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BONES OF MASTODONS. 
WHY COMPLETE SKELETONS ARE 

RARELY FOUND NOWADAYS. 

Portions of AnlinuU Are Frequently 

Carried Awuy by Simtller Creiitiired ami 

Then tlio Itones Generally Dcouiii|iuie. 

Kvlileneo That Men Saw Them. 

A reporter 1ms had an interesting talk 
with Professor Waril on the subject of 
the mastodon remains discovered at Oak-
field. "A man came to me yesterday," 
said he, "and showed me a rib which he 
said he had dug up. It was certainly a 
mastodon rib. He said he was going to 
dig for the rest of it, but I doubt if he 
finds very much more. You can easily 
see how this might be. Suppose an ox 
gets stuck in the mud and dies, wolves 
tear the flesh arid gnaw the bones; per-
liap9 a skunk will carry some of the 
smaller ones into his hole. Bones de
compose. If there is a flood they becomo 
scattered. 

"So, you see, before time has dug a 
grave in which the remains of our im
aginary ox may rest undisturbed for 
ages, chance has scattered them far and 
wido. So it is with the fossil remains 
of the mastodon and mammoth, and the 
man who finds one bone of the animal 
and digs for the rest is very apt to be 
disappointed. There is hardly a county 
in the United States west of New Eng
land where remains of mastodons have 
not been found at one time or another. 
Tho country was full of them. I believe 
that a mastodon tooth was found in this 
city some twenty years ago, and several 
bones wero found near the Brighton 
lock. The mammoth bore about the 
same relation to the mastodon that the 
Indian elephant does to the African. 

"Mastodons were more numerous in 
this country and mammoths in Europe 
and Asia. 

THE STUDY OP BONES. 
"I have here," continued Professor 

Ward, "the skull and upper jaw of a 
baby mastodon which, as you see, is 
very perfect. The teeth are milk teeth, 
and you can see one of the second teeth 
imbedded in the upper jaw. The teeth 
formed at the rear and were pushed for
ward. I say a baby mastodon, and so it 
was; but it was as large as the largest 
ox to be seen at a county fair. Under 
the upper layer of skull you see this sort 
of honeycomb of bone. You know 
enough of anatomy to remember that 
the human skull is composed of an 
upper and under layer of hard bone, 
with softer bone between. The human 
head does not require to bo large to be 
in proportion to the body, and a caput 
just large enough to hold the brain is all 
that is required. 

"An elephant, mastodon or mammoth 
does not require a large brain, but they 
all need a massive head; Here you havo 
the upper and under layer, as in the 
human skull, but the porous bone be
tween is magnified enormously. It is 
nearly a foot in thickness in some of the 
larger specimens. I remember when I 
was on the coast of Africa seeing what I 
supposed to be an enormous hornet's 
nest. The natives told me it was the 
head of an elephant which they had 
killed three or four years previous. The 
upper layer of the skull had been shelled 
off, leaving the middle honeycomb of 
bone exposed to view. It was some time 
before I could bring myself to believe 
that it was really an elephant's skull." 

Professor Ward showed his visitor liis 
collection of mammoth and mastodon 
bones. He has nearly enough of different 
sizes to reconstruct an entire animal, 
but, of course, the variation in size 
would prevent this. It is much more 
satisfactory in the results obtained to 
take these specimens for models and re-
construct a skeleton from wood. "I sup-
Dose,"said the reporter, after a prolonged 
inspection or tnese curiosities, "i sup
pose that human eyes never saw these 
wonderful animals that roamed over the 
country in such vast numbers so long 
ago." 

