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MM IN THE SOUP. 
Grafton Ahead for the North Da

kota convention—-.Black Eye 
for Carrington. 

Jamestown Asylum Discussed-
Message From Governor 

Church. 

The Council Takes a Whack at 
Railroad Legislation—O ther 

Bills Introduced. 

BISMAKGK. Jan. 23—Special—The con 
test over the proposed constitutional 
convention for North Dakota resulted in 
an interesting debate and parliamentary 
skirmish in the house today. The con 
test as far as the house is concerned 
seems to have narrowed down to a pitch
ed battle between the friends of Fargo 
and Grafton, with the latter holding the 
vantage ground. Yesterday the Fargo 
people were smiling. They had sent up 
a delegation of lobbyists who had sue 
ceeded in influencing the committee on 
territorial affairs, to which the bill had 
beeu referred, to recommend its passage 
locating the convention at Fargo. The 
South Dakota members,however,said the 
convention was wholly a North Dakota 
affair and that the representatives from 
that portion of the territory should set
tle all controverted points. Accordingly 
when it developed that there would be a 
fight over the location, the bill was re
ferred to a special committee consisting 
of all the members from North Dakota. 
This afternoon the house took a recefs 
for half an hour and this committee met. 
Mallory of Dickey was appointed 
chairman, and after a long and interest
ing discussion, the committee amended 
the bill by striking out "Fargo" and 
"Cass county" wherever the words occur 
in the bill and substituting "Grafton" 
and "Walsh county" and recommended 
the passage of the bill as amended. 
Chairman Mallory presented his report 
later and after considerable further dis
cussion the consideration of this matter 
was made a special order for Sat
urday at 3 p. m.—the same hour as that 
fixed for the consideration of the gover
nor's message. The sudden turn in the 
tide which at this time seems likely to 
locate the convention at Grafton, is due 
in a great measure to the efforts of Rep
resentative McHugh, the legislative rust
ler from Cavalier county. A gentleman 
who has closely watched the fight and is 
interested in it as well, said this morning 
that* Fargo'fe defeat, if such ft proves to 
be, is due to the reactionary influence of 
the Fargo lobbyists whose silk tiles ex
cited the immediate animosity of the 
farmers and left the opening, which Mc
Hugh improved, for marshalling them in 
line against the Red river metropolis. A 
number of towns are quietly watching 
the progress of the fight ready to play 
the dark horse act. Jamestown is one 
of them. 

The Jamestown asylum matter came 
up again—the regular thing now. Chair
man Mallory of the house committee on 
charitable institutions, presented the re
port of his committee and asked to be 
relieved of the investigation which is im
posed upon them by the Morris resolu
tion and requested that the matter be re
ferred to the joint committee of two 
members of the council and three of t§e 
house which the Parkin resolution call
ing for an investigation provide; for. 
This resolution was rushed through the 
house today with two unimportant 
amendments. One provides that the 
sessions of the committee shall be held 
at Bismarck and Jamestown, or the oth
er that the committee shall report with
in 15 days after their appointment. The 
time originally fixed was 30 days but the 
members wished to hear the report be
fore passing on an appropriation bill for 
the institution, hence the amendment. 
The institution comes in for some more 
free advertising as a result of a petition 
presented by Aikens, from a number of 
Mandan people who declare it to be their 
belief that the affairs and conduct of the 
institution are such that an investigation 
is imperatively demanded and for such 
the petitioners say they "will ever pray." 
It is said that Dr. Drake has been "stay
ing" over the river for some time, and 
that he is behind the petition. 

