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ACCURATELY -TATKi>. 

What the Pioneer Press Says 
About the Hani Times in 

Dakota. 

A Widow who has Buried Her 
"True Love" Looking tor 

Another Matt'. 

* 

AH Iowa Citizen tells What he 
Knows About Sumptuary 

Legislation. 

AD louan's Views. 

John R. Waller left Sunday for Iowa. 
He will vote for Hutchinsoa for gover
nor, and after election return to James
town nnd spend several weeks here look
ing after his various property interests. 
Mr. Waller thinks the JJakotns have 
made a grievous mistake in adopting pro
hibition, and expressed the opinion that 
five years ht>nce they will be more anx
ious to repeal it than they ever wore to 
adopt it. He has lived in Io^va, knows 
how the law operates, and says prohibi -
tion don't prohibit. '"In (Jedar Kapids," 
Mr. Waller said, ' whisky is sold iu over 
a hundred places. Conservative prohibi
tionists who are observant are fast los
ing faith in then- pet theory. The demo
cratic state candidates this year stand 
on an anti-prohibition platform. I pre
dict that within two years Iowa will re
peal h-dr prohibition laws and repudiate 
t.h« theory as worthless." 

John Waller, who is now conducting a 
general store in OharUs City, la., has 
been gathering up stock along the James
town & Northern branch and shipped to 
Iowa for sale and to winter. He shipped 
out two car loads of horses last week. 
His partner. Cash Carr, has been nomi
nated on the republican ticket of Floyd 
county for county treasurer, and John 
goes home to ho p out in the election. He 
thinks Mr. Carr may have a fight on his 
hands, b-t will win. Incidentally Mr. 
Waller remarked, as he quenched his 
thirst with a glass of Buckley's grateful 
Bud vveiser --"there are only seven saloons 
in Charles City now. No oue tries to 
close l,hem up.any longer."' 

A KAfR sr.vno.uKM'. 

Reasons Why .North Dakota Farmers 
are Short- of Money this Fall—An 
Unusual Combination ol' Circum
stances impossible to Avoid. 

••The following' is a clear afi'iTTair state
ment of the situation as it exists in parts 
of North Dakota. The Pioneer Press 
has well informed itself upon the Tacts, 
and coming from an outside source, the 
statement is all the more reliable. There 
are few, if any farmers, pnt to the ex
tremities mentioned, iu this locality. 
Timelier showers have brought the grain 
to maturity and in many cases the yield 
is quite th J average. A farmer complains 
if he has not ready money to pay taxes 
nnd interest, and forgets that he is still 
getting ahead in the world by the in
crease of stock and in the value of his 
farm improvements. He is inclined to 
think, that no where else in the country 
is this unfortunate state of affairs wit
nessed. The fact is, that outside people, 
regarding us impartially, know the con
ditions existing here are far more favor
able to us than we think them ourselves. 
North Dakota is naturally as rich and 
healthy a country as the sun shines upon 
and the temporary embarassments that 
have occurred for the past few years, are 
only the incidents known to occur to 
every locality. The good and prosper
ous years are always inixwl with bad 
ones in every country the world over. 
The Pioneer Press says: 

The appeal made to the chamber of 
commerce in behalf of the distressed 
people of certain counties in Morth Da
kota that have suffered from successive 
crop failures, is one which should hud a 
ready response, noi only in St. Paul but 
throughout the entire northwest. The 
case is oue of peculiar Hardship, because 
the destitution which is made manifest 
only when the near approach of the win
ter season renders the occasion one of 
urgency, is such that it could not have 
been foreseen or prevented. Ihese peo
ple occupy one of the most fertile sec
tions of the country, producing a quality 
of grain that tinds ready market at high
est prices. But they are not, therefore, 
any more removed from the reach of an 
extraordinary combinat ion of unfortunate 
circumstances than the people of . ew 
York are safe from the blizzard, once 
or more in a century. It has so hap
pened that for two consecutive seasons 
there has been a crop failure over some 
portions of the new state: and each 
time it has happened under conditions 
which, although apt to occur at long in
tervals, are unique and out of the ordi
nary. , ^ 