THE ONLY EVIDENCE. 
"You are mistaken," said Professor 

Ward, "though your mistake has been 
that of the world of science until recent
ly. Bones of the mastodon have been 
found split open in such a way that the 
object of breaking them was evident. It 
was to obtain the marrow within. But 
more, the stone head of a hatchet with 
which the work was done has been found 
near by. Now, there are no animals 
which use stone hatchets to break up 
bones. That hatchet head was once the 
implement of some primeval warrior. A 
shoulder blade of the mastodon, a bone 
comparatively thin, has been found 
pierced, as if by a spear, and the spear 
head has been found with it. The speav 
was evidently thrust in and withdrawn 
from the body of the animal, and when 
it was withdrawn its head was probably 
torn off. Monkeys don't carry spears. 

"But, though these evidences are con
vincing enough, they are not the best 
proof we have that man existed in tho 
days of the mammoth and the mastodon 
and has survived them both. Anti
quarians who have spent so much time 
in an endeavor to discover the meaning 
of the mounds erected by the mound 
builders have made one thing certain. 
Many of these mounds were constructed 
in the shape of animals and birds. There 
on the wall hang a number of facsimiles 
of these mounds. They were prepared 
by a member of the Milwaukee His
torical society. There is one which evi
dently represents a hawk or some similar 
bird of prey with outstretched wings, 
and there is another which evidently 
portrays some squirrellike animal with 
a remarkably long tail, and here you 
have as perfect a representation of an 
elephantlike animal as could well be con
trived. 

"Now, had the mound builders been 
&s learned in comparative anatomy as we 
are, and had they reconstructed a mas
todon as we have, they could never have 
understood the meaning of the cavity in 
the skull which indicates to us that the 
animal had a trunk. We could never 
"have done that had we not seen an ele
phant. No, the mound builders saw the 
isastodons before they became extinct 

CAN TALK WITH THE MONKEYS. 

A 8nn Francisco Man Who Is Helleved 
to Havu Mastered the Simian Lingo. 
A mysterious individual haunts Wood

ward's gardens to whom is attributed 
the gift of conversing with monkeys in 
their own language. He is a little old 
man who has seen about three score 
years and ten, but as he is always alone 
and speaks to no one very little is known 
about him. For nearly a year past the 
old gentleman has daily visited that 
former popular resort, deposited the en
trance fe>3, and as quickly as his feeble 
strength will allow and with eagerness 
depicted on his seamed and weather 
beaten countenance proceeds at once to 
the monkey cage. 

The monkeys recognize him and set 
up a chattering and howling that would 
grate on a sensitive person's nerves, but 
the old man does not mind it a bit. He 
enjoys it, and beams on the quadrumana 
that make every effort to reach him 
through the iron bars with an expression 
that would lead one to think that liis 
soul was wrapped up in them. 

Finally, the noise subsides and the old 
man gazes into a dozen comical expect
ant faces pressed against tho bars, with 
twenty-four pairs of bright eyes looking 
at him, and utters a few guttural sounds 
that astonish and please the monkeys. 
He perfectly imitates the sounds of most 
of them, and all arrange themselves in a 
semicircle and with great seriousness 
listen to all he has to say. Sometimes 
his tone is serious, when all the monkeys 
put on a very abject expression and look 
as sorrowful as a monkey can. 

Then again, when the tones are differ
ent, the monkeys will dance about with 
every evidence of delight, and all begin 
to jabber at once, until the old man 
points his finger at one of the largest. 
All remain silent while he seemingly 
carries on a conversation with one of the 
older ones, imitating all the grimaces 
and actions of a monkey as well as any 
human being could. 

Sometimes the conversation lasts an 
hour or more, when tho little man bids 
his friends adieu until the morrow. 

It is said by some that the little man 
was once a sea captain, whose crew was 
murdered by the natives on the coast of 
Brazil, and he made his escape to the 
forests of tho interior with no com
panions but the monkeys for many 
months, and subsisted entirely on the 
wild fruits and other food berries that he 
could gather. It is supposed that he ob
tained some knowledge of their method 
of communication during the months of 
his enforced residence in the wilderness 
that enables him to engage the attention 
of the monkeys at Woodward's Gardens. 

When accosted the old man will not 
reply, and his mysterious behavior is a 
source of much comment.—San Fran
cisco Examiner. 

