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W. K. KBLLIOQG. 

IT is difficult as well as early to get 
expressians of opinion from public men 
on the cause of the late democratic 
ground swel!. Major McKinley is "not 
saying a word," at present, although the 
public would like to have a diagnosis of 
the case from the distinguished protec
tionist. Secretary piracy does not care 
to go into explanations either. He says 
that when a man haB the small pox he 
does not care how he got it. President 
Harrison merely remarks that the 
American people seem to f desire to ex
periment with other economic methods 
than those of the republican party, as 
present in force. The republican poli
ticians generally are inclined to attribute 
the defeat to bad campaign management, 
but the defection is so great and general 
that no campaign efforts would have 
been able to change public sentiment. 
The voters had formed their political 
views before the speeches and proces
sions began, and before the appearance 
of the stars on the political stage. 

The leading democrats are voluble 
enough, however, on the causes of their 
victory. Henry Wattersoo feels per
sonally a great and swelling happiness 
over the result, as his work in the 
Chicago convention was ihe greatest 
factor in the convention's declaration of 
principles in the campaign. Speaking of 
the result Watterson says: 

" Whatever else was done or left un
done, in the canvass, the issue between a 
high tariff and a low tariff, a tariff for 
bounty and a tariff for revenue only, 
could be misunderstood alone by those 
who lacked the integrity and courage to 
meet it, or by those who had a corrupt 
motive for confuting and evading it. It 
is an acknowledgment to mercy and to 
the world that the government of the 
United States has at last stepped out of 
the paths of bondage of protectionism 
and upon the broad, open highway of free 
trade with all mankind; no* more 
dark closet reciprocity treaties; no 
more McKinley bills designed to check 
imports; no more absurd and burden
some devices to make the rich richer and 
the poor poorer by taxing the necessaries 
of life; no more Chinese walls to restrain 
trade and commeroe, nor Chinese gongs 
to alarm the ignorant and the foolish, 
but the right of every American to sell 
where he can sell to the best profit, and 
buy where he can buy cheapest with all 
taxes paid into the public treasury, none 
diverted to build up private fortunes-." 

William M. Springer, chairman of the 
ways and means committee of the house 
of representatives, attributes the cause* 
to the tariff also. He says: 

"The republican party was over
whelmingly defeated two years ago on 
the issues raised by the McKinley act. 
A rehearing was demanded, and a new 
trial was granted. After tm years of 
practical working of the law, and a full 
and thorough discussion of its merits, 
the people have again repudiated it and 
the party which is responsible for it. 
The majority is so large and the con -
demnetion so emphatic that protection 
is forever doomed in this country, and 
not only in the United States, but in the 
western hemisphere. Canada, Mexico, 
Central and South Amerioa will not be 
long in taking down their bars raised 
in retaliation and restraint of trade. 
The continent is free." 

But it is evident that other causes than 
protection and free trade issues were at 
work to move the people. Local and 
state issues of various kinds predomi
nated in the west. The agricultural dis
tricts did not vote for or against trade, 
or reciprocity alone. They resented the 
growing influences of corporations and 
combinations of every sort. In North 
Dakota a fair sample of the revolt is 
found and the causes lie plain to be seen. 
It is a puiely agricultural state, and the 
people voted for an open market, fewer 
railroad exactions, destruction of the 
elevator monopolies, mclnding an eco
nomical administration of the state 
finances and legal and honest methods of 
handling the state funds. Gov. Short-
ridge, the independent candidate, and 
the entire state ticket was elected on 
these issues. 

