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NO 50 4 i4 FARMERS HOLD YOUR WHEAT 
Reasons Why Concerted Action 

Will Defeat the Spccula-
lator's Scheme*. 

A Chance for the Farmer to 
Control the Wheat 

Market. 

Major Waugli Tells how the In
dians Celebrated the Fourth 

at Minnewaukati. 

The Farmer vs. the Speculator. 

Owing to the general interest taken in 
the subject, and to its importance, The 
Alert reproduces the substance of the 
circular sent to farmers and alliances all 
over the United States, urging every 
wheat grower to hold his wheat this fall 
for a short time at least, in order to ad
vance prices. It is admitted that if the 
plan is but partially carried out success 
will follow and wheat instead of being 
run down to 60 or SO cents will be worth 
at least $1 a bushel. The circular states 
what everybody knows is approximately 
true, and comes from a source that has 
the endorsement of the alliances of the 
country. The circular is doubly import* 
ant in that relates to a practical and 
business like proposition, and contains 
no boom for any presidential candidate 
or aspiring politician. The circular, in 
substance, is as follows: 

The Farmers' alliances demand unani
mously that the speculation for future 
delivery of cereals shall be prohibited. 
The greatest competitor of the farmer is 
the speculator, and his competition is not 
at all fair, because he sells what he has 
not got and can sell unlimited quantities 
while the farmer has no more to offer 
than nature grants to him. The specu
lator sells for delivery in any month in 
the year, and therefore makes it unneces
sary for the actual consumer, the miller 
and the exporter to lay in such stocks as 
he may consider reasonably sufficient for 
his requirements. The farmer coming 
in with actual grain finds most of his 
customers supplied by the speculator 
with promises to deliver. He has no 
choice but to sell to the elevator man at 
a lower price than the Chicago specula
tor has offered his promises. It is a 
competion between grain and wind, in 
which the wind has the advantage, aa the 
wind crop is never short. The farmer is 
told that it ia best for him to sell as 
quickly aa possible; that there is a super* 
abundance of wheat; that Europe will 
pay no more, and that if the United 
States will not sell it, Europeans will 
buy of other countries, which would be 
glaa to have the trade. 

Now, there comes in the swindle. India 
is the only country (America excepted) 
that has any wheat to sell to Europe— 
namely, about 85,000,000 bushels per 
year. All that they have to spare is 
shipped or contracted for long before our 
crop comes into the market and supplies 
only a small portion of the 144,000,000 
bushels yearly imported by England 
alone. People talking about Egypt, 
Austialia, Argentine Republic, etc., as 
competitors with American wheat are 
either ignorant or lie, for all these coun
tries together have not enough surplus 
for export to Europe to feed it for throe 
days. You have probably heard that 
well worn talk that now every month in 
the year there is a wheat crop harvested 
somewhere in the world. This is prob
ably true, but it has not a particle of in* 
fiusnoe on the world's market, because it 
is all needed at home, and probably more 
too. But no matter how ridiculous his 
assertions are the speculator succeeds in 
depressing prices and makes a profit. If 
finally at the end of a crop year the sup
ply gets notably scarce he still tries to 
hold down the prices by talking about 
the enormous crop that is going to come. 
This manipulation has robbed the farmer 
of this country of 8300,000,OOO in the last 
three years. 

Now this year seems especially de
signed by providence to helpourfarmirg 
interest. Our wheat crop promises to be 
good, the European crops are worse than 
they ever have Deen and the reserves are 
exhausted. 

THE BEUEDY. 
There is a remedy, simple, effective 

and entirely within your control. The 
stocks of wheat and flour are hardly 
large enough to supply the wants of this 
country until the new crop oomes in. 
The temporary safety of the speculator 
depends on an early crop and a rush 
into the market. If for some reason, 
wet weather for lustance, the rush of new 
wheat should not come as early as antic
ipated the market for this crop would 
start in with double the prices you have 
obtained during the lest few years. 

But if wet weather should not prevent 
an early harvest is it necessary that you 
should allow the speculator to rob you of 
half the valu$ of your crop? Conld you 
not act as if rain had really prevented 
an early harvest, and could you not for 
once avoid undue haste in supplying the 
speculator with the means of keeping 
down your price. , Besolve for instance, 
that in view of' the conditions of the 
world's crops a minimum price of $1.25 
for wheat in New York is moderate and 
conservative, and that members of your 
organization pledge themselves not to 
market their wheat at lower prices unless 
they are under contract, and that they 
will use their best efforts with friends 
and neighbors outside of the organiza
tion also to act on your resolution. Re
solved. also, that the state alliance form'a 
committee whioh shall keep itself posted 
about the world's markets, ana from 
time to time notify the farmers of the 
changes taking place, and advise them 
upon the minimum prices that they may 
reasonably expect. 

