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CYCLONE NEAR ST. PAUL 
The Lake Region Near St. Paul 

Visited By a Funnel-shaped 
Monster. 

Visitor* at Summer Resort* 
Blown Around and a Num

ber Are Killed. 

Gen. John C. Fremont, the Fa
mous Pathfinder, Died Yes

terday at New York. 

Cvclone Near St. Paul. 
ST. PAUL, July 14,—A few minutes be

fore 4 o'clock yesterday afternoon, clouds 
which had been threatening a storm, be
gan to collect over the region of Lake 
MeCarron, two or three miles north of 
this city, soon taking on a rotary motion 
and terrible appearance of a cyclone. 
Hundreds of citizens watched the clouds 
as they swept together) and followed 
their course to the northeast, in which 
direction many friends had gone to spend 
the day at some of the many little lak< 
that are scattered over the county. Anx
iety for the absent drew many down 
town during the evening to learn the 
first possible particulars of what was 
thought to be undoubtedly a disastrous 
storm, and so reports indicated. To the 
east aud north of this city there are a 
great number of little lakes which are 
sought by the multitude every Sunday, 
and on the shores of these lakes many 
campers pass the hot months of summer. 
Lake Coleman is one of these and the 
damage there was very heavy. George 
Miller, teller in the First National bank, 
was killed there. When the storm struck 
the little lake the boatbouse was lifted 
up bodily and overturned in the water, 
and a boat load of persons were given 
similar treatment. Other buildings 
were demolished or badly wrecked. Pass
ing from the starting point the cyclone 
struck Lake Johanna, Lake Gervais. 
Lake Vadnais, Little Canada, and passed 
on about four miles to the east of White 
Bear lake. The passengers on the St. 
Paul & Duluth train which left White 
Bear at 5:55, were approaching Glad
stone when they observed the cyclone 
forming, and watched its whirling mo
tion with interest rather than fear or ex
citement. Not so with the engineer, 
however. He saw tne threatening as-

.pectofthe sky, and with a startled 
look ahead to see if all was clear, he took 
a firm grip on the throttle and the engine 
leaped forward under his touch. His 
judgment and quick action undoubtedly 
saved the lives of the whole crowded 
train full, for a twisting, terrifying dev
astator crossed the track scarcely more 
than a minute after the train had passed. 
The help that had been called for from 
the stricken district was at once sent to 
them, dootors and other assistance go
ing as fast as they could be taken. The 
bodies of those mentioned were brought 
to the city this evening and turned over 
to their friends. 

The place where the cyclond struck 
the ground and caused the loss of life 
was on the«hore of Lake Gervais, where 
J. H. Schurmeier, of this city, had a 
summer cottage in a little basin where 
Simon Good WSB also located. The fun
nel-shaped cloud swooped down on them, 
demolished dwellings and a number of 
other buildings in the same neighbor
hood. The camp of Colonel Kelleher, of 
this city, with a large party was blown 
down, but the party all escaped injury. 
In the wreck of the Schurmeir house, 
however^ five were killed and ten injured 
there, and at the Good cottage. It is 
said the cyclone was confined to a dis
trict only three and a half miles long, 
and that the worst damage was within a 
limit of one-half mile. 

Later. 
3:30 p. m. It is now estimated that 

125 lives were lost by the wreckage of 
the steamer on Lake Pepin last night. 
Boat was pulled ashore bottom up. 
Work of cutting away cabin progresses 
slowly. Sixty-two bodies had been 
identified at noon today. The shore is 
lined with hundreds of excited and 
grief-stricken people. Volunteers from 
state troops not? in camp are assisting 
in recovering bodies. 

