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HAD NO RIGHT TO SELL 
State School Lands Sold Con

trary to Law—So a Citi
zen Says. 

The Commission Called Down 
by a Stutsman County 

Farmer. 

Mass Meeting at the Rink to 
Raise Funds for Russian. 

Sufferers. 

The following communication explains 
itself: 

Editor Alert: The school lands adver
tised by the board of university and 
school lands have been sold. Lands 
worth $60 per acre have been knocked 
off in job lots at about §20. One reason 
of their going so cheaply is the fact that 
they are already under lease till 1893; as 
a consequence there was but little compe
tition, and those who held the lease had 
everything their own way. Now as a 
citizen of this commonwealth I wish tc 
enter my protest against the confirmation 
of this alleged sale, for the reason that it 
is wholly without authority of law. There 
is not a single word in all the body of 
the laws that justifies it. 

The university and school land board 
is created by the constitution and to it is 
given the control of the leasing and sale 
of the school lands subject to the legis
lature. Now what has the legislature 
done in the matter? They passed "an act 
to provide for the leasing and sale 
of the common school lands of North 
Dakota," approved Jan. 10, 1890. The 
14th section, which provides "that the 
board of university and school lands 
shall designate for sale from the most 
valuable lands so appraised in their dis
cretion an amount not exceeding in the 
aggregate one hundred thousand acres, 
which land so selected and designated 
by said board, shall be sold or offered 
for sale between April 15,1891, and June 
1,1891, in the manner prescribed by this 
act." 

All the subsequent sections nf this act 
prescribe the manner in which this sale 
shall be advertised and conducted, but 
there is nowhere authority given to sell a 
single acre beyond the one hundred 
thousand, nor for any sale nt any time 
except between April 15,1891, and June 
1,1891. There is not an expression in 
the law that gives them the power to sell 
annually or at any other stated periods. 
There is not an expression that gives 
them any discretion except to designate 
the lands authorized to be sold. Nor is 
there a single expression the meaning of 
which is doubtful or ambiguous from 
which such an authority might be in
ferred. 

Now what shall be said of this high 
banded invasion of the rights of the peo
ple? Ben Butler in his book says he 
never read the army regulations because 
he did not wish to know when he violated 
them. Perhaps this board of the high 
sounding name never read the law for 
the same reason. The roost charitable 
assumption is that they have never read 
the law. This board is composed of all 
the high state officials. They have all 
registered a solemn oath to support the 
constitution and the laws of North Da
kota and they are guilty of proceeding in 
this matter either without knowing the 
law or of wilfully violating it—let them 
take which born they please—and then 
come before the next state convention 
and ask for vindication. But we protest, 
we solemnly protest, against this unlaw
ful sale of the people's lands. 

W. H. DOUGHTY. 
Ypsilanti, April 28. 
The lands above referred to are in the 

Red Biver valley, in the counties of Cass, 
Grand Forks, Pembina, Walsh, Richland 
and Traill. They are said to be the 
cream of the school lands. 

The law referred to by the corrre-
spondent appears to fully bear out his 
positive statement. The constitution in 
article' 9, Sec. 155, provides that "the 
legislative assembly shall provide for the 
sale of all school lands subject to the 
provisions of this article," and the only 
act of the legislature authorizing the 
sale of any school lands is that of the 
act of 1890, as above referred to. 

The constitution provides that not 
more than one-fourth of all the grant of 
school lands shall be sold within the first 
five years. In the 1891 sale there were 
about 30,000 acres disposed of, about the 
legality of which there can be no ques
tion whatever. In the sale this year 
about 60,000 acres were sold making 
90,000 in all, or still under the amount 
allowed by the legislative aot of 1890. 
But no other act of 1891 authorizes any 
other sale of school landB, thafo at the 
'/time mentioned, between April 15 and 
June 1,1891. Attorneys claim that the 
constitution is not self enforcing and no 
sale of school lands can be made without 
a special legislative act authorizing the 
same. No such act exists except in case 
of the lands ordered sold or to be offered 
for sale, between April 15 and June 1, 
1891, whioh law was passed by the legis
lative assembly of 1890. 