In 1888 it was a heavy frost in the 
Huddle of the mouth of August which 
destroyed their resources. The records 
contain few instances of such an occur
rence at such a date, blighting and 
shriveling the growing grain; and it was 
accepted as a peculiar hardship, for 
which t here was no remedy but. fortitude 
nnd redoubled industry. But it was fol
low! d this year by the visitation of 
drought. The whole northwest has 
passed through a season of unexampled 
dryness. A small portion of North 
Dakota is unfortunate, not in being less 
abundantly blessed with a water supply 
than oontiKnoua sections, but bemuse 
that water simply was this yeai so dis
tributed that it could not help or 
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save the growing crop in certain locali
ties. There were a few critical days 
when it was a question whether the 
entire yield of Minnesota and Dakota 
would not be ruined for want of rain. 
The showers came just in time to 
make the difference between failure and 
the most bounteous crop which the north
west ever harvested. But there were a 
few counties udvisited by the blessed re
lief. _ And, exactly as the farmers of some 
districts on the Atlantic coast are today 
mourning the failure of a year's labors 
because of incessant soaking rains since 
last February, so these farmers of North 
Dakota have sacrificed their efforts to 
the drouth that fell on them most heavi
ly. 

These successive misfortunes of two 
years of untoward accident are to be 
borne by men who have no wealth of ac-
cummnlated resources. They are most
ly pioneers, who settled on their holdings 
but a few years ago, and whose daily 
labor is their capital. They rely upon 
the annual produce of their fields to sup
ply their annual wants, as well as to meet 
interest on snmB which they may have 
borrowed to establiah themselves in a 
new country. They have, moreover, fol
lowing the unfortunate custom of pio; 

neeers and seduced by the great value of 
their wheat crops, trusted to a single in
dustry, and ventured their all upon the 
success or failure of the wheat yield. 
They 8re left, as a consequence, absolute
ly without means of support through the 
approaching winter. The needs of these 
people are present and threatening. They 
will lack food and fuel and clothing, not 
only to keep them comfortable, but to 
preserve life itself, until the earth again 
gives up its bounty. They are distinctly 
our own people. They are related to us 
by every tie, bound to us in business con
nection, and to us they come of right for 
the relief which they would not ask until 
compelled to by the prospect of actual 
suffering. There has never been a case of 
greater merit presented to the generosity 
of our citizens. The succor that must 
be offered canrot be too speedy or too 
generous. 
SOME DAKOTA MAX'S CHANCE. 

A New Hampshire Lady, Tired of 
Single Jjife, Wants to Come West 
and Get Married—The Case Stated 
Modestly yet Clearly—Just Lake a 
Man Should State it. 

The following letter which Postmaster 
Klaus received yesterday from a New 
Hampshire widow, is a sample of the odd 
letters which are addressed to postmas
ters. The widow wants to get married 
again, and from the fact that she marked 
the envelop "immediate," it is reason
able to conclude that she is, in a hurry 
about it. The letter is well written and-
tye penmanship good- . Every indication 
is that the lady's intentions are sincere, 
her character excellent, and that she 
would make some lonesome North Da
kota bachelor a good wife, provided 
be is at present in need of that article. 
The letter is as follows: 

PORTSMOUTH, N. H., Oct. 2i, 1889. 
To the Postmaster of Jamestown, N. 

D. :- This is from a lady who has lived in 
Minnesota and Dakota enough to be 
very fond of the west, and I am alone in 
the world now, having lost my husband 
about two years ago. I am tired of liv
ing alone and know I am capable of 
making some one a good wife and loving 
companion. I have lived and moved 
among refined people all my life; have 
been called a woman with more than 
ordinary intelligence and good business 
capacities, in fact have done business 
(millinery) a-good many years. There
fore have come in contact with all sorts 
of people. I want to say as little abont 
myself as I can that I may not give you 
an idea 1 am bragging, for I am not, bnt 
I want you to know something of what 
I am. I am 35 years old, light complect
ed, quick and social. If you know any
one with a good home who wants a 
house keeper, I am anxious for such a 
position somewhere in the west. 1 should 
not object to settling there permanently, 
in fact such is my wish and hope, with 
no foolishness about it. I buried my 
true love, bnt I can and would make a 
kind affectionate wife and good manager 
for any respectable man in want of a 
wife. 

There is no chance for such as I to 
make a liyinghere other than to go out as 
a servant, and I am not fitted for snch a 
life, having always kept servants myself. 
But my husband's sickness was a long, 
lingering illness, therefore I lost my1  

home as well, leaving me poor "with no 
trade, but I am well connected and cap
able. with a good and retined education, 
if you will kindly pay attention to this 
for me, and if you know of any gentle
man in your part of the west wanting 
such a companion, let me know, I will 
be truly grateful, and perhaps some day 
mav repay you. 