The minimum price indicated ia not at 

all unusual or unreasonable, for such a 
situation will probably not occur again 
in a century, nnd you can be assured 
that if the speculator were in your posi
tion 1 e would consider $2 wheat as a 
matter of course. By holding off a few 
weeks and marketing grain gradually the 
farmers will learn to know their power, 
and if they exert it always with modera
tion and aocording to the true situation 
it will be of infinite value to all their in
terests for many years. It will indeed 
take conservative and wise counsel al
ways to moderate such moveB to the 
actual condition of the world's crops, but 
this year you can not make a mistake, 
nor will you have to wait even a single 
month for the desired results. 

A GREAT CHANCE. 
Ynu cannot afford to lose the chance 

that this year offers you. Don't get ex
cited, even if the prices go far above 
those indicated. This year it is easy for 
the farmer to protect his interest. Next 
year we will be better prepared to meet 
any attempt at manipulating prices. 

You must net mind the doings of the 
speculators. Let them sell wheat prom
ises at 10 cents a bushel; that has noth
ing to do with renl grain. Speculators 
nave sold more than your surplus crop 
already at about 88 cents. What busi
ness have they to do that? Will you 
sanction their actions and, so to say, 
make them your agents by delivering 
your grain at prices made by them with
out even consulting you? They have 
nothing to deliver, and a few weeks' 
patience on your part will make an end 
of this swindle forever. When the 
wheat gamblers, who have already con
tracted your whole crops, hear a determ
ination on your part to hold your grain 
for a higher price than they have sold it 
for it is likely th?t they wjll-make des
perate efforts to further depress prices 
on futures for the purpose of scaring 

irou. This must not effect you in the 
east, for if you hear that a man has sold 

your horse or cow and has to deliver it 
in a certain time it is your luck because 
be has to come to you first and make his 
bargain and you will know what to 
charge him. If the speculator sells your 
wheat for you without consulting you, it 
is the same thing. Let him do so and be 
thankful to him, for he will come soon 
enough to make bis bargain with you, 
and as has not asked your advice or con
sent in regard to price you are not under 
obligation to sell your grain below real 
value. 

Major Waugh's Indians. 
Agent Jno. Waugh, of Ft. Totten, who 

is in the city on a business trip, says the 
Indians who attended the Fourth of 
July oelebration at Minnewaukan gave 
that event whatever eclat properly be
longs to it. There were over TOO braves 
and sqnaws present and they did every 
thing that lay in their power to entertain 
the whites. This amusement lasted as 
long as the provisions, and the Indian 
capacity was far from being exhausted 
when the patriotic impulses of the man
agers of the day had faltered and fled. 
The Indians pitched 130 lodges, and 

iveral delegations came from Ft. Ber-
thold and Turtle mountains. There 
were several dances given, the hay dance, 
whioh is a mild and peaceful orgy in 
which no deedaof valor are related, was 
the principal dance allowed, although 
the gift dance was begun, but stopped 
before the crazy notion of giving away 
all their valuables had gotten possession 
of the dancers. The old ghost dance was 
not in it. The Indian menu had several 
roasted dogs included. This canine deli-
easy is killed and without further prepa
ration is roasted whole. When eaten 
the hair is scraped off and the entire 
carcass and contents consumed with 
a mighty relish. Major Waugh 
recounts some features of Indian social 
life that would dampen the ardor of the 
most enthusiastic New England philan
thropist. The value placed on eagle 
feathers—the white and black tail feathers 
—is always high. It is a standard of 
value and a full eagle tail of 12 feathers 
is worth a pony any time. The feathers 
are readily sold for a dollar each and the 
Indian will give his last dollar even if 
starving, in order that he may possess 
the treasure. The discipline of years of 
agency customs has done little or noth
ing to change hiB Indian habits in eating. 
He still longs for his feast. He wants to 
have heap much bread and meat—boiled 
beef—and eat for 4 or 5 hours. Every
thing within reach is devoured 
with quickness, the hands reaching out 
and rapidly conveying the provender to 
the mouth, while a look of fine content 
spreads over the aboriginal contenance. 
After taking on a load that makes him 
stagger off to repose, the pipe is lighted 
and the magnificent digestive apparatus 
of the savage is put to its fearful and 
wonderful work. The same Indian can 
go for several days without any food— 
even as long as a week it is said, before 
another feast. The intestines of animals 
are still preferred to the choicest cut of 
steaks. Like the crows and buzzards the 
wild Indian knows the juciest and tend* 
erest portions of any dead animal, and in 
spite of all efforts to prevent it, no op
portunity to secure an entrail entree is 
ever omitted. 