A Live Puckiice in the Dead Letter Office. 
Is it to be expected that an ordinary 

clerk, without special remuneration, 
shall expose himself to the dangers inci
dent to the opening of the multitudinous 
and mysterious packages that are left as 
metaphorical foundlings upon the figura
tive doorstep of the postmaster general? 
Lest these perils be deemed imaginary, it 
may be appropriate to refer to seventeen 
snakes that arrived together on one oc
casion in a parcel of the sort described, 
although they were all very much alive, 
especially a rattler, eight feet in length 
and one of the biggest ever captured, 
that rattled its nine rattles and showed 
its fangs to the unaffected dismay of the 
young gentleman who undid the bundle. 

So great was his embarrassment that 
he failed at the moment to keep accu
rate count of the reptilian consignment, 
and three weeks later the entire office 
was set in a stir by the unexpected ap
pearance from beneath his desk of a 
three foot adder speckled in yellow and 
black. Owing to the fact that adders of 
other than the arithmetical variety are 
discouraged in government offices, this 
particular serpent is now enjoying a 
perennial spree in a bottle of alcohol on 
a shelf in the postoffice department.— 
Washington Letter. 

Origin of an Old Fad. 
A practice was common about fifty 

years ago of rubbing the eye in a peculiar 
way from the outer to the inner corner, 
the result being, as was supposed, to 
strengthen the sight. The practice orig
inated with President John Quincy 
Adams, who had what is called "a 
weeping eye," disease having caused the 
closing of some of the ducts, so that he 
was forced to wipe away the overflowing 
moisture about once in every five min
utes. He always wiped his eye from the 
outer to the inner corner, and some one 
noticing this peculiar action, and know
ing also that, although he had passed his 
eightieth year, he never used spectacles, 
connected the two facts and started the 
theory that rubbing the eye in the way 
indicated prevented the changes insep
arable from advancing years. For a time 
all the old people in the country spent 
half their time rubbing their eyes, but 
the fad soon died out, and is now scarce
ly remembered, save by some old man 
who saw people practicing it when he 
was. a .boy. 

A French Ilarber's Juke. 
Everybody knows that little joke of a 

barber at the expense of a young "Ly-
ceen," who, glowing with pride at the 
discovery, fancied or real, of the first ap
pearance of tender down on his chin, 
hurried off to the hairdresser's to get 
shaved. Tho wily Figaro offered him a 
chair, placed a napkin around his neck, 
covered his face with the fragrant lather 
and Sien walked away to attend to 
other business, apparently quite obliv
ious of his new customer. Growing iin 
patient, the latter at length exclaimed, 
"Well, what are you waiting for?" "For 
the beard to grow," was the barber's re
ply.—Le Petit Parisien. 

The entire police force of Middles* 
borough, Ky., is on trial on the charge 
of lynching Ilosmuss, a stonecutter of 
Cincinnati, several months ago. The 
police at the time had a fight with des
peradoes, and having happened upon 
Rosmuss, who had nothing to do with 
either side, jailed him. They are 
charged with lynching him that same 
morning. 

Raising Water In London Docks. 
Ill lieu of incurring the immense ex

pense of excavctting the London docks to 
accommodate the increased size given to 
modern ships, large pumping engines 
have now been set up, and tho water in 
the docks is raised by this means. Some 
idea of the demands upon these engines 
can be had from tho size of the docks, 
one of which has an area of nearly ten 
acres, the pumps which raise tho water 
having a capacity of 085 tons per minute 
and raising the water level livo feet in 
one a half hours. 

Centrifugal pumps of <raperb work
manship are employed, driven direct by 
compound tandem engines, and the power 
of these pumps is evident from tho fact 
that the inlet orifices to the main pumps 
are fifty-four inches in diameter, and, 
when worked together, the three pumps 
havo a capacity to raise 57,000,000 gal
lons of water in five hours, against an 
average head of ten feet. Tho pumps 
are arranged to be worked separately 
and independently or together, as de
sired, and tho engines are supplied with 
steam at a hundred pounds pressure by 
powerful boilers.—New York "xc.. 

