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The DaMy Alert is delivered in the city by car
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Daily, one yeur $8 00 
Daily, eix month* 4 00 
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Weefelv. six months 1 00 

DAILY (EXCEPT SUNDAY) & WEEKLY 

W. R. KELLOGG. 

THE question of how and when the 
conjugal tie may be disrupted with jus
tice and propriety is one which has agi
tated the public mind all through the 
ages. Just now it is receiving a good 
share of attention in certain quarters in 
the east. A few days ago the New York 
Herald interviewed a number of promi 
nent people on the present divorce laws 

Speaker Carlisle, with his austere and 
methodical views, declares that the laws 
should be made as near uniform as pos 
sible. Senator Sherman reflects his bet
ter half's religious belief that "the mar 
rage relation should not be dissolved 
except on the clearest and strongest 
proof of a breach of the duty imposed," 
Kate Field, however, raises a shrill warn
ing note and voices an opposite senti
ment: "Legislators had better beware how 
they put a premium on vice by forging 
the marital chains so tight as to make a 
separation too difficult." Dr. Howard 
Crosby, the eminent ministerial advocate 
of high license, don't believe in prohibi 
tion of any description, but sees the evil 
result and demurely declares that "easy 
divorce breaks up families and leads to a 
low standard of morality." Marion Har-
land promulgates a sentiment which 
sounds as though it had just fallen from 
the lips of one of her heroes or heroines. 
She would not permit either of the 
divorced parties to marry again. Frances 
E. Willard, who is still single, sugges
tively remarks that "divorce is easier 
than marriage and there should be a 
national law." Joseph Cook declares 
"loose divorce to be a great mischief and 
echoes the sentiment of the noted tem
perance advocate. Bishop Newman, 
with clerical rectitude, shouts down from 
his high ministerial eminence: "The 
difference between Utah and some states 
is that in the former plural wives are 
simultaneous, while in the latter they 
are successive." 

President De Costa, of tho White Cross 
society, wants but little here below, but 
wants that little bad. She said: "We 
ask for a national marriage law. in ac
cordance with wnich a woman legally 
married in one state would tind herself 
legally married in every state." Anne 
Jenness Miller talks like one who has 
been there herself, and boldly speaks out 
in meeting: "Make "the gateway of es
cape as wide as possible." When Con
gressman McAdoo was approached, he 
had evidently just left a happy fireside, 
where the subject is never broached. He 
said: "Make divorce odious." Mayor 
Hart of Boston, pulled his hat over his 
his eyes and bashfully murmured: "Let 
us all blush for oar marriage and divorce 
laws;" and "Objector" Hal man, who 
brings up the rear of those interviewed, 
objects to being called upon to legislate 
on the question, and indifferently de
clares that marriage belongs exclusively 
to the field of state legislation. 

The aboye are probably representative 
opinions and would express the senti
ments of any similar number of persons 
selected at random from among the in
telligent classes without regard to class 
or professional distinctions. In view of 
the wide divergance of the opinions ex
pressed, it would seem safe to assume 
that the divorce question will not be sat
isfactorily settled until the world grows 
better. 

To meet the present conditions any 
lixed rule to be followed with mathemati
cal precision would be inadequate. There 
is one way, however, in which more satis
factory results would be obtained. That 
is by electing conscientious judges and 
then giving them greater discretionary 
authority. Permit each individual case 
with its invariably different circum
stances to be passed upon according to 
the judgment of the court before whom 
it is tried independent of iron clad rules 
laws or edicts, and the divorce lawyer 
will reap leas abundant harvests, the 
number of divorces will decrease and 
frivolous pretexts be less frequent in the 
future. 

stock and buildings of the oompanies 
for itself? 

Shall we adopt our present plan of 
taxing the improvements as veil as the 
land or shall improved land be assessed 
less than unimproved land held for 
speculation? 

These are important questions which 
will repay careful study and discussion. 

MRS. REUBEN* KING, the Springfield, 
111., negress who recently fasted forty 
days, advertised to give an exhibition in 
miracle working last Sunday. Accord
ingly several hundred people assembled 
to see the wonders performed. 

The particular task to which the en
thusiastic negress set herself was to turn 
water into wine by means of prayer. She 
prayed bat the water obstinately persis
ted in maintaining its natural color. The 
prophet is now without honor in her own 
country and the theory that the age of 
miracles is passed receives additional 
substantiation. 