STATE TREASURER BOOKER ran behind 
his ticket in many parts of the state and 
will probably receive the least votes of 
any candidate on the republican ticket. 
In Stutsman countv the fusion candidate 
for state treasurer was elected by a 
small majority, but large enough to show 
the trend of public sentiment. The 
voters here were only reflecting the 
wishes of the voters elsewhere in voting 
against Mr. Booker. The sale of school 
lands, and the complaints and uncer
tainty regarding the management of the 
state money gave good grounds for the 
desire to place the state finances in other 
hands. Mr. Nomland is reported to be 
a thoroughly trustworthy man, and his 
standing in Traill county is seen con
clusively in the vote. Traill county was 
the banner repulican county, giving the 
republican state ticket good majorities 
in most cases, but electing Nomland 
by a decisive vote over his opponent. 
The Alert congratulates the people of|the 
state generally and this county, particu
larly in the election of Knud J. Nomland 
for state treasurer. The endorsement of 
the Bismarck Tribune and other partisan 
papers of the course of the present treas
urer regarding the sale of school lnnds, 
was not sufficient to retaic him in office. 

There are evidently many thousand 
voters in North Dakotu who believe as 
The Alert has almost alone declared that 
it was highly desirable to change the 
present management of the state's finan
ces. In this instance partionlarly The 
Alert considers that the people have 
acted wisely and decisively—and have 
fully endorsed The Alert besides. 

Gov. BURKE issues a thanksgiving 
proclamation, calling on the people to 
assemble on the 24th of November and 
give thanks for many mercies and bless
ings vouchsafed them. The governor 
calls attention to a bountiful return of 
products for labor expended, congratu
lates the people that institutions of char
ity and learning have reared stately walls 
and proud domes in our midst, and ob
serves that patriotism and progress have 
guided the destinies of the public 
schools—whatever may have happened 
to the school lands. 

Although the regards for labor on 
ranch and field are not great, yet thanks
giving will be celebrated widely and 
cheerfully in most North Dakota homes 
this fall. While nature may not have 
been as liberal in her bounties as in other 
years, there are other manifest blessings 
that recompense. The farmer'may not 
have as much wealth to distribute into 
the channels of trade as in other years, 
yet he has secured a promise of two years 
of economical government and careful 
management of the affairs of state. That 
is equal to bushels of wheat, and pounds 
of flesh meat. A competitive market 
and reduced taxation are two blessings 
that every one in North Dakota can hope 
for and give thanks that there is a pros
pect for. 

THE importance of good roads in the 
development of the country is becoming 
so apparent that a national movement, 
looking towards the betterment of roads 
and the large increase ia facilities of in
terior communication is on foot. So 
extensive is the demand for better roads, 
that petitions are being sent to congress 
to establish a road department of the 
government, similar Lo the argicultural 
department, for the purpose of promot
ing knowledge in the art of constructing 
and maintaining roads, and for teaching 
students to become skilled\ engineers. 
A permanent exhibit showing sections of 
roads and illustrating various methods 
of construction with the best road ma
chinery and materials, is also asked for. 

The natural roads of North Dakota are 
among the best in the Union, but even 
here the advantages of direct well made 
roads are so great that farmers make 
new trails and ;short cuts, each fall, to 
haul produce to market. The eastern 
states require improved, substantial and 
direct highways, far more than the prai
rie states of the west. 

THE World's fair directors have passed 
resolutions deciding that the fair shall 
be opened on Sunday, as a still show, the 
running of machinery and unnecessary 
manual labor being dispensed with as 
far as possible; also that employes be 
given one day in the week for rest or re
creation. Congress will be petitioned to 
repeal the Sunday closing clause, and as 
the majority of the members are greatly 
indebted to the labor vote, the obnoxious 
prohibition will most likely be removed. 

The republican members of congress 
that voted to close the gates of the 
World's fair, entirely misconstrued the 
desires of a majority of the people of this 
country, and that act of unwise illiber-
alitv cost the party the ill will of many 
labor organizations. The republican 
party, like other organizations depend
ent for success on the will of the people, 
yet lives, but to continue in life and pop
ular esteem, it must learn. No catering 
to, or special efforts to advance the in
terests of any one class of the population 
to the disadvatage of another, will be al
lowed in this country. 

