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AT WORK IN NORTH DAKOTA. 
The Government Irrigation Com

mission Begins its Investiga
tion in North Dakota. 

The City Artesian Well ami 
Work at the Asylum In

spected Today. 

An Outline of What has been 
Done and What will 

be Done. 

Uncle Sam's Water Witches 
Wrestling with the Water 

Supply Question. 

The Irrigation Committee Arrives. 

The government irrigation commission 
arrived at Jamestown Thurday night and 
has been busy all day arranging neces
sary details for the prosecution of the 
work of investigation in this Held. The 
members of the commission who are here 
are Col. E. S. Nettleton of Washington, 
D. C., supervising engineer of the United 
States geological survey, who has been 
temporarily transferred by the secretary 
of the interior to the agricultural de
partment and detailed to take charge of 
this work, Prof. Robt. Hay of Junction 
City Kansas, state geologist, and a gen
tleman who has done some work on the 
government geological survey, Prof. G. 
S. Culver, professor of geology at the 
Vermillion university, South Dakota, 
who has charge of geological surveys 
in the Dakotas, and J. B. Green well of 
Washington, stenographer and clerk of 
the commission. Col. Nettleton is at the 
head of the commission and has entire 
charge of its work. 

The commission has been in South Da 
kota several days. They selected Huron 
for headquarters and organized a work
ing force to cover that state. They ex
amined the two Huron wells and yester
day Col. Nettleton and Prof. Culver took 
an early tram for Hitchcok, examined 
the well at that point, which was found 
to have a pressure of 154 pounds to the 
square inch, and came on into North Da
kota on the passenger with the rest of 
the commission. 
. The commission will make a careful 
investigation of the artesian wells and 
artesian basin of the state, and ascertain 
the practicability of artesian irrigation, 
collecting and embodying in their report, 
also, such facts and data as are obtaina* 
ble respecting wells now in operation, 
the formation gone through in drilling 
them and the practical results of irriga
tion already tried. The main points to 
be investigated and reported upon are the 
extent of the artesian basin and the 
practicability of irrigation by artesian 
wells. This report will be made, through 
the agricultural department, to the pres
ent congress, and upon it the action of 
congress in the matter of an irrigation 
appropriation for the Dakotas will be al
most wholly based. It is the purpose of 
this commission to complete a condensed 
history of every artesian well in the 
plains region. Especial investigation 
will be made of results from wells which 
are used for irrigation. To facilitate 
this work blanks have been prepared for 
use by field agents and others from 
whom data is desired. Pending the 
work in the field a force will be kept 
busy in Washington completing re
ports, perfecting maps, etc., nnder 
the immediate supervision of As
sistant Secretary Willets. It is ex
pected that Secretary Rusk will per
sonally visit many points in the arid re
gion while the investigation is in prog
ress. All field work will begin at once. 
Field agents are required to submit their 
reports to the department between the 
10th and 15th of June, and all geological 
reports must be submitted by the 25th 
of the same month. The full report of 
the commission must be completed July 
1st. 

It was was the intention of the com
mission when they left South Dakota to 
go from Jamestown to Devils Lake and 
thence west on the Manitoba road. This 
program will probably be somewhat 
changed. Col. Nettleton informed an 
Alert reporter this afternoon that when 
the commission leaves Jamestown they 
will probably go west as far as Glendive, 
stopping off at Bismarck, Mandan and 
other points. It will be necessary on 
».hia trip to make frequent stops to ob
serve the geological formation and ar
rangements are now being made for a 
special engine and car for the commission 
in order that their work may lie expedit
ed. Railroad Commissioner Underbill is 
endeavoring to make this arrangement. 
They will probably go west in tte morn
ing. They will probably reach James
town returning from this western trip, 
Tuesday and will then proceed up the 
Jamestown & Northern to Devils Lake 
and into the Manitoba country. 