OXE of the most important questions 
which will have to be decided by the 
constitutional convention is that of tax
ation. Shall all property be taxed exact
ly the same or shall any discrimination 
be made between different classes of 
property, and if so, what classes? Shall 
the taxation of railroads, express and 
telegraph companies on their gross earn
ings be legal, or shall each county be 
obliged to assess the roadbed, rolling 

AN important question which will need 
to be settled this summer, is whether or 
not "minority representation" shall be 
incorporated in the constitution of North 
Dakota. This provision will be submit
ted this fall as a separate article in South 
Dakota, and is expected to be adopted 
there. 

Under this system, there are three 
members of the house elected in each 
legislative district, and the voter has the 
right to cast all his three votes for one 
candidate if he wishes to do so. Or he 
can give two votes to one candidate and 
one to another, or he can give three can
didates one vote. 

The clause in the Sioux Falls coasti-
tution is as follows: "Section 2, Article 
25. In all elections of representatives 
aforesaid, each qualified voter may cast 
as many votes for one candidate as there 
are representatives to be elected, or may 
distribute the same, or equal parts there
of, among the candidates as he shall see 
fit, and the candidates highest in votes 
shall be declared elected." 

In a large number of districts in North 
Dakota the incorporation of such a pro
vision in the constitution would result 
in the return of one republican, one 
democrat and one farmers alliance man 
or prohibitionist, as either party would 
need to have a very large majority in the 
district to return two members. 

For instance, in a district of 2,000 
voters made up of 1,000 republicans, 600 
democrats and 400 prohibitionists, the 
republicans could not count with cer
tainty on carrrying more than one seat. 
Each person having three votes, the 
democrats could give their candidate 
1800 votes, the prohibitionists could poll 
1200 votes, while if the republicans tried 
to run two candidates, they would be 
very likely to find that neither of them 
had over 1,000 votes apiece. It is true 
that by carefully dividing the republican 
votes, they might arrange to giye two 
men 1500 votes apiece, provided that they 
had attained such a height of organiza
tion that every man would vote exactly 
as he was told, but as a rule, the effect 
would be as has been stated. 

Do the republicans of North Dakota 
wish "minority representation" to be a 
part of tho state constitution? 

and the telegraph yesterday announced 
that the Dnluth & Winnepeg land grant 
bill has disappeared in the Minnesota 
legislature. All sorts of rumors are in 
circulation, as to by whom, when and 
wherefore the bill was spirited away, and 
some startling developments are prom
ised before long; 

IF there is a coal trust in existence the 
Pennsylvania legislature proposes to find 
it out and knock the bottom out of it. 
A member of the legislature has intro
duced a resolution providing for a com
mission which shall investigate the sub
ject and report a bill to prevent the con
spiracy to restrict the output of coal. If 
the Pennsylvania solons can check the 
present and prevent the future monopo
listic movement of the coal barons they 
will earn the grateful homage of people 
far beyond the boundaries of their own 
state. 

Up here in the northwest we are at 
present dependent in a measure on the 
anthracite coal fields of the east for our 
fuel supply. It is only a matter of a few 
years, however, when the rich coal de
posits beneath us will be developed, and 
Dakotans warm themselves exclusively 
with Dakota coal. Coal deposits of both 
bituminous and anthracite have been dis
covered in Dakota, and when these mines 
are worked and developed, the northwest 
will be independent of the Pennsylvania 
coal fields, and coal barons as well. 

THE Chicago anarchists at a meeting 
Sunday discussed the proposed centen
nial celebration April 30th, and poured 
hot shot into the constitution. They 
were almost unanimous in the opinion 
that the constitution is "no good" and 
a celebration on the occasion of its cen
tennial uncalled for. One speaker more 
rabid than the rest declared that "the 
constitution was begotten in fraud and 
was a covenant with hell." 

Meanwhile preparations for celebration 
are progressing in a thousand places and 
good citizens whose attention is attrac
ted by these seditious declarations realize 
more fully than ever the blessings and 
privileges which this same constitution 
guarantees even to these blatant and un
naturalized anarchists. 

Were any other incentive lacking, this 
boldly declared hostility of anarchy 
would be sufficient to rally all good citi
zens to an enthusiastic celebration. 

ACCORDING to the proclamation of the 
president, Oklahoma is now open for set
tlement, and the circus has commenced. 

Oklahoma is just about the size of 
Stutsman county, containing seventy-
four townships against our sixty-four 
There are already more than twice as 
many people there as there are claims, 
and the rate of mortality is expected to 
be high for the next few weeks. One of 
the most pressing needs of the new colo
ny appears to be a coffin factory and a 
powder mill. 

Oklahoma is a good country for grave-
diggers and insurance agents just now. 