Oen. Fremont Dead. 
NEW YORK, July 14.—[Special]—John 

C. Fremont died ic this city yesterday at 
4 o'clock. 

John C. Fremont was born at Savan
nah,Georgia, Jan. 21,1813;his father was a 
French emigrant. He received a good 
education; graduated from Charleston 
college when 17 years old; from teaching 
turned his attention to civil engineering 
and was employed by the government 
on the Mississippi survey; having re
ceived the commission of a lieutenant of 
engineers proposed to the secretary of 
war to penetrate the Kocky mountains; 
his plan was approved,and in 1842 with a 
few men he explored the South Pass; im
patient of quiet, he planned a new expe
dition to the territory of Oregon; ap 
proached the Rocky mountafcs by a 
new line,scaled the summits south of the 
South /Pass, deflected to the Great Salt 
Lake and connected his survey with 
that of Wilke's exploring expedition; in 

another expedition he established the 
geography of California. In August 
1844 he planned a third expedition while 
writing the history of the second; in 1845 
was again on his way to the Pacific to 
examine the Pacifio slope, which resulted 
in giving a new volume of science to the 
world and California to the United 
States; after the conquest of California 
waBthe victim of a quarrel between two 
American commanders and was stripped 
of his commission by court martial, was 
reinstated by the president, but declined 
returning. He determined to retrieve 
his honor and planned a new expedition, 
again appeared in the far west; refitted 
his expedition, pierced the country of the 
Anaches; met, awed, defeated savage 
tribes ana in a hundred days from Santa 
Fe stood on the banks of the Sacramen
to; the people of California reversed 
the judgment of the court mar
tial and he was made the first 
senator from that state; was the 
first candidate for president of the re
publican party, but was defeated by 
James Buchanan; in 1861 entered the 
Union army as a major general; by the 
Cleveland convention of 1864 was again 
nominated for president and was again 
defeated. 

From the O. A. ft. Camp. 
Between three and four hundred peo

ple are taking a week's outing at Spirit-
wood lake. The' annual summer en
campment of the G. A. R. is now in prog
ress and delegations from all over the 
oentral part of the stale are camped 
within the wire fence which encloses the 
grounds. Steele, Dawson, Coopers-
town, Sanborn, Valley Cityifcand Hope 
are a few of the towns sending large del
egations. The Hope post is there in 
force. They brought with them a brass 
and string band, and number over sixty 
people. 

One of the most picturesque spots on 
Spiritwood lake is the Grand Army 
camp ground, the temporary home of the 
big party of merry campers. The 
grounds oomprise an 18 acre point which 
pierces the west end of the lake in regu
lar peninsular form. They are located 
on the south side, about a mile west of 
Wallace's and Gray's. The direction, 
''When you get to the big coulee take the 
trail to the northwest," is enough to en
able anyone to find the camp. The high
est point on the grounds is near the en
trance from town and this butte in min
iature is surmounted by the stars and 
stripes, which serves as an unerring bea
con to guide travelers into camp. Near 
the flag staff the incoming picnicer no
tices a small canon. This is Capt. Glea-
son's battery in times of peace. At sun
rise every morning the redoubtable hero 
of two wars is up and doing, and the 
booming of the cannon soon tells the 
awakening campers what he is doing. 
The camp grounds are mostly wooded. 
The ground is broken enough for scenic 
effects and the trees thick enough to af
ford innumerable shady nooks in which 
to pitch tents. The local post has clear
ed up a considerable portion of the 
camp and added numerous convenien
ces which heighten the enjoyment of 
camp life. Down on the east corner of 
the grounds the boys have found a sand 
beach. A tent has been pitched on the 
shore and a natatorium improvised. The 
ladies are developing a fondness for the 
water and under the accomplished tutel
age of John Vennum some of them are 
fast becoming good swimmers. Next 
season, The Alert was iuformed, it is 
proposed to erect a boat house, fix 
up the beach with accommodations 
for swimming and clear the whole tract 
of underbrush. It is estimated that this 
can be done for 8300 or $400 and it will 
serve to make the grounds a permanent 
resort all through the summer. 

The encampment opened Tuesday. 
That day was occupied in pitching tents 
and getting settled down. In the even
ing a musical program And an old 
fashioned dance whiled away the even
ing until the storm arose. The first 
night in camp has heretofore been one 
of pranks and jokes. The rain and wind 
however, suppressed the restless and 
sleep-disturbing spirits and an unevent
ful and reposeful night was passed. 
Wednesday morning the ball was opened 
up with music and some of the old vets 
gave the young people an exhibition of 
how we danced when we were boys." 