AFTER the first feeling of disappoint
ment and chagrin is over among republi
cans, the loss of the state ticket will not 
be taken so keenly to heart. Republi
cans will realize phat the election of the 
fusion ticket was really the work of re
publicans themselves. Thp majority of 
the farmers of North Dakota are repub
licans and have been, up to date. But 
they are intelligent men and know when 
their rights are not respected. It is a 
good sign when a weak state ticket, nom
inated by any party, is beaten at the 
polls. It tells nominating conventions 
not to ignore the greatest interest in the 
state by putting up men for the legisla
ture and for the chief offices whom the 
farmers cannot cheerfully support. The 
election will be healthy discipline to the 
party, which must meet the issues at 
home. The republicans two years hence 
will have every incentive to nominate 
the best men, to come out squarely on 
legitimate issues, face the people with 
honest and sincere methods, and then 
every republican will lend a hand to 
make that campaign one glorious tri
umph. 

A WASHINGTON telegram states that in 
case Congressman Johnson is defeated 
in North Dakota for re-election, he will 
V>e a candidate for the United States 
senate. Congressman Johnson has only 
claimed two terms in congress as a re
ward for the refusal of the party to make 
him senator three years ago. He has served 
one term and the republicans have en 
deavore'd to grant the demand for the 
other. They should not be blamed by 
Mr. Johnson if he is defeated. They have 

stood up to the rack a long time. 
On the other hand* there are a good 

many republicans who would like to see 
O'Brien elected. The house is demo
cratic anyway, the administration is 
democratic, a republican vote would 
amount to nothing and there would be 
no patronage to expect. In the language 
of the cow puncher, "Let the tail go with 
the hide." 

PRESIDENT HARRISON will vacate the 
office with the respect of every Amerioan. 
He was the fair representative of his 
party in the campaign and gave it credit 
and moral support. The defeat can uot 
be laid to his door. No personal popu
larity or 'magnetic clap trap, can win 
elections in the face of bread and butter 
issues. It was not a possibility for the 
republicans to win on their platform or 
on the issues they presented. 
The party must disband its herd 
of high horses, depose their 
riders and get down in sympathy with 
the masses of the people. The leaders 
must remember that the opinions of this 
country change at least once in 80 years, 
and that the majority of residents of the 
United States are facing different prob
lems and meeting different conditions in 
making a living, than they did soon after 
the war. 

PRESIDENT HARRISON has begun the 
preparation of his annual message to 
congress on the state of the country. 
The three weeks left to him for its con
sideration will undoubtedly prove more 
than enough time for the purpose. It is 
extremely improbable that he will devote 
much space to the questions which have 
made up the policy of the present ad
ministration. The message will, there
fore be shorter and less significant than 
usual, and will probably contain nothing 
beyond a review of the administration 
during the past year and a b'ief reitera
tion of the president's well known views 
on the political issues of the day. 

THE fruits of Mrs. Eieenhuth's victory 
in the fight for superintendent of instruc
tion, are likely to be embittered by a 
contest on the grounds of eligibility. The 
lady has stood one contest from a mas
culine opponent and came off victorious, 
and she is not liable to get left where the 
voters are with her and fair play will be 
had. The people of the state have chosen 
Mrs. Eisenhuth to conduct the school 
affairs for the next two years and they 
believe she can manage the office just as 
efficiently and with thousands of dollars 
less expense than the present incum
bent. 

Gov. SHORTRIDGE gets a handsome 
endorsement and congratulatory message 
from his old friends in Macon, Mo. The 
governor's alleged guerrilla war record 
as disbursed by the campaigners did not 
injure him—it made him votes. Gov. 
Shortridge will give the people of North 
Dakota a clean, honorable and faithful 
administration. He was elected on a 
platform of economy and fair dealing 
and will carry out his pledges to his con
stituents who are for good goverument 
first. 

WALSH county which has always been 
safe for the republicans for 500 majority, 
rolled up 1,300 against them. This is a 
rebuke to McHughism and to methods 
of getting delegates by trickery and 
monoy. The action of the state conven
tion could not be fairly repudiated by 
the county, but it was plainly evident 
that the republicans of the county were 
never satisfied for a moment with the 
result. It would have paid the managers 
to have conciliated 1,300 votes. 