Address C. P. P.. care of 
G. Leach. Portsmonth, N. II.. P. O. box 
G41. 

P. S. Cambridge is my native ulace. 

Spring Plowing for Dry Years. 

Farmers iu this county will not do as 
much fall plowing as usual this year. 
One reason for this is that many have 
become convinced that grain does better 
on spring plowing, especially in a dry 
year. This has been noticeable in a 
marked degree this season. On many 
farms, land plowed in the,fall yielded no 
return, while that plowed in the spring 
grew a good crop. The reason for this 
is easily apparent. The wiuter winds 
blow the snow off plowed ground, leav
ing it dry in the spring, while the stubble 
lxjids and accumulates the snow which, 
melting, leaves the nnplowed land moist 
and in good condition for seeding. TLis 
point is" worthy of consideration at the 
hands of the grain growers. At any rate 
it. can do no harm if they experiment 
uext season with a field of spring plow
ing. 

0\ THE THUESH01.il. 

The Presidential Proclamation 
Admitting the TwoDakotas 

, Kxpeeted To-Day. 

RieliUrd Sykes "Writes all About 
White Willows and How 

They Flourish. 

Oswald, the Devils Lake Msm-
Killer, Pardoned by the 

Governor. 

Kxpectcd "Wednesday. 

It is generally understood among state 
officials that the president's proclamation 
admitting North Dakota and South Da
kota will be issued by Wednesday, 
at the latest, whether Washington aud 
Montana are ready or not. This impres
sion is confirmed by a telegram from 
Grand Forks, which says Secretary Rich
ardson has received private advices from 
Gov. Mellette, who is now iu Washing
ton, that President Harrison will issue 
his proclamation today. If the president 
does so, Gov. Miller will l ake the oath of 
office tonight and a number of Fargo and 
Grand Forks people went through here 
today to be present on that auspicious 
occasion. Although Gov. Miller will at 
once enter upon the duties of the new 
state's executive upon receipt of the news 
of admission, his formal inauguration 
will probably not occur for several days. 

Jt is generally conceded that the offi
cial life of all of the territorial officers 
closes on the issue of Harrison's procla
mation. The state officers have been 
notified to this effect and requested to 
ba present at Bismarck to qualify. This 
will explain the seeming haste of the 
recently elected officials to assume the 
duties of the positions to which they 
were elcted. 

Gov. Miller has announced that he will 
at once issue a proclamation convening 
the legislature at some time about the 
middle of November. 

At four o'clock this afternoon tele
graphic information from Bismarck anJ 
St. Paul was to the effect that the presi
dent had not yet issued his proclama
tion. / . ,,,*><•• V 

THE WHITE WILLOW. 

America, and more especially of North 
and South Dakota. 

The White or" Huntingdon willow (Sa-
lix. Alba) is a native of Europe, and, 
judging from the specimens to be seen in 
the eastern states, was long ago intro
duced into America. The earlier settlers 
in Illinois planted it extensively 
as a wind-break. Although not a na
tive, it is a long-lived tree in America, 
and far more useful than any of the na
tive species found east of the Rocky 
Biountain s. 

There is a variety of it known as the 
•'-golded twigged" (vitellina), which is 
Squally as hardy as the common variety, 
opd is perhaps more ornamental. 
$. The white willow on the prairie is 
pirobably hardier and a more rapid 
grower than any other tree. No tree is 

fore easily raised. It may be termed 
^ le "pioneer" tree of the prairie, and it 
IB quite certain that maoy less hardy 
^jnds of trees will fail to grow except 
under the protection such as the wil-
16 w, in the form of a hedge or wind
break, offers. 
*•'At Larch wood, Iowa, within four miles 
of the boundary line between Minnesota, 
|>akota and Iowa, there are several miles 
Of white willow hedges from 30ft. to 50ft. 
ija height, which were planted 12 to 18 
years ago. Their influence upon the 
Crops in that district is marvellous; 
^Hording, as they do, shelter from the 
cold north winds and, what is still more 
iinportant, from the hot south winds. As 
toon fis the farms of South and North 
$akotn are surrounded with such willow 
linages, i lie scorching effect of the hot 
Vjjinds will be modified, and the blizzard 
will cease to be a terror. 
•I The following is a fair estimate of the 
ttspense of planting and cultivating a 
pillow hedge around a quarter section 
farm: 
MKK) willow cuttings (freight mclud-
f *edi 810 
Plowing and preparing a strip of land 

12 feet wide and 2 miles long .'50 
Subsequent cultivation 5!) 

