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Old Cultivated Land Needed 
for Successful Tree 

Culture. 

What Experience Teaches in 
the Success or Failure 

of Trees. 

There are many Bides to the forrestry 
problem, or in other words it can be 
viewed with profit from many stand
points. Let us touch upon a few of the 
same, that light may be elicited thereby. 

Can th3 raising of trees be made prac
tical in North Dakota. 

I answer in the affirmative. But if we 
take the testimony of old pioneers, many 
will say the early experience seemed to 
Bettle the question in the negative, for 
probably nine-tenths of the 6rst plant
ings failed to live. And this leads to the 
inquiry as regards the causes of the fail
ures and bow to obviate the same in the 
future. 

A proper mechanical and chemical con
dition of t£ie soil is necessary? 

The failure of the past has awakened 
the conviction that in order to success
fully raise forest and fruit trees on the 
prairies of the West, proper mechanical 
and chemical conditions of the surface 
land are indispensable. The many nat
ural causes operating through the ages 
have made the soil of our open plains 
compact, hard and solid, and it was early 
discovered that the trees planted therein 
would not flourish. Then the consider
ate farmer concluded he must so manip
ulate the soil as to put it in a line me
chanical condition, and yet the trees, 
though thriving for a few years, grad
ually died out. 

Since that time the cultivator, like 
those of the older western states, became 
convinced of this fact, to-wit: That a 
mechanical agitation of the hard con
densed soil is but a step in the forestry 
problem. That such work is needful to 
reduce the ingredients to a state of fine
ness as a means whereby the same may 
be fitted to undergo necessary chemical 
changes. 

By agitation of the soil, deep plowing, 
harrowing, turning it over, separating 
and readjusting and moulding its various 
parts, its different atoms become subject 
to groat chemical changes. This is 
effected by the light, heat and vivifying 
influence of the sun, the disjointing and 
ro-arranging of the matter, superinduced 
by the frost and cold and the transfer
ence and infilling of forces and agents 
from the air and wind. To these are 
added the softening, disentegrating and 
commingling effects of rain, dew and 
moisture in all forms, which together 
with all the electrical and chemical 
operations resultant from the anion and 
blending of the many elements of the 
earth and sky, with the escape of noxious 
and unfavorable vapors and gases, cause 
a complete transformation of the whole 
mass of soil from a crude, unhealthy and 
unproductive state to a condition of re-
fined, generous and vital action, prepar
ing it after 5 to 10 years of such intelligent 
cultivation for plant life. Suoh land 
wisely manipulated, light, sweet, moist 
and prolific, with a good subsoil is where 
tree seeds, cuttings and seedlings, if 
carefully nurtured, will, as a rule, be sure 
to grow, thrive and endure in the various 
changes of our western climate. 

Thus we have learned many lessons. 
The discreet tiller, defeated at Hret, dis
covers the secrets of nature's labratory— 
and thought, oulture and time have pre
pared the way for a successful develop
ment of tree oulture in North Dakota. 

But there are many other features of 
forestry which must be studied to insure 
success. The land must not only have 
long years of tillage, but the seeds and 
all the stock must needs be sound and 
hardy, and procured from northern lati
tudes. These should be judiciously 
planted at the proper time in the spring 
or fall. The plantings Bhould be kept 
free from weeds and well tilled until near 
the middle of July, when the weeds al
lowed to grow will shield the plants and 
hold the snows of winter. The trees 
should also be carefully protected from 
fires and the animals. 

IPIIANT THE TUBES ON THE BEST SOIL. 

Nor is this all. If.the farmer and for
ester would carry out his purposes, he 
should study well where to plant his 
trees. According to the knowledge now 
prevalent upon the subject, it would be 
injudicious to plant them upon the hills 
or at places where the subsoil is a bed of 
unproductive sand or a collection of 
rooks, but the deep alluvial soil, usually 
found in the lower levels of the land, 
with perchance an underlying strata of 
clay, will prove to be the proper place for 
trees. And it should be remembered that 
trees are the most profitable crop for our 
state, and here it would indicate wise dis
cretion to appropriate its best parts to 
their cultivation. 

Last year was favorable for tree cul 
ure and this year is most pro raising for 

the same, because or the large amount of 
moisture then and now. Farmers claim 
a loss on Inst year's plantings from five to 
fifteen per cent. 