The governor sent the following com
munication to the house in regard to the 
territory's finances: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, I 
January 22, 1889. ) 

To THE LEGISLATURE: I respectfully 
call your attention to the condition of 
the territorial treasury and herewith sub
mit a communication from the treasurer. 
The governor, auditor, treasurer and at
torney general, or a majority of them, 
comprise the territorial board of equali
zation, and are required to convene on 
the second Monday m August of each 
year for the purpose of adjusting the 
erritorial tax levy. The board m Au
gust, 1886, fixed the rate of territorial tax 
at two and four-tenths mills on an as 
sessed valuation of $132,000,(XX). The 
revenue to be derived therefrom was for 
the expense of government for 1S87. This 
rate was the lowest ever levied, and in
cluding the amount or share of territorial 
tax received from railroads, produced a 
revenue for 1887 of $363,645^1, whicn 
amount was §81,411.95 less than the run
ning expenses of the government for the 
year previous pa the making such levy, 
which expense® amounted to $445,057.43 
to November 30,1885. The tax levy for 
territorial purposes is limited to three 
mills on the dollar, and the board of 

equalization in 1336 liad a margin of 
six-tenths mills, and the tax rate could 
and should have been at least suf
ficient to raise an amount of revenue 
equal to the cost of government for 
the previous year, and especially in 
view of the fact that large deficiencies 
were accruing and did accrue to the ex
tent of $53,805.16, which the legislature 
(then within five months of its session) 
partly provided for. The accruing of this 
deficiency must have been known to the 
board of equalization, and should have 
been provided for in such levy; and also 
provision should have been made for the 
increased expenditure incidental to the 
approaching session of the legislature, 
and reasonable provision should have 
been made for appropriations. 

The deficiency for militia purposes up 
to and previous to March 5, 1887, was 
$14,432.16 in excess of the amount ap
propriated by law and which has never 
been legalized. The amount reported in 
the treasury (general fund) November 30 
1886, was $227,169.87. Between Novem
ber 30,1886, and January 1, 1887, there 
was paid $19,931.80 of warrants, reducing 
said surplus to $207,238 07. The expense 
of the legislative session of 1887 was $23,-
512.20. This with the deficiences of $53,-
805.16 left an available balance of $129.-
920.71 after all obligations were provided 
for and discharged. 

The inadequate law of 1836, together 
with the expenditures authorized by the 
legislature of 18S7, produced a deficiency 
in the territorial revenue as shown by 
the following table: 

; i V 

Appropriations for the two years 
ending Mureli 12,1833. S 1,414,037 45 

151,314 59 
94,1*94 21 

Authorized expenditures on ac
count of standing appropriation# 

Interest on bonded indebtedness.. 

Total authorized expenditures for 
two years $ 1,059,846 28 

KKCEITTS FOB 1887, 
Cash on hand March 12, 1887 S 191,452 01 
Railroad tax 42,795 5S 
From counties 278,853 41 
All other sources 18.593 72 
Net proceeds from bonds 532,584 80 

RECEIPTS FOB 1888. 
Railroad tax $ 38,888 77 
Telegraph tax 1.259 89 
From counties 411,36103 
All other sources 26,184 26 

Total receipts for th* period, in-
eluding cash on hand $ 1,586,851 7< 
The above circumstances have neces

sitated the using of such surplus as may 
have bees on hand, ana consequently the 
cost of the government iB in excess of its 
revenue. At the last session of the legis
lature, through the action of the govern
or, appropriations amounting to $400,000 
were prevented. The present executive 
assumed the duties of Ms office February 
17,1887—three weeks before the legisla
ture adjourned, and the present territori
al officers assumed the duties of their re
spective offices after March 11, 1887. 
There is no reason, however, for any ap
prehension regarding the territorial 
finances. A very reasonably increase of 
the tax rate will be sufficient for a 
healthy surplus. I would suggest to 
your honorable body the propriety of ap
pointing a joint committee of the coun
cil and house to confer with the treasurer 
and the executive for the purpose of tak
ing into consideration and providing for 
proper legislation. Bespctfully. 

Louis K. CHTJKCH, 
Governor. 

Burnham presented a petition frorp 
454 residents of Cass county, asking for a 
statutory prohibitory liquor law. 