It is said that the action of the board 
of school lands was taken upon an 
"opinion" of Attorney General Spencer. 
The opinion is no doubt on file at Bis
marck with the secretary, or some mem
ber of the school board. The board 
consists of Governor Burke, Auditor 
Bray, Secretary Plittie, Attorney General 

^ Spencer and Snperintendent of Public 
Instruction Ogden. They certainly 

would not aot in such an important and 
far reaching matter without competent 
legal authority and this no doubt can be 
furnished at once. The purchasers of 
the lands of course look to 
the state to proteot their titles that 
are rendered invalid by the illegal sale, 
if such it prove to be. It has been Bug 
gested that a future legislature would 
have the right to legalize the sale, but 
that is a question perhaps for the courts 
to decide. If the charge be true, it will 
prove a source of great uncertainty to 
those who have secured valuable lands 
at a low price, with long time and easy 
payments. 

The total number of acres of school 
lands sold to date, including the alleged 
illegal sale of 1892, is S9,878 53-100 acres-
The average price per acre was $19.53. 
The total amount of the sales is $1,744,-
750.52. 

It will be seen that twice as much land 
was sold in 1892 as in 1891, and no doubt 
the lands were the best lands in the 
state. These lands are intrinsically 
worth more than $19.53 per acre, and 
many people believe they would 
bring in a few years at least $50 per 
acre, and that they are worth 675. Should 
their full value be secured for the state 
it will be just so much more to the credit 
of the school fund, and a great source of 
benefit in reducing the school taxes of 
the future. 

There is said to be at present a large 
sum of money in the state treasury to be 
loaned out on securities prescribed by 
law, the interest of whioh should be ap
plied to the school fund. 

To Help Famine Sufferers. 
^ mass meeting was held in the Opera 

rink last night, to express sympathy for 
the sufferers by the Russian famine. 
Rev. Wm. Gibb was chairman. Rev. Mr. 
Teall led in prayer. Among the speakers 
were, B. S. Bassell, Attorneys Gamp 
and Hamilton, Judge Rose, Postmaster 
Smith, Rev. Father Connolly, Rev. Mr. 
Kyan, Rev. Mr. flarvey, Rev. Mr. White-
law and J. P. Baker. I t was pointed out 
that the widespread destitution and 
suffering which exists in Russia is a 
calamity which the people could neither 
forsee nor avert. Already the govern
ment of Russia has spent 105 million 
dollars in measures of relief, besides the 
remittance of taxes amounting to a large 
sum. Yet tha need for eharity was as 
great as ever, 14 millions were living 
on charitable aid doled out to then from 
day to day. If citizens needed anything 
more than the teaching and example of 
Christ to show them their duty 
towards their suffering brothers 
and sisters in this great calamity, they 
might recall the fact that during the war 
of the rebellion, when the existence of 
the Union was imperiled, Russia stood 
by them as a friend and refused to ac
knowledge the confederate government. 
When that disastrous fire occurred 
which in one night left thousands of 
fellow citizens in Chicago homeless and 
involved a loss of ninety millions of dol
lars, contributions from .Europe poured 
in freely for the relief of the destitute. 
They only need to know some of the facts 
regarding the extent and severity of the 
distress whioh at present existed in Rus
sia to feel that here was a loud call for 
sympathy and help. 

The following resolution was adopted: 
Resolved, That in response to the ap

peal of Gov. Burke, Judge Rose (chair
man), Anton Klaus, W. M. Lloyd, E. W. 
Camp, L. T. Hamilton, and Father Con
nolly form a central committee 
to solicit and receive contributions from 
the citizens of Stutsman county, for the 
relief of the sufferers by the Russian 
famine. 

At the close of the meeting $92 were 
subscribed, with some contributions in 
flour. 

A beautiful musical program was fur
nished by Mrs. W. S. Parker, Mrs. H. W. 
Kelley and Mrs. E. J. Schwellenbaoh, 
with Mrs. B. P. Tilden as aocompanist. 

A Change for the Better. 
Spintwood Bugle: The late republi

can convention in this county to select 
delegates to the Grand Forks state con 
vention, May 4th, has been spoken of 
b? some as a tame affair. Some people 
are so constituted that factional strife is 
life to them and anything whioh savors 
of deliberation is considered tame. If by 
tameness is meant the absence of acri
mony and desire to over-ride the wishes 
of the people, whioh has characterized 
previous conventions and whioh has 
obanged Stutsman from a sure republi
can county to a very doubtful one, then 
it was indeed tame. By all the delegates 
a desire to plaeate and heal over old sores 
was evinced. This spirit of fairness—of 
live and let live—if punned will make 
Stutsman as safely republican as ever. 
We hope to see a recurrence of these 
tame affairs. 