Though thia season is backward, nu 
merous farmers, particularly those having 
sons to assist, are wisely planting trees 
on old land. By those best informed on 
the subject, it is claimed that the follow
ing varieties of trees are those best 
adapted to our state, namely, yellow cot 
ton wood, box elders, white willows, pop 
lars, oaks, elms, ash, birch, cherries, 
plums, butternuts and the hardy ever
greens. W. W. BABBETT. 

Supt. of Forestry. 

STILL IN THE LEAD. 

Satisfactory Position of the M. E. 
Church on Doctrinal Points. 

Editor Daily Alert: Will you permit 
me a few words concerning an editorial 
in your issue of May 14th referring to the 
Methodist Episcopal church, of which I 
have the honor of being both a member 
and minister? I was surprised at finding 
such an editorial ia your paper. It is 
evident that you have been a victim of 
the error of some associated press re
porter. Permit me to point out the state
ments in your editorial that are not facts; 
then the public is welcome to believe all 
the rest. In the first place you say that 
the present general conference is a 
convention of the Methodist Episcopal 
clergy, while the fact is, it is composed 
of both clergy and laymen. This state 
has but one clergyman in the conference, 
while along side him sits Frank J. Young, 
an attorney of Valley City. You make 
your next mistake when you say that 
they "have deliberately declined to re
vise their church creed, or to touch one 
of the old beloved beliefs." Now the 
fact is, not a single member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church has asked 
that a single article of our creed be 
changed one iota. Further, our church 
never has been asked to change an article 
of its creed; and I ask you to point to a 
single influential member of our church 
who has expressed himself as being 
desirous of a change. You seem to in
sinuate against oar church when you 
say that we are avoiding "the example 
of other churches in this respect." In this 
statement you unconsciously compliment, 
our church; for it is a well known fact 
that all the revising that has gone on in 
other churches of late years has simply 
brought them nearer our doctrinal posi
tions; and still we are in the lead. The 
fact is, they are following our example, 
and are gettiag unto themselves oommon 
sense creeds. The creed of the Methodist 
Episcopal churoh is one that is biblical, 
true to human experience, and in har
mony with all KNOWN scientific facts. 
That it successfully appeals to both the 
head and the heart is indicated by the 
fact that on an average we build three 
new churohes every day in the year, and 
by that other overwhelming fact that 
during the last four years more than 
400,000 people Lave voluntarily united 
themselves with it, and today we are the 
largest voluntary Protestant church in 
existence. The prospects are that the 
next four years will add even more to our 
membership. 

But lastly, p«rmit me to call your at
tention to the fact that your so-called 
"new religion" is at least one thousand 
years older than the Christian era. Every 
person with the first elements of a college 
education knows that your "new religion" 
is simply the religion of the old Greek 
and Celtic mythologies. Your ancestors 
and mine practiced it when they were in 
a state of barbarism, but under the gra
cious influences of the Holy Spirit they 
dropped the old to walk in a "better 
way." I do not believe the world intends 
to return to those "weak and beggerly ele
ments" again. Thankful for so much of 
your space, I am, respectfully, 

SAMUEL E. RYAN. 

That School Land Matter. 
Editor Alert:—It is apparent that the 

object of calling the legislature together 
on the 27th is mainly to distract publio 
attention from the illegal school land 
sale in April, and to secure legislative 
endorsement of the State School Board. 
The latter will not amount to anything, 
of course, as the constitution prohibits 
expost facto legislation; yet it ought not 
to be allowed, as it will unnecessarily 
complicate matters, and retard the pro
cess of setting the April land sales aside, 
which must oe done. 

There is no oocasion for hurry in the 
matter of presidential electors; and the 
people should have time before the legis
lature meets to inquire into this land sale 
matter, and learn just where, in the 
woodpile, the African is concealed and 
smoke him out—there is one there—sure. 
They should hold public indignation 
meetings; interview their senators and 
representatives; and deluge Governor 
Burke with protests against convening 
the legislature until they have time to 
look into this land matter. 

Th'B conspiracy to unlawfully deprive 
the school ohildren of the state of any 
portion of their heritage should be sum
marily and eternally rebuked. S. I. B. 

THE PABTY NAME GOES. 