Wlien Silk Was Costly. 

When silk was first worn in England 
two mantles on the shoulders of noble 
ladies belonging to Elizabeth's court at
tracted more attention than even the 
queen. The manufacture of goods from 
raw silk began in England in 1G04, and 
was brought to perfection by the Hugue
not refugees in 1088. Even at that time, 
however, silk was very costly, a pair of 
stockings costing in our money a little 
over $100, a cloak a little less than $1,000. 

Among the :j,052 dresses left by Eliza
beth at her death only twelve were of 
silk, and Leicester, more than his knight
hood, prided himself on n pair of silk 
breeches which he had imported from 
Italy at au expense of over $500.—St. 
Louis Globe-Democrat. 
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A CHILDLESS HOME. 
Smith and his wife have every luxury 

that money can buy, but there is out 
tiling lacking: to their happiness. Botl 
are fond of children, but no little voice; 
prattle, no little feet patter in their 
beautiful home. "I would give tei 
years of my life if I could have one 
healthy, living, child of my own."' Smitl 
often says to himself. No woman ear 
he the mother of healthy offspring un
less she herself is in good health. If siv 
suffers from female weakness, rreneni 
debility, bearing-down pains and func
tional derangemeuts, her physical con
dition is such that she cannot hope t 
have healthy children. Dr. Picrcr' 
Favorite Prescription is a soverinn an; 
juarantced remedy for all these ailment.-

Worn-out, "run-down." feeble women 
need Dr. Pierce's Favorite Preserinti".' 
it builds them up. It's a powerful, i 
-torative tonic, or strength-giver—-frc, 
from alcohol and injurious drues. Th 
entire system is renewed and invigora
ted. It improves digestion, enriches tlv 
blood, dispels aches and pains, gives re
freshing sleep, and restores flesh and 
strength. 

It's the onlv gnaravferd medicine for 
women, sold by druggists. 

A*k my agents for \V. L. Dsiihs Skoes. 
If not tor snle In your place ask your 
dealer to send for catalogue, secure the 
agency, and get them for yon. 

£y TAKE NO SUBSTITUTE. 

WHY IS THE 

W. L. DOUGLAS 
TH^K^HOEm wSFraRmMONEY? 

It Is a seamless shoe, with no tacks or wax thread 
to hurt the feet; made of the best fine calf, stylish 
and easy, and because we make more shoes of this 
grade than any other manufacturer. It equals hand-
sewed shoes costing from 84.00 to $5.00. 
fifi OO (JenHiue Ilaiul-Mewed, the finest calf 
*»vi shoe ever offered for $5.00; equals French 
Imported shoes which cost from 83.00 to $12.00. 

OO llniul-Sctvcd Welt Shoe, tine calf, 
stylish, comfortable and durable. Tho best 

shoe ever offered at this price ; same grade as cus-
tom-made shoes costing from 86.00 to $9.00. 
CO 30 Police Shoei Farmers. Railroad Men 

and LetterCurrUrsali wear them; due calf, 
seamless, smooth iusiile, heavy three soles, exten
sion edge. One pair will wear a year. 
ffiO SO tine calf; no better shoe ever offered at 
•P*" this price; one trial will convince those 
who want a suoe for comfort and service. 
SO -J ami S'J.OO WorkingmaiTn shoes 
•frm* are very strong and durable. Those who 
have given them a trial will wear no other make. 
QAVA' 92.00 mill 81.75 school shoes are 
BWJ 9 worn by the boys everywhere; they sell 
oh their merits, as the Increasing sales show. 
I aHlAfi £3.00 llnmt-newed shoe, best 
UUICO Oongoia, verystyilsh; equals French 
imported shoes costing from $4.00 to $6.00. 