Several of the old warriors were particu
larly handy with their feet and threw off 
some highly artistic steps. The heat 
was oppressive all day and the lake was 
pretty rough, but nearly all the boats 
were on the water. Fish did not bite 
with their accustumed avidity but that 
did not deter the fishermen. A good 
many perch were caught, but pike and 
piokeral were Bcarce. In the evening 
the young people enjoyed themselves 
with a dance on the greensward. When 
it got dark the camp fire program was 
inaugurated. Commander Graves acted 
as master of ceremonies. Rev. E. H. 
Teall invoked the divine blessing and 
after a song, 'Starching Through Geor
gia," Commander Graves delivered the 
address of welcome. Hon. David Bart-
lett, one of the state railroad commis
sioners, was then introduced and 
delivered an interesting and 
eloquent address. Mr. Bartlett 
is one of the best talkers in the state. 
Miss Hattie Bigelow recited a selection 
in a very creditable manner and the 
Misses Brown of Cooperstown sang a 
duet. Col. Carroll of Steele, told some 
interesting war stories and the reminis
cences and the program was concluded 
with a recitation by Miss Georgia Stet-
| son. 

MAKING CHEESE AT RIO. 
The First Output of the Ilio 

Cheese Factory Sold Yester
day. 

The Factory Now Consuming 
2,500 Pounds of Milk Every 

Day^ 

The Old Veterans Assembling 
For Their Summer Outing at 

Spiritwood. 

Another Home Manufactory. 
The Bio cheese factory is now in oper

ation and manufacturing a superior 
quality of full cream sheese. A load of 
1,000 pounds—the first output of the 
factory -was brought to Jamestown Mon
day and sold to the local merchants, 
who will retail it at. 15 cents. The fac
tory began operations June 12th and 
this cheese was manufactured on that 
and the sucoeding day. It is necessary 
to keep the product about a month be' 
fore it becomes marketable. During 
that time it undergoes what is called the 
curing process. This home product 
cheese is said to be of a superior quality 
and it should be given the preference in 
the home market. 

The Bio factory is now consuming 
about 2,500 pounds of milk and manu
facturing 250 pounds of cheese daily.The 
capacity is just double that amount. 

The factory is operated by a stock 
company of the farmers in the vicinity 
of Rio, who grew tired of making butter 
and yet desired to make their cows re
munerative. The company is officered 
as follows: President, G. W. Kurtz; 
treasurer. J. A. Buchanan; secretary, O. 
C. Christopherson. Geo. Wild of Pin-
gree. who has had nine years experience 
in Canada, is their cheese maker. 
He is perfectly familiar with all the de
tails of the manufacturing and formerly 
owned and operated a factory himself. 
O. C. Christopherson is manager. It 
Iras he who brought the load into town 
yesterday and from him The Alert 
learned the above facts. Mr. Christoph
erson said: MWe are making a super
ior quality of cheese and if we can get 
10 cents per pound for it can make the 
venture a success. That figure is what 
cheese bought in St. Paul at wholesale 
and laid down here will cost. We an* 
paying farmers 70 cents per hundred for 
milk. I have been engaged in the dairy 
business more or less ever since I have 
been here. Up to last year I always 
sold my butter for 25 cents per pound, 
but the price has gone so low there is 
nothing in it. Anyhow, butter making 
is too wearing on the women. The 
cheese factory gives a good profitable 
market for milk aud makes it bring in 
a» much money as it does when worked 
into butter. We issue milk checks pay
able in ninety days in money or at forty 
days in cheese at ten cents per pound in 
payment for milk." 

Trouble with Corinne Mall. 
The postoffice authorities are experi

encing some trouble with the Corinne 
mail route. The transportation of mail 
matter on star routes is let out on con
tract for four years by the government. 
Eastern contractors generally get these 
contracts and then sub-let to local parties. 
The old contract on the Corinne route 
ran out July 1st and a new contract for 
the next four years was entered into 
with Call & Cowles of Iowa. They sub
let thiB route to Marcus Mutz. Marcus 
has had a lot of hard luok since he took 
the run. One of his horses died and the 
other ran away and demolished his 
vehicle. He made one trip on foot and 
then reported to the Jamestown office 
that he would throw up his contract— 
"if he had to go to jail for it." The mat
ter stood thus for a week or so and two 
trips were missed. The authorities at 
Washington were notified and so were 
Call & Cowles. Th^ former telegraphed 
Postmaster KlauS to make some tempo
rary arrangement and the contractors 
sent a man out to arrange to carry out 
their contract. Their representative is 
now in the city for that purpose. The 
local authorities acting under instruc
tions from Washington made a tempo
rary arrangement with A. W. Kelley and 
the mail started this morning for Corinne 
as of yore. The Corinne people have made 
no protests and will be unlikely to find 
grounds for any in the future. 