Wellman's bill changing the place of 
holding court in the Carrington sub
division from Carrington to New Bock-
ford had its third reading and passed 
the house today. The Carrington people 
will probably raise a roar over this bill. 
Tudge McHugh is here and says it should 
not pass. 

A number of bills passed the house to
day, among them the following: House 
bill No. 51, a bill for an act to amend sec
tion 9, article 13, chapter 73 of the ses
sion laws of 1887; No. 71, a bill to limit 
the number of terms of office of sheriffs 
and county treasurers to two; No. 79, 
providing for the subdivision of the 7th 
judicial district, etc., etc. 

THE COUNCIL. 

The Adams seed wheat bill was taken 
up. Dollard and Hughes improved the 
opportunity to air their eloquence and 
consumed most of the session enumer
ating reasons why the bill should not 
pass and expatiating thereupon. The 
bill was loaded down with amendments, 
and it is said that when it gets back to 
the house the parent will hardly know 
his offspring. 

Governor Church sent in the first ap
pointments of the session today. He 
names Auditor Ward and Commissioner 
of Immigration McChire as their own 
successors. The council did nothing with 
the appointments but seem to exhibit a 
disposition to hang thorn up. The ap
pointments were probably sent in to test 
the metal of the councilmen. 

Mr. Qlaspell's bill to repeal the gross 
earnings law and provide for the assess
ment of railroad property the same as 
other property,was reported favorably by 
the revenue committee today. Tomor
row it will come up for final passage and 
an interesting debate is anticipated. Mr. 
Hughes and Mr. Glaspell, leader 
of their respective sides in the 
council, are expected to break a 
lance or two. 

NEW BILLS. 

In the council. Hughe3 gets in two 
bills—one to provide funds for payment 
for lighting the capitol building, and an
other to amend the laws governing chat-
tie mortgage foreclosures—and Cooper 
wants the laws for the suppression of 
contagious diseases among domestic ani
mals suppressed. 

In the house Burnham gets in two 
amen Ja^>ry jjcts of no special importance; 
Hunter, to make provisions for the 
traveling expenses of the joint committee 
to investigate the Yankton asylum; Pat-
ton wants to appropriate $40,700 for 
maintenance and $15,000 for a new dor
mitory for the normal school at Spear-
fish; Bennett has an amendment to coun
ty insurance laws; Gronna wants Church 
county attached to McHenry for judicial 
purposes and Fletcher introduced a joint 
resolution providing for a joint commit
tee of three from tbe house and two from 
the council to investigate all the public 
institutions. Hunter wants to again 

amend the code of civil procedure 
Bixler to provide a method for foreiga 
administrators, assigns, eta, to satisfy 
judgments and mortgages; Aikens to re
peal the railroad taxation methods adop
ted in 1883; Ryan to amend the political 
code in regard to tax lists and Aikens 
to prohibit attorneys from collecting fees 
in mortgage foreclosures where they 
themselves are interested. 

Speaker Keith, as a presiding officer, 
favorably impresses eyeryone at a glan.se 
by the ease and dignity with which he 
presides over the deliberations of the 
house. He has a graceful manner, a 
clear decisive voice, and his rulings are 
subject to less criticism for inacuracies 
or hasty conclusions than perhaps those 
of any other presiding officer the house 
has yet had. He is showing a fair-mind
edness toward his fellow statesmen that 
is winning for him golden opinions. As 
a presiding officer there could have been 
no selection made from the present mem
bership of the house, which would have 
given such general satisfaction. 

BISMAKOK, Jan. 24—Special—The un
usually large number of Jamestown peo
ple in Bismarck tcday looks suspiciously 
like a lobby to some gentlemen who in
quire "What does Jamestown want, 
now ?" The Jim river metropolis was 
well represented here yesterday, but the 
morning train brought in another dele
gation, whose presence is largely due to 
curiosity. They just "happened" in to
gether, they say. This morning's arri
vals were Judge Nickeus, F. B. Fancher, 
I. C. Wade, Judge Warnock, H. B.Wood. 
M. E. Iiodgers, Johnny Fosdyke, and 
possibly more. 