The investigation of the committee 
will include the basin extending from the 

Canadian border to tbe Gulf coast, but 
the Dakotas form the central field and 
to them will be devoted the most atten
tion. Col. Nettleton and Prof. Hay will 
not remain long in North Dakota. From 
the Manitoba line they will move south
ward examining the various basins with 
the aid of local engineers and experts. 
They will be in South Dakota again in a 
week and expect to reach Denver, May 
15th. From there they will go to south
western Kansas and northern Texas. 
Prof. Hay will spend two weeks in Kansas. 
Col. Nettleton expects to be in Wash
ington early in June, but sayB he will 
return to North Dakota after his trip 
into the south. 

The work in North Dakota had not 
been mauped out this afternoon 
but will be later in the day. T. S. 
Underbill of Stark county, one of,the 
state railroad commissioners, the chair
man of the Alliance irrigation committee 
and a gentleman who has devoted 
considerable time and study to 
the irrigation question, is the 
field agent for North Dakota. He 
arrived in the city last night and is in 
consultation with tbe commission today. 
He will collect data in regard to wells, 
irrigation experiments, etc., for the com
mission and from his intimate acquaint
ance with the country, his advice and 
counsel will have great weight in direct
ing their movements. The geological 
surveys for the two Dakotas are in 
charge of Prof. Culver, Prof. Hay having 
general supervision of the work in that 
department throughout the whole region 
in which the commission will pursue its 
investigations. Prof. Culver has not yet 
selected his headquarters for North Da
kota work, but intimated that James
town would be the place. He said. "I 
suppose I could reach all points more 
readily from Fargo, but Jamestown is 
nearer the country to which our inves
tigations will more particularly apply." 
His report must be made by June 25th, 
and he only expects to be in North Da
kota two weeks. The professoi is well 
acquainted with geological formations in 
North Dakota, having made a trip 
through the state last year for his own 
personal information. 

The commission examined the city ar
tesian well this morning, ascertaining its 
pressure, flow and the temperature 
of the water, and this afternoon were 
driven to t i-a asylum by Fred Clark to 
continue their investigation at the wells 
there. Foreman Cowan, who superin
tended the drilling of the city artesian 
well, is in charge of drilling operations 
at the asylum, and Col. Nettleton ex
pects to obtain from him valuable in
formation as to the various stata passed 
through in the course of the drilling. 

Domesticating Buffaloes. 
Casselton Reporter: The buffaloes on 

the stock farm of Win. Weaver, south of 
this city, are quite a local attraction, 
drawing many visitors to the farm. Mr. 
Weaver is crossing these buffalo (a bull 
and a cow) with bis fine herd of black 
polled angus cattle, the robes from the 
half bloods being particularly fine and 
valuable, and the meat commands a 
fancy price in the city markets. Mr. 
Weaver recently purchased his buffaloes 
in Kansas, where the crossing with do
mestic cattle is a success, and there is 
no doubt that his undertaking here—the 
"native heath" of the buffalo—will prove 
both successful and remunerative. The 
buffaloes are quite tame and contented 
with their new surroundings, though the 
bull at present is rather unsociable. 

Playing; Horse with Editor Wood. 
The boys at New Rockford have been 

having fun with Alfred E. Wood, well 
known in Jamestown. He was made the 
victim of a practical joke which the 
Transcript thus relates: 