Ladles' tf.50, 84.00 and SI,1!i shoe for 
M Isses are the best flue Dongola. Stylish and durable. 

Caution.—See that W. L. Douglas' name and 
price are stamped on the bottom of eacb shoe. 

W. L. DOUGLAS, Brockton, Mass. 

Sold by GRIFFIN" «Sc CO 

ON® ENJOYS 
Both the method and results when 
Syrup of Figs is taken; it is pleasant 
and refreshing to the taste, and acts 
gently yet promptly on the Kidneys, 
Liver and Bowels, cleanses the sys
tem effectually, dis^ls colds, head
aches and fevers and cures habitual 
constipation. Syrup of Figs is the 
only remedjr of its kind ever pro
duced, pleasing to the taste and ac
ceptable to the stomach, prompt in 
its action and truly beneficial in its 
effects, prepared only from the most 
healthy ana agreeable substances, its 
many excellent qualities commend it 
to all and have mads it the most 
popular remedy known. 

Syrup of Figs is for sale in 50c 
and $1 bottles by all leading drug
gists. Any reliable druggist who 
may not have it on hand will pro
cure it promptly for any one who 
wishes to try it. Do not accept any 
substitute. 

CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP CO. 
ShU FRANCISCO, CAL. 

LOUISVILLE, KY. AEVJ YORK. N.Y 

SECRET SOCIETY I>1 RECTORY. 

KT.—Wiliulia Oomniawk'iy, No. 4, regular 
• meetings second Tlmrsdav of each month. 

K. .1. SCmVEl.LKNB.YClI, E. C. 
J. J. Etltfy, Uecoi'tler. 

RA. M. —Jamestown Chapter, No. C, meets 
• 1st ami :id Monday evenings each month. 

T. F. 1!RANCH, HI. E. Ji. P. 
J. J Eddy, Secretary. 

AF. & A. M.—Jamestown Lodge No. "3, 
• meets 1st and 3d Wednesday evenings each 

month. T. F. BHANCil, W. -AI. 
J . J .  E d d y ,  S e c r e t a r y .  

OE. S.—I.ady Washington Chapter No. 8, 
• meets 2(1 and 4th Friday evenings of each 

month. EL1ZA15ETU'WHITE, W. M. 
U. A. Bill, Secretary. 

IO. (). E.—Jamestown Lodce No. 8, meets 
• every Thursday evening, at 8:00. 

JOS I All CAKTKR, X. G. 
A. U. Ashley, Kec. Secretary. 

AO. U. W. —Ft. Seward Lodge No. 18, 
• meets every Friday evening, at 7:30. 

A. BLEWETT.M. W. 
C. li. Flint, Iteeorder. 

Kof II.—lamestown Lodge No. 3509, meets 
• every Monday evening, at 8:00. 

J. C. WAKNOCK, Dictator. 
W. 15. Parish, Reporter. 

GA. 1{.—W. II. Seward Post No. 8, meets 
• First and Third Tuesday evenings, of each 

month. F. HIGELOW, Commander. 
11. J. Porter, Adjutant. 

WR. C.—Wm. H. Seward Corps No. — 
• meets 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings each 

month. ELIZABETH STETSON, President. 
Mrs. F. liigelow, Secretary. 

Io. G. T.—Jamestown Lodge No. 14, meets 
• every Tuesday evening, in Odd Fellows 

hall. J. E. ANDERSON, C. T. 
V. L. Bennett, Secretary. 

FA.—Jamestown Farmers Alliance No. 2, 
• meets lirst and third Saturdays of each 

month. CLINTON WADE, President. 
J. W. Goodrich, Secretary. 

ROBERT LINDBLOM & CO. 

G R A I N  
-AND-

PROVISION BROKERS. 
Room 13-15, Board ot Trade 

CHICAGO. 

Northwestern Business Specialty 

Solicited. 

ATTENTION. 

ALFRED STEEL, 

: III FINANCIAL 
^GKEZSTT. 

Jamestown, - N. D. 