SOUTH DAKOTA is talking about resub
mission. The newly elected legislature 
is said to be in favor of it. North Dakota 
will do more than talk about it—will see 
that it is accomplished at the first 
opportunity. In the meantime the 
saloons wiil doubtless run without 
regulation or control until the legisla
ture furnishes the needed relief in the 
repeal of the imprisonment penalty of 
the law, and the resubmissiou of the 
question to the people. 

THE vegetable crop of ihe country is 
reported as a partial failure owing to 
cold raius and backward spring weather. 
High prices are accordingly in view. 
North Dakota'e vegetable crop was never 
better, and large quantities of potatoes 
and cabbage have been sent to eastern 
points.,The scarcity of, vegetables in the 
east is so great as to require importations 
from foreign countries to supply the 
demand. 

THE Hope Pioneer places turned rules 
around its election news. In mournful 
tones it acknowledges that Steel county 
had too manv fusionists for healthy com
petition by any other party. The lieu
tenant governor comes from Steel county, 
and two independent members of the 
legislature are chosen tthere 1.I30. The 
Pioneer remarks that the year 1892 is a 
graceless year. 

A PRESIDENTIAL campaign or a state 
election can not be won on war preju
dices or sectional feeling any longer. 
For voting purposes, a southern resident 
of North Dakota, who represents living 
issues and is believed to be an honorable, 
trustworthy man, is equal to a union 
drummer boy '.vho has nothing but the 
faint echo of a pair of drumsticks to 
recommend him. 

THE next great event in which the 
United States will participate with tre-

mendous interest and in which the 
world at large will join with us, will be 
the Columbian exposition. To many 
people a trip to the World's fair will have 
an interest far passing the presidential 
eleotion and will be the most celebrated 
incident in their lives. 

THE constitutional amendment ap
pears to be defeated according to the re
turns from counties as far as seen. Noth
ing front official, sources hfcgbeen heard 
concerning it, however. As the amend
ment permitted an increnBft'in taxation, 
its defeat is little to be wondered at. 
North Dakota people have loads enough 
to carry in that line already. 

A GOOD many North Dakota people do 
not personally like Congressman John
son, but no republican will ever consent 
to any proceeding that would unfairly 
deprive him of bis offioe. It his seat is 
contested it will be done on democratic 
responsibility solely. 

THE Minneapolis papers never know 
when they get an ample sufficiency. The 
Journal is mourning the defeat of Gov. 
Burke, chiding the people of the state 
for it, and intimating that the only way 
to square the matter will be to elect the 
governor United States senator. 

THE New Rockford Transcript is fear 
ful that Gov. Shortridge will endanger 
the welfare of the Goddess of Liberty, 
and the deities are invoked to protect 
her. The Transcript need not be scared 
Gov. Shortridge will take good care of 
the dear girl himself. 

THE democratic journals proclaiming 
that Tammany's tiger carried Cleveland 
through, should not omit the laboring 
man and farmer's dog. The tiger is no 
credit to Cleveland, while the friendship 
of the other animal is never to be de
spised. 

THE impression prevails that had the 
independents nominated Foss for con 
greis at first, he would have had a 
walk-away over all opponents. As it ia 
he ran so well that M. N. Johnson's elec
tion i9 now held to be in doubt. 

PROVIDED it is in order to mention it— 
if the republicans bad nominated Judge 
Gresham. and gone befor# the people on 
a reduced tariff, and anti-trust platform 
they would not now be trying to discover 
who struck Billy Patterson. 

FARGO Forum: There are just as many 
republicans in North Dakota as ever, 
but they would not submit longer to the 
way things were done. The first duty of 
party managers is to be just to each and 
all. 

THERE is trouble in store for Carnegie 
acd Frick both at home and abroad. 
The new scale of wages has not attracted 
competent men, the strike organization 
is unbroken, and congress is democratic. 

JUDGE BENNETT still regards the fusion 
idea as destructive of party principles. 
The f unionists will probably observe that 
the judge can retain the principles and 
they will take care of the rest. 

