is at hand. The 
hour of good resolutions is approaching. 
The new leaf m the book of life stands 
ready to be turned. 

Tomorrow will be New Years day. 
Among the many ancient and honorable 

customs which annually revive with the 
expiration of the old year and the birth 
of the new, none adds a brighter reful
gence to this shining occasion or more 
surely marks a "Happy New Years" than 
the laudable and time sanctioned habit 
of widespread "swearing off." There is 
nothing particularly auspicious in the 
first day of the year in itself but by com
mon oonsent and the precedent of century 
upon century it has become the funeral 
day of the dead past and the birthday of 
twelve months of hope, ambition and fu
ture. Custom has made it the day when 
nun resolves to be more manly and turn 
from the smooth broad road and pleas
ant boulevards of the way to certain ret
ribution and journey in the rocky and 
little traveled track of the upright; when 
the Sunday school scholar says, 
in the words of the scriptures, "Get thee 
behind me Satan" and swears to keep 
the old gentlemen in the rear for twelve 
-weary months of temptation; when the 
bad man resolves to be good, the good 
man to be better, the rich man to be 

- riehsr, et cetera, et cetera, ad infinitum. 
The origin of this "swearing off" habit 

is old enough to command the respect 
that is paid to it The antiquarian has 
not yet delved deep enough into the dim 

c, mists of the past to conclusively establish 
„ the inventor of the glorious custom which 
has found more followers than any inno-

® vation since the birth of time. We read, 
• however, in the good book that when the 
|lln of Eden's garden were dosed upon 

Adam and Eve they were sore distressed ] 
and full of regret—from whioh it may 
very properly be inferred that they then 
and there mutually "swore off" eating 
forbidden fruit and thus originated the 
custom. 

The.dawn of New Years day approach
es joyously. Its accompanying oustom 
stalks on with open arms inviting all to 
embrace it. There are some in James
town who will "swear off;" there are 
others who ought to. The Alert feels 
like venturing a word on this subject. 
Good old Dr. Johnson has Baid that those 
who listen with credulity to the whispers 
of fancy or pursue with eagerness the 
phantom of hope; who expect that age 
will perform the promises of youth or 
that deficiencies (financial or otherwise) 
of the present day will be supplied by 
the luck of the morrow, such people the 
good doctor says are full of vapors or 
words to that effect and for the benefit 
of such he indited a book. Visions of 
wealth and happiness are oft times the 
spectres of coming poverty and despair. 
The "hunch" that you win may put gold 
in your pocket one hour but is as often 
the messenger of bankruptcy the next. 
The fickle goddess is after all 
an impartial dame. The radience 
of her smile which illumines the 
countenance of one today is 
tomorrow transferred to another. In 
the end her smiles and her frowns ar« 
pretty evenly divided. What profit it a 
m^n therefore, this blind devotion to and 
trust in chance? Why wager the month's 
salary on the turn of a dice or the spots 
on a card? New Year's day will soon be 
here and the custom that comes with it, 
demands that the boys swear off. 

' "Custom calls me to't; 
What custom wills, in all things should we do't." 

Therefore, henceforth avaunt the 
schooner and the snit; pensh "seven and 
eleven;" down with the expensive"craps," 
ex-patriate "Big Richard," "Little Jos
eph," "Edward Watson," "Lengthy Liz
zie" and the rest of the dissapointing 
tribe; unheeded let the fascinations of 
the jack pot be; have done with the mar 
velous draw and no longer shall the de
lusive "bob tail" lead your chips into the 
center, never to return. 

Swear off! 
Then no longer shall your trousers bag 

at the knee from l'oog sittings at the 
poker table. Nor redness of eyes follow 
short sleep. Nor the rusty hinges of the 
old back door creak as you walk majes
tically across your own threshold while 
the clock in the tower strikes four. 

Mirage at Night. 