Opinion that the Prohibitionists can 
Have that Name on Tickets. 

Griffin & Co. of this city have received 
the following letter from Attorney Gen
eral Spencer, in reply to their inquiry 
relative to the proper construction of the 
Australian ballot law: 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFMCE, ( 
Bismarck, March 30,1892. ) 

Dear Sirs—In answer to your letter of 
inquiry of- February 17th, relative to the 
construction of sections 2-5-17, of the 
Australian election law, will say, that I 
spent considerable time looking this mat
ter up, and have finally arrived at a con
clusion which may or may not meet your 
approval. 

Your conclusion relative to sections 
2 and 5 are, in my judgment, correct. 
Relative to section 17,1 am of the opin
ion that under said Bection the only 
party entitled to have its name at the 
head of the ticket, or parties rather, are 
those which polled at least five per cent, 
of the entire vote of the Btate at the last 
election. Last election there were three 
recognized parties in the field—republi
can, democrat and independent—hence 
under said section only said parties can 
appear at the head of the ticket as 
separate and distinct parties. It is im
material under said section what the 
platforms of these respective parties 
were, or what principles were laid down 
and advocated therein, the name adopted 
by the party governs. 

Now, while the law prohibits a party 
being represented at the head of the 
ticket.which did not poll 5 per cent of the 
entire vote of the state, it does not by any 
means prohibit the nominees of any con
vention. under any name which they see 
fit to assume, being named on the ticket, 
with the designation following the name 
of each nominee of the party or princi
ple which they advocate. For example 
suppose the prohibition party holds a 
convention and nominates a full state 
ticket, certifies the same to the secretary 
of state as provided by law, every person 
so nominated and certified can be voted 
for and his name will be placed on the 
ticket with the words "Prohibition 
party," following each name, or any 
other title which the party may adopt, 
the only tbing in which said party is not 
the same as the parties before referred 
to is, that the name of the party, "prohi
bition party." sannot appear at the head 
of the ticket. 

I don't see the object of the restriction, 
cr what is gained by it, but it is there in 
the law and must be followed until 
changed. Trusting that I have made 
this matter clear, I remain respectfully, 

C. A. M. SPENCER, 

Attorney General. 

SOUND ADVICE. 

The Subject of Taxes Discussed by 
an Eddy County Citizen. 

A. M. Thompson in New Rockford 
Transcript: I have read with muoh 
interest the communication of Auditor 
Getchell on the cause of the increase of 
taxes in Eddy county. It is a subject 
that greatly interests every man because 
it touches every man's pocket. It is 
high time that tbe county commissioners 
called a halt in spending money that is 
to be raised by taxation. A public debt 
is very much like a private one, and it is 
as easy to plunge the county into debt as it 
is for the individual to do the same thing 
in his own case. There is this difference, 
however: The individual has to pay his 
own debts, while the tax-payers have to 
discharge the liabilities of tbe county 
incurred by its officers. The former 
Bpends his own noney, while the com
missioners vote away the money of other 
people. It is a great deal easier to epend 
other people's money than our own. But 
pay day comes for the county just as 
surely as for the individual. The day of 
high taxes has just commenced. Eddy 
county has a big debt already, and as 
Mr. Getchell points out, we are 
already nearly up to the limit of 
the law. If we want to go deeper in 
debt all that is necessary to do is to in
crease the assessed valuation of property. 
If we had it to do over again we would 
not be so Anxious to bond the county to 
buy seed wheat. That was one mistake. 
Another is to build expensive bridges 
overBloughs that have not had water 
enough in them in the lost five years to 
float a catfish six inches long. I believe 
in education, the more of it the better, 
but there is danger of building school 
houses before they are really needed. It 
is not necessary to build school houses in 
districts where there are no scholars. Is 
it right or just for the county to assist a 
man who is able to work but is too lazy? 
bit right to pay a man's doctor bill 
when he is able to pay it himself? Is 
anybody getting money out of the county 
treasury that he doesn't earn ? 

There is a good deal of complaint 
already on account of high taxes, but 
they will be higher in the future when 
we come to pay our debts. If paying the 
interest makes us squirm, it will not be 
fun to pay the prinoipal. Let us be as 
economical in spending the county's 
money as we are in spending our own. 
The blunders of the past cannot be cor
rected, but let us look out for tbe future. 