The Corinne route is the most import
ant star route in the county, embracing 
some seven postoffices. The contract 
was taken at a figure that was probably 
considerably less than the work could be 
done for. Among the offices supplied 
are Albion, Grays, Horn, Corinne, Mutz, 
Karlopolis. 

Editor Maddux' Sensations. 
New Rockford Transcript: When a 

man has been married over two years he 
sort o'gets settled down to the peaceful 
enjoyment of life, and unusual occur
rences upset and rattle him to a consid
erable extent. Taking these sturdy cir
cumstances under consideration is any
one surprised that the Transcript this 
week is not replete with news, when the 
editor labors under the disadvantage of 
having gone to his erstwhile peaceful 
home Thursday evening and found an
other fellow in bed with his wife. Who 
would feel like writing sterling edi
torials and political cap-sheafs with suoh 
a cloud dangling an impenetrable veil of 
gloom over his brain? Not one. And 
who would feel like getting out a spark
ling newspaper for the benefit of the 

public, when for the first time in his 
life the editor had taken a glance into 
the future only to view weeks after 
weeks of night-shirt pafcde withacolick-
y nine pound kid? With Castoria, cat
nip, paregoric, soothing syrup, sleepless
ness, measles, whooping cough, rash, ir
ritation, aggravation, and exasperation-
all plainly sketched out in his future ca> 
reer would knock out any newspaper for 
one week, when it is the editor's first ap
pearance in the role of daddy of oue of 
the finest, brightest, and prettiest boys 
that ever shied a stone through the sum-> 
mer kitchen window, or tied an old tin, 
teakettle to a timid dog's tail. But he 
is on deck and—well—we are all very 
proud of the new language manipulator 
—and—won't you drop in and have a 
cigar? 

Wool Items. 
Dickinson Press: Dr. V. H. Stick' 

ney and James Colgrove have dipped 5, 
197 pounds of wool from their band of 
700 sheep, which is the best average re
ported for any band about here, being 
about 9 pounds to the head. Tbey have 
450 fine lambs, which counted to be 
worth $2 a head next fall brings the 
season's income of the flock up to 91,800. 
This will leave a margin for a pretty 
handsome profit on the investment. 

Bismarck Tribune: Mr. Evard Woos-
ter of Gayton, Emmons county, brought 
in 9,000 pounds of wool and shipped it 
east by the Northern Pacific last Friday. 
Keep your eye on these reports as they 
appear. Acinal figures, with a little 
thinking, will be convincing both in re
gard to grain and stock. When the 
total assessment, also the stock and acre
age statements, appear, do a little figur
ing and the total this year will be the 
result. 

An unusual amount of wool is being 
marketed from Steele, that industry 
having increased from 1,000 to 10,000 
fleeoes in a year, with an average of sev
en pounds to the fleece. Stock business 
of every kind is receiving every atten
tion from the people, and the quality as 
well as quantity is being looked after. 
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A Redundant Country. 
Farm Implement News: F. B. Whit-

taker, traveling representative of the 
Manufacturers' Syndicate, has been on a 
trip through North Dakota and in a let
ter speaks especially of the splendid con
dition of crops along the Jamestown & 
Northern railroad from Jamestown to 
Devils Lake, and of the brisk demand 
for farm implements in that section. 
That is a redundant country, and they 
are a wonderful people who inhabit it. 
They have had short crops for three 
years, and last year's was almost a total 
failure. Did the farmers abandon it? 
Well, hardly. They broke more land. 
They doubled up on their acreage in 
crop. They drew on their magnificent 
resources of determination and courage 
for.the sustaining power of another year. 
This year's harvest will not fail them, 
but will put them on their feet where 
they ought to be. This is the kind of a 
constituency that the Minneapolis im
plement men have back of them, and it 
is going eventually to make this the 
greatest point for the distribution of 
farm machinery in the world. 