Carnngton News: On Saturday be
tween nine and eleven, the singular 
spectacle was witnessed of a mirage at 
night. The day had been very warm, 
the thermometer reaching sixty in the 
shade, and the condition of the atmos
phere was certainly unusual for the 22nd 
day of December. The sky was more or 
less clouded particular on the horizon. 
Patches of prairie-fire were visible at all 
points of the compass. To the north, 
south, and west, there was nothing in 
their appearance to attract attention. 
But twQ masses of fire to the northeast 
of.C^rdifgton were unlike those in <iny 
other Erection. These fires were with 
wonderful distinctness heightened right 
into the very clouds, just as in the bril
liance of the sunlight the obscure shack 
is made to assume the dimensions of a 
lofty tower. Then, again, the connecting 
link between the real fire and its double 
disappeared, and there was a perfect re
flection of the fire in the clouds, individ
ual tongues of flame being pictured in 
the supsrheated strata, like the familiar 
fata morgana. At another time, the re
flected fire seemed to waver in the air 
like the restless shimmer of the most 
brilliant aurora. The spectacle lasted 
until the fires died out, and altogether 
it was most singular and beautiful. 

The Oakes sheriff had a lively chase 
on Saturday last after a wheat thief and 
finally ran him into a wire fence at the 
Farrell Bros, near Verona. But the thief 
left the team and escaped and at present 
his abiding place is not known. 

Advice to Mothers. 

Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup, for 
children teething, is the prescription of 
one of the best female nurses and physi
cians in the United States, and has been 
used forty years with never-failing suc
cess by millions of mothers for their 
children. During the process of teeth
ing its value is incalculable. It relieves 
the child from pain, cures dysentery and 
diarrhoea, griping in the bowels, and 
wind-colic. By giving health to the 
child it rests tiie mother. Price 25c. a 
bottle. 
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Children Cry for Pitchers Castoria. 

When Baby was sick, ve gave her Castoria. 
When she was a Child, she cried for Castoria, 
When she became Miss, she clans to Castoria, 
When she had Children, she garethem Castoria. 

This is theTop of the GENUINE 
Pearl Top Lamp Chimney. 
All others, similar are imitation. 

/This exact Label 
is on each Pearl 
Top Chimney. 

IA dealer may say 
and think he has 
others as good, 

BUT HE HAS NOT. 
Insist upon the Exact Label and Top. 

Hi to Imwnwic. MAOEMIYBY 
610. A. MACBETH k CO., Pittsburg*, Pa. 

MINNEAPOLIS & LOUIS 
Eail-way. 

AMD THS FAXOU8 

'Albert Lea Route-' 

Two Through Trains Daily 
From St. Paul and Minneapolis 

To Cliioago, 
Without change, connecting with the last trains 

of all lines for the 

East and Southeast.1 

The Direct and Only Line Banning Through 
Cars between 

Minneapolis & DesMoines, la., 
Via Albert Lea and and Fort Dbtfge. 

DIRECT LINE TO WATERTOWK/DAKOTA. 

2 SOLID THROUGH TT$&\TS 2 
BETWEEN ^ 

MINNEAPOLIS AND ST. LOUIS 

And the Principal cities of Mississippi Valley, 
connecting in Union Depots with all 

points south and southwest. 

MANY HOURS SAVED line running 
two trains daily to Leav- V A MQ A C T'l Y 
enworth and Atchison, JV/llM0/1.0 v/U l, 
making connections with the Union Pacific and 
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fo railways. 

with 
Maui . 
railways, from and to all points north and north
west. 
l> LiVfEMRPPl The trains of the?Minne-
KtlMllMDiiK! apolis & St. Louis railway 
are composed of Comfortable Coac{xes, Magnifi
cent Pullman Sleeping Cars, Horton Reclining 
Chair Cars, and our justly celebrated 

PALACE DINING OARS! 
ISO lbs of Baggage Checked FREE. Fare al

ways as low as the lowest. For Time Tables, 
Through Tickets, etc., call upon the nearest 
Tickest Agent, or write to 

E. A. WHITAKER. 
Gen'l Ticket and Pass. Agent, 

Minnapolis, Minn. 

OBIN W. FBAN0T3 H. C. BOUTHABS. 

FRANCIS & SOUTHARD. 
* 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW. 
FARGO, DAK. 

given to Land Office Attention 
matters. 

Booms 1, 2 and 
Building. 

3, Bed Elver Bank 

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 
Is the oldest and most popular scientific and 
mechanical paper published and has the largest 
circulation of any paper of its class in the world. 
Fully illustrated. Best class of Wood EnirraY. 
inga. Pubhsned weekly. Send for specimea 
copy. Price 13 a year. Four months' trial, $L_ 
MuttN A CO., PUBLISHKBS, 861 Broadway, N.T. 

ARCHITECTS & 
#f Edition of Scientifl Scientiflo American. 