SOME provision* seems to be badly 
needed in several states to prevent the 
loss or theft of bills. It will be remem
bered that a very important measure was 
"lost" on the last day of our late lament
ed legislature, in a mysterious manner, 

THE Dakota girl should look to her 
laurels. A new heroine has flitted across 
the horizon, warning her to be up and 
doing, and threatening to call upon her 
to descend from the high eminence she 
occupies. 

This dangerous rival answers to the 
name of Mabel Josephine Clement, and 
hails from the town of Wichita in the 
grasshopper state. She was sent by her 
parents to one of the schools of culture 
near that center of true aesthetics, the 
good town of Boston. There for a time 
she sat with due meekness at the feet of 
the learned professors and harkened dil
igently to the words of wisdom that fell 
from their lips. A passive Vesuvius was 
within her, however. The transforma
tion was bound to come,and only awaited 
a suitable occasion. It came a few days 
ago, and the press is now telling about 
the startling denouement. 

One morning a good professor, in 
chapel, casting his eyes over the various 
heathen countries of the globe, fixed on 
Kansas as the farthest from the celestial 
regions. He touched on the wild west
ern feature, and spoke of raising contrib
utions to support clergymen in the most 
benighted districts. In the midst of an 
eloquent appeal, he felt himself suddenly 
transfixed by a pair of blazing black eyes 
scintillating with- indignation, and heard 
a fearless female voice exclaim "Hot! 
Rot! Bank Bostonese rot!" An apology 
was demanded and refused. Miss Clem
ent shook the dust of the seminary from 
her feet, and with all her numerous be
longings proceeded straightway to her 
prairie home. 

She is now the heroine of her natiye 
village. The Kansas prees points with 
pride to its idol, calls her a typical Kan
sas girl, and now from across the coyote 
state, comes the warning note, Let the 
Dakota girl Beware! 

MANY farmers are probably not aware 
that a law is in existence under which a 
quarter section of land can be exempted 
from taxation, by plowing a thirty-three 
foot fire-break completely around it and 
keeping the same free from weeds, grass 
or other combustible substances from 
the 15th of September to the 10th of May 
each year. 

It would be a good thing if this pro
vision were generally taken advantage 
by farmers. The law reads as follows: 

Section 24.01. For the purpose of se
curing protection against prairie fires to 
homesteads, pre-emptions, timber claim
ants and all persons owning or having in 
charge any tract of land consisting of 
one hundred and sixty acres more or less, 
who shall break or plow a fire-guard 
thirty-three feet in width, encompassing 
entire any such tract as described in this 
section; the amount of land contained in 
such fire-guard shall be exempt from tax
ation, provided it shall be kept free 
from grass, weeds and all other combus
tible matter from September 15 to May 
10 of each year, and shall remain exempt 
as long as the provisions of this section 
are complied with. 

Section 2402. Any person claiming, or 
owning any tract of land consisting of 
more than a quarter section lying in a 
body, shall not encompass less than that 
amount with a fire-guard, as described 
in Sec. 2401, unless they have a fraction
al part, or parts thereof not adjoining 
each other, in which case they may en
compass them severally with fire-guards, 
and be entitled to the benefits of this 
act. 

By an ensuing section, it is made the 
duty of the road overseer to report to 
the county assessor on the first Monday 
in December, the tracts of land and 
names of owners entitled to exemption 
under this provision. 

THE telegraph Saturday announced 
the death of a remarkable man, Henry 
G. Pearson, late postmaster of New York 
city. 

Mr. Pearson was an example of what 
push, perseverance and probity can do. 
Starting in life in the humble position 
of a messenger boy in the New York 
postoffice, he has slowly but surely risen, 
as his worth became known, until for six 
years past he has been at the head of 
that office, the largest and most import
ant in the country, and perhaps in the 
world. 

Mr. Pearson was a republican in poli
tics, and was first appointed by President 
Arthur, having risen to the second posi
tion in the office at the time of his ap
pointment. Having started in at the 
bottom and worked his way up, he was 
thoroughly familiar with the working of 
every detail of the vast machine under 
his charge, and as he adhered strictly to 
the principle of making appointments 
for merit only, he was enabled to bring 
the office to a high stage of perfection. 

THE city council at the meeting last 
night resolved to make extensions to the 
water mains this season aggregating 
6,000 feet. The line of the proposed 
extension is published elsewhere. 