The G. A. Camp. 
Hon. G.H. Dickey of Racine, Wis., 

the gentleman who offered the enormous 
reward for C. E. Blackwell, the cham-

5ion fish romancer of the Truthful 
ames club, arrived in Jamestown today. 

The gang will assemble again this year 
in their old haunts and there will be ad
ditions, in nil probability, both to their 
numbers, and to Arabian Nights charac
ters in the entertainment. 

The dance at the Gray Bros.'barn 
promises to draw a large attendance 
Thursday night. Mrs. Gray will furnish 
refreshments consisting of ice cream 
cake, etc., at reasonable prices. Every
body who can will attend from the camp 
and many from the country, not regular
ly enlisted campers, will drive in for the 
event, which will be a special one for 
Stutsman county. The fioor of the barn 
is large and will be put in good shape 
for dancing. The music will be by the 
Jamestown orchestra. 

The Cooperstown campers are having 
plenty of amusement with the two 
couples who drove in to Jamestown and 
registered for dinner at the Gladstone. 
The record shows that Messrs. Geo. B. 
Clark and lady and A. L. Bowden and 
lady were the hotel's guests, but a Daily 
Alert reporter interpreted, as is custom
ary, the same to indicate the arrival of 
two staid old married couples. This 
"personal" was noticed at home, for the 
Griggs County Courier, with unnecessary 
expedition, congratulates all concerned. 

A young man getting a load of hay 
for his camp from the Gray Bros', barn 
had a narrow escape from death or per
manent injury,Mondaynight. As the team 
started out of the east j door of the barn, 
the driver slipped and failed to guide 
the team which turned off a steep bank 
and threw the young man from the load. 
Both wheels passed over his back, fortu
nately breaking no bones. He was im
mediately surrounded by friends who 
seemed to think him not seriously hurt 
and who rendered him every attention 
possible. 

A very lively and enthusiastic party of 
G. A. R. men, their friends and families, 
pulled onto Fifth avenue early Tuesday, 
having come all the way from Steele by 
wagon since yesterday. They spent the 
night at Eldndge and arrived in James
town at 9 a. m. They will put in the 
time at Spiritwood lake until the camp 
breaks up. The gentlemen were Col. J. 
W. Carroll, William Sheppard, James 
Ashley, Chauncey Sanders, Jas. Bay lis 
and Clint Patterson, all with their fam
ilies, baggage and necessary equipment 
for a high old time in camp. There 
were over twenty people in all, in the del 
egation. 
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COUNSULAR APPOINTMENT. 
Hon. Johnson Nickeus Said to 

be Selected for an Important 
Consulship. 

Wild Cat Speculating in Pacific 
Coast Townsites. Reaction 

Necessary. 

County Matters. The Northern 
Pacific to Pay Taxes on Its 

Lauds. 

G. A. R. camp Echoes. 
To the veterans now stretching out 

their limbs under the shade of Spirit
wood lake trees, the following exquisite 
bit of word painting, by Senator Ingalls 
of Kansas, will not be inappropriate read
ing. Thedwelleron the prairies of North 
Dakota is intimately acquainted with the 
utility of graBB. The luxuriance and 
beauty of its growth this year means 
everything to him. It means fat stock, 
plenty of hay, possible loss of all by fires 
and is the accompaniment of bountiful 
crops. It takes on a most practical sig
nificance besides that given it by the 
senator, who so eloquently Bays: 

Next in importance to the divine pro
fusion of water, light and air, those three 
physical facts which render existence 
possible, may be reckoned the universal 
beneficence of grass. Lying in the sun
shine among the buttercups and dande
lions of May, scarcely higher in intelli
gence than the minute tenants of that 
mimic wilderness, our earliest recollec
tions are of grass; and when the fitful 
fever is ended and the foolish wrangle of 
the market and forum is closed, grass 
heals over the scar which our descent 
into the bosom of the earth made, and 
the carpet of the infant becomes the 
blanket of the dead. 