The work of law making in the house 
today was dull and uninteresting, and 
strange as it may seem, the James town 
asylum was not once mentioned. Capt. 
Van Etten presented a petition signed by 
over 4000 women of the territory asking 
the legislature to enact a law giving the 
elective franchise to women the same as 
to men. Aikens presented a resolution 
calling on the auditor to communicate to 
the house a statement showing the num
ber and amounts of the claims on file 
against the territory which have not been 
paid. The resolution was adopted. 

The following house bills were passed: 
No. 79, fixing the liability of railroads in 
cases of damages to persons and prop
erty; No. 95, White's bill providing for 
the taxation of telegraph companies and 
fixing the rates at 90 cents per mile for 
the first wire, 60 cents for the second and 
40 cents each mile of additional wireB. 
House bill No. 90, amending the game 
laws and fixing the time at which certain 
game can be killed at Aug. 15th instead 
of Sept. 1st, as at present, was passed 
after considerable^discussion. Fred Ad
ams. who is fast developing into the hu
morist of the houso, wanted it referred to 
the committee on Indicn affairs for 
amendment, but the - house would not 
have it that way. When the roll was 
called on this bill, Van Etten asked the 
privilege of explaining bisjjpte. He said 
he didn't know anything aboiit' the bill, 
but noticed that it contained a prohibi
tory clause of some nature or other, and 
lie therefore voted aye. H >use bill No. 
98, in relation to the boundaries of Butte 
county, was also passed. 

MORE NEW BILLS. 

In the house the following bills were 
introduced: By Bennett, to regulate the 
salary of county commissioners; by Pot
ter, to establish boards of equalization in 
incorporated towns and cities; by Fletch
er, to provide for the publication of 25,-
000 copies of the laws of the present leg
islature—the work to be let to the lowest 
bidder; by Gronna, to amend the assess
ment laws and provide for the listing of 
merchandise April 1st instead of March 
1st; by Trade, to protect certain game 
in the spring; by Mallory, to prevent 
hunters from trespassing on agricultural 
lands; by White creating a board of re
gents, to consist of five members, for all 
the territorial educational institutions, 
and limiting the powers of the present 
board of trustees to that of executive 
committees. Jones of Charles Mix, got 
in a usury law which is Conklin's usury 
bill. In fact the Jones bill was cut out 
of Conklin's Dakotian, and consists of 
nearly a whole page of that Journal with 
a picture of Conklin up in the right 
hand corner. The photo was scratched 
but will pass with the bill. 

The Patton joint resolution which calls 
for an investigation of the amount of 
money paid for clerk hire in the gover
nor's office during the past two years has 
created quite a sensation. It passed the 
house yesterday and has been transmit
ted to the council. A strong effort was 
made last night to obtain the consent of 
a majority of the members to the recall
ing of the resolution, and today in the 
house Wellcome asked unanimous con
sent to introduce a motion to that effect, 
but met with an objection which settled 
the matter for the day. Patton, the in
troducer of the resolution, said today 
that he knows that everything is all right 
in the governor's office, but that there 
had been a crreat deal of talk about it, 
and he only wanted to give the governor 
a chance to silence it by showing its utter* 
lack of foundation in fact. 

IN THE COUNCIL. 
Senator Glaspell's bill to repeal the 

gross earnings law came np for its final 
passage today, and as predicted yester
day, resulted in an interesting passage at 
arms between Mr. Hughes and himself, 
in which the Burleigh-county council
man got a deal the worst of it- The bill 
was passed by a unanimous vote. Geo. 
Walsh immediately introduced another' 
gross earnings bill, the principal provi
sion of which was, that if it became a law 
the railroad companies had to agree to 
pay the tax provided therein. 

