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Thejamestown Alert 

TBBUBi 
The Bally Alert l» delivered In the city by cw-

(ken, »t 75 cent* « month. 
Oelly, one year (8 00 
Dally, olx month* 4 00 
Dally, three months • 2 00 
Weekly, one year 8 00 
Weekly, nix month* 1 00 

DAILY (EXCEPT SUNDAY) & WEEKLY 

W. R.KELLOGG. 

THE new northwest is strongly inter 
ested in any means that will promote the 
reduction in cost of tbe necessaries of 
life, and the dwellers on North Dakota's 
prairies nre particularly engrossed there
in. The unimpeded navigation of the 
great lakes is of course an end desirable; 
but the problem of transportation from 
the head of Lake Superior to points in 
this state is of yet greater consequence to 
us. Freight may be laid down at Du-
Inth. and is so laid down, at low rates 
and with each year the rates are getting 
lower still. Hut the good results there
of, as far as Nort h Dakota is concerned, 
have never beeu felt beyond the immedi
ate vicinity of that side-hill city, and its 
riparian companions. 

For the setller in North Dakota there 
has been little reduction in the cost of 
lumber, coal, merchandise and manufac
tured products, notwithstanding all the 
vaunted triumphs of commerce over, 
which the swelled head of the lake is 
shouting hooray. In addition to this, 
while the cost of the necessaries of life 
at this distance from the lake remains 
the same, or nearly so, prices for our 
products have gone lower and lower, and 
the unlucky crop years have come thick 
and fast, to boot. The same old tariffs 
on grain going east and on freights com
ing west are still practically in force for 
us. The same old Lard featured monop
olies that have squatted at the head of 
the lake, still continue to wring the last 
nickel from the North Dakota farmer, 
still lie in wait at that narrow neck to 
sand bag every little effort at competi
tion which would benetit the settlers on 
these prairies. Nothing can get by, 
either way.without paving ransom to the 
Duluth monopolists. With hard coal— 
but a single illustrative item laid down 
at Duluth at $3 per ton, and costing at 
Jamestown, 345 miles west, $10 per ton, 
where is the great benetit to the country 
which seems to flood Senator Davis so 
gloriously on the soft-carpeted floor of 
United States senate, when he is makiog 
a speech aski rig for a five and a half 
million appropriation for improving the 
water way of the great lakes. 

The senator says that the people of 
North Dakota are entitled to generous 
consideration. They have endured hard-
•ships. Have fought Indians. Their 
natural facilities for transportation ihey 
are entitled to. "These advantages should 
be improved and trt>t neglected, much 
less thwarted."' 

The senator forgets that to tight cor
porations and combinations of white 
men is much harder than to buffet with 
Indian savages. Nor does he explain for 
an instant how the deepening of St. 
Mary's channel will in the future remedy 
the evils that begin to swarm around the 
consumer as soon as he gets beyond the 
sound of Duluth's fog horn. 

It is with sorae reason therefore that 
the country tributary to the head of 
navigation takes less interest than it 
might in the Minnesota senator's able 
efforts to get an enormous appropriation 
for improving the locks in the St. Marys 
river between lakes Superior and Huron. 
The increase in the number of lake 
vessels that thrust their noses against 
the docks of Duluth has little to inter
est the bettler and farmer west of that 
port. 

IN the progress of legislation at liis-
marck, it is clearly evident that economy 
never enters into the question of public 
measures with the advocates of prohibi
tion. To them the cost of running a 
a county's affairs never saems to make 
the slightest difference, so long as the 
heaviest of the contributors are on the 
other side. The serious matters affecting 
the credit and financial welfare of county, 
city and state are forgotten or purposely 
neglected in the jealous watchfulness of 
one pet measure--prohibition. If the 
abolishment of the costly and ineffectual 
grand jury system, a most economical 
measure, fails to pass the house, the de
feat will be due to the prohibitionists 
who cry, "Stand together, this is a blow 
at our law. onr scheme; district attorney s 
will not prosecute whisky men" etc. 