Grass is the forgiveness of nature— 
her constant benediction. Fields tramp
led with battle, saturated with blood, 
torn with the ruts of cannon, grown 
green again with grass, and carnage is 
forgotten. Streets abandoned by traffic 
become grass grown like rural lanes and 
are obliterated. Forests decay, harvests 
perish, flowers vanish, but grass is im
mortal; beleagured by sullen hosts of 
winter, it withdraws into the impreg
nable fortress of its subterranean vitality 
and emerges upon the first solicitation 
of spring. Sown by the winds, by wan
dering birds, propagated by the subtle 
horticulture of the elements which are 
its ministers and servants, it softens the 
rude outlines of the world. It invades 
the solitudes of deserts, climbs the in-
accessibe slopes and forbidden pinacles 
of mountains, modifies climate, and de
termines the history, character and des
tiny of nations. Unobtrusive and pa
tient, it has immortal vigor and aggres
sion. Banished from the thoroughfare 
and field, it bides its time to return, and 
when vigilance is relaxed, or the dy
nasty has perished, it silently resumes 
the throne from which it has been ex
pelled, but which it never abdicates. It 
bears no blazonry of bloom to charm the 
senses with fragrance or splendor, but 
its homely hne is more enchanting than 
the lilly or the rose. It yields no fruit 
in earth or air, yet should its harvest fail 
for a single year, famine would depopu
late the world. 

Register of Deeds John D. Black and 
Clerk of Court A. J. Henry, of Barnes 
oounty, joined Messrs. Blackwell and 
Dickey here this morning and the quar
tette got an early start for the lake. 
They were well supplied in the commis-
sionary department and for additional in
spiration carried a snare drum and fife. 

At an early hour Tuesday a large 
number of campers pulled out from this 
city for Spiritwood lake. Vehicles of all 
kinds got an early start with happy loads 
of men, women and children. 

The Topsy had seventeen seats en
gaged on its first trip today. 

Capt. William Gleason and his cannon 
will do duty at the camp. 
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and taken up their abode here. Of 
course while the present flood of immi
gration continues the price of farm pro
duce will remain high, but when the sup
ply equals the demand, as it soon will, 
the farmer will find it as difficult to lay 
up a dollar for a rainy day here as in any 
other countrv, while he toils and toils to 
clear up bis land—that his children may 
receive an inheritance. 

U. 8. Consul Nickeus. 
There is a well grounded rumor that 

Hon. Johnson Nickeus has been ap
pointed to a position in the United 
States consular service, to be stationed 
Barratiquilla, United States ot Columbia, 
South America. It is understood that 
Mr. Nickeus received a telegram to that 
effect yesterday, and although no'official 
announcement has,been made, it is pret
ty safe to say that the appointment will 
be handed in this week. The place re
ferred to is a city of 25,000 population, 
is the largest seaport on the northern 
coast of Columbia and has a large trade, 
a steamer from Europe arriving and de
parting every other day, while regular 
mail steamers arrive and depart from the 
United States. Consul Croft, who was 
appointed from Wahpeton, is stationed 
with his family at Cartagena, not far 
distant from Judge Nickeus' post, on 
the Caribbean sea. Mr. Nickeus will 
await certain information before making 
his intentions known concerning the ap
pointment. The salary attached is 83,-
000 per year. 

District Court. 
Editor Bryant, of the Napoleon Home

stead, was in Jamestown yesterday 
as defendant in the case of Belden 
vs. Bryant. The latter was elected reg
ister of deeds, but the election was con
tested. The case was decided in March 
in favor of defendant and a judgment 
rendered. Through a technicality legal 
proceedings were again commenced to 
oust Mr. Bryant and the parties appear
ed before Judge Rose yesterday for ar
gument ot the motion. A stay of pro
ceedings for 40 days was obtained. Nick
eus & Baldwin appeared for defendant 
and Attorney Stanley of Steele, for 
plaintiff. Mr. Belden was representa
tive in the lower house of the legislature 
last winter. 

National Encampment. jG. A. R., 
For 1800. 