House bill No. 1, the Adams bill au
thorizing counties to bond themselves 
for the purpose of furnishing seed wheat 
to destitute farmers passed the council 
and now only lacks the signature Of the 
governor to become $ law. 

House bill No. 15 also went through 
and will become a law when the signature 
of L. K. Church is attached. This is the 
Clark bill for the extention of the time 
when the five per cent penalty attaches 
to delinquent taxes from February 1st, to 
June 1st. The provisions of the bill have 
been referred to at length in a former 
letter and readers of The Alert are prob
ably familiar witti them. 

Among the most important of the bills 
introduced today were two by-Ericson— 
one amending the method of criminal 
procedure in justice courts and the other 
providing for the establishment of the 
office of district attorney for each judicial 
district and the abolition of the present 
office of county district attorney. Patton 
introduced a ponderous prohibitory liquor 
law whioh contains thirty-five sections 
and covers forty-eight pages of legal cap. 
Washabaugh has bills making appropri
ations for maintenance and construction 
of the Spearfish normal school which are 
the same as those introduced in the 
house yesterday by Patton. He also 
introduced in the council the bill intro
duced by Price in the house, to provide 
for the location of a soldiers home at Hot 
Springs. Halley of Rapid City wants 
$10,000 for another Black Hills institu-
Lion—the school of mines. 

There is a project on foot to call a 
legislative caucus in the morning for the 
purpose of discussing and deciding upon 
the advisability of passing a memorial to 
the United States senate asking fc r the 
adoption of the Sprirger bill. What the 
result of the caucus will be is of course 
a matter of speculation, but it is said 
that the members are greatly influenced 
by the stand taken by certain republican 
papers in the territory which advocate 
such a course and may decide to do so. 

General Harrison Allen is among the 
visiting notables and his unruffled voice 
and confident presence show that he is 
not vexing his spirit over the perplexities 
of political futurity. 

Fargo will feel as if the knife had 
entered her soul sure enough if Grafton 
gets the constitutional convention which 
means a thirty day stay at the hotels and 
a magnetic attraction in addition for 
hangers on, and suggestors, all of whom 
have money to let loose in one former an
other. Grafton is little but plucky and 
the farmer legislators are not particularly 
fond of giving any favors to gold plated 
petitioners, or to a town because of its 
size and metropolitan atmosphere. 
Grafton people say their best private 
houses will be thrown open to the 80 
odd members of the convention and 
genuine hospitality preferred. 

There is unhappiness ahead for the 
people of Foster county who have just fin
ished a comfortable and substantial court 
house and had one short term held therein. 
The lower house coldly passed the bill 
changing the place of holding the court for 
Che sub-division of Eddy, Foster and 
Wells counties from Carrington to 
New Rockford. The council it is said 
is also disposed to look upon the protests 
of Foster folks with a cold and unsympa
thetic glance. It will prove if the change 
is effected, a swift bit of legislative disci
pline. Eddy county hopes that under 
some law yet to be passed it cau get the 
right to bond for a fine court house for 
the court's accommodation and be all 
ready to receive the judge and lawyers 
in their more frequent visits to the sub
division in the future. 

This matter of special legislation runs 
up against nearly every thing. A bill 
introduced to change the name of Amund 
Amundson a Norwegian dissatisfied with 
his present title, was reported back with 
the recommendation that it do not pa6S, 

on account of congressional prohibition 
on.special legislation. Amund will have 
to be classed in the "no name series" or 
keep the name he has. 

When the official stenographer was an
nounced, one of the legislators was heard 
to enquire "what were the duties of the 
stereopticon?" This is the member who 
puts nearly all of his "per diadem" down 
in his pant's pocket,there.to stay. 

It is said that another of the members 
from way back, presented his naturaliza
tion papers pinned on to his certificate 
of election, when he stood up to take the 
oath. He thought he was going to prove 
up. 