Considerable sport was furnished this 
week over the fall of a few moustaches. 
Several failed to recognize W. C. Dres
ser which opened a way for practical 
jokes that was utilized to an unlooked-
for success. The best joke of all was on 
A. E. Wood, who arrived in the city, on 
Wednesday, and was soon introduced 
to "Mr. Wilson, of the Pioneer Press" by 
Dr. MacLachlan. Both being newspa
per men they took kindly to one anoth
er, dived deep into the recesses of 
politics and business, and later on Mr. 
Wood piloted "Mr. Wilson" to the 
Transcript office to introduce him into 
the presence of a country editor and 
printehop. The scribe happened to be 
out and before the meeting was put onto 
the racket by a select few who were 
watching the progress of the joke. A 
meeting occurred in front of Hohl & 
Hanson's store and with a sweeping 
bow accompanied with Delsarte move
ments in both arms Mr. Wood introduc
ed "Mr. Wilson, of the Pioneer Press," 
A half-dozen county officers and busi
ness men, were in front of Attorney 
Cleary's office to witness the polite in
troduction. The scribe invited the 
gentlemen to the sanctum, but Mr. 
Wood profuse with excuses promised to 
meet with us in half an hour, and drop
ped over to see what was the cause of the 
uproarious hilarity among the boys. He 
soon found out, and a person more crest
fallen and humiliated would be difficult 
to imagine. He sat down fiat on the 
ground, leaned back against the build
ing murmuring "Dresser-Wilson," 
"Wilson-Dresser," expectorated occas
ionally, nnd the mantle of night found 
him in the same position discussing with 
himself the perplexing question "is life 
worth the living." 

THEY'VE GONE TO GLENDIVE. 
The United States Irrigation 

Commission Went West 
This Morning. 

They will Iteturu Here Tuesday 
and go into the Mani

toba Country. 

Investigating the Kxtent of the 
Basin au«l Source of Ar

tesian Supply. 

What They did While in James
town—Result of the City Well 

Investigation. 

Off for Glendive. 
The irrigation committee mapped out 

its work in North Dakota Friday. 
The investigation in Jamestown has been 
completed, for the present, and the com
mission went west this morning on No. 
1. They will go through to Sims without 
a stop. It was not decidedly settled that 
they would stop there, but they will 
probably inspect the coal mine at that 
place in their search for points. Rail
road Commissioner Underbill has ar
ranged with Superintendent Phelan, of 
the Missouri division, for a special car 
and engine to take the commission from 
Sims to Glendive, which is as far west as 
they will go on the Northern Pacific. 
The time of the commission is limited 
and the object of this arrangement is to 
permit them to stop off along the line 
to examine local formations and move on 
again without having to wait a day each 
time for a train. It will greatly expedite 
the work and is appreciated by the com
mission. They will examine rock ex
posures, the bearing of strata on the 
basin and anything that will throw light 
on the source of water or the extent of 
the artesian basin. 

The commission will not stop at Bis
marck or Mandan going out, but will 
stop at the latter place on the return. 
Prof. Culver will visit Bismarck later and 
investigate the 1.500 foot dry hole sunk 
there several years ago. Col. Nettleton 
says he is just as much interested in dry 
holes as in fiowing wells, because he 
wants to learn why they were failures 
and must report upon them. 

Col. Nettleton says the commission 
will return to Jamestown Tuesday morn
ing and will then proceed up the James
town & Northern to Devils Lake. They 
will go west on the Manitoba as far as 
Ft. Berthold, and then move southward 
again. 

The object of these westward trips 
is to locate the artesian basin definitely, 
establish its boundaries, and ascertain 
the source of the water. It is of the 
utmost importance that this knowledge 
should be gained, as it will form the 
basis of tbe report. If the source is 
found to be such that the supply will be 
inexhaustible, as will most likely be the 
case, then artesian irrigation will only 
be a question of expense and the recom
mendation of the commission such as to 
secure us a liberal government appropri-
tion. This is not official; it is simply 
what must result in the logic of eyents. 
The commission is making a hasty trip, 
as it needs must do to complete its work 
in the time specified. Prof. Culver will 
go over the ground again and complete 
the geological survey. He expects to put 
in a day or 6o examining formations 
about Jamestown. 

What Tliey dill Here. 