This is the rabble's ro.-ir: mob justice. 
Every other phase of the bill, every other 
consideration for interests of equal ex
tent, for rights of other men is trampled 
under foot and ignored in the efforts to 
maintain the supremacy of that one 
thing prohioitioa,- itself a signal and 
historical failure from time immemorial. 

THE introduction of Senator Casey to 
many eastern people was through the 
medium of a claim-jumping story in the 
New York Herald. This was wild and 
wooly and difficult to curry enough, and 
in no sense characteristic of the scholar
ly, even-tempered senator from North 
Dakota. But the presentation of Senator 
Saunders of Montana, to tbe easterners 
by the New York Sun, was a gory thing 
in truth, fnll of dark red blood spots, 
vigilantes'victims, dead revolver shots, 
and a complete assortment of incidental 
scenerv. making H frontier frontispiece1 

that will permit the senator to cut a 
wide swath in the admiration und credu
lity of the natives of the region whither 
he lias drifted. Buffalo Bill and his 
gang of Jersey City cowboys, drinking 
absinthe over the Hoffman house bar, 
will have to move on now when the Mon
tana senator gets into that town. 

THK bill that givvs a farmer, who is 
not satisfied with the grade of grain 
allowed him by agents of elevator com
panies, the right toappeal to the railroad 
commissioners, passed the ho*»se yester
day. The railroad commissioners are 
elected by the people and naturally fool 
keenly their responsibilities. Herein lies 
an avenue whereby some sort of protec
tion for the wheat raiser can be obtained. 
This bill was introduced by Representa
tive Lutv: before the adjournment. Sev 
eral members report that the farmers had 
seen the bill and approved of it as a 
measure that would do good. 1 he bill 
passed by a large vote, although one or 
two farmers wanted t:»table it because it 
gave too much work for the railroad 
commission to do. 

There will be other elevator legislation 
that will become a subject of some close 
consideration before long, or the signs 
are wrong. Members are beginning to 
realize also that this trouble about fur
nishing cars to private shippers would 
be done away with if the elevators did 
not in:ike it a necessity, by their various 
methods of convincing farmers that they 
can do better by shipping themselves. 
The easy way, the right way and the way 
the farmers prefer to ship grain is by the 
elevators doing it for them. Members 
of both houses say that elevator com
panies buying wheat on a big margin,get 
the cream of the profits, and give little or 
nothing back. They pay no large num
ber of employees like railroad companies, 
or give other returns. A blind horse and 
a single agent with a buildiug of incon
siderable cost comprises the outfit that 
gets more privileges and makes more 
money than any other business in the 
state. In the absence of any other 
scheme, the license of $100 on every ele
vator is growing in favor, as one certain 
method of obtaining some revenues for 
the state treasury. 

THK legislature does not seem inclined 
to boar its part of the responsibility of 
cutting down expenses. The tendency is 
rather to throw the burden on the gov
ernor's veto. This, if true, is not a fair 
deal. The vote on ''.he bill for a deaf and 
dumb school at Devils Lake illustrated 
this. The impression generally prevails 
that the governor will veto this appro
priation bill, as he must, to be consistent 
with the veto of tbe agricultural college 
bill, and to keep in line with his messages 
on the subject of reducing expenses. 
Members voted for the bill believing, no 
doubt, that it would be vetoed anyway. 
The governor is standing like a rock on 
this subject and ought to have the hearty 
support of the members, instead of their 
throwing the burdens all on his shoul
ders. He knows as well as any one that 
North Dakota is not bankrupt, has 
property and resources for ten times the 
present state debt, yet the constitutional 
limit of .?200.000 prohibits the issuing of 
warrants on the treasury under any cir
cumstances and for any purpose over 
that, amount. This bar is there, it is be
fore us, and what are we going to do 
about it? There is no use trying to ig
nore it, or dodge it. Some have attempt
ed to criticise Governor Miller's strong 
message urging the co-operation of the 
legislature in keeping down expenses, 
because of the unfavorable notoriety it 
gives to the state abroad. The very fact 
that we are restricted bv tins constitu
tional limit will help our credit abroad. 
Capitalists know that investments 
are much safer ^ith a limit on reckless 
expenditures in the early stages of state
hood. It will be all the better for the 
new state to have this protection from 
extravagance and hasty legislation. 