Several of the members are clubbing 
together and livinar in better style than 
others, having rented a suite of rooms 
and each agreeing to contribute to the 
furnishing of the same. One member 
of foreign extraction, brought up to the 
quarters a gumny sack and jug of alcohol, 
the former to ^sleep on, the latter to 
drink. This was the idea of comfort and 
legislative jollity that reached into and 
compromised with the rugged cravings 
of his soul. The member was from a 
prohibition county, and will vote for a 
general law. 

BISMARCK, Jan. 25—Special—This has 
been petition day in the house. The wo
man's rights and prohibition apostles lit
erally deluged the clerk's desk with pon
derous rolls of manuscript, covered with 
signatures. Eight representatives pre
sented petitions, which had been circu
lated by their worthy constituents, pray
ing this legislature to confer on women 
the elective franchise on tbe same condi 
tion as to men. Smith, VanEtten and 
Baldwin got in on petitions for a statuto
ry prohibitory liquor law. They were 
all duly read and will appear in the jour
nal as a prima facie evidence that the 
representatives are serving the dear peo
ple faithfully and well- which seems to 
be about the purpose and effect ef the 
presentation. 

House bill No. 55, Van Etten's womans 
suffrage bill,wasconsidered in committee 
of the whole, and furnished some choice 
entertainment for both the members and 
spectators. A humber of speeches were 
made and the ladies of the "equal rights" 
lobby who occupied choice seats and had 
smiled sweetly during the reading of the 

numerous petitions awaited anxiously for 
their knight errand from Hyde to lift his 
clarion voioe in support of the measure. 
The captain was coy, however, and had 
to be teased a little, but Tom Elliott 
brought him to his feet with a start when 
he asked for an explanation of the bill, 
which is innocent enough in its title, be
ing a bill for an act to amend certain 
sections of the political code. When 
VanEtten did take the floor he threw the 
throttle open and drove along at a rapid 
and a reckless speed. He did not talk 
long, but he said a good deal and made 
several reflections upon the intelligence 
of the opponents of the bill for which, 
by the way, he afterwards apologized 
some of the members having told him 
thai they felt personally insulted by his 
allusions. The captain did not see the 
"josh," and publicly told how sorry he 
was. Messrs. Jones, Bergman and a 
numbor of others pa ticipated in tbe dis
cussion, and when a mot on that the com
mittee report the bill back with the re
commendation that it do not pass was 
adopted, the faces of the lady lobbyists 
grew very long. The bill will come up 
again tomorrow, and a lively time is an
ticipated. 

The Adams seed wheat bill which pas
sed the council yesterday came back to 
the house today for concurrence in the 
council amendments. The bill still con
tains some slight defects and was referred 
to a sp eoial committee ' composed of 
Messrs. Adams, Gronna and Wellman for 
further amendment. Ic will be reported 
tomorrow. 

House bill No. 90, amending the game 
law which passed yesterday was recalled 
from the council today, the vote by which 
it was passed was reconsidered and the 
bill referred to a special committee con
sisting Of Messrs. Royer, Gronna, Jones, 
Wellcome and Baldwin to amend the 
present bill or dralt a substitute. The 
bill was not considered sufficiently com
prehensive. 

Council bill No. 27, Senator Glaspell's 
bill repealing the gross earnings law and 
providing that railroads shall be assessed 
and taxed the same as other property 
came up in the house and was passed 
under suspension of the rules. Frank 
Aikens engineered the bill through. It 
raised quite a breeze. Some of the rep
resentatives who did not bear any eviden
ces of hay seed on their person thought 
the measure was a little rough on the 
railroads and said so, but when it came 
to a vote they exhibited their dread of 
falling under the ban of the Farmer's al
liance and fellintoline and voted aye. The 
vote on the final passage of the bill was 
47 ayes and no nays. During the discus
sion of the measure there were frequent 
references to "boodle cars" railroad lob
byists and the like and Mr. Aikens in 
answer to an objection interposed that 
the passage of the bill today would be au 
act of haste such as the house has fre
quently deprecated, said that the town 
is fnll of railroad lobbyists and that he 
desired the speedy passage of the bill in 
or(ler that they might return home and 
be relieved from the heavy expense which 
they are under. 