Jamestown has an excellent water 
supply. Unlike most of her Dakota 
neighbors she has been fortunate enough 
to secure an artesian well of good pres
sure that spouts forth water which can 
be used for household and culinary par-
poses. Last year when a similar exten
sion to the one resolved upon last night 
was proposed, the feeling was general 
that we had plenty of water and that if 

possible it should be further carried 
through the city so that we could enjoy 
it. The only obstacle was the question 
of finance. This is a matter for the con
sideration of the city council. They now 
see their way clear to make a 6000 foot 
extension and have accordingly decided 
upon such. 

Ex-Gov. PILLSBUBY of Minnesota, has 
come to the front with a §150,000 present 
to the University of Minnesota. The in
stitution asked the legislature for $250,-
000 for a science ball. The legislature 
gave them 8100,000. It seems that a 
quarter of a million was actually needed 
and the open handed Pillsbury stepped 
into the breach and generously donated 
the S150,000 which the state felt too poor 
to appropriate. 

PRESIDENT HARBISON has been re
markably fortunate in his Dakota ap
pointments. All of them have been re
ceived with the greatest of favor. His 
latest, by which Editor Wheelock of the 
Mitchell Republican, becomes register of 
the Mitchell land office is one of the best. 
Mr. Wheelock is a young man of unusual 
energy and ability, and deserved to get 
tho office. 

THE authorities in New York 6eem to 
be settling the underground telegraph 
pole question very summarily. A force 
of wood butchers has been set to work to 
cut down the overhead poles and wires. 
The W. U. people are reported to be 
somewhat surprised at the way chips are 
flying. ________________ 

Gov. MELLETTE'S proclamation urging 
the observance of the 30th of April as a 
holiday, is published elsewhere in The 
Alert. 

What will Jamestown do in the matter 
of a celebration? 

A COBBESPONDENT in Saturday's Bis
marck Tribune devotes two columns i o 
a review of ex-Gov. Ordway's career. 

Ordway has just purchased ex-Gov. 
Church's residence at Bismarck. 

Gov. MELLETTE has named his rail
road commission. It consists of Jud La-
Moure, Mayor Rice of Huron, and John 
H. King of Rapid City. 

THE wife of Delegate Mathews is re
ported to be dying with consumption at 
Washington. 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 

[OFFIOIAL.1 
Proceedings of Board of County Com

missioners of Stutsman county, D. T., in 
session at 10 a. m„ April 19. 1889. 

Present—Full_ board. Commissioner 
Bddy in the chair. 

Minutes of last meeting read and ap 
proved. 

On motion the following bills were al
lowed: 
H B Wood, supplies for court 

house $3 00 
amestown Telephone company, 
first quarter 45 00 

J W Sheridan, coal to the poor... 2 00 
8 SAltschul, provisions to poor.. 38 37 
S S Altschul, supplies to court 

house 1 50 
James A Buchanan, services and 

mileage 9 00 
George H Woodbury, services and 

mileage 6 70 
Geo L McGregor, boarding petit 

jurors 15 60 
Geo L McGregor, man cleaning 

courthouse 18 00 
The Alert, printing and stationery 10 50 
T B VanWyck, supplies to the 

poor 6 25 
G A Brand, services as clerk in au

ditor's office 65 00 
M H Schmitz, sheriff's fees, April 

term of court 94 90 
J J Eddy, sendees end mileage... 10 00 
James M. Trenary, wood for court 

house 7 00 
Richard Giese, services as petit 

juror 26 00 
Levi Dalley, services as petit ju

ror 4 00 
Henry Vessey, services as grand 

juror and mileage 9 50 
John H Horney, services as grand 

juror 2 00 
H B Wood,services as petit juror. 10 00 
H B Wood, witness fees " 4 00 
James A Carter, services as grand 

juror and mileage 2 00 
David H Fowler, services as grand 

juror 8 50 
Wm Procter, services as petit ju

ror 4 00 
John Milstead, services as petit * 

juror 6 00 
O St C Chenery, services as petit 

juror 26 00 
John Bensch, services as petit ju

ror 28 00 
A J Feezer, services as petit ju

ror 28 00 
C B Bovie, services as petit juror 

and mileage 27 60 
Alexander Esler, services at petit 

juror 26 00 
Isiah Windover, services as petit 

juror 28 (JO 
Elliott Stewart, services as petit 

juror 26 00 
Wm Henry, services as petit juror. 26 00 
Milton J Knerr, services as petit. 

juror 28 AO 
C C Judd, services as grand juror. 6 00 
H E White, services as petit juror 26 00 
H F Elliott, services as petit juror 26 00 
John Todd, services as petit juror 

and mileage 33 30 
Peter Pierson, servioes as petit ju

ror 28 00 
T C Goodrich, services as petit ju

ror 26 00 
H A Blood, services as petit juror. 4 00 
William Reed, services as petit ju

ror 26 .00 
Stanley McPherson,service as petit 

juror and mileage 28 00 
Robert G. Gott, services as petit 

juror and mileage * 31 SO 
John Gray, services as petit juror. 26 00 
Lewis Lyon, services as petit juror 28 00 
D. A. Piercy, services as petit ju

ror and mileage— 18 50 
Henry Langdon, services as petit 

jaror 4 00 
Board adjourned to meet at 10 o'clock 

a. m., April 26,1889. 
Attest: WM. W. GBAVBS, 

County Auditor. 