The commission tested the city arte
sian well yesterday. It showed a pres
sure of 95 pounds to to the square inch, 
a fiow of 537 gallons per minute and the 
temperature of the water was found to 
be 72 degrees. The measure of the vol
ume of water discharged from the well 
was not made under the most favorable 
circumstances and several of the com
mission were heard to remark that the 
fiow was probabiy nearer 600 gallons in 
reality. Tfye test was made with a weir, 
the water flowing from the hydrant at 
the corner west of the well. Col. Nettle
ton thinks we have a wonderful well 
here. Considering the fact that the well 
at the bottom is only a 3^ inch hole, he 
thinks the fiow remarkable. "If the well 
were as big at the bottom as at the top," 
he said, "the flow would be nearly 2,000 
gallons per minute." 

At the asylum the commission did not 
discover as much as they expected to. 
Mr. Cowan did cot keep a written record 
of the formations gone through with in 
the city well and could not give the ex
act figures of the depth of different 
strata. This was a disappointment to 
Col. Nettleton, who states that mathe
matical exactness in such matters is ab
solutely necessary to give such data 
value for their purposes. It is under
stood, however, that Mr. Cowan promised 
to keep a record of the asylum well for 
their benefit. 

Personal Taxes Must be Paitl. 
Mandan Pioneer: Quite a number of 

the people of this county don't seem to 
care whether their personal tax is paid 

. «... ' .. , 

or not, and hundreds of dollars every 
year remain unpaid. In the past there 
has been practically no way to collect 
this tax. But the law has been changed. 
Now it becomes the duty of the county 
auditor in June to Hie a copy of a list of 
the delinquents with the clerk of the 
district court, and within ten days of the 
filing of this copy the sheriff of the 
county serves a citation on each delin
quent, requiring him to appear on the 
first day of the general term of the dis
trict court and suow cau»e why he should 
not pay the tax and penalty. If he fails 
to pay the tax and penalty or to show 
good reason why he should not, judg
ment is entered up against him, and he 
is made to pay. There are no exempt
ions against such an obligation, and 
payment must be made if the delinqiient 
has anything to seize. It is only fair 
that if personal property is taxed every 
one should pay his share. It is a matter 
of satisfaction to those who are in the 
habit of paying their taxes that the new 
law is on the statute books. 

A May Snow Storm. 
A slight spitting of snow occurred Sat

urday afternoon. Early in the evening 
a light fall set in and continued over 
twelve hours, the moderate temperature 
of yesterday morning changing it to a 
drizzling rain which continued at inter
vals throughout the day. The snow was 
damp, melted rapidly and had entirely 
disappeared before last night. Early 
yesterday morning the ground was 
mantled with snow, varying greatly in 
depth, at different places. The fall is 
variously estimated at from two to four 
inches. Considering the fact that much 
of it melted as it fell, the latter figure is 
about right. At this time of year such a 
fall of snow is generally considered pref
erable to a rain. The full amount of 
moisture is evenly distributed over the 
ground with the most beneficial result to 
the grain already seeded. 

Speaking of late snow falls, B. S. Rus
sell says that in the past they have al
ways been followed by big crops. Snow 
fell last year on the 14th of May. The 
fall was very light, however. ;In 1882 and 
18S3, when big crops were raised, there 
were heavy snows in May; in the former 
year as late as the 20th; in the latter on 
the 9th. Mr. Russell remembers that in 
1880 North Dakota was visited with a 
heavy snow storm between the 20th and 
23rd of April, the whole country between 
Fargo and Bismarck being covered to a 
depth of twelve or fourteen inches. He 
thinks this will be a good crop year. This 
late snow is one thing upon which that 
opinion is based. Then, too, he lays 
great stress upon the fact that the snow 
fall in the Rocky mountains has been 
heavier this winter than for any winter 
during the past decade. From this fact 
he argues that the hot winds, which for 
several years ruined North Dakota crop 
prospects, will be less frequent and are 
likely to be entirely shorn of their burn
ing and blistering and blighting quali
ties. The instincts of wild fowls are un
erring. They always stop in a land of 
water and .the fact that they have stop 
ped here in greater numbers than usual 
this spring is to Mr. Russell another 
pretty sure indication of a wet season. 

Cultivating Wheat. 