NEW MILL AT WEST SUPERIOR. 
The Russell-Miller Milling Co. 

Propose to Build at 
That Point. 

Jamestown People Expected 
to Take Stock in the 

Enterprise. 

To meet the demands of their largely 
increasiug trade, the Russell-Miller Mill
ing company have decided to build a 
mill of 3,000 barrels a day capacity at 
West Superior and for this purpose will 
increase their capital stock from $100,000 
to $350,000. They have secured one of 
the finest improved sites on the bay, 
with ample trackage facilities and 800 
feet of deep water front, enabling them 
to load and unload directly from tbe cars 
or boats. They will put up a mill, first-
class in every respect, making one of the 
finest plants at the head of the lake. 

The present company will take about 
8225.000 of the stock leaving $125,000 to 
go outside, considerable of which will be 
taken by some of our own citizens. The 
stock will all be subscribed for and 
the ootitrncts let before .Tune 1 
and the plant will be furnished and 
ready to start September 1st next. The 
building will be built of brick and tbe 
mill will be built by one of the large mill-
building concerns, who make guarantee 
as to cost, power and percentages. 

The extensive acquaintance and close 
business relations of tbe Russell Miller 
Milling company with the farmers of 
North Dakota, will enable them to pur
chase large quantities of wheat direct, 
saving the terminal and middlemen's 
charges. This, together with the ten 
cents per barrel advantage, conceded by 
Minneapolis millers to tbe head of the 
lakes, on account of lake freight rates, 
makes this project particularly promis
ing. 

The Russell-Miller Milling company 
have their brands established throughout 
the East and Europe, are thor
oughly acquainted with the trade and 
business in every way, thus saving the 
expense and delays in introducing a new 
product. The flour made from North 
Dakota wheat has a reputation and in
dividuality of its own, and commands 
oul3ide prices throughout Europe and 
the United States, as the European 
agency of tbe North Dakota Millers asso
ciation has so well proven. Tbe inten
tion of tbe company is to grind only 
North Dakota wheat and to take advant
age of the increasing demand for strictly 
North Dakota flour. 

The reason why a large mill of this 
kind can not be made to pay in this 
state is the expense of manufacture. The 
cost of fuel, of labor, transportation and 
the difficulty of getting a constant 
supply of wheat works against the large 
milling plants. It will prevent tbe build
ing of any large plants at present, at 
least, in this state. The mills here, 
could not make money without the local 
trade, which takes tbe bulk of what they 
manufacture. The time may come, how
ever, when the conditions will be changed 
and large milling plants established in 
this state. The production of North Da
kota lignite fuel, at a price cheaper than 
tbe eastern coal at the lake, will be the 
first step in this direction. 

A New York Visitor. 
Frank Tucker, publisher and manager 

of the Jersey City Daily News, arrived in 
Jamestown Wednesday. He will spend 
several weeks with bis friends in this 
city, and incidentally look after some 
property interests in the state. Mr. 
Tucker was one of the early settlers in 
the Jim valley, and was a participant in 
the stirring scenes that characterized the 
commencement of municipal life in 
Jamestown and Carrington. During tbe 
last five years Mr. Tucker has devoted 
unremitting energies to building up a 
newspaper in face of the keenest opposi
tion, and can now regard with pardon
able satisfaction his hard-earned success 
in establishing on a paying basis a met
ropolitan journal of increasing influence 
and business. This western trip is 
about the first recreation taken 
in a number of years. 

Mr. Tucker is of tbe opinion that the 
tide of eastern capital and immigration 
will shortly Bet in again towards Dakota 
and that a general revival of business 
here will result. He says: "I never was 
impressed as strongly with the richness 
of North Dakota soil as I was this time. 
The rough and uncultivated appearance 
is wearing away and farms look more 
like the eastern farms—well cultivated 
and improved. The states of Ohio, Illi
nois and Indiana are covered with water 
and little spring work has been done. 
As far as I can judge you are having no 
more backward spring hare than else
where." 

"People in the east are watching this 
country more keenly than you imagine, 
and when the news was definitely an

nounced last fall that tbe Dakotas were 
going to have a good crop, there was a 
perceptibly better feeling in all branches 
of business. North Dakota is all right; 
lands must advance in value before 
long." 