THE love affairs of any lady, old or 
young, are seldom proper matters for 
dull and leaden type to meddle with, but 
it is an unusaally delicate thing to men
tion that a young white lady has an 
affair of the heart witli a colored "gent'-
mun." With Othello it was all right,for 
he was only tanned and wore a hide 
browned by wars for his country, and by 
suns that discolored nothing but the 
most extraneous cuticle. Still, with 
Shakespere's rarest treatment, the tale 
of those lovers developed much shady 
and obscure details, discovered frequent 
cisterns for foul toads to knot and gen
der in. But the African who won tbe 
pale face lady in Jacksonville, Illinoie, 
had nothing in common with the Moor 
except jealousy, that in thick or diluted 
portions seems to accompany every love 
match. 

The circumstauces for a thunderous 
social thrill in this case were propitious. 
Jacksonville is the centor of the wealth, 
educational, religions and charitable in
stitutions of its state. All are in full 
blast during the winter, and there is no 
doubt but the sensation of the town's 
existence was had over the shooting 
affray which followed the arrival of the 
dusky lover, and his fit of insane rage at 
the disclosure that white rivals were 
there, or thereabonts. 

Nothing but the infirmity of human 
nature can step in and clear away such 
mysterious affinities as these. Only some 
sudden reappearance of a trait of char
acter, long hidden and never once sus
pected and not to lie beholden to. can 

answer for this strange preference; or 
else the general backwardness and slower 
development in tbe evolution from our 
arboreal ancestors, of tho sex. 

SOMK figures of more than usual inter
est to the people of this state, as well as 
to those of the Twin Cities, were evolved 
by tbe Pioneer Press of Tuesday. The 
difference in cost of coal at Dulutli and 
St. Paul aud Minneapolis was under 
discussion, with reference to an inquiry 
as to tho relative advantages of the 
points for manufacturing purposes. It 
was shown that Illinois soft coal only 
costs 82.85 per 'on at St. Paul or Minne> 
apolis: Pittsburg $-1 p^r ton. At 
Duluth, Pittsb,iu •->»• 1 costs to the man
ufacturer 82.7") per ton. The freight to 
St. Paul from Dulath is 81 per ton, and 
loading and unloading in cars 25 cents. 
The best soft coal in Chicago costs 81.75, 
and Pittsburg coal costs 83.25. 

The simple fact confronts North Da
kota that Pittsburg coal costs at Duluth 
83 per ton, loaded on cars ready to be 
hauled west. When it gets to James
town, 34(5 miles, the cost to the settler is 
$10 per ton. Dealers claim they make 
about $1 per ton for handling. The rest 
of the profit goes for the transportation 
Five companies handle all the coal con
sumed in the northwest and in St. Paul 
and Minneapolis. Their combination is 
one of the strongest on record. 

The northwest can never expect to 
manufacture its wool, its wheat, its flax 
and its other products, if fuel costs so 
much for transportation, as these figures 
shotv. The only remedy is to develop 
the production of the inferior, but vastly 
cheaper, coal mines of our own state 
Here is a field for legislation worthy of 
statesmen. 

THK great hue and cry about North 
Dakota being a broken bankrupt is 
all wrong. South Dakota telegrams to 
the eastern press try to make North Da
kota out as a wrecked coMnmnity finan
cially. This is to cover the fact that 
South Dakota is in bad shape in reality 
herself. There are single counties in 
South Dakota owing more than the 
whole state of North Dakota. We are 
rich instead of poor. A glance at oyr 
resconrces will satisfy anyone on tbat 
point. One crop will put all the pin-
money needed for expenses into the 
treasury. A little reasonable legislation 
now. in making persons and corporations 
pay taxes, which they have heretofore 
declined to pay, or sneaked out of, is all 
that is necessary. The « remedy lies 
within easy reach of the farmer's legisla
ture. But that body takes so much 
time in trying to pocket, without being 
criticised, per diem for tbe nineteen days 
recess; wrangling over the salaries of 
janitors, watchmen and clerks; buzzing 
about an early adjournment etc., that the 
state's legitimate intersts seem to have 
but poor show for even a perfunctory 
consideration. There are evidently many 
of the members who never expect to be 
sent back to the legislature again, and 
if a candid opinion could be obtained, 
it would admit that they never ought to 
bp. 