I lr Total.. 
/^*1 bus at 

A New and Valuable Tree for Hedges j 6'1fPe/, 
and Wind Breaks—Its Adaptabili
ty for Prairie Planting. 

The Alert is in receipt of the following 
communication from P. B. Groat, gen
eral emigration agent of the Northern 
Pacific liailroad company: 

ST. PAUL, Minn., Oct. 26, '89. 
EDITOR ALERT I enclose herewith 

several copies of a treatise by Mr. Rich
ard 'Sykes of Manchester, England, on 
the adaptability of the white willow for 
groves and hedges on the western nrai-
ries. Mr. Sykes, npou his return to Eng
land from his visit to the United States 
last spring, prepared this paper and 
lately sent me several huudred copies for 
distribution. 

Mr. Sykes is the owner of large tracts 
of lands at Larchwood, Lyon county, 
Iowa, situated in the northwest corner 
of the state,bordering onDakota and Min
nesota. On these lands there are about 
fifty or sixty miles of white willow hedges, 
planted under the direction of Mr. Sykes, 
which have attained a height of from 
thirty or fifty feet. I have examined 
these hedges and they show a wonderful 
growth. They are very beautiful and 
make th.it section of country very attrac
tive. It is largely due to the luxuriant 
hedges growing hers that these lands are 
now so much sought after and have so 
largely apprecated in valne. The suc
cess attending 

890 
the end of five years, for an 

i jjjerage annual outlay of the owner 
two miles of living fence 12 feet high, 

yhicii will turn stock, and which has 
xfet him the moderate sum of 14 cents 
jfer rod. Moreover, he has increased the 
Marketable value of his farm by at least 

per acre, leaving a balance in bis 
favour of 8230. 
vHcwever. the owner will be less dispos-

3d o sell a farm which had,under his care, 
jMjtgun to assume a homelike appearance. 
Je will soon find that the protection 
ifforded by his hedge enables him to 
•aise a grove of evergreen and other trees 
Hound his house and farm buildings, 
iljd he may sately venture to plant an 
wtchard of apple and other fruit trees. 
Moreover, his grain and grass crops will 

more productive and. owing to in-
"ufSteed shelter and warmth, his live 
stock will consume less food during the 

j winterjand will come out of it in better 

As the hedge grows, spare stakes may 
he cut out and made into two or more 
fence posts. If cut at the proper season 
and stripped of the bark, these fence 
posts will last five or six years. 

Birds will soon be attracted by the 
hedges and trees, and will prey upon the 
noxious insects, whilst they enliven the 
scene with their song. 

Moisture will be retained in the at-
moehere and in the soil, thus affecting 
favorably both the climate and rainfall 
of the district. 
•The periodical thinnings of the groves 
will supply the fuel which the family of 
the settler so much needs. 

Having enumerated some of the prom
inent reasons for planting willow hedges. 
I will give short instructions as to the 
methods of planting. 

Where the willows are plentiful, poles 
6 feet to 10 feet in length, and averaging 
abont 2 inches in diameter, may be uti
lized in the following manner: The poles 
should be cut in or about October, when 
the weather is not frosty aud, the later
als having been trimmed off, should be 
covered lightly with straw to prevent 
them from becoming too dry. 

These poles should be laid lengthways, 
so as to form a line, with the ends touch
ing each other, in a dead furrow which 
has been previously prepared. This fur
row should be 10 or 12 inches in depth. 

^ u The earth should then be turned over 
the" cultiva'tion"of "the i ^em wi,h tbe plow, and the poles thus 

white willow at Larchwood demonstrates j «ifectually covered. In the spring, about 
that this variety of tree is eminently i seeding tune, the earth should be hoeu 
suited for groves and hedges on the prai- ! away at regular intervals of L inches to 
nes of North Dakota and westward. I to L feet along the row of willow poles. 