Council bill No. 10, providing that each 
member shall be furnished with $10 
worth of postage stamps was passed by a 
vote of 26 to 20. 

The house joint resolution providing 
for the compensation of subordinate 
officers of the legislature was returned to 
the house today, the council having 
passed the same with an unimportant 
amendment in which the concurrence of 
the house was asked and immediately 
given. It is rumored that the governor 
will refuse to sign the bill, and the boys 
who are running short are beginning to 
threaten all sorts of dire retribution if he 
does. 

The house members introduced four 
new bills. Patton wants an appropria
tion for the territorial library of $5,000 
and a yearly appropriation of §600 to care 
for the same; Burnham wants the pres
ent game law; Wellman fathers a meas
ure to prohibit the recording of deeds 
without a certificate from the treasurer 
that the taxes have been paid; and How
ell has another usury bill, the principal 
provision of which is that the penalty for 
the taking of usury shall be the forfeit
ure of all interest. 

In the council the lawyers consumed a 
great deal of time discussing proposed 
amendments to the code of civil proced
ure, and little business out of the most 
common place routine was done. It was 
an off day for bills with the senators. 
Only two were introduced. Stimmel got 
in one to change the present pound law 
aud Campbell the other, which defines 
the class of newspapers competent to 
publish official notices. 

The consideration of the governor's 
message in regard to council bill No. 22, 
was made a special order for 3 o'clock 
tomorrow. 

The Minneapolis Journal has not let a 
scrap of the Jamestown asylum investi
gation get away, and through the efforts 
of its Bismarck correspondent,the details 
have received unusual prominence. |The 
correspondent has a little personal specu
lation to 'come before the legislature— 
payment for a legislative hand-book and 
guide. The boys threaten to defeat the 
passage of the bill paying for same if the 
scandal is not made less of. 

The hack drivers at Bismarck are 
talking of having Captain VanEtten 
fined for running a public conveyance to 
and from the capital without a license. 

BISMABCK, Jan. 26.—[Special] — The 
first business when the house met on 
Saturday wds the consideration of the 
amendments made by the council to the 
bill to allow counties t® issu<» bonds for 
the purchase of seed wheat to loan to 
farmers. The principal amendments pro
vide that the petition asking the commis
sioners to take action under the act must 

signed by at least one-third of the le
gal voters of the county, and also that 
the consent of the board must be unani
mous. The house concurred in these 
amendments, and the bill was finally 
passed. 

Mr. White came forward with an 
amendment to the rules requiring all 
bills to be referred to the committee of 

the whole after amerilTient, and also that 
all bills shall be engp&iged before their 
third reading, and are to be read at length 
when placed on their final passage. This 
would prevent any such manipulation as 
is alleged to have taken place in connec
tion with tbe appropriation for the 
Jamestown asylum in the last legisla
ture. 

Mr. Douglas introduced a bill whioh 
requires that no newspaper shall Remade 
the official paper of any county which 
has not heen published continuously for 
at least six months previously, and whioh 
has not a bona fide circulation of at least 
250 copies. Mr. Mallory introduced a 
bill on the same subjeot, whioh provides 
that two newspapers in the same town 
may both be declared the official papers. 

The spectators who had come up in ex
pectation of witnessing a lively fight over 
the consideration of the governor's mes
sage were not disappointed, as several 
members laid aside their dignity and 
gave full vent to their feelings on the 
matter. 

Mr. McHugh, who was afraid that 
his beloved bill fixing Grafton as the 
place for holding the North Dakota con
stitutional convention, at first moved to 
postpone the consideration of the nana, 
sage until Tuesday afternoon, but he was 
overruled and the bear fight began. Af
ter a lively wrangle over ironical motions 
to refer the clause of the message on 
military affairs to. Sitting Bull, and that 
relating to financial matters to the com
mittee on Indian affairs, the message was 
read bv topics, and they were referred to 
the appropriate committees. Mr. Powpll, 
who was chairman of the committee of 
the whole, was observed to giye a sigh of 
relief when the matter was disposed of 
without open war. 