THERF. is said to be a chance for au ar
gument over the statement that the 
Fargo agricultural college bill has be
come a law, despite the governor's veto. 
It is claimed that his veto should have 
been within three days after tho senate 
adjourned or took a recess, which ever 
was done. Tbe constitution provides 
that a bill may become a law with the 
governor's signature, if deposited with 
the secretary of state lifteen days after 
adjournment of the legislature. The 
senate was not in session three days 
after its last adjournment. Tbe matter 
will be referred to precedents for infor
mation. The constitution never contem
plated such a prolonged recess as the 
legislature has taken. 

THE Pierre liar who is reporting af
fairs for some eastern papers that can 
only be learned of at Bismarck, should 
be muzzled, ills latest effort, that 
North Dakota had defaulted on the pay-
menl of its bond interest, is a fair 
sample of what he can do on a pinch. He 
has worked off on the Twin City press 
more fakes than all other western cor
respondents combined and it would seem 
that it n'as about time for some manag
ing editor, who knows his business, to 
choke off the fakir's wind. 

SENATOR PIEHOE informs the Washing
ton correspondent of the Pioneer Press 
that North Dakota's credit will not lie 
affected in New York on account of a 
default in iuterest due Jan. 1. How is 
this? Treasurer Booker says there was 
no default. Yet Senator Pierce lets us 
know better, but calms all fears by re
assurances that it will come out all right. 
State Senator La Moure ought to investi
gate tbe charges. 

A xiECf: of Senator Stewart of Nevada, 
made her debut as an actress last week 
before a sympathetic collection of fash
ionable people in Washington. She ap
peared as bright as one of tbe silver 
senator's recent dollars that is dumped 
into the vaults for storage, and the in-

I ventory of her clothes shows that she is 
! up in her bnsiness of wearing them. The 

• peroration of the petticoat was triumpb-
! ant to the last, 
j — 
I I'r.oiM.r. out on the Pacific coast are 
| freezing in a snow storcn of wide extent. 
| North Dakota seems to be tbe only state 
I which has the bad name, while all the 
others get the "game." . 

RESIDENTS of the northern destitute 
districts are eugaged in a nasty row over 
the distribution of donations, which is 
being aired in the local press. 

WATKU WAV WlHI»OM. 

Senator C. K. Davis Show* Tliere Is 
Nothing Hiiutll About what, the 
Northwest Wunta—itig Speech I'or 
llig (Hume. 
Tbe reputation of Senator C. K. Davis 

as an orator is something claimed by the 
new northwest in toto, and not alone by 
tho people of the North Star state. Last 
Friday he delivered au address on the 
advantages of the great lakes as a water 
way, and tbe relations of this track of 
commerce to the future development of 
both the United States and Canada. Ills 
points were presented from the elevated 
national look-out, a station proper and 
usual for senatorial expressions to be 
launched, and the felicity with wbich ho 
discussed his theme showed well enough 
for an almost untried member. He gar
nished his topic with historical refer
ences, larding dry details and fulsome 
figures with a period or two that com
pelled digestion. 