In a conversation with Mr. C.L.Smith, ! At those intervals the pole_s will sprout 
secretary Minnesota State Forestry as- | !,ncJ. under favorable circumstances, 
sociation, Minneapolis, Minn., he fully | '|ia^e a growth of three to four feet the 
concurred in the ideas entertained by | hrst season. W hen the sprouts are 10 to 
Mr. Svkes, as to the suitability of the in®^eB nigh thev should be cultivated, 
white willow for groves and hedges on i j^e future of the hedge will afterwards 
the prairies west of Minnesota. I send j depend UJKMI the care and cultivation 
you Mr. Sykes" treatise, in the hope; t'n"ep to it, as it will respond to good 
that von will find room in your paper to i cultivation as readily as a crop of corn, 
print it iu full for the benefit of the i Another mode of raising a willow 
farming communities which vour paper ! hedge is from cuttings aud, though not 
reaches. The growth of trees, groves j llllte so reliable, is a more economical 
and hedges on the prairies of North Da- j method i" districts where the willows 
kota and other treeless prairies in the ;lre n°t plentiful and pules cannot readi-
west will be ef such incalculable value ; b® procured. I he cuttings from 
and advantageous in se many respects, 1 el*uber one-year or two-year- old twigs . 
that their cultivation should be com- j niches in length and a xnit -*K to 
menced as soon as possible by every iul m''^ ln diameter, should l>e cut 
farmer, and in fact by every individual between the months of October ant 

.  •  t  j  •  . i  I  i  n  r  no  n iAPMl  r t r  \ ]  i )  rP I l  who has any facilities whatever for the 
planting and cultivation of trees, either 
on farms or in town. Truly yours, 

P. B. GROAT. 
General Emigration Agent. 

I>. S.-I have written similarly to ; retl< tlu, (.ut in^ shoili(1 i 
other newspapers m the west and enclos-1 in Slrai>jhl ftir 
ed copies of the treaties, with the view „;nt, m4ti,,> 
of giving the information contained -
therein as much publicity as possible, 
providing the editors concur in consider
ing the subject of sufficient importance 
to justify its publication. I*. B. ( i. 

December, or in the month of March, 
hut not during fn»sty weather. They 
should be planted either in the fall of 
the year, or in the early spring, in the 
following manner: A strip of land 12 
feet in width, having been thorougly 

houhl be set 18 
row, rnn-

enter of the strip opposite 
the land side. The furrow should havtf 
heen plowed at least six or eight inches 
deep. It is not necessary to set the cut
tings erect, as they t>row equally well if 
ulanted at an angle o( 4"> degrees. The 

necessary to keep the cuttings until 
spring, they should be tied in bundles 
and buried one or two feet deep in dry 
soil, or else covered with hay or straw. 
They should be planted as early as pos
sible in spring, a good soaking in water 
before planting being desirable, uuless 
the earth is quite moist. Cuttings for 
spring planting may be prepared during 
the warm days of winter and packed in 
damp straw or bay. 

The strip of land, or firebreak, on each 
side of the hedge should be plowed each 
year, and the young hedge should be 
cultivated twice each year. Should the 
fire reach the hedge iu spite the fire 
break, the hedge will not be destroyed. 
If apparently reduced to ashes, it will 
spring again from the roots. A willow 
hedge, once planted is not easily des
troyed. 

Another method of raising the willow 
—either as a hedge or in a grove—is as 
follows: Plant cuttings as described 
above. At the end of the first or second 
year, or early the following spring, cut 
off all the shoots. From the next crop of 
shoots, which will be clean and strong, 
select all the best rods, trim off all later
als, leaving the tops or leads untouched. 
Sharnen the root-ends and push the rods 
8 or 10 inches, at proper distances apart, 
into land previously prepared with deep 
plowing. In this way every tree should 
grow clean and straight, provided they 
are not overpowered by weeds or rank 
vegetation. 

It is not desirable to attempt to grow 
the willow, or indeed any tree, in soil 
which has not been thoroughly prepared. 
It is preferable to wait a year and mean
while raise a crop of potatoes or grain 
on the newly broken ground. Moreover 
the willow, as is the case with all trees, 
requires a soil which has been plowed at 
least six or eight inches in depth. 