A great success. Each Issue contains colored 
lithographic plates of country and city residen
ces or public buildings. Numerous engravings 

ull l' " " " '• and full plans and specifications for the use of 
aucbascontei ~ — 
25 cts. a copy. 
sucb as contemplate building. Price $2^0 a year, 
" MUNN & CO., PUBLISHERS. 

may be s ecu n 
ed by apply
ing to MDNW 

J 4c Co., who 
hare had over 

40 years' experience end have made over 
i 100,000 applications for American and For-
> eign patents. Send for Handbook. Corn*, 

pondence strictly confidential. 
TRADE MARKS. 

tn case your mark is not registered In the Pat
ent Office, apply to Mtmtr 4 Co- and procure 
immediate protection. Bend for Handbook. 

COPYRIGHTS for books, charts, map*, 
•tc., quickly procured. Address 

ntJNN ft CO.. Patent SslieiltN, 
anmux. Orncx: am BHOADWAT, N. T 
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Louisiana State Lottery Company 
Incorporated by the Legislature In 1868, for M-

ucationaland charitable purposes, and its fra» 
cWse made a part of the present state Constlt*. 
Won, in 1870, by an overwhelming popular vote. 
Ita Grand Mammoth Drawings 

place Semi-Annually,(June and Decern' 
and its Grand Single Number Drawing 
take place on each of the other ten monl 
In the year,and are all drawn in public^ 
the Academy of Music, New Orleans, Ls, 

FAMED FOR-TWENVY YEARS, 
FOB INTEGRITY OF ITS 'DRAWINGS, 

AND PROMPT PAYMENT OF 
PRIZES. 

Attested as follows: 

Seml-An-
"We do hereby certify that we supervise the j. " * " g, 

ate 
con 

drawings themselves, and that the same are con-

arrangements for all the Monthly am 
nual Drawings of The Louisiana State tottery 
company, anain person manage and control the 
^ « u, and thsCf. MIA sama Artn. 
ducted with honesty, fairness and in good faith 
toward all parties, and we. authorize tne Compa 
ny to use this certificate, with fac similies of our 
jgnatures attached, in its advertisements." 

Commissioners. 

We the undersigned Banks and Bankers wip 
pay all prizes drawn in The Louisiana State Lot 
teries which may be presented at our counters. 
R. M. WALMSLEY, Pres. La. Nat'I Bk.l 
PIERRE LANAVX, Pres. State Nat'I Bk. 
A. BALDWIN, Pres. New Orleans Nat'I Bk 
CARL KOHN, Pres. Union National Bank. 

Grand Monthly Drawing, 
At the Academy of Music, New Orleans, Tms 

day, January is, 1888, 

Capital Prize. $300,000. 
100,000 Tickets at Twenty Dol

lars each. Halves $10; Quarters 96 
Tenths 82; Twentieths $1. 

LIST OF FRIZES. 
1 Prize ef $800,000 is 
1 Prize ol 100.000 is 100,1 

50,1 
50,1 
ao.i 

1 Prize of 60,000 is. 
1 Prize of S5,000 is 
2 Prizes of 10,000 are 

i 5 Prizes of 5,000 are 8S 
25 Frizes ef 1,000 are 38,000 

100 Frizes of 500 are tO.OtS 
200 Frizes of 300 are 60,009 
G00 Frizes of 800 are 100,000 

APPBIOXIKATIOW PWZB8. 
100 Frizes of 9500 are (0,000 
100 Frizes of $300 are 90,000 
100 Frizes of S300 are 30,000 

TKKHIJTAL PBIZM. 
099 Frizes of flOO are (9,900 
999 Prizes of 100 are 09,900 

3,134 Prizes amounting to $1,054,80* 
NOTE.—Tickets drawing capital prizes are not 

entitled to terminal prizes. 
Ely FOB CLUB KATES, or any further infor

mation desired, write legibly to tne undersigned, 
clearly stating your residence, with State, Coun-

Sf, Street ana Number. More rapid return mail 
eliverv will be assured by your enclosing an 

Envelope bearing your fuU address; JK 

clearly stating your resi 
' ~ * (TNi 

i 
Jnvelofie bearing your full ladd 

Send POSTAL NOTES. Express Money 
Orders, or New York Exchange in ordinary letter. 
Currency by express (at our expense) addressed 
to M. A. DAUPHIN, 

New Orleans, La. 
Or M. A. DAUPHIN, 

Washington, D. C. 