Faigo Argus: An Argus representa 
tive interviewed Major Fleming yester 
day as to the details of his wheat culti
vation. The major said that he had 
very hard work to obtain any account of 
previous experiments in this line and the 
tools used for the purpose. He was not 
much inclined to lalk in regard to the 
experiment, as the grain in not far 
enough along yet so that one can judge 
at all of the results. He has, however, 
just finished sowing 500 acres of wheat 
in drills eighteen inches apart for the 
purpose of cultivation. He has under 
taken this experiment on so large a scale 
that it may be important enough so that 
it will be given due attention. One-half 
section of the cultivated wheat has been 
put upon stubble ground which was not 
plowed this spring, simply burned over, 
and then cultivated with the drills as 
the trrain was put ir. If the experiment 
succeeds upon this land it will show that 
one plowing can be dispensed with in 
this country. All grain thus raised here
tofore has, so far as information could be 
secured, been cultivated by hand hoes. 
The major has secured an instrument 
which cultivates a strip twelve feet wide 
at a time, and he is perfectly satisfied 
with the work of the new machine. The 
grain can be cultivated with as great 
rapidity as it was seeded, and it costs not 
to exceed 10 cents per acre for each cul -
tivation. He expects to run this machine 
over the fields as often as needed up 
until about the twentieth of June. 
Major Fleming will also put an extensive 
garden in with the rows throughout 
eighteen inches apart or a multiple 
thereof, and thus be able to cultivate his 
garden in the same manner and with the 
same instrument. The major promises 
as the grain grows, and he uses the spec
ial machine more, to give the Argus 
readers full reports as to his success. 

THE BISHOP AT THE FORKS. 
Great Demonstrations in Honor 

of Jiishop Shaulcy at 
Grand Forks. 

He Speaks to the Largest Audi
ences ever Assembled in 

the State. 

What the Grand Forks Papers 
say of the Bishop and 

his Sermons. 

On the 20th, Rev. Crock well organized 
a Sabbath school and commenced ser
vices at the Leuck school house. He in
tends soon to broaden his field and hold 
semi- monthly services at Purchase 
school house. 

Carrington Independent: E. M. Chase 
and family took their departure for 
Jamestown, where they will make their 
future home, Wednesday. They will be 
very much missed by their friends here, 
while Jamestown will gain quite an ac
quisition to her society. 

The Program for the Firemen's 
Tournament.—Money in Kill

ing Gophers. 

I'leased with Bishop Shanley. 
The Grand Forks papers bring inter

esting accounts of Bishop Shanley's 
Sunday services in that city. The Her
ald has what purports to be a cut of tbe 
bishop and the Plaindealer publishes his 
morning sermon in full. The Grand 
Forks people have evidently done them
selves proud in entertaining him. The 
Herald said he spoke Snnday to the 
largest audiences ever congregated in 
the state. He was heard by 800 at 8 a. 
m., 800 at 10 a. m. and fully 1,000 at con
firmation service in the afternnon. Great 
preparation was made for the reception 
tendered him at tbe hotel Dacotah last 
night and is was one of the greatest 
events in the history of Grand Forks. 
The Herald says: 

The services at St. Michael's church 
Sunday were attended by immense 
audiences, many being unable to gain 
admission. The large auditorium was 
densely packed, hundreds standing in 
the aisles throughout the extended ser
vice. 