WATER MOTORS VANTED. 
The Electric Light Problem 

Again Discussed by the 
City Council. 

New Sidewalks Ordered Built. 
L. T. Hamilton is Elected 

City Attorney. 

Republican Club Elects Dele
gates to Grand 

Forks. 

Estrayed. 
Two ponies, one mouse color, one bav; 

vane and foretop clipped. Information 
leading to recovery will be rewarded. 

D. L. GBAY, Jamestown, N. D. 

. . . .  mummmmmasm 

City Council. 
The regular monthly meeting of the 

city council was held Monday, Mayor 
Fuller presiding. Present — Aldermen 
Adams, Fletcher, Johnson, Lieber, Mason 
and Steel. Absent—Buckley and Ha3res. 

Minutes of regular and special meet
ings held in April, read and approved. 

A petition was received from Geo. 
Lutz and nine others, asking that a 
sidewalk be constructed on the west side 
of First avenue, from north side of Mil
waukee avenue to south side of Wash
ington avenue; also ou south side of St. 
Paul street, from east side of First 
avenue to east side of Second avenue. 

Petition of J. B. Bartel and seven 
others, that the sidewalk on Fourth 
avenue be extended to north side of 
Tenth street, two blocks. 

Petition of D. C. Porter and ten others, 
for a sidewalk on west side of Eighth 
avenue, from Main street to Wisconsin 
street. 

Alderman Lieber offered a resolutiop 
granting the prayer of each of the above 
named petitioners, and providing for the 
construction and extension of said side
walks in accordance with the ordinances 
of the city. On motion of Alderman 
Adams, the resolution was adopted. 

Petition of W. M. Lloyd, Anton Klaus 
and E. P. Wells, asking consideration of 
a previous petition for a system of sew
erage, and suggesting plans for same, 
was received. On motion of Alderman 
Lieber, the petition was referred to a 
special committee of three on sewerage. 

A communication was received from 
Mayor Fuller, vetoing the ammendment 
to the salary ordinance, and assigning 
reasons tfterefor. No action taken. 

A communication was received from 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
accepting the conditions of ordinance No. 
102, passed at last meeting of the council. 
The same was placed on file. 

Under cuspension of the rules, the 
following bills were allowed: 
Alex. Esler, work on streets $3.25 
A. Klaus, April light, 9.25 
The Alert, publishing ordinances, 14.75 
J. R. Winslow, lumber 7.26 
J. R. Winslow, lumber 13.28 
Gieseler, Blewett & Co., nails 21.65 
Fred Lipke, work in city park 4.00 
J. S. Boyd, work on streets, 3.00 

Total. $76.44 
The annual reports of City Treasurer 

Webster and City Clerk Blewett were 
received and read, showing the financial 
condition of the city May 1st, 1892. On 
motion of Alderman Lieber, the city 
treasurer's report was referred to finance 
committee. On motion of Alderman 
Adams, the finance committee was em
powered to employ a competent person to 
check up said report. 

M. J. Barrett, police magistrate, pre 
sented official bond, with*)}. E. Giese, 
Dorman Baldwin and Thos. Drisnoll as 
sureties. Approved and filed. 

A. Blewett, city clerk, presented official 
bond, with Herman Gieseler and H. A. 
Niemeyer as sureties. Approved and filed. 

Alderman Steel, chairman of the 
electrio light committee, reported pro
gress. He accompanied his statement 
by a written report from B. P. Tilden 
and A. M. Clough, who had just com
pleted an investigation of the artesian 
power subject in several South Dakota 
cities. The report recites at length the 
capacity of wells and water motors in 
that state, and expresses the belief ^t 
Jamestown can utilize the artesian well 
as motive power for the electrio light 
plant. 

A general discussion of the question 
followed the reception of this report. 
Alderman Adams said he had faith in 
the utility of the well, and favored 
further investigation of its capacity to 
perform the work. Alderman Lieber 
was in favor of experimenting, providing 
the expense was not too great, but first 
wanted bids received to maintain the 
lights on the present system. Said he 
did not believe the well had sufficient 
power to tun dynamos and give water 
supply and fire protection to the oity at 
same time. Anton Klaus thought 
Engineer Pettigrew of the asylum, 
should be consulted by the committee. 
Alderman Lieber proceeded to "jack up" 
the committee for not seeing Mr. Petti
grew and for failing to advertise for bids 
as directed. Alderman Steel replied with 
considerable spirit that the committee 
bad shown due diligence in the matter, 

and did not propose to be unnecessarily 
rushed. Alderman Fletcher supported 
this statement, and said no time was set 
in whioh the committee should advertise. 
Mr. Tilden and Mr. Clough closed the 
discussion with brief allusions to their 
written report, which they believed to be 
both fair and acourate. 