"Jamestown has improved considerably 
since I was here before," continued Mr. 
Tucker, "and I confidently look forward 
to a fine city, the outgrowth of your 
marked udvantages." 

WILL BE BUILT THIS YEAB. 

The Soo Iilne Preparing for Work 
in Good Earnest. 

The Soo surveyors have located the 
line of road at Carrington and it is said 
the location is permanent. The farmers 
and others in Foster county who desired 
the line to take that direction have been 
very liberal with right of way, giving the 
necessary land in most all cases. It is 
evident that some powerful pull was 
used, as the country around Carrington 
is not as good as further north, the New 
Rockford line being considerably better 
in that respect. The Foster County In
dependent says the company will have 
the road graded and iron laid this year 
in time to haul out next year's crop. 
Carrington almost feels as if there was a 
boom coming. 

Messrs. Soliday, Meacbam, Derrick and 
others are entitled to credit for their 
activity and liberality in securing right 
of way for the company, and in getting 
the company to take the southern sur
vey instead of the one further north. 

All along the line of the proposed 
road, land has risen in value within the 
last few weeks. Land not salable two 
years ago is finding bidders at good 
prices. Tbe Foster county farmers are 
buying land quite generally. The por
tion of Stutsman county traversed by 
the road is one of the best agricultural 
localities in the Jim river valley, and the 
stiffening of farm land prices has been 
seen there as well as eleswhere. 

Notice of Teachers' Institute. 
STATE OF NOBTII DAKOTA, ( 

County of Stutsman, ) ' 
To all teachers of Stutsman county: 

Under authority of section 131, of the 
general school laws (1891), you are hereby 
notified that a teachers' institute has 
been appointed by the state superintend
ent of public instruction, to be held at 
the court house, in Jamestown, in the 
county of Stutsman, state of North Da
kota, during the week beginning Mon
day, May 23rd, A. D. 1892. 

The first session will begin promptly at 
10 o'clock a. m. on Monday, and subse
quent daily sessions at 9 o'clock a. m. 

By order of the state superintendent 
you are specially requested to be present 
at each and every session of said insti
tute. 

Dated at Jamestown, this 13th day of 
May, A. D. 1892. 

T. S. WADSWORTH, 

County Sup't of Schools. 
Sec. 131. [Teachers' institutes, how 

noticed—penalty for failure to attend 
institute.] When a teachers' insti
tute is appointed to be held for 
any county, it shall be the duty 
of the county superintendent to give 
written or printed notice to each 
teacher in the public schools of the 
county, and as far as possible to all 
others not then engaged in teaching who 
are holders of teachers' certificates, at 
least ten days before tbe opening of such 
institute of tbe time and place of holding 
it; each teacher receiving such no
tice, engaged in teaching a term of school 
which includes the time of holding 
such institute, Bhall close school during 
such institute and attend the same, and 
shall be paid by the school board of the 
district his or her regular wages as 
teacher for the time (not lees than four 
days) he or she attended such institute, 
as certified by the county superintendent 
or conductor of the institute. No teacher 
failing to attend such institute shall re
ceive any compensation for the time he 
or she may have taught during the ses
sion of the institute. The county super
intendent may revoke the certificate of 
any teacher in his county for inexcusable 
neglect or refusal after due notice to at
tend a teachers' institute hold for such 
county. The provisions of this section 
shall not apply to teachers in cities or
ganized for school purposes under special 
law, who are required by the board of ed
ucation to attend an institute held ex
clusively for tbe teachers in such cities. 

Republicans for Resubmission. 
Mandan Pioneer: The third party 

prohibitionists seem to want to run a 
party ticket this fall. They are not 
satisfied with what^the republican party 
has done in the state to enforce the 
prohibition law, and they propose to 
enforce it themselves. It is clear enough 
to see what the running of this 
prohibition ticket will do. I will 
relieve the republican party of all 
responsibility for tbe prohibition law. 
If it results in the election of a dem
ocratic legislature, the prohibition law 
will be repealed, and then the third party 
prohibitionists will be in a boat. In this 
legislative district, however, the republi
can aominees will be all right—if tbey 
are good and acceptable men—because 
they will be for resubmission of the pro
hibition clause in the constitution, and 
also they will be in favor of the repeal of 
the present prohibition law. 

