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THE CASE OF A STATE TREASURER. 

THE ex-state treasurer of South Da
kota, W. W. Taylor, has served his two 
years' sentence in the state penitentiary 
for defalcation and is now a free man. 
The history of this remarkable case is 
well known. Taylor disappeared from 
the state in January, 1895, leaving $350,-
000 of state funds unaocounted for. He 
notified friends that he would not re
turn as be was unable to make a settle
ment owing to failure of others to make 
payments of money he bad loaned them 
and which he relied apon. The bonds
men were prominent people, including 
state politicians and bankers, and the 
state officials were Blow in proceeding 
•gainst them and still slower in appre
hending Taylor. Twenty thousand 
dollars reward were finally offered by 
Gov. Sheldon—to oom ply with the em
phatic demands of the press—for the 
capture of Taylor. Pinkerton detectives 
followed his supposed movements all 
over the oountry iooluding South 
Amerioa and Ouba. The legislature ap
propriated 810,000 to employ detectives 
yet no one could find Taylor. One of 
his chief means of escaping detection 
was letting bis beard grow. Decriptions 
of him stated be wore a moustache. 

August 1st, 1895, Taylor returned to 
Pierre voluntarily and paid over $100,-
000 in cash aod transferred all his 
private property to the state. He plead 
guilty to the charge of embezzelment 
•and was sentenced to live year's im
prisonment which was afterwards re
duced to two years. During his term of 
imprisonment his wife remained true to 
her husband, visiting him, and winning 
the esteem of all for her conduct. 

In explanation of his own conduct 
Taylor said, to the Sioux Falls Press 
reporter, on leaving the penitentiary: 

"I lost that money because the panic 
set in just prior and prevented those to 
whom it had been loaned from returning 
it when needed. I never used a dollar 
of it myself and do not bave the guilty 
conscience of a thief. Others, my sup
posed frieuds, are far more guilty than I. 
1 am a poor man—bave not a cent in tbe 
world—and I shall be obliged to go at 
once to work at something to earn a 
living for myself and wife. Just what I 
shall do I cannot say. I suppose it will 

\ be hard work to outlive my present 
, reputation but I shall do it and right 

here in this state if possible. 
"I ran away as I did, not because I 

considered myself a thief and desired to 
* evade justice bat because I wanted to be 

able to compromise the matter if possible 
and not have my whole life ruined more 
by the aots of others than myself. 

UI have been sufficiently punished. 
, How terrible it has been to me only 

those who have had a similar experienoe 
oan testify." 

The true history of Taylor's defalca
tion is a commentary of remarkable force 
on the prevailing las methods of doing 
public business and the oonduct of 
many public officials who want to make 
the most out of opportunities that 
ohance or politics throw in their way; 
and more than all, it is a comment on 
the stupidity of tbe average voter who 
lets party prejudices oontrol his ballot 
in the election of men whose methods 
and whose actions are mortgaged in 
advance at the nominating conventions 
by the party leaders. Such oases are 
also due, in many instances, to tbe close
ness of times, to lack of opportunities to 

> make money in legitimate ways, and the 
oonsequent temptations that arise to 
take advantage of official position, all 
caused by tbe monetary legislation now 
in foroe in this oountry. 

The Sioux Falls Press gives tbe inside 
history of Taylor's embezzlement. It 
says he is regarded as more sinned 
against than sinning and continues: 

It was impossible for a treasurer to be 
nominated in a republican convention 
without first agreeing to make deposits 
of state money in oertain banks and to 
favor the bosses in such manner as 
they might direct. Tbe treasurer's 

; office was conducted as an adjunct to 
tbe republican state committee. The 
deposits had been made and the bosses 
favored. The panio came and Taylor's 
particular friends failed to return tbe 
money illegally borrowed and he was 

; "left to hold the sack." In order to 
effect a compromise he took all avail
able state funds and absconded. He 
was made a scape-goat for the gang. 

When it came to the trial of Taylor 
the "gang" made their first move to aid 
him. That probably was not actuated 
so much by friendship as by fear. At
torney General Crawford found hie 
efforts blocked at almost every point, 
and it was only by the most strenuous 
efforts that Taylor was made to serve 
any term of imprisonment. 

s*1*' Notwithstanding the faot that Tay
lor's crime was one for which others were 
largely responsible, it was an outrage 
that the perpetrator of such a crime 
should receive punishment so inade
quate. Its influence could not be other 
fin than bad. Its tendency was to 

,, wink at tbe influential criminal while 
'•f seven penalties were meted out for 
, -.i smaller offenses. . . . 

Taylor has tbs disgraoe of having 
served a term in the state prison but be 
is better than bis oooonspirstors. He 