The veterans meet this year at Bos
ton, during the second week in August. 
The Chicago, St. Paul & Kansas City 
Railway will sell tickets for the excur
sion at exceedingly low rates, and offers 
superior facilities for carrying delega
tions and their friends. For informa
tion concerning rates, etc., apply to 
agents of the company, or to W. R. 
Busenbark, General Pass'r and Tkt. 
Agent, Chicago, 111. 

Wild Cat Speculation. 
Editor Jewel of the Bismarck Tribune, 

has been writing something from the 
Pacific coast for the readers of his paper. 
He is positive that the reaction in town 
site speculation will come sooner or 
later, and be very disastrous. Capital 
has poured into the country and has 
been mostly inyested in lands and town-
sites on the Puget Sound, which is one 
vast harbor, with no specially favored 
spots for the building of large cities. 
Little of the money has gone into legiti
mate manufacturing enterprises, but 
most of it into speculation. Of this the 
writer says: 

If the one-half of the thousands, yes 
millions, that have gone into wild-cat 
townsites and distant additions were 
now invested in manufacturing enter-
terprises there would today be a more 
solid foundation for such cities as Taco-
ma and Seattle. A few years time will 
demonstrate this fact as sure as the tide 
ebbs and flows. 

I am satisfied, however, that no mat
ter how disastrous may be the lull, the 
final advance is certain and the future 
of this country is as bright and solid as 
that of New England or any other por
tion of the United States. It is, how
ever, and must continue to be, an unin
viting country to the farmer. To clear 
up and possess even a few acres of land 
in this section, means a life of toil in 
comparison with which the Michigan 
pioneer had but a play spell. I believe 
this will be the verdict of all Dakota 
farmers who have, during the past few 
years, deserted the land of No. 1 hard 

CAUGHT AT THE COURT HOUSE. 

County Mattera of More or Less In
terest—Real Estate Picking Up. 
Register Ashley's business has been 

growing since the rains and the direct 
effect on real estate caused by the crop 
outlook. Two deputies were busy this 
morning on the books. Mr. Ashley is a 
close observer and notes the fact that 
fewer chattel mortgages have been filed 
by the farmers this spring than for sev
eral years past, while an nnusual num 
ber of relinquishments have been made— 
not on acoount of renewals. It is too 
early to record many machinery mort
gages, but it is believed that the number 
will continue to be small. The farmers 
are economizing and making no new 
mortgages. About the only kind that 
are appearing for record are hail insur
ance liens. Outside of the elevator 
companies few, if any, seed liens have 
been filed. 

The activity in real estate is very no
ticeable over former months. A good 
many transfeis from outside parties to 
other outside people have occurred. The 
news of the prosperity that is coming to 
the state this year has made the lands 
saleable to others if not to residents. It 
begins to look as if the crop would bring 
in a good many people to begin farming 
operations again. A good deal of ab
stracting has been done on account of 
the sales of the lands belonging to the 
Jay Cooke estate, 'l'here are 6,000 acres 
of these lands in Stutsman county, most 
of them being known as the Spiritwood 
farms. The purchasers have been New 
York, Philadelphia ahd St. Paul real es
tate men. 

In Clerk of Court Branch's office lit
tle business of a public character has 
been transacted, owing to the delay in 
getting the new land office officials in
stalled at Fargo, A number of cases 
from this county are awaiting the com
pletion of the red tape process of the 
government. 

In Sheriff Schmitz' department little 
of interest has developed of late. An 
occasional sale of some fellow's claim, 
long since abandoned, is made to the 
mortgagee. Eastern parties are getting 
considerable land in this way. 

The county board of equalization ex
pected to close its session today. They 
may adjourn, however until another date. 
Very few complaints of unjust assess
ments have been made, and as a conse
quence the board has had litt?e work to 
do. The Northern Pacific railroad com
pany owns about 243,000 acres of land in 
this county, upon which it is understood 
the company intends to pay taxes as
sessed this year. This policy i9 being 
adopted in all the other conn ties where 
the company owns land. The attorney 
general informs the county treasurer 
that the gross earings tax, in his opinion, 
cannot be collected, and none has been 
paid for last year. 
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