NORTH DAKOTA'S BIO BABY. 

What Ozone Can do for the Kids of 
the Great Wheat State. 

In Buffalo, Cass county, lives the "baby 
giant," Grover Laing. On Jan. 18,1886, 
there was born to Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Laing, proprietors of the Headquarters 
hotel, a bright little boy baby of nine 
pounds. This babe, now known as 
"Master Grover," has grown to the 
enormous Bize of a man, though be is 
but a few days past six years of age. 
He now weighs 120 pounds, is 4 feet 
10 inches high, wears a No. 6 shoe, 
a 7)4 hat, measures 37 inches around 
the chest, 31 around the]waist, 21 around 
the thigh and 15 around the muscle 
of the arm. He can walk off with a 
300-pound load with ease. His health 
is good, and no is bright and intelligent. 
He has all the qualifications of a full-
grown man. He has grown steadily from 
his birth and is still growing today. He 
is not fat, but all bone and muscle. He 
performs many feats that require the 
strength of a man. His education has so 
tns been neglected, but will be looked 
after with care hereafter. 

His parents are a little larger than 
the average size, both being tall 
and strong but not fleshy. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Laing came here from Canada, 

and are old settlers of North Dakota, 
but Grover was born in the house they 
now occupy. They have been blessed 
with a family of six well developed 
children, four boys ana two girls, but 
with the exception of Grover, all are of 
ordinary Bize and qualifications. Grover 
often assists the drayman in handling 
large boxes of freight and will run a foot 
race, bat a ball and participate in all 
sorts of games and sport. He has a deep 
bass voice and holds the championship 
belt against all comers, for the baby 
giant of his age, of the world. 

Railroad Rumblings. 
The Valley City Times-Record has 

issued a map of the Soo road in Barnes 
county. The extension northwest of Val
ley City crosses the Northern Pacific 
about one mile south of Odell. The sta
tions on the road already constructed are 
about six miles apart. 

Delegates Fitzgerald, Hat ton and Nel
son left yesterday to attend the national 
railway employees convention, which 
meets in Omaha tne 17th. Tbey represent 
the Jamestown railroad club, and will be 
joined by three other delegates from tbe 
various clubs in the state. 

Engineer William Hughes expects to 
leave for the east this evening, accompa
nied by his mother, on an extended visit 
to their old home in Ohio. "Billy" is 
one of the most popular of the railroad 
employes, and his associates wish him a 
pleasant vacation. Mrs. Hughes will 
not return to North Dakota. 

Tribune: Some moons ago there was 
a rumor afloat in the air that somebody 
bad beard that somebody had said that 
Superintendent McCabe was of the opin
ion that there was a possibility of the 
Northern Pacific erecting a new depot in 
Bismarck this summer. Who knoweth 
anything more? 

The national organisation of the Rail
way Employes' club convened in annual 
session at Omaha Tuesday for the 
election of officers and the transaction 
of such other business as may come 
before the allied clubs of five states. 
This is the tiret annual meeting of the 
organization and on the results of its 
deliberations depends in a large measure 
the future of the order. Delegates are 
present from Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, 
North Dakota and Kansas, which at 
present are the only five states repre
sented in the organization. The chances 
are that at the Omaha meeting an 
attempt will be made to enroll all of the 
western and northwestern states under 
the club banner, and place the organiza
tion on such a foundation that it will 
have something to say in shaping the 
destinies of this section of the country. 

One of the railroad boys was making a 
big kick after the fire yesterday, at what 
he termed the indifference and imperti
nence of several well known property 
owners, who coolly watched half a dozen 
men tugging at the hose cart and offered 
no assistance. The streets were lined 
with able bodied men, all going to the 
fire, but few were sufficiently interested 
to help piit it out, and some went so far 
as to "josh" the firemen about their 
"speed." When the alarm Bounded, few 
members of the company were near the 
Northern Pacific hose house, but several 
men at work in the yards—not members 
of the department—helped to get the 
reel out and down to tbe Pacific avenue 
hydrant. It wes one of these men wno 
was kicking lost night, and he said if the 
action of the kid glove gentry yesterday 
was a fair sample of what could be ex
pected in the future, he could see the 
town burn down with eminent satisfac
tion. 
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