Alderman Lieber moved that the elec
tric light committee be instructed to 
advertise for bids at once and report at 
next regular meeting. Seconded by Al
derman Mason. Motion lost. 
• On motion of Alderman Fletcher, 
seconded by Alderman Adams, the com
mittee was directed to correspond with 
manufacturers of motors and ascertain 
upon what terms a wheel can be laid 
down in Jamestown. 

Alderman Johnson moved that the 
council take an informal ballot for city 
attorney. The motion prevailed, and 
Alderman Lieber was appointed teller. 
The ballot resulted in three votes for 
Marion Conklin and three votes for L. T. 
Hamilton. 

On motion of Alderman Fletcher, a 
formal ballot was taken with the same 
result. There oeing no choice, a second 
formal ballot was ordered. Hamilton 
received three votes, Conklin two votes 
and S. L. (iiaspel one vote. The third 
formal ballot resulted in three votes each 
for Conklin and Hamilton. The vote 
being a tie, Mayor Fuller voted for L. T. 
Hamilton, and declared him duly elected 
city attorney for the current year. 

On motion, the council adjourned. 

ABOUT A SPECIAL SESSION. 
Meeting of Citizens to Discuss 

the Matter of Convening 
the Legislature. 

President Fancher Says the 
North Dakota Company is 

All Right. 

Starch Factory Project Again 
Revived—Better Prospect 

This Time. 

Republican Club Re-orgamzed. 
About forty republicans assembled at 

the engine house Friday night, pursuant 
to call of Secretary Branch of the Stuts
man County Republican club, to elect 
eight delegates to the state conve ntion 
of republican clubs at Grand Forks, this 
week,andfor the purpose of re-organizing 
the party in this county. 

President Wnde being absent, Fredrus 
Baldwin was chosen chairman of the 
meeting. 

After au informal discussion of the 
condition of the club, in which Major 
Lyon stated that Mr. Wade was unable 
to continue as president, T. F. Branch 
was nominated and elected to that posi
tion for the ensuing term. Permanent 
organization was completed by the elec
tion of Alf. H. Ellsworth as secretary. 

On motion, the president was instruct
ed to procure roll books of old club— 
which had a membership of about -120— 
and open same for the reception of new 
members, at next meeting. 

F. Baldwin, E. M. Sanford and J. J. 
Nierling were appointed as a committee 
to select eight delegates to Grand Forks, 
subject to approval of the meeting. 

The committee reported in favor of the 
following gentlemen as such delegates: 

R. E. Wallace, O. A. Boynton, E. H. 
Sanford, Major Lyon, G. W. Iagrabam, 
E. W. Camp, J. J. Eddy and W. R. Kel
logg. 

The report of the committee was 
unanimously adopted. 

F. Baldwin, R. E. Wallace and T. S. 
Wadsworth were appointed as a commit
tee to raise funds and devise ways and 
means to place the dab on a proper 
basis, and to report at next meeting. 

On motion the club adjourned until 
Friday, May 6th, at 7:30 p. m. 

Dwelling House Burned. 
Shortly after 1 o'clook yesterday a 

fire alarm was sounded from the hose 
house, and people were soon aware that 
a tire was burning in the Second ward. 
Investigation showed it to be a two 
story frame residence, owned by E. P. 
Wells, on Seventh .avenue south, and 
occupied by George Myers, a Northern 
Pacific employe. The fire caught from a 
defective fine in a closet in the rear of 
the bouse, and had got under strong 
headway before the alarm was given. 
Both hose companies were promptly on 
the scene. Hose was attached to the 
hydrant on Sixth avenue and Second 
street and soon a heavy stream of water 
was playing on the building. The fire 
was difficult to extinguish having caught 
in the wood work beneath the plastering 
and the outside boarding. The firem|p 
did excellent work and finally succeeded 
in putting out the blaze but not before 
doing considerable damage. It was not 
learned what insurance there was on the 
house. Most of the household furniture 
on the first floor was removed without 
loss but that in the second story was 
badly damaged by tire and water. 

Advertised Letters. 
List of uncalled for letters in the post-

office at Jamestown. North Dakota, for 
the week ending May 2, 1892: 

LADIES. 