If tbe senator's circle of western bene 
fits had on'v shown a wider scope, if his 
periphery of great advantages had ex 
tended beyond its western extremity at 
Duluth, the record would have been 
indeed a grand one for the time passed 
in its making, und North Dakota people 
would have been cheering instead of 
doing something more arduous and less 
enthusiastic in this winter of our Lord. 
But the importance of the unobstructed 
water navigation of the great lakes is as 
vita! in the general scheme of develop
ment of the country as ever, even if the 
benefits lag for this region and congre
gate for that. Tbe Alert re-prints a few 
extracts of the senator's speech as being 
of interest to readers in this state. The 
particular bill under consideration was 
the one appropriating nearly five and 
a half million dollars for a new lock at 
the fallB of tbe St. Mary's river, and for 
deepening the Hay Lake channel. Re
ferring to petitions from the cities of 
Cleveland, St. Paul and Duluth, praying 
for congressional aid in this matter, Mr. 
Davis said; 

It is my purpose to submit to the sen
ate, somewhat at large, the views which 
are correctly entertained upon this sub
ject by these great constituencies. The 
distance from the city of New York to 
Duluth, at the head of Lake Superior, is 
1,400 miles, of which 800 miles are deep 
water navigation, by way of the great 
lakes. The only outlet from Lake Su
perior is the St. Mary's river, which is 75 
miles in length. Tbe fall in this distance 
is 20 feet and 4 incbes, and of this 18 feet 
and 2 inches are at the falls. The only 
channel now navigable is, for the first 35 
miles below that place, so tortuous that 
passage through it at night is unsafe and 
is not attempted. For the remainder of 
the distance to Lake Huron tbe naviga
tion is good. For more than two hundred 
years this avenue of water communica
tion has been in use by civilized man. 
The genius of Colbert, who in his life
time advanced France from the stagnan
cy of semi-feudalism to predominance in 
the greater portion of North America 
and to rivalry with England on the 
ocean, was operative throughout the 
vast region that stretches from Quebec 
to the upper Mississippi river, and the 
beginnings of traffic were made along 
this route more than two centuries ago. 
In 1679 Daniel Greyselon Duluth thus 
transported bis merchandise from Que
bec, and built a trading post near tbe 
site of the city wbich perpetuates his 
name. The day of batteaux and 
portages passed away, and the demands 
of the modern instrumentalities of com
merce were asserted by the commence 
ment by the state of Michigan in 1852 of 
tbe first lock at the Sault. This struc
ture was opened for business in 1855. 
The first year's tonnage through the lock 
was 100,00 tons. Iu 1880 it was 1,700,000 
tons. This frieght was chiefly the iron 
ore of the Lake Superior mines, which 
were even then supplying one-third of 
the ore for the total pig-iron production 
of tbe United States. 

The improvement of the Hay Lake 
channel is a necessary complement to 
the construction of tbe new lock. This 
channel leaves the present navigable 
channel about two and a half miles be
low tbe canal, is about 15 miles in length 
and rejoins the present navigable chan
nel at the foot of Sugar Uland. Its ad
vantage and necessity are tbat it short
ens the distance between tbe two lakes 
11 miles out of 60; that it will allow the 
passage of vessels of 20 feet draught, and 
will afford a channel navigable by night, 
which is impossible by the present cir
cuitous route. 

A few comparative statements will 
illustrate the importance of these reenlts. 
In 1888 the entries at and clearances 
from the port of New Orleans were 1,448-
G48. 

During the same year the registered 
tonnage locked through the St. Mary's 
canal was 6,411,423 tons. The United 
States expended six and one-half mil
lions of dollars in deepening the channel 
at the mouth of the Mississippi river and 
into the Gulf. In this it did wisely. The 
work once done, a new era of piosjierity 
began in the south. 

The number of vessels engaged in the 
commerce of tbe Great Lakes is stated 
to be 2,499. They represent an invest
ment of nearly $50,000,000. None of these 
that draw over 16'^ feet, can engage to 
their fall capacity in the enormous traffic 
of Lake Snperior. 

Consider tbe commerce of a single 
city during the year 1889—the city of 
Duluth. The shipments of iron ore front 
that point were 826,814 tons, as against 
504,110 tons in 1888, an increase of 320,-
000 tons in one year. Six years ago that 
region was utterly uninhabited. It is 
now the seat of great mining operations 
which are rapidly increasing. It is 
traversed by railroads, and cities have 
sprung up in the wilderness. 