Major Waugh's popularity among the 
Ft. Totten band was demonstrated by 
Left Bear recently presenting the major 
with a finely trimmed pipe, and making 
a long, dignified and complimentary ad
dress on the occasion. 

Little Edna Waugh is also a great 
favorite. She is called Wan-ci-yan-pi, 
meaning, "Trust in her." Her photograph 
taken when dressed in buckskin, papoose 
eostume, .standing beside a small skin 
tepee, is a charming pioture of an eight 
year old. 

THE many friends of Senator Hans-
brough will rejoice with him in the 
present rapid convalescence of bis wife, 
whose dangerous illness at the Ryan 
hotel in St. Paul, has been a matter of 
anxiety for the past two weeks. 

THE IRRIGATION INQUIRY. 
The Members of the Commission 

now in Jamestown, Com
mence Work. 

Several Items of State Interest. 
A Way to Prevent 

Frost. 

The Attorney General Changes 
His Mind and Taxation Ex

emption Don't Go. 

The Irrigation Inquiry. 
Col. E. S. Nettleton, who has charge of 

the government irrigation and experi
ment matters, is making Jamestown 
headquarters for the work to be done in 
North Dakota. He is accompanied by 
W. W. Follett, assistant engineer, Prof. 
Hay, geologist, and B. S. LaGrangeof 
Colorudo, a practical irrigation farmer, 
who has cultivated irrigated lands for 
the last 20 years. Col. Nettleton has 
been in South Dakota since May, and 
has put in operation several irrigation 
plants there. His work has taken him 
to Kansas, Nebraska and New Mexico. 
He expects to speatr-4»-«graat "part of vhe 
time until-Get. 1st in North Dakota after 
which he will go to Montana to complete 
his assignment. The object of the enter
prise is to obtain all information possible 
about the semi-arid district between the 
Rocky mountains and the Mississippi 
river, to determine the area of the arte
sian basin or basins that may underlie 
such districts and to put into practical 
operation in the Dakotas irrigation, if it 
be possible to do so. Several farms in 
South Dakota have been irrigated this 
year by wells, and plans and assistance 
has been furnished by Col. Nettleton 
and Mr. LaGrange. This work is in suc
cessful operation now, apd the irrigated 
crops show for themselves. Reservoirs 
have been built and trenches constructed 
to convey the water to the land. There 
are two farms of about 200 acres each 
near Melette, South Dakota, where irri
gation is making excellent crops while 
the surrounding fields show the effect of 
the scarcity of water. Rain has not been 
as abundant in the central part of South 
Dakota as in this state, and in a number 
of counties the crop is very light. The 
reservoir built to hold the water from 
the well covers about three acres on one 
of the above mentioned farms and is 
used for storage. Near Huron there is 
a 400 acre farm irrigated, and showing 
the best crops of the vicinity. This work 
has all been done since May and the 
farmers are convinced that the scheme 
will be entirely practicable, its only 
drawback being the cost of the wells. 
They come for long distances to see the 
fields and believe that if the water holds 
out, there is nothing but the expense 
to prevent a certain crop being secured 
each year by irrigation. Loan and trust 
companies that have foreclosed are going 
to irrigate certain lands as they begin to 
see that it is the only way to make them 
saleable. The abundant rains in North 
Dakota will prevent the necessity of 
starting an irrigation experiment here, 
although it was intended to do so with 
the well at the asylum at this plaoe. 