Address Registered Letters te 
NEW ORLEANS NATIONAL BANK, 

New Orleans, la, 

REMEMBER, that the payment tt 
Prizes is GUARANTEED BY FOUR NAT
IONAL BANKS of New Orleans, and U» 
Tickets are signed by the President of an Insti
tution, whose chartered rights are recognized in 
the highest Courts; therefore, beware of an? 
imitations or anonymous schemes. 

ONE DOLLAR is the price of the smalleak 
part or fraction of a ticket ISSUED BY US in 
any drawing. Anything in our name offered for 
less than a dollar is a swindle. 

Gull River Lumber Co. 
MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN 

Lumber, Shingles, Sash, Doors, &c 
IViilis at Gull River, Minnesota. 

Office and Yard--North Side, near N. P. 
Elevator Co 

""""•"TfTSJHAlSiiT, ca&u 
Vice Pree. and Tress. 

(ilLBKKT A. P1KKCJJ, 
President. Serretaiy 

North Dakota Loan & Trust Co., 
JAMESTOWN", DAKOTA. 

Buys County Warrants and Bonds and School Bondf. Monev always on hand tc 
loan on Farm Lands. No red tape, no delays. School and county officers and bor-
vws are invjt.«rt tr> enrrftprv^nrt. 

J. M. TEEN AH Y, 
-DEALER IN-

Coal and Wood, 
FLOUR AND FEED. 

. . . .  D A K O T A .  JAMESTOWN, 
Telephone Connection. 

J. R. WINSLOW, 
-DEALER Uf-

Lath, Sash, Doors, Mouldings, 
Building Paper, Etc., Etc. 

Office and Yards, Main St, 0d. Northern Dakota Elevator. 

VALUABLE PREMI11MS 

Books everybody should should hare. Rare inducement* 
offered to subscribers of THE WEEKLY ALERT. Read th* 
list, make a selection, and take advantage of the offer without, 
delay. The best newspaper premium yet given to readers 
THE ALERT. Notice the size of the volumes. Each book ir 
a library of useful information in itself. 

Useful Books for Subscribers. 

.1: 
•vi* ^ 'fill!! U';<'of"xk7

l 
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A Dictionary of American Politics.— 
Comprising accounts of Political Parties, Measures and 
Men; Explanations of the Constitution; Divisions and 
Political Workings of the Government, together with Po
litical Phrases, Familiar Names of Persons and Places, 
Noteworthy Sayings, etc., etc. By EVERIT BROWN and 
ALBERT STRAUSS. 565 pages. Cloth binding. 

SENATOR JOHN SHERMAN says: "I hare to acknowledge the re-
ceiptofacopy of your 'Dictionary of American Politics/ I hare 
looked over it, and find it a very excellent book of reference, which 
every American family ought to have. The introduction of the im
portant documents of our history, like the Constitution and the Dec
laration of Independence, will give it great value. It contains in con-
venient form the elements of American history arranged in alphabeti
cal order." " • . 

The National Standard Encyclopedia.— 
A Dictionary of Literature, the Arts and the Sciences, for 
popular use; containing over 20,000, articles pertaining 
to questions of Agriculture, Anatomy, Astronomy, Architecture, Biography, Botany, 
Chemistry, Engineering. Geography, Geology, History, Horticulture, Literature, 
Mechanics, Medicine, Physiology, Natural History, Mythology, and the various Arts 
and Sciences. A book of reference for the various departments of human knowl
edge. Complete in one volume of 700 pages, with over 1 ,ooo illustrations. Cloth 
binding. 

A Cyclopedia of Natural History.—Comprising descriptions of 
Animal Life: Mammals, Birds, Reptiles, Batrachians and Fishes; their Structure, 
Habits and Distribution. For popular use. By CHARLES C. ABBOTT, M. D. 62* 
pages. 500 illustrations. Cloth binding. 

" This work presents the subject of Natural History ina manner suited to interest and instruct tne 
general mass of readers. It combines accuracy of information and systematic arrangement with brev
ity aod simplicity of treatment, giving a clear idea of what each creature is where Nature placed it. — 
Nrw York Timet. ______________ 

The National Standard History of the United States.—A 
complete and concise account of the growth and development of the Nation from its 
discovery to the present time. By EVBUT BROWN. 600 pages. Illustrated. Cloth 
binding. 