In the morning high mass was cele
brated and an able and eloquent dis
course delivered by Bishop Shanley. To 
most of tbe large audience this was their 
first opportunity of hearing this cele
brated divine, and it was justly appreci
ated. Iu the afternoon, the confirma
tion service drew a still larger audience 
and many were obliged to go away, it 
being impossible to find admittance. 
Promptly at the hour announced, 
the candidates for confirmation, 102 in 
number, who had congregated in the 
school building, filed into the church, 
and were escorted to pews nearest the 
alter. Bishop Shanley first gave a beau
tiful address explaining fully the signifi
cance of the sacrament, both to the can
didates and to parents and to the adult 
membership. In earnest words of ex
hortation, the congregation were admon
ished to remain faithful and true to tbe 
vows of the church and loyal to her 
honor. In the confirmation service 
Bishop Shanley was assisted by Father 
Considine of Mmto, as deacon and Father 
Connolly of Larimore, as snb-deacon, 
with Father Conaty as master of cere
monies. The service was impressive in 
the highest degree and followed with the 
closest interest, The music by the choir 
was specially excellent. At the close of 
tbe service Bishop Shanley expressed his 
gratification at the progress tbe church is 
making, and at its financial prosperity, 
and paid a fine tribute to the faithful 
ministration and indefatigable labors of 
Father Conaty. The service was also 
attended by Fathers Cahill of St.Thomas 
and Kenny of Grafton. Never before in 
any church of any denomination in the 
state of North Dakota has so large an 
audience assembled for divine service. 
The occasion of yesterday will be a nota
ble one in the history of the Catholic 
church. 

Bishop Shanley was born in the state j 
of New York in 1852 and is one of the | 
youngest members of the Catholic hier- j 
archy in the United States, bis success j 
in the administration of important duties ; 
and recognized ability having drawn at- ! 
tention to his eminent fitness for ecclesi- j 
astical promotion. He was educated in 
this country and Europe and has visited 
the latter several times since his ordina
tion in 1876. As rector of the cathedral j 
of St. Paul, under the present Archbishop ; 
Ireland, he became a promising figure j 
as a leader in the church affairs and j 
temperance movements of the northwest, j 

IIo is master of several languages and to 
profuud learning adds a most urbane ; 
disposition and possesses the respect and j 
affection of all who know him. Under ] 
his directions the Catholic church of ; 
North Dakota will be certain to work ' 
rapid progress. 

The Plaindealer prefaced its verbatim • 
report* of the bishop's Sunday morning ! 
sermon with the following remarks: 
HRt, Rev. John Shanley, bishop of 
North Dakota, who officiated at St. 
Michael's Catholic church on Sunday, • 
was greeted by immense andiences, the; 
auditorium, the largest in the state, be
ing thronged at each service. High ;• 
mass was celebrated at 10 o'clock. The 
service being a very impressive one. An 
especially beautiful feature of the occa
sion was the taking of their first commu
nion by a large number of the children 
of the paroiachal school and convent. 
The music rendered by the choir was 
appropriate to the occasion and was 
greatly enjoyed by all. Indeed finer 
church music was never rendered here. 
One incident will never be forgotten by 
those who learned the circumstances. 
Among the singers was a strange lady 
with a magnificent voice. A solo sung 
by her attracted the attention of all and 
*o Bishop Shanley, the sweet and yet 
clear notes sounded strangely familiar. 
After the service ht> at once made inqui
ries regarding the fair owner of the voice 
and was delighted to learn that she was 
his own niece, Miss Shonart, whom he 
had not seen for years. She was passing 

through the city enroute to her Montana 
home, and learning that the bishop was 
here decided to stop and hear him, plan
ning at the same time the next little sur
prise which followed as above noted. The 
sermon by the bishop was masterly forci
ble and eloquent. 

Tournament Program. 
The following is the program of the 

Fireman's tournament, whioh will be 
held at Fargo June 17-20. All the James
town people who attended last year will 
be interested in knowing what attrac
tions it is proposed to present and will 
want to go again this year, also. Tbe 
program: 

Tuesday, June IT. 
North Dakota Firemen's convention 

will meet in annual session at 10 o'clock. 
Addresses of welcome by the chairman 

of the executive committee, and mayor 
of the city. 

Response by the president of tbe 
North Dakota Volunteer Firemen's asso
ciation . 

The organization, general business, se
lection of place of next meeting, election 
of officers, papers on organization and 
service, miscellaneous business and ad
journment will occur in tbe afternoon. 