Col.Nettleton Wedn'sday made another 
examination of the two artesian wells 
here. The pressure of the city well has 
slightly increased since last year, being 
97. The flow is slightly less, however, 
being 461 gallons per minute. There is 
not as much sand in the water, owing to 
the chamber at the bottom being enlarg
ed. The temperature, 76 degrees, is 
rather higher than several South Dakota 
wells. The asylum well is not as dee^as 
the city well by 42 feet. The reason for 
the decreased flow there is the filling of 
the pipe with sand, and insufficient pres
sure to carry it off. The asylum well has 
only reached the first stratum, and Col. 
Nettleton thinks if it is bored lower there 
will be found as good a supply of water 
as m the city well. The contractors only 
agreed to get so much water per day, 
which they did. The appropriation was 
insufficient to bore any lower at that 
time. 

Mr. Follett left Wednesday to examine 
the eastern ridge of coteaus from the 
state line to the Hawks Nest in Foster 
county, to determine what number and 
kind of fresh water springs existed, with 
their possibilities for irrigation. 

Of State Interest. 
Grand Forks Plaindealer: Jos. Hol-

berger and family of McPherson count}', 
South Dakota, was in the city yesterday 
the guest of Herman Wolfe and family. 
Mr. Holberger is one of the farmers who 
were deluded by tne glowing statements 
of the Canadian Pacific agents to go to the 
Northwest Territory to make new homes 
for themselves. Each of the farmers 
were to have a farm for nothing and $400 
in money or its equivalent in farming im
plements advanced, beside free faie from 
Winnipeg. Arriving at Winnipeg they 
had to pay their own fare out, but were 
to have a rebate after arriving at their 
destination. The rebate was never 
received, nor the $400 in money 
either, and as to the land Mr. 
Holberger says it is absolutely good for 
nothing; is covered with scrubby brush 
and sloughs. He concluded that the best 
thing he could do would be to go back 
where he came from. The trip has cost 
him about a thousand dollars'besides the 
low of his time. None of the party who 
went out will remain. Some have already 
gone and others are making preparations 
to go. Unfortunately some nave not the 
money to get away with. 

Lisbon Star: A Norweigan farmer 
was in town the other day with a yoke of 

oxen hitched to a lumber wagon. They 
were going up Main street on a slow trot 
when a youag roan with a buggy and a 
fast horse attempted to go past them 
The farmer spoke to his horned steeds 
when they lit out at a 2:40 gait, leaving 
the young man and the fast horse far in 
the rear, while the farmer quietly 
chuckled to himself at the result of the 
race. 

Dawson Times: C. E. Ycung. a sheep 
shearer, farmer and all around hustler of 
See. 24-73, sheared 92 head of sheep in 
ten hours at the Jackman & Fister ranch. 
Who can beat this record? He sheared 
532 head for these ranchmen in six days. 
Sheep shearing and sheep raising will 
soon be the leading industry of North 
Dakota. Mr. Young has a band of 250 
sheep and had 75 Iambs, which is 109 per 
cent on the ewes of his flock. 

Going to Encampment. 
Tbe city was full of soldiers Tuesday 

night. Shortly after seven o'clock a 
special came up the valley bearing Bat
tery A, and tbe first regiment band of 
Lisbon; on No. 4 the Bismarck company 
arrived and the Valley City boys came 
in Wednesday morning. A special 
train of five coaches and two baggage 
cars was made up here to carry the boys 
to the encampment at Devils Lake. This 
train left at 6:30 Wednesday, and will 
reach the camp grounds at 3 p. m. 

Tbe Lisbon battery consists of 45 men; 
the bend of U pieces. The battery is 
thoroughly equipped, and well drilled. It 
includes among its members such men as 
Harry Oliver, the republi^&p leader in 
the last house of representatives, George 
F. Goodwin, ex-attorney geneiftl of the 
state, and Editor Aplin of th»Lisbon 
Gazette. The Lisbon men all took ̂ up
per at the Gladstone and then visitCd 
the asylum. The First Regiment band 
discoursed some captivating music, al
though it was claimed that two of their 
best men were not with them. 

Colonel Miller, Lieutenant Colonel 
Ford, Adjutant Schwellenbach nnd tbe 
following members of Company H will 
go into camp: Captain, FrankS. Eddy; 
first lieteunant, Harry C. Flint; second 
lieutenant, Allison D.Wells; 1st sergeant, 
G. A. Lieber; 2nd sergeant Andrew 
Blewett; 3d sergeant, Frank Lenz; 1st 
corporal, M. L. Parker; 2nd corporal, O. 
St. C. Cbenery ^privates—B. J. RoperJO. 
McHarg, M. Hodge. A. Raymond, D. 
Baldwin. H. J. Farley, W. Lvov, A. M. 
Clough, P. W. Eddy, A. M. Halstead, A. 
Klein, L. Lucian, H. G. Procter, Jack 
Kelleher, Frank Martin, J. A. Reed. 
WiU Gleason, Harry Crossley and Jim 
Holmes are already on the grounds, hav
ing gone a week ahead as the detail from 
this comyany. 