A NEW DEPARTURE. 

SAID Uncle Sam: "I will be wise, 
And thu6 the Indian civilize: 
Instead of guns that kill a mile, 
Tobacco, lead and liquor vile, 
Instead of serving out a meal, 
Or sending Agents out to steal, 
I'll give, domestic arts to teach, 
A cake of ' IVORY SOAP ' to each. 
Before it flies the guilty stain, 

The grease and dirt no more remain; 
'Twill change their naturr day by day, 
And wash their darkest blots away. 
They'll turn their bows to fishing-rods, 
And bury hatchets under sods, 
In wisdom and in worth increase, 
And ever smoke the pipe of peace; 
For ignorance can never cope 
With such a foe as ' IVORY SOAP.' " 

A WORD OF WARNING. 

There are many white soaps, each represented to be "just as good as the 
'Ivory's" they ARE NOT, but like all counterfeits, lack the peculiar and remark-
->ble qualities of the genuine. Ask for "Ivory" Soap and insist upon getting it 

Copyright 1686, by Procter & Gamble. 

LAW. FINAL PROOFS. LOANS. COLLECTIONS 

Real Estate. - - Insurance. 
House Renting, Steamboat Tickets, Farms Managed, Taxes paid for non-residents 

Established 1879, 1 ALLEN & TRIMBLE. 

The Time Has Come, 
When everyone, young and old, wants 
to be Fitted Out in Something New for 
Spring and Summer, and in consequence 
you'll ask where to go! 

Easily Answered 
If you want the Best Assortment, 
If you want the Cheapest Selection, 
If you want the Height of Fashion, 

-«*CALL. ON THE*--

LONDON CLOTHING CO, 
Central Block, whose New Stock out
shines anything before presented. Twen-
ty-five styles of Light Stylish Cheviot 4 

Suitings, that will make your mouth 
water, from $5 a Suit upwards. Come 
everybody to the 

London Clothing Co. 
Respectfully, 

N .  F U L D .  
Tne agricultural editor of the Aber

deen Republican thus discourses on a 
subject which is evidently near and dear 
to turn: "Those crimson drop* of nectar 
in solid shape, strawberries, hare been in 
market in Aberdeen since All Fools da?, 
and their price is falling gradually with
in reaching distance of those whose bank 
account is written with less than eight 
figures. The boxes in which they are 
displayed seem to be growing larger, and 
hare already passed the half-pint mark. 
Soon, perhaps, the great mass of man
kind may find it possible to inhale the 
fragrance of the fruit, and to taste with 
ecstacy its jucy flesh. But, in the mean
time, what is the matter with the tart 
cranberry and succulent pie plant?" 

Entitled to the Best. 
All are entitled to the best that their 

money will buy, so every family should 
have, at once, a bottle of the beet family 
remedy, Syrup of Figs, to cleanse the 
system when costive or bilious. For sale 
in 60s and 11.00 bottles by all leading 
druggists. 

Wait ot Sleep 
Caused by mental worry, misfortunes, or 
by trying vainly to get a night's rest on 
some roughly built railroad, tin sent 
thousands of people to the insane asy
lums, there to drag out a miserable ex
istence. To avoid such a melancholy 
fate, select "The Burlington" when 
obliged to make a night journey up or 
down the Mississippi valley. The most 
Inrunous of Pullman sleepers accompany 
all night trains on this line, and the 
elegance and comfort of their fittings 
never fails to secure sound sleep. But 
even in such oosy quarters dumber may 
be disturbed by a rough track, frequent 
stops, and the irregular speed resulting 
from heavy grades. The smooth track, 
absence of grades, and even running of 
"The Burlington/' guarantees the trav
eler unbroken repose. For tickets by 
this popular line, maps, time-tables, and 
other information, call on your local 
agent, or write to W. J. C. Kenyon, Gen. 
PMS. Agent, C., B. & N. R. R, St. Paul, 
Minn. 