In this most interesting book our country's history is told from the discovery of America down te 
the election of Grover Cleveland as President of the United States. In the 6? chapters is clearly re
lated the early history of our country, an authentic account of the Civil War, the Record of its Battles 
and the Gallant Officers of the Army and Navy, the Emancipation of 4,000,000 Slaves, Reconstruction 
and Peace. ** 

Law Without Lawyers.—A Compendium of Business and Do
mestic Law, for popular use. By HENRY B. CORBY, LL.B., member of the New 
York Bar. Cloth binding. , 

This work contains condensed and concise explanations of the general laws, and the laws of the 
several States, relating to the rights of property, agents, common carriers, contracts, debts, master and 
servant, partnerships, parent and child, bankruptcy, wills, insurance, corporations, shipping, mort
gages, landlord and tenant, patents, copyrights, trade marks, marriage, divorce and many other sub
ject! of interest to business men, farmers, etc., together with many legal forms. 

The National Standard Dictionary.—A pronouncing lexicon 
of the English Language, containing; 40,000 words, and illustrated with 700 wood
cuts, to which is added an appendix of useful and valuable information. 600 pages. 
Cloth binding. ______________ 

Dr. Danelson's Counselor, with Recipes.—A trusty guide 
for the family. An illustrated book of 730 pages, treating Physiology, Hygiene, Mar
riage, Medical Practice, etc. By J. E. DANELSON, M. D. Illustrated. Cloth bind
ing. *-

This work describes all known diseases and ailments, and gives plain prescriptions for their cure, 
with proper directions for home treatment. It describes the best Washes, Liniments, Salves, Plasters, 
Infusions', Pills, Injections, Sprays, Syrups, Tonics, etc. These are valuable to the physician and 
nurse, making it a manual for reference. 

I 

Boys* Useful Pastimes.—Pleasant and profitable amusement 
for spare hours, in the use of tools. By PROP. ROBERT GRIFFITH, A. M. 300 illus
trations. Cloth binding. 

This volume comprises chapters on the use and care of tools, and detailed instruction by means ot 
which boys can make, with their own hands, a large number of useful articles. 

What Every One Should Know*—A CyclfWd'a of Practical 
Information, containing complete'directions for mating am! doing"oVer"^ 
necessary in Business, the Trades, the Shop, the Home, the Farm and the Kitchen, 
giving in plain language Recipes, Prescriptions, Medicines, Manufacturing Processes, 
Trade Secrets, Chemical Preparations, Mechanical Appliances, Aid to Injured, Busi
ness Information, Law, Home Decorations, Art Work, Fancy Work, Agriculture, 
Fruit Culture, Stock Raising, and hundreds of other useful hints and helps needed in 
our daily wants. BYS. H.BURT. JIA pages. Cloth binding. - V 

Any one of the above valuable standard works will be 
sent to each new subscriber of THE WEEKLY ALERT who* 
pays $2 in adyance, one year's subscription price, and 25 
cents; and to all old subscribers paying their accounts to date 
in full, and one year in advance, and 50 cents. This is mu  ̂
less than cost of paper, binding, postage, etc. v, ~ 
timeDto catch on. -

Now is th# 

JAMESTOWN 
llerMi 

RUSSELL, MILLER MILLING COMPANY, Proprietors ' 

Manufacturers of FLOUR AND FEED. 
THE CELEBRATED BRANDS: , 

Belle of Jamestown, "A" Patent. Golden F/ 

B. P. WILLS, Pres. ALFBKD DIOKIY, Vice Pres. GKO. 1J. W BEeiBB.Osshls I 

Jame River National Bank. 
JAMESTOWN, DAKOTA. 

Paid Up Capital $50,000. 

SURPLUS, $8,000.' i 

General Banking and Exchange Business Don| 

GRAND CENTRAL HOTE: 

House now ready for reception of Guests. 
NB8T GLASS TABLB. 

Best Location in the City 
BOARD BT DAT OB 

for Transient Guesl 
DRISCOLL & BARRETT, Proprietors.^ 

INSURANC FINAL PROOFS. 

REAL ESTAT 
Foreign KxebiBK, and Tickets M and from all points la Europe for sal* 

Taxes paid (or noa-rasidents. " " * 

Established 1879. * 

"91 ' 

M 

'vi.. " ir 

itbmca furnished when required. 

A. A. ALLEN Attorney at La(f 
ftiV. 
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