THREE ARE INDICTED. 

Court Cases. 
One. of the most interesting cases 

docketed for this term of court is tbe 
last on the calendar. It is an action for 
divorce brought by John J. Carpenter 
against his wife Nellie E. Carpenter. In 
the complaint the plaintiff sets forth that 
he was married in Adrian, Mich., Nov.19, 
1884, and has resided in North Dakota 
since June, 1889. He lived with bis wife 
until August 29th, 1886, when she left 
him. One of the allegations of the com 
plaint says: "The plaintiff has always 
conducted .himself properly towards the 
defendant as a husband and has in all 
resoects been faithful to tbe marriage re
lations, but that tbe defendant, disre
garding her obligations in this regard, 
has been and is guilty of Buch extreme 
cruelty towards tbe plaintiff as to cause 
him grevious mental suffering;" and that 
her "offensive conduct" has utterly de
stroyed plaintiff's "peace of mird." 
Plaintiff further alleges that defendant 
endeavored to play the head of the 
family in tbe matter of handling 
and distributing moneys; that she used 
indecent language, and that she struck 
him and once endeavored to shoot him. 
There are no children. S. J <. Glaspell is 
the attorney for the plaintiff and E. W. 
Camp for the defendant. 

The case of Owen Martin vs. Wm. R. 
Hawthorn et a!., is on trial in the district 
court. The action is brought to secure 
damages for the alleged wrongful con
version of $250 worth of grain. Friday 
afternoon and Saturday were occu
pied in trying the case. S. L. Glaspell 
and EI W. Camp are the attorneys in the 
case. 

No $200 Exemption. 
Attorney General Spencer has evi

dently got some new light on the "ex
emption" question, but just what it is 
has not been made public. In a circular 
dated July 2d, Auditor Bray notifies 
county auditors that the attorney 
general has reversed his form
er opinion as ta exemp
tions and now holds that the law exempt
ing $200 worth of personal property from 
taxation is not operative this year and 
that the personal property assessment 
must therefore be returned to the state 
auditor in full, as equalized by the 
county board. 

It is unfortunate that the attorney gen
eral did not sooner reverse himself. The 
assessment has now been made,and upon 
the basis of the 8200 exemptions. The 
Alert cannot speak for other counties, 
but here the assessors let no property 
escape. Poor people whose names have 
never before appeared on the tax roll 
were listed. In many cases the assess
ment was not mere than $20 or $30. 
Such people have burdens enough with
out paying taxes on their little. They 
never would have been listed, but for 
the supposed exemption. The effects of 
the attorney general's reversal falls 
heaviest upon this class of people. In 
some counties, it is said, the county 
commissioners propose to rise to the 
emergency and make the $200 deduction 
in equalizing assessments. In counties 
where the assessment was made as in 
this county, such a course would meet 
with public approval. 

The Grand Jury Wind up Their 
Work by Finding Three 

Indictments. 

Tliey Find Nothing to Complain 
About, But Have Fun with 

Boynton. 

Opinion* That the Grand Jury 
was an Expensive 

Luxury. 

The Grand Jury Quits. 

The grand jury completed its work 
Friday noon. At a few minutes before 
twelve o'clock they filed into the court 
room and Foreman Goodrich made a re
port and announced that the jury bad 
completed its work. Judge Rose receiv
ed the report and dismissed the jury, 
after complimenting them upon the ex
peditious discharge of their duties. 

The jury brought in three indictments. 
The papers are in the possession of Clerk 
Branch and under lock and key. It is 
known that the jury Bpent most of the 
time investigating violations of the pro
hibition law and it is thought saloon 
men are the parties indicted. 

In their report to the court, the jury 
say they inspected the jail and found it 
in fair condition. The officers in charge 
are highly commended for the faithful 
manner in which they have discharged 
their duties. The county offices were 
also inspected and found to be in fine 
shape;. The jury recommend that the 
wood work in the vaults be replaced 
with iron, especially in the register's 
vault. Th9 attention of the county com
missioners and city officials is called to 
the condition of the roads leading into 
Jamestown and they are recommended 
to place them in' condition so that the 
large crop this fall can be safely market
ed- They are also recommended to secure 
good title to all the roads leading into 
the city. 