THE difficulties that meet legislation in 
North Dakota are not lightened by the 
fact that the state has the largest pro
portion of foreign-born population of 
any in the Union. 

Gov. Burke's Proclamation. 
That the year now so rapidly drawing 

to a olose has been for the people of this 
Commonwealth, a season of material 
prosperity none will seriously question. 
The products of the farm, while not so 
bountiful as were those of the prvious 
year, have been secured in better season 
and condition, and the soil that grew 
them better prepared for the sowing of 
another springtime. Flocks aud herds 
have thriven amain; labor has been zeal
ous and well recompensed, and business 
of every character has prospered. 

Institutions of charity and learning 
have reared stately walls and proud 
domes within our borders. Amid the 
waving grain fields and in our cities and 
hamlets new homes have sprung up to 
make glad the hearts of the people. 

Our citizens, remembering the aid so 
graciously and unstintingly extended 
them in the gloomy hour of need, have 
been piompt to respond to the call for 

»bread from the famine-stricken of other 
iands. that plenty might sit at the family 
board and happiness make warmer the 
glow of every fireside. 

Patriotism has vied with progress in 
guiding the destinies of our public 
schools, and the pulpit and the press 
have done much for the betterment of 
society. 

Mindful of the manifold blessings re
ceived from the ever extended hand of a 
Beneficent Creator, and in accordance 
with the public proclamation of the 
president of the United States, I, 
jkndrew H. Burke, governor of the State 
• North Dakota, by authority of the 
pbwer vested in me, do hereby call upon 
the people of North Dakota to suspend 
their labors and observe, according to the 
reverential custom of our nation, Thurs
day, the 24th day of November, as a day 
of general thanksgiving to Almighty 
God for His many and continued mercies. 

Done at the capitol, in the city of Bis
marck, North Dakota, this 

• eleventh day of INovemher, in 
|SEAL. | the year of Our Lord one 

thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-two. 

ANDREW H. BURKE, . 
Governor. 

By the Governor: 
JOHN FLITTIE, 

Secretary of State. 

In Olden Times 
People overlooked the importance of per
manently beneficial effcts and were satis
fied with transient action, but now that 
it is generally known that Syrup of Figs 
will permanently cure habitual constipa
tion, well informed people will not buy 
other laxatives, which act for a time, but 
finally injure the system. 

SHAW & CO. 
JAMESTOWN, N. D. 

FREE! FREE! FREE! 
We are giving free to cus

tomers a life size crayon por
trait, in a fine oak finished 
frame. It costs you nothing. 
The work is all HAND WORK. 

See our customers who 
have received one; they will 
explain to you, or call at our 
store and we will show you 
what a snap it is. We receiv
ed 87 today to distribute to 
our customers. 

S H A W & C O ,  
JAMESTOWN, N. D. 

LEADERS IN LOW PRICES FOR RELIABLE GOODS. 

Butterich's Patterns are the only sure Pattern made. 

WAGONS. WM0N8. WAGONS. 
Just received a car load of the celebrated 

Newton Coil Spring Buggies; Road and Two-
Seated Wagons. Every wagon fully guaranteed. 

BALDWIN BROS., 
City Drug Store. Jamestown, N. D. 

ii| Balling in Karneat. 
An old fanner in Morgan oonnty, 

bid., was busy in his clearing some 
years ago rolling logs together, stacking 
brash, palling stumps and the like, when 
two linnters emerged unexpectedly from 
the bushes. 

They "passed the time of day" with 
the farmer, and the younger of them 
•aid to his companion: 

"Did you ever do any work of this sort, 
judge?" , 

"Yes, indeed," answered the second 
man. 

"Well," said the first speaker, "so did 
i a good many years ago. Let's try our 
hands at it now." 

"Agreed," said the judge, and the two 
men laid aside their guns, took off their 
coats and went to work with a will. At 
the end of an hour they had finished 
their stint, and the fanner offered to pay 
them. 