The willow, as a forest tree, is profit
able to raise, As such it may be planted 
either 3 feet x 3 feet, requiring 4,840 cut
tings to the acre, or 4 feet x 4 feet, re
quiring 2,722 cuttings. If planted 3 feet 
x 3 feet, the young trees should at the 
end of 4 or years be thinned out to one 
quarter of their number, and at the end 
of 12 years they should be reduced to 
300 trees, leaving them space for full 
development, which they should attain 
at about 3G years, reaching the height of 
sixty feet and measuring 10 feet in cir
cumference, 4 feet from the ground. The 
wood of the white willow is very light 
and tough and takes a good finish. It 
is useful for planking and for break 
blocks on cars. 

PROPER PROMOTION. 

The treaties mentioned will lie found cuttings should then be covered by plow 
below: 

Having proved the very great value of 
of the white willow for prairie planting, 
whether as a hedge and wind-break, or as 
a forest tree in groves. I take the liberty 
of recommending it to all who are inter 
ested in the prairie districts <>f North 

ing another furrow. The earth should 
afterwards Ije pressed willi the foot firm
ly around the cuttings', care being taken 
that not more than one inch of the length 
of nnv of the cuttings shall show alnive 
ground. If more than one bud-is ex
posed. the cutting will probably Income 
too drv and will fail to sprout. If it is 

Pardoned, Just the Same. 

Some days since, in reply to an insinu
ation by the Fargo Republican that Maj. 
Edwards was endeavoring to secure the 
pardon of Billy Oswald, for a moDetnry 
considdration, the Argus denied that 
any such scheme was on foot. He has 
been pardoned, just the saiae, as a Bis
marck telegram announces, Hon. "Bill" 
Erwin of St. Paul, being accredited as 
the attorney in the case. 

Young Oswald killed a man some 
years since at Devils Lake. His father 
and uncle are wealthy citizens of Minne
apolis, and all that money could do was 
employed in his defense. But not even 
celebrated Attorney Erwin could clear 
him. It was a rather rocky case. The 
cunning attorney for the defense, in his 
opening talk to the jury, delivered him
self of this sentiment: 

"Irish gentlemeu of the jury, Pat Mc
Weeny, who fell dead in that saloon in 
the midst of social revelry on last Christ
mas eve, and for whose death Billy 
Oswald, my client, is held responsible, 
was one of your race. You will doubt
less have notieed that in selecting this 
jury, the defense has challenged no 
Irishman. My successful effort has been 
to get an Irish jury. I wish my client's 
interests to be in the hands of men who 
posess the warm, genial, liberal hearts, 
for which your people are justly famous. 
I intend to appeal to this side of your 
noble natures. For this, sad, this un
fortunate accident was the result of too 
much youthful spirits, too much woman, 
too much whiskey—too much of every 
delicious thing that we good men love." 

But such tactics didn't win, and Judge 
McConnell sentenced Oswald to twelve 
years in the pen. nine years of which he 
still had to serve. The pardoned man is 
saiil not to be a bad fellow at heart. He 
killed a friend while on a Christmas 
drunk, and no one could have suffered 
more from remorse than he. It would 
be barbarous to inHict prolonged punish
ment for. what Attorney Erwin was not 
far otl" in terming, an "unfortunate acci
dent. " 

S u b s t i t u t e s  for I r r i g a t i o n .  

Ellendale Commercial: There are nn 
merous ways iu which a certain amount 
of moisture can be secured and held for 
the benefit of the farmer. Stubble land, 
especially such as has been headed, will 
hold snow in the winter and consequent
ly leave the ground in good shape for 
spring seeding. A few loads of manure, 
scattered across the field in heaps will 
also be the means of holding snow and 
thus securiug additional moisture. Corn 
ground with the stalks left on also holds 
snow. Two or three furrows plowed a 
few rods apart in a field are also a means 
of collecting drifts and preparing the soil 
for gexvd spring growth. A small section 
of snow fence moved to different parts of 
the tield during the winter will collect 
drifts, which, in thawing will soak into 
the ground and prepare the fields to 
withstand quite a siege of dry weather. 
These and many other device* will do 
much to secure a crop. 

Capt. Ingraham rejmrts increasing 
business at the Capital house. This pop
ular hostelry lodged thirty transients 
last night, besides the regular boarders. 
The captain is advertising for another 
kitchen girl and says he must have oue. 
quick. 

A N. P. Master Mechanic will 
Kide in a Superintendent's 

Private Car. 

Congressman Hansbrougli Look
ing At'ler the Wants of bis 

Constituents. 