The wheat received and shipped ffitnt 
tbat port in 1880 was 3.021.837 bushels. 
There were received 17,310,605 bushels in 
1889. Tbe shipments of flour m 1883 
were 85)1,800 barrels; in 1889 they were 
2.020,953 barrels. The elevator capacity 
is 19,500.000 bushels. 

Tn IMS?, ili" coal receipts at lUtliith 

were 420,000 tons, as against 1,045,000 
tons in 1889. The arrivals and clearances 
of vessels at this port in 1889 were 2,554 
vessels, of registered tounage 2,475,195, 
as against 1,808 vessels in 1888, of regis
tered tonnage 1,372,233 tons. In this 
period tbe averge registered capacity of 
the vessels increased from 761 tons to 
965 tons. In the four years ending with 
18 -9 that increase was 204 tons. 

The length of dock line is 16.27 miles; 
t!it> length of dock face is 115.30 miles. 

1'his is but the statement of the com 
morco of a single city. That of Snperior 
Ashland, Houghton, Marquette, Onton
agon, and other ports, in which is com
prised tbe enormous output of tbe iron 
and copper mines of Wisconsin Hnd 
Michigan, goes to make up the vast ag
gregate expressed by the statistics or tie 
operations of tl,n canal and lock. 

In 1887 the i • charged for transport
ing merchandi >m Buffalo to Duluth 
averaged 30 pe, .it, more than from 
Buffalo to Chicago, the distances being 
substantially equal. The larger the ves
sel the less the freight charge is a general 
rule. But the largest vessels now upon 
the lakes can not engage in the Lake 
Superior trade.. Their draught is too 
great to pass the lock when loaded to 
their full capacity. Yet tbe increasing 
demand for tonnage upon the Great 
Lakes has given an extraordinary im
pulse to the building of iron and wooden 
ships. In 1887 there were under con
struction in tho ship yards of the lakes 
sixteen steamers, to cost 8200,000 each, 
and nineteen steamers to cost 8135,000 
cach, representing an investment in one 
year of 85,675,000, more than enough to 
finish the lock and improve tho Hay 
Lake Channel. 

This great way is in a most inadequate 
state of development. Yet, even in its 
present condition it carries more freight 
than any other artifical water way on the 
planet—more than the Erie canal; more, 
daily, than the Suez Canal. 

In 1888, 4,952,942, tons of freight were 
transported over the Erie canal. During 
the same year the actual freight tonnage 
through the Sault canal was <>,411,423 
tons. 

The Suez Canal cost nearly oue hun
dred millions of dollars. It is the high
way of all nations. It revolutionized all 
of the processes of intercourse between 
the east and tbe west. Its political, mili
tary, and commercial influence is of more 
importance than all the wars that have 
been fought for the possession of the 
East—that highest prize of commerce. 
Yet its average daily tonnage for the 
year 1888 was less than that of the Sault 
Ste. Marie Canal. 

The number of vessels tbat traversed 
the Suez Canal in 1888 was 3,440. In the 
same year 7,803 vessels passed through 
the Sault Ste. Marie Canal, and this 
number increased in 1889 to 9,579 ves
sels. 

The discovery or construction of uew 
maritime routes has often changed the 
orbits of commerce, has exalted or de
pressed nations, and has crushed trading 
and carrying monopolies. 

The discovery of the way to Asia by 
the Cape of (rood Hope destroyed the 
overland trade with the East, annihilat
ed the commercial and political ascen
dency of Venice,introduced the products 
of Europe into regions so remote that 
they were known only by the fables of 
travelers, and imposed upon India the 
dominion of European power. 

The immediate effect of the first op
erations of tbe Erie canal was to expand 
the settled area of the United States 
over a region larger than tbe original 
thirteen States of the Union. 

The construction of the Suez Canal 
effected another revolution. Commerce 
abandoned the passage by the Cape of 
Good Hope. It assured tbe perpetua
tion in India of the imperial system of 
England. It enforced the threat of Dis
raeli that he would marshal the Sepoy 
on the fields of European war. It sub
dued the eastern coast of Africa so that 
Stanley on arriving at Zanzibar stood 
within the outworks of civilization. 