The committee of the whole then pro 
seeded to the consideration of the bill 
providing for a constitutional convention 
as reported back from the special com
mittee of all the members from North 
Dakota. Mr. Mallory's effort to side
track the measure by a motion to defer 
action for thirty days was voted down 
and Mr. MoHugh moved to .amend by 
postponing the date of holding elections 
under the act until April 9, and changing 
the date of meeting until May.. This 
was opposed by Tom Elliott on the 
ground that the spring township elec
tions were held in March and it would 
save expense to elect these delegates at 
the same time. In reply Mr. McHugh 
said that many counties had not adopted 
the township system, and besides many 
members of the legislature wished to 
have a chance to take part in the elec
tions. The amendment was finally agreed 
to fixing the election for April 9, by a 
vote of 23 to 10. 

The real trial of strength came on tho 
next amendment by McHugh to strike 
out the words Fargo and Cass count/ 
when they appear in the bill and to sub
stitute Grafton and Walsh county there-
for. 

Mr. Parkin kicked against the pricks 
by moving to amend by the substitution 
of Bismarok and Burleigh connty in the 
place of Grafton, Jbut the combination 
was not to be broken and only two mem
bers voted for Bismarck and the amend
ment was adopted naming Grafton as the 
location for the convention. 

A large amount of time and talk was 
spent in discussing the apportionment to 
be adopted, Mr. McHugh introducing an 
amendment to increase the number of 
delegates from eighty-one to one hun
dred and forty-three, and fixing 
the apportionment at one for each 
organized county, including Pierce,. Bu-
ford and Billings, and one in addi tion 
for each 600 votes or major fraction 
thereof polled at the last election. This 
apportionment would give Stutsman 
county four votes, Foster, Wells, Eddy 
and Benson two each. Mr. Elliott op
posed the amendment on the ground of 
the increased expense of $4,800 which it 
would entail, to which Mr. Adams re
plied that there w ere people in other lo
calities in North Dakota beside* those 
along the raging Red. Mr. Newman and 
Mr. Burnham wanted the matter referred 
back to the special committee of all the 
North Dakota members, but the Grafton 
people would hear of no further delay, 
and the amendment was adopted. 

A provision was then incorporated 
that the acfcehould not take effect if con
gress passw an enabling act for North 
Dakota, and the bill was reported favor
ably and passed under a suspension of 
the rules, only fiye members voting no. 

While the committee of the whole was 
still in the throes of the convention 
fight, a message from the governor was 
announced and when the committee rose 
this was found to be a veto of the joint 
resolution appropriating money to pay 
for certain printing, on the ground that 
in the interest of a economical adminis
tration of the public service, it was un
safe to appropriate money by joint reso
lution, instead of in the regular way by 
means of a bill. « 

Mr. Aikens wished to have the govern
or taught his proper place by having the 
bill passed at once over his veto without 
discussion. Mr. Adams thought th»ro 
was no occasion for indecent haste. It 
was the governor's duty under the con
stitution to veto bills whioh he did not 
approve, but the honse was in no mood 
to listen to reason and the motion was 
immediately put and carried that the bill 
do pass notwithstanding the objection of 
the governor. 

The house like Oliver Twist being 
eager for "more," at once took up the 
message from the governor refusing to 
sign council bill No. 22 providing for a 
special committee with power to investi
gate the affairs of the Yankton asylum, 
on the ground that if the committee was 
to act as a commission, it could not be 
appointed by the legislature, but by the 
governor, and that if it were not, no 
provision was made in the bill to limit 
the expenses which might be incurred by 

i the committee in the employment of un-
' necessary professional assistance, when 
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