"Oh, uo," the strangers said; "you are 
welcome to what we have done." 

"Well, 1 don't know your names, gen
tlemen, 1101- whom I have to thank, 
but" 

"My name is Elliot," the judge broke 
in, "and my friend here is Senator Har
rison." 

"You don't mean it!" exclaimed the 
farmer, and as the United States sena
tor and the jmlge of the supreme court 
started iuto the woods he said to him
self: 

"Well, now, I've read a good deal in 
the papers about t lte.se* politicians a-log 
rollin, hut I'm blot if 1 thought they 
ever really did ii:." —Youth's Companion. 

We At* Nut a military People. 
We Americans are not a military peo

ple. In view of our having carved our 
way into the wilderness with sword as 
well as with ax. of our having won our 
independence by anna of our Having 
come with abundant credit otit of all 
oar wars, of having carried through one 
of the most gigantic struggles of modern 
days, in which were fought nattles al 
most unequaled in teuacity this may 
appear to be an unwarranted statement. 
Bat it is true. It requires more thau 
courage, more than ability to raise, to 
equip, to ration, to move and to CQM-
mand armies to make a military people. 

The most f plendid conduct in war for 
an all absorbing cause does , not suffice 
Having many of the essential qualities, 
we yet fall short of what the Ro'mans 
were, the Germans are. Some sections 
of the country approach nearer to the 
military standard; but taken as a whole 
onr lack of interest in army and navy, 
our thoronghly unbusinesslike way or 
handliug our national problems of attacl; 
aud defense, stamp ns as the least mill 
tary in our instincts of all the great peo 
pies of the earth. 

Another Danfee Nuisance. 
To the Editor of The Alert:—The arti

cle which appeared in last week's Alert, 
entitled "The Dance Nuisance," by Alice 
B. Carter, is an outrage and an insult to 
the residents of Beaver. Our worthy 
friend forgot, or else considered it un
necessary to state that she was the only 
one present who had the slightest objec
tion to dancing. Considering that the 
msjonty of those present were people 
whose respectability and morality is as 
well established as th« writer's, it seems 
rather uncalled for that they should be 
stigmatized as "bums and hogs'' for fail
ing to comply with her modest demand, 
that all present should yield their wishes 
to the prejudice of one solitary indi
vidual. The responsibility of making 
such demand was, I suppose, assumed on 
the strength of being Mrs. Diiector. 
Director proper, having discreetly re
tired before dancing was begun. Our 
worthy friend sa}[8, "I would as soon con
sent to and participate in a dance in the 
Methodist Episcopal church as to 
desecrate our school buildings by 
similar means." The query in my mind 
now is, would she consent to her 
son singing O'Brien's Baffle, in the M. E. 
church after service? But if there is no 
harm in dancing, where is the harm in 
dancing in the school house? She 
would claim, I suppose, that they were 
not built for that purpose. But out here 
in the country the school houses are 
used often for other purposes tbnn the 
instruction of the young idea. I think 
that the frame of mind that would 
prompt one to write Buch an atrocious 
article, concerning her friends and neigh
bors, would be fully as bad an example 
to set to children as allowing them to 
see a little 6uiet dancing in a school 
house. I should advise her to get the 
beam out of Ler own eye, before search
ing for the mote in her neighbor's. 
Feeling that I am voicing the sentiments 
of the community. 

I am very respectfully, 
• ONE OF THE "BUMS AND HOGS." 

Thursday's Retail Markets. 
No. t hard wheat i 
No. 1 northern J 
No. 2northern.' -
No.3 northern...' < 
Rejected « 
Flax | 
No. 2 rye j 
No. 3 rye ; 
Oats j 
Barley ; 
Hay, per ton 5 1 
Bran, per ton 12 1 
Shorts " '• 13 1 
Ground feed, per ton 22 I 
Potatoes, per bu.(at cars) 
Butter, per pound, 1 

Eggs, (scarce) per dozen 1 

Onions 

1 

1 

"V^vv 

m •J.; 
•iivy 