At this moment American genius and 
enterprise are at work upon a more feas
ible undertaking, and the completion 
within a few years of the Nicaragua 
canal will work a greater change iH 
maritime routes, and create more com
merce than has ever been accomplished 
by any similar work of man. 

Navigable streams are so vital to na
tions that they often produce civilization. 
Tbey always make it possible and always 
infinitely extend it. The oldest civilza-
tion of the world was "the gift of the 
Nile." The new civilization of Africa 
will be the gift of tbe Congo. So vital 
are tbe great streams felt to be by hu
man instinct that the decisive battle for 
empire are almost invariably fought in 
their valleys. Man, as a fighting ani
mal, instinctively attacks and defends 
them. They are the strategic lines of • 
war aud peace. i 

The forces of the Union were the'1 

Armies of the Potomac, of the James, of ; 
the Tennessee, of the Cumberland, of the 
Ohio. No substitute for the water way 
has ever been able to annual their poli
tical and commercial importance. Tbe 
railways have not done it. The Missis
sippi river is paralleled by them from St. 
Paul to tbe Gulf of Mexico. Tbe steam
boat has, it is true, largely become a 
tbing of tbe pasL and yet the fact tbat 
there is tbe river and there is the steam
boat is a check upon extortionate rail- ; 
road rates that no effort, of consolidation ! 
or other contrivance has ever been able . 
to control. 

The general benefit of this work can- \ 
not lie questioned. Its especial and im 1 

mediate importance to the country west 
and southwest from Lake Snperior 
is such as to entitle the demnnds of that 
region for its speedy construction to the 
most liberal consideration. The overland 
commerce of the United States moves 
from tide water to tide water over sever
al parallel systems. 

What is this region which within a few 
years has been developed into great 
political communities, and has become 
a tiew agency in our national prosperity? 
It includes the states of Minnesota, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana 
and Washington, containing 448,133 
square miles of territory and 3,000,000 
of inhabitants. It is rich in grain, herds 
forests, and minerals. Its fields are not' 
one-tenth occupied. Its mines are as 
yet only in the preliminary stage of pro
ductiveness. The instrumentalities of 
our present civilization are BUCII that, 
whereas states formerly grew, they now 
become such by an almost, instantaneous 
process, as timo is measured in tbe life 
of nations. Under such processes I hose 
states have appeared. They have the 
right to their natural advantages, and 
among them all not one is greater than 
the right to use to it* fullest extent this 
great northern waterway to the ocea 
which Providence, in prepaiing this 
region for man and his institutions, en-

A Fact 
\A/ORTII knowing ia that, blood dU-
v v eases which all other remedies fail 

:o cure, yield to Ayer's Sui-siiparllU. 
Fresh coulinnu. 
tion of tliis state., 

i tuent colues to 
hand daily. Kveu 
such deep-seatel 
anil stubborn coui. 
plaints as Jtlicii-
matlsiu, Ulieiitiiti,-
tic Gout, ami t!n> 
like, are thorough
ly eradicated hy 
the use or this w*< >u-
derful ill t <• r; 41 I \o. 

Mrs. It .  Irving 
l>ixlge, 110 West.  
l ' .Titli  s treet.  Ne'Y 
York, eertit ies :  

"  Aliout two years nsjo, after sulTeria j  
for nearly two years from rheumatic: 
gout,  being jihle to walk oil!y with gre:it  
discomfort,  nud having tried various 
remedies, including mineral waters,  
without,  relief,  I  saw by un advertise, 
ment in a Chicago paper'"that a man had 
been relieved of this distressing com
plaint.  after long suffering, l>v taking 
Ayer's Siirsn par il ia 1 then decided to 
make a trial of this medicine, aud took 
it.  regularly for eight mouths. I  am 
pleased to say that i t  effected a com
plete cure, and that I have since had no 
return of thedisea.se. ' '  ,  

.tfrs. L, A .  Stark. Nashua. X 11., 
writes: "One year ago 1 was taken ilf 
with rheumatism, being confined to my 
house six months. I came out of the 
sickness very much debilitated, with no 
appetite, and my system disordered in 
every way. I commenced to use Ayer's 
Barsaparilla and began to improve at 
once, gaining in strength and soon re> 
covering my usual health. I cannot say 
too much iu praise of this well-known 
medicine." 