Sheep Inspector Boynton is conduct
ing teachers examination for Superin
tendent Wadsworth and the grand jury 
could not resist the temptation to have a 
little fun at his expense. The following 
paragraph was inserted in tbe report: 
"We find one room, that of the superin
tendent of schools, occupied by the sheep 
inspector, which has the appearance of 
too many clerks. We recommend that 
an explanation be asked from the sheep 
inspector." 

The jury in the case of D. M. Osborne 
& Co. vs. I. C. Wade, tried Thursday, 
brought ia a verdict for the defendant. 

The case of D. M. Osborne Jk Co. vs. 
John Joos was tried Thursday afternoon 
and resulted in a verdict for the defend
ant. The amount ir controversy is only 
$10—which amount is claimed to be still 
due on a note given by defendant. The 
facts as alleged are that defendant paid 
the note, but that in figuring a mistake 
of $10 was made so that in reality he 
only paid within $10 of the Hmount due. 
L. T. Hamilton for the plaintiff and 
Fredrus Baldwin for the defendant were 
the attorneys in the case. It is said that 
an appeal to the supreme court will be 
taken. 

Friday morning tbe Barnes county 
school district cases came up, and three 
of them were speedily disposed of. The 
case of tbe People's bank of St. Paul vs. 
School District No. 59, and Hayward vs. 
District No. 69 were dismissed. The 
People's bank of St. Paul vs. School Dis
trict No. 52 was continued over the term. 

The jury in the case of Martin vs. 
Hathorne, tried Saturday, returned a ver
dict for the plaintiff of 870. The suit 
was brought to recover damages for the 
alleged wrongful conversion of grain. 

Monday, tbe case of Hermance V6. 
Wauph, a suit on a promissory note, was 
called. There was no defense and the 
plaintiff was given a verdict for $147. 

The case of Oliver M. English vs. J. D. 
and David Goodman is now on trial, the 
plaintiff being represented by S. L. 
Glaspell and the defendant by L. T. 
Hamilton. English worked for J. L. 
Sharlow and brings suit for $50 wages, 
which he alleges Goodman was to pay. 

Ole Bowe, indicted for breaking into a 
Northern Pacific car, was arraigned Mon
day. and given until Tuesday to 
plead. The case was continued until the 
next term of court. 

How We Get the Worst of it. 
Jerome Sabin relates an incident which 

illustrates the methods of some commis
sion men. A farmer named Wilkinson, 
living near Edgeley, cut a fleece in two 
and sent one half to a Chicago commis
sion house, asking what they would give 
for his clip. The reply came back 13 
cents. Mr. Wilkinson thought this too 
little and acting on a happy thought sent 
the other half of the fieece to his brother 
in Wisconsin and requested him to for
ward it as a Bample to tbe same Chicago 
commission bouse and ask what the wool 
was worth. The reply came just as 
promptly as in the former case, but this 
time tbe price was fixed at 20 cents. This 
is a plain discrimination of 7 cents per 
pound against Dakota wool. Wisconsin 
wool is quoted as such on tbe market 
and there is a certain definite value to it 
which the commission man knows he 
must pay to secure it. It is different 
with our wool. It is classed as "terri
torial" with uncertain and varying quo
tations. There is no good reason why 
Dakota wool should only bring 13 cents, 
when the same wool shipped from Wis-
consid would readily sell for 20 cents, 
yet this condition of affairs is likely to 
exisit until our wool is quoted in 
the wool markets as "Dakota wool." 

Crops Looking Well. 
The Alert is in receipt of daily letters 

from parties in other states inquiring, 
about progress of crops here and tbe 
prospective outcome. A great manyii 
persons are anxiously looking for -
North Dakota to give a good aeoount of f 
herself this year, and from every indica
tion no one will be disappointed. The 
crops never looked more promising. 
Wheat is rapidly heading out, and stands -
very high and thick on the ground. Tbe 
early sowed fields are now magnificent ; 
sights to behold. Tbe heads are full and 
the Derry promises to be plump. The • 
great abundance of rain has brought to >• 
its present condition not only the grain,1 

but the grass on the prairie has grown 
into a solid thick mat furnishing such an 
immense amount of pasturage that stockr 

of all kinds is fat and thriving. There • 
will be any amount of bay this year, the 
only fears_ being bad weather in which 
to secure it. Everything points to a 
grand year for the state. There are no 
drawbacks of any kind as yet to be 
chronicled, and if the ordinary growing 
season lasts as long as customary with
out exceptional disasters in the way of 
rust or frost or insects, the year 1891 will 
be put down as a great friend of tbe 
farmers of this state. 