The first of the championship series of 
baseball games will be played at the ball 
park at 10 a. m., and another of tbe 6ame 
series at 4 p. m. 

Wednesday, June IK. 

7 a. m. to 9 a. m.—Reception of bands, 
companies, clubs and visitors. 

10 a. m.—Grand annual parade of fire
men, bands, base ball clubs, bicycle clubs 
and societies, in which all contestants 
for any purse are obliged to appear. 
Prizes will be awarded for the best ap
pearing fire company, band, base ball and 
wheel clubs. 

1:30—Championship hose race, also the 
commencement of contests for the Reed 
band purses. Contests to be interspersed 
with horse races. 

4 p. m.—Game of base ball for the 
championship purse. 

7:30 to 9:30 p. m.—Grand reception to 
Gov. Miller and staff and other distin
guished visitors, at the armorv of Co. B, 
N. D. N. G. 

10 p. m.—Grand annual ball. 
Tuesday, Jane 19. 

9:30 a. m.—Championship hook and 
ladder race and continuation of the Reed 
band contest. Hose coupling contests. 

1:30 p. m.—Ladder climbing contest, 
solo contest, free-for-all hose race (600 
feet). 

4:00 p. m.- Base ball game, third of 
the series. 

7:30 p. m.—Champion bicycle race (dis
tance ten miles). 

Friday, June 20. 

9:30 a. m.—Free-for-all hook and lad
der race, brass band contests interspersed 
with races. 

Class A- - Free-for-all horse races. 
1:30 p.m.—Prize drills and continua

tion of brass band contests. 
4:00 p. m.— Close of series of base ball 

games. 
8:j)0 p. m. Continuation of bicycle 

races and display by the Watrus steam 
fire engine. 

An Important Case. 
Fargo Republican: AUorney General 

Goodwin and Attorney C. D. Austin 
came in last evening from Wahpeton, 
where they had been trying an import
ant case before Judge Lauder. It was 
the case of the state of North Dakota, 
ex rel. E. O. Fau sett vs. The board of 
county commissioners of Ransom county 
—a mandamus proceeding *o compel the 
county auditor and board of commis
sioners to issue to the oountv assessor 
the necessary blanks, books, etc., for 
making the county assessment. It in
volved the question, whether or not the 
assessor elected in 1888 holds over until 
January 1st, 1891. Judge Lander granted 
the mandamus; and tbe assessment will 
be made by the present assessor. 

The Alert learns that Judge Lauder 
held that if section 30 of the revenue 
law, which provides that the assessment 
shall be made by district assessors, was 
intended to go into immediate effect it is 
unconstitutional by reason of a conflict 
with section 10 of the schedule, which 
provides that county and precinct offi
cers shall hold their offices for the term 
for which they were elected. Attorney 
General Goodwin and a number of the 
best lawyers in the state differ with him, 
however. They hold that section 10 of 
the schedule does not give any stronger 
tenure of office than county officials be
fore had. Section 173 of the constitution 
provides what county officers shall be 
elected, and a county assessor is not 
among them. They therefore claim that 
the office not being recognized in the 
constitution as a county office can be 
abolished by the legislature. The case 
will probably go to the supreme court. 

It is understood that the question of 
the legality of the assessment cannot be 
raised in this county. Assessor Flint 
having vacated the office of county asses
sor in accepting the office of district as
sessor. but the matter is a serious one 
with some counties not similarly situated 
jn this respect. 

Money in Kilting (•oplicrs. 
In counties where a bounty was offered 

for gopher tails, scalps, ears or other 
evidences of the death of the rodents,the 
boys have been doing a big business this 
spring. The Napoleon Homestead tells 
how one gopher can be made to secure 
three bounties: 

Shooting gophers is a paying business 
now-a-davs. Tails are worth 3 cents m 
Logan county, scalps are worth 2 cents 
in Mcintosh county, and 4 legs are 
worth three cents in Dickey county. 
That's a good chance to make acorner in 
gophers. 
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