Anderson,MissJulia Berg, Mrs Harry 
Christan, MiseAnnie 

GENTLEMEN. 

Androe, Charle Bloom, Henry 
Andros, Fred - Rboades, Henry M 

Smith, J P 
If not called for within 14 days, will 

be sent to the dead letter offioe. In call
ing for these letters, please say adver
tised, and give date of this list. 

C. P. SMITH. P. M. 

Gov. Burke and H. C. Southard of 
Fargo,, spent Friday in the city consult
ing with people here regarding the 
calling of an extra session of the legisla
ture. The matter of the election of presi 
dential electors for North Dakota is 
causing some considerable agitation. It 
is claimed that the last legislature failed 
to provide for this. The governor 
states that as it now stands there is 
doubt as to whether the state could 
legally elect presidential electors, with
out further action by the legislature. 

The cost of this is estimated at from 
88,000 to $10,000, and if the members 
forego mileage and the railroads furnish 
transportation, the expense might be cut 
down to 83,000 cr 84,000 at the most. 
At a meeting held in Fargo it was 
deemed advisable to do this, and at 
Grand Forks also the feeling seemed to 
be that such action was desirable. 

Gov. Burke says also that he does not 
want to take the entire responsiblity of 
calling the legislature together, neither 
does he want the possible responsibility 
of a future complication in the electoral 
college, by reason of any possible failure 
on his part or the legislature of the state 
to provide for electors. The necessity is 
as great for one party as the other, but 
North Dakota can not afford to be the 
cause of any Hayes-Tilden affair. It is 
not impossible, be says, that the three 
presidential candidates of the republi
can, democrat and alliance parties may 
have a close vote this fall, in which case 
there is no telling what would be the 
result if left to the legislature. He also 
says that this matter is no subterfuge in 
the interest of the World's fair, but if 
the call is made it will be plainly stated 
for what purpose. 

It is said that the World's fair matter* 
and question of electors sould be settled 
without any lengthy session. May 24 
has been suggested as the time best 
suited, as the month of June is nearly 
taken UD with conventions at Minne
apolis and Chicago. 

Regarding the failure of the legislature 
to arrange for the election of electors. 
Senator Worst of Emmons county is 
quoted as saying that a bill had passed 
the senate, and been amended in the 
house at the last session, but when sent 
back for concurrence had been lost in 
the shuffle, so no provision has been 
made for the election of presidential 
electors. 

Chairman Spalding of the state central 
committee says that the only safe way 
i s to have the legislature make legal 
provisions for the election of the electors. 
It would not be safe to leave it for the 
next legislature. 

The matter of the world's fair appro
priation of $25,000 is also considered by 
many leading citizens of Fargo and 
Gtand Forks as equally important and 
necessary. Governor Burke is quoted 
as saying at the Fargo meeting that he 
had been over the state a good deal, and 
he was satisfied that it was not 
possible to raise the extra 850,000 
for the world's fair by popular sub
scription. Fargo and Grand Forks 
would no doubt do their share, but 
the rest of the state was apathetic. 

His own feeling was that if a sufficient 
sum could not be secured to make a suit
able exhibit, the better way would be to 
stop all further expense and make no ex
hibit at all. as it would do the state more 
harm than good to have a poor exhibit. 
H. C. Southard is also of the opinion that 
a proper display is the only one that can 
be of any value, and he believes that 
when the case is fully stated the people 
would not object to the investment of 
the necessary money to give the state 
her proper representation at the fair. It 
is said that an estimate of the cost of an 
extra appropriation of $50,000, would be 
17 cents tax on each quarter section in 
in the state. 

Among those present at the meeting 
Friday afternoon were Mayor Fuller,Rep
resentative Lutz, Judge Rose, F. B. 
Fancher, B. S. Russell, Wm. Lloyd, 
Captain Ingraham, Anton Klaus, R. E. 
Wallace, Col. Warnook, E. M. Sanford, 
Rev. Wm. Gibb, Rev. Father Connolly, 
Editor Stein bach, Major Lyon, Augus
tus Haight, J. Puroell Haker, 
E. S. Miller, E. F. Horn, 
David Goodman, E. L. Calkins and W. 
R. Kellogg. The question of calling a 
special session of the legislature was 
fully discussed, and the sentiment seemed 
to bis in favor of such action if necessary. 
Several expressed themselves at some 
length, among the speakers being Messrs. 
Russell. Fancher, Fuller, Lutz, Lloyd, 
Baker, Horn, Warnock and Father Con-
naliy. " 