Fire, Cyclone, Life, Accident and Plate Glass 
Insurance. Loans lor Long or Short 

Time. 

Is directed to the Wisconsin Central Line* as 
the direct route to and from Milwaukee,Chicago 
and all ooints East and South. Two through 
fast trains with Pullman Yestibuled Drawing 
Sleepers and tiie Central's famous Dining Cars 
attached each way daily, between Minneapolis 
and St. Paul and Milwaukee and Chicago. 

For tickets, sleeping car reservations, time 
tables and other information, apply to any 
ticket agent in the United States or Canada, or 
at city offices, corner Washington and Nicollet 
Avenues and 102 East 3rd Street, St, Paul, or to 
F. H Anson, General Northwestern Passenger 
Agent, Minneapolis. Minn. 

Capital House, 
The traveling public will 

find good accommodations and 
prices reasonable. 
Good Sale and Feed Stable in 

Connection. 
Attentive Hostler day and 

night. 

G.W. Ingiaham, Prop'r 

Subscribe for 
Weekly Alert. 

The 

^ mm p i:;\i >] i :>.) n?y in fad m the scenes of 
.Ik , .. ,. npchikUjood,. 

my recoUection recalls fterri ioview» 

hur?g on jfce poles of 
green b&sswood; 

J fyeSmoke and fljeSmell ib&fr my . 
„ infancy knev/! 

Bui"D?ose dajjof5oap . , 
consequent Mguisfy rfove !07g> since departed, we pray and we Ijope; 

nje use of tlje stuff 'ganto 
' \ A mr]e ar,d*° knffuish 

As soon as tfeey offered 

ANTAULAUS^OAR 
N.K.FAIRBANK & Co., CHICAGO, 

BY 

W. At LLOYD, Prcs't. li. McK. LLOYD, Vice Pres't. .T. M. LLOYD, Casli'r 

THE LLOYD'S NATIONAL BANK, 
JAMESTOWN. NORTH DAKOTA. 

PAID UP CAPITAL, - $100,000.00 

DO A GENERAL BANKING BUSINESS. 
E. P. WELLS, Pres. JNO. S. WATSON, Vice Pres. Geo. I.. WEBSTER, Cashier 

THE JAMES RIVER NATIONAL BANK, 
JAMESTOWN, DAKOTA. 

Paid Up Capital, $50,000 
SURPLUS, - $5,000. 

Qeneral Banking and Exchange Business Pone 

GULL RIVER LUMBER CO., 
MANUFAOTUKEivS AND DEALERS IN 

Lath, Lumber, Shingles, Doors, 
COAL, WOOD, LIME, BRICK, ETC. 

Mills at Gull River, Minnesota. 
Office and Yard—North Side, near the N.P 

Elevator Co. 

AI.C. Groodsill & Co., 
(Successors to Geo. R. Topliff & Company,) 

—DEALERS IN— 

WOOD, LIME, CEMENT, BRICK, HAIR AND PLASTER 
Anthracite, Bituminus and Smithing Coals, 
Agents for Acme Cement Wall Plaster, Patent Stone Chimr.eus 

Curbing. Pipe, Etc, 

JAMESTOWN 

RUSSELL, MILLER MILL1N6 COMPANY, Proprietors 

Manufacturers of FLOUR AND FEED. 
THE CELEBRATED BRANDS: 

lie of Jamestown. "A" Patent, Golden Northwest 

Insurance, Real Estate, Final Proofs, 
HOUSES FOR RENT. 

W. B. S. TRIMBLE. 
JAMESTOWN, 

NORTH DAKOTA. 
Loans and Collections. 
Steamship and R. R. Tickets. 
Taxes Paid for Non-Residents. 
Grain and Stock Farms Managed 

QET YOUR NEIGHBOR 
To Subscribe for THE WEEKLY ALERT. 

J®"It prints more News of all kinds than any Weekly paper in the state—for $2.00 

Satarto 
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