•Judge Hose Proposes to Turn 
Over ('lean Dockets to the 

New Judges. 

liaised From the llanks. 

The Mandau Pioneer says that the an
nouncement has been made that Mr. 
Phelan, the master mechanic at Mandan, 
ha9 been appointed superintendent of 
the Missouri division. The news will be 
received in Mandan with mixed feelings 
of pleasure and regret—pleasure that the 
sterling qualities of Mr. PheJan have 
been appreciated at their true value by 
the managers of the Northern Pacific, and 
regret that so good a citizen and pleasant 
a man should have to leaye Mandan. But 
then, what Mandan loses Dickinson will 
gain. 

Mr. J. E. Phelan, to whom the above 
refers, takes the place of Mr. Knowlton, 
lately transferred to the Chicago division 
of the Wisconsin Central. Mr. Phelan 
is known to The Alert as a careful, sensi
ble and progressive young man, full of 
enthusiasm for his work and cordial 
in his relations to all he comes in contact 
with. There is no doubt but that be will 
prove an acceptable officer, both to t he 
company and to its patrons. The North
ern Pacific is following out the only suc
cessful policy a road can, in the selection 
of officers. There are a number of active 
young superintendents now in the service, 
who have grown up with the road and 
demonstrated their railroad abilities. 
Among them is Supt. McCabeof the Da
kota division. • 

Cattle Shortage in >Iont»na. 

A Montana paper says: The beef out
put of Montana this season will not ex
ceed 65,000 head against 110,000 last year, 
which is indeed a very marked decrease. 
The shipping season is now scarcely more 
than one-half spent, but up to date less 
than 35,000 have been marketed. Of this 
number fully 25,000 went east over the 
Northern Pacific, and it is safe to say 
that shipments for the month of Octo
ber will be light as compared with the 
forepart of the season, and exceedingly 
small as compared with last year. The 
reason for this is very plain; "the cattle 
are not in the country. It will be re
membered that the winter of 188G-7 was 
the hard winter, and that a large per
centage of the calf crop of: 1880, which 
would be three-year-olds now, perished, 
and the crop is, consequently, light. 
There are, of course, a few four-year-olds 
that were missed in gathering, but this 
occurs every year, and there have been 
some steers shipped in that are marketa
ble this year, otherwise the output would 
be smaller than it is proving. There is 
no question about the shortage. 

To Secure Fuel for Settlers. 

A Washington telegram states that 
Congressman Hansbrough is endeavor
ing to persuade Secretary Proctor to issue 
an order giving destitute settlers in 
Ramsey county permission to cut fire
wood from the Fort Totten military 
timber reservation, which is located on 
the north shore of Devils Lake. Secre-
taryProctor is in doubt as to his authority 
to issue such an order but, so the tele
gram states, is favorably inclined towards 
the proposition. Of course the farmers 
who have lost their crops for two success
ive years ought not to be allowed to suf
fer with cold, when the government has 
thousands of acres of woodland in the 
immediate vicinity, but. if any such per
mit as asked for is granted, it should l>e 
carefully guarded with restriction?. If 
carte blanche were given the settlers, it 
wouldn't be long before Uncle Satu 
would be buying fuel to keep his fighters 
from freezing. 

This wood reservation lies on the 
opposite side of the lake from the fort 
| and consists of several thousand acres of 

excellent hard wood timber, mostly oak. 
Every fall the soldiers are detailed to 
chop the winter's supply and it is hauled 
across on the ice. 

D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  BUMMCS* .  

Business shows a little dull in the dis
trict court just at present. Judge lu>se 
is busy preparing a number of decis 
ions in cases argued, but heid fur con
sideration. which decisions he will be 
prepared to announce shortly. He de
sires to clear up a? far as possible all 
cases that are from the counties north, 

i west aud southwest of his present dis 
1 triet, and which have !>eo:i included in 
\ the new judicial districts presided over 
j by .Indues Winchester ;tnd Morgan. 
! Judge Rose desires earl; new district 

judge to start in with a clean docket. 
For the benefit of all parties interested. 

Judge Hose states that he wiil he found 
at chambers most of the month of No
vember. 

Mir.ot Journal: Marshal McClure of 
Devils Lake Daily Capital fsniie. spent a 
«tav or two in the city the first of the 
week. Mac was ou his wav to lintte. 
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