Hail Association Matters. 
Referring to the statement in the Pio

neer Press of the 27th, that the Alliance 
Hail association of South Dakota, was 
getting in bad repute in that state, owing 
to certain alleged irregularities in the 
method of transacting business, and the 
further statement that State Auditor 
Taylor of South Dakota, has refused, for 
the present at least, to grant the com
pany any further privilege of doing 
business in South Dakota, Prestdent F. 
B. Fancher of the North Dakota Alliance 
Hail association, says: 

"In the first place many of these detri
mental statements against the South 
Dakota Alliance Hail association eman
ate from politicians who are jealous of 
the growing strength of the farmers in 
that state and would do anything to cast 
discredit upon their cause. In the next 
place there exists the old feud between 
the Pioneer Press and Mr. Loucks and 
other alliance men, and the paper never 
lets an opportunity escape to roast its 
South Dakota enemies. 

"I notice that the examination of the 
company's affairs was made by Jos. 
Frudenfeld, the ex-secretary of the de
funct Farmers Mutual Protective associ
ation of Plankinton, which was driven 
out of the field by the alliance company. 
This fact alone is conclusive of the ani
mus of the charges. 

'The Alliance Hail association of North 
Dakota has had no connection with the 
South Dakota company since May, 1891, 
the separation being made amicably, 
because of greater convenience in doing 
business and economy of management. 
The probable basis of the charges 
against the South Dakota Association, if 
there is any baeis, is because of a 
provision in the by-laws of 
1890 providing tiat the losses 
and expenses in North Dakota 
should be kept seperate from the losses 
and expenses in South Dakota. The 
result of this provision was that policy 
holders suffering loss in North Dakota 
received a higher percentage than those 
suffering losses in South Dakota, owing 
to greater economy in expenses, a more 
vigorous pushing of collections and the 
fact that North Dakota always does 
better than South Dakota in any com
petitive enterprise. The alliance in South 
Dakota is a powerful organization, and 
would not for a moment countenance 
any irregularity in their hail or any other 
department. I shall not be worried con
cerning any charges about alliance men 
in South Dakota until by the partisan 
pi ess, ail of the leaders there are accused 
of being employed in murdering their 
grandmothers. This point will probably 
be reached later in the campaign. U ntil 
then you may say that the Alliance Hail 
association of North Dakota will con
tinue doing the largest business of any 
company in this state, and I do not 
believe that any charge will be brought 
against us." 

STARCH FACTORY PROJECT. 

A 'Wisconsin Man Contemplates Such 
for Jamestown. 

There is a prospect of Jamestown get
ting a starch factory after all. Mayor 
Fuller's Vermont manufacturer, it is 
said, has decided not to come west, but a 
Wisconsin capitalist is seriously consid
ering the plan of building a factory in 
Jamestown. W. W. Thayer, the well-
known traveling salesman and an ex
perienced starch manufacturer himself, 
says that the gentleman who is consider
ing the above project lives at River Falls, 
Wis., is largely interested in that busi
ness and has ample means. If sufficient 
amount of potatoes can be guaranteed 
the enterprise can be started this year. 
The state bounty of one cent a pound is 
the inducement which attracts the Wis
consin man, aud that bounty is believed 
will offset the high freight rates and ex
pensive fuel, and make the investment a 
paying one. Mr. Thayer Says that 80,000 
bushels of potatoes will be re
quired and the factory not of less 
capacity than 3,500 bushels a day. Snch 
a building will cost from 812,000 to 
$15,000. While not requiring any bonus 
from Jamestown. Mr. Thayer says any 
help in the way of location and privil
eges would greatly increase the proba
bility of securing this desirable enter
prise. Propositions from Valley City 
people have been received, but this point 
is preferred on account of shipping ad
vantages. 

Mr. Thayer will consult with some of 
the enterprising citizens here in a few 
days in this matter and find out what 
can be done in the way of insuring the 
planting of the potatoes required, and 
what other information he can get on 
the subject. He will then return to 
Wisconsin and report to the gentleman 
who is to furnish the funds and if the 
venture shows a fair prospect of profit, 
he does not doubt but the factory will 
be put up. If it is done it will be a large 
building and furnish a good deal of busi
ness for the city. 

One of the questions to be determined 
is, whether the contracts for the potatoes 
could be secured this year or not, and if 
so whether the vegetable would have 
time to make a crop this season. 
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