" I have taksn a great deal of medi
cine, but nothing lias done me so 
much good as Ayer's Sarsaparilla. I 
felt its beneficial effects before I had 
quite finished one bottle, and I cau 
freely testify that it is the best blood-
medicine I know of." —L. W. Ward, Sr., 
Woodland, Texas. 

Ayer's Sarsaparilla, 
PREPARED BY 

Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mats. 
Pric« $1; aix bottles, $5. Worth |S i bottta. 

tended nearly half way across the conti
nent. 

But, these states tire rot, alone concern
ed. Omaha is nearer to Dnluth thun it 
is to Chicago, aud the state of Nebraska 
is deeply interested in the enjoyment of 
these natural advantages. Tbe same ia 
true of Wyoming. By present lines of 
communication San Francisco is 100 
miles nearer to Duluth than it is to 
Chicago. Railway construction now in 
progress will shorten the distance be
tween Duluth and Puget Sound to 1,800 
miles, thus bringing tbat great haven 
within that distance of the navigable 
waters hat flow into the Atlantic ocean. 
This will place the city of New York 
within 10.."i00 miles of Canton. By the 
Suez canal it is now distant 20,500 miles 
nnd by the Capo of Good Hope 22,500 
miles, while London by the Suez route 
is 18.000 from Canton. 

Were positions changed so tbat Eng
land in her determined attempt to en
gross the commerce of the world, stood 
in the place of the United States with 
such an element of power and commerce 
as this, not a dollar would be spared, not 
a subsidy would be wanting, not sin hour 
would be wasted in developing it. to its 
fullest, capacity. This lock would have 
been built long ago. This channel would 
have been deepened. The Canadian 
canals would have been enlarged, and 
oeenn vessels won id now be plying be
tween Liverpool and the head of Lake 
Snnerior. 

That along the :.l,0iK) miles of boundary 
which distinguishes but can not sepa
rate these homogeneous peoples forts 
should confront, forts; the armies, great 
or small, should occupy the strategic 
points of either country: that armored 
ships should lie in wait, as they now do, 
for reprisals and war; that hostile com
mercial legislation or hostile executive 
action should be the i>olIcy of either 
country; that either government should 
waste thousands of dollars for every dol
lar of petty and transient advantage 
gained; is a condition of affairs pu» elv bar
baric. These our neighbors have, with 
Poman energy, achieved stupendous re
sults in creating their northern empire. 
Let its take care that we do not inspire 
them towards ns with an implacable 
Carthaginian hatred, 

ONB ENJOYS 
Both the method and results when 
Syrup of Figs is taken; it is pleasant 
and refreshing to the taste, and acts 
gently yet promptly on the Kidneys, 
Liver and Bowels, cleanses the sys
tem effectually, dispels colds, head
aches and fevers and cures habitual 
constipation. Syrup of Figs is the 
only remedy of its kind ever pro
duced, pleasing to the taste ana ac
ceptable to the stomach, prompt in 
it* action and truly beneficial in its 
effects, prepared only from the most 
healthy and agreeable substances, 
its many excellent qualities com
mend it to all aad have made it 
the most popular remedy known, 

•up of Figs is for sale in 50c 
bottles by all leading drug

gists. Any reliable druggist who 

Syrup 
and $1 bottles b 

may not have it on hand will pro
cure it promptly for any one who 
wishes to try it. Do not accept 
any substitute. 
CALIFORNIA FIB SYRUP CO. 

8AM FRANCISCO, CAL. 
IMUISmiE, KV. NEW YORK, ft.ft' 
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