It's a Good Theory. 
A recent drop in the temperature at 

Grand Forks causes Capt. Griggs to ad
vance the following idea to the readers 
of the Herald of that citj: Tne prefes of 
the state ought to urge farmers to build 
fires these cold nights, which will cer
tainly neutralize the effect of possible 
frosts. I am afraid of early frosts this 
year, and as I have observed that the 
burning of straw, brush, manure, or any 
combustible material has a tendency to 
raise the temperature for many miles 
around, it appears to me that farmers 
ought to be prepared to make fine when
ever tbe temperatnre falls dangerously 
low. The burning of Walker's saw mill 
a few years ago was a great loss to Mr. 
Walker and to the city, but it was a God 
send to farmers for many miles aronsd 
in the direction the wind blew, for it 
certainly saved their crops from partial, 
if not total destruction. It was cold that 
night, if you remember, and wheat was 
frosted in many places in the Red river 
valley, but all in the path of the wind for 
a distance of 25 miles from Grand Forks 
escaped the heavy hand of Jack Frost. 
The mill fire was tbe cause of our escape. 
I have no doubt of it whatever." 

Wanted.—.An Opera Honae. 
The superior drawing power of a 

comedy was again noticed Monday night 
when the presentation of "The Corner -
Grocery" was witnessed by a fairly good 
audience. In tbe opinion of many Mr. 
McFarland makes a better "Daddy 
Nolan" than Mr. Sully himself. He has 
force and realism and is a master of 
Irish brogue. The bad boy was satis
factorily bad. The play pleased all who 
were present, something that has not 
been true of the last few theatrical com
binations that have appeared here. 

Tbe remark of "Daddy Nolan" that he 
bad "$30,000 to build a new Opera bouse 
in—well I wont say what town" was 
caught up by the audience and smiled at 
with approval, for every one knew the 
aotor referred to Jamestown. There is 
no town on the Northern Pacific where a 
ueat, comfortable and moderately sized 
Opera house is needed as badly as here. 
People pay city prices to hear perform
ances that can not be properly produced 
in tbe rink. An Opera bouse is what 
Jamestown sadly needs and what the go 
ahead citizens ought to secure without 
further delay. 

Sot a Popular Body. 
Speaking of the grand jury, of which 

he was a member, D. E. Hughes says it 
was little better than a farce. He thinkB 

there was really no call for a grand jury 
and that it was a needless expense forced 
upon the county by some of the more 
radical of the prohibitionists. It is said 
that the work of the jury was completed 
Thursday, but that some of the mem
bers showed a disposition to remain in 
session, and under pay, for a few days 
longer, anyhow. 

It is reported that the parties indicted 
by the grand jury were L. Blum, Wm. 
Cowan and Ole Bole. The two former 
are charged with violating the prohibi 
tion law and the latter with breaki 
open a Northern Pacific freight oar. This 
is the sum of the grand jury's work. It 
cost $250 to get two indictments against 
men who had already left the state, and 
one of whom had forfeited his bond. 
The other case would nevei have de
manded a graod jury. The taxpayers 
and people generally are thankful that 
the grand jury remained in session no 
longer than it did. 

Bushels of 'Hoppers. 
Professor Waldron in tbe Argus: Here 

are three kinds of grasshoppers I have 
found in the streets of Fargo. These 
are the common kind; that is a Rocky 
mountain locust; see, the hind legs have 
three black spots on the upper inside in
stead of a straight black marking as in 
the ordinary hopper; the eyes are higher 
and protrude more; the front proboscis 
are the same size the entire length. 
These specimens probably dropped down 
from some black Hying ones. There has 
not been to exceed 100 acres of grain de
stroyed in tbis state as yet, and our 
teams are catching from four to Bix 
bushels per day each. I will go back 
again to superintend the work in a day 
or two. 

Boiler and engine repairing done by J. 
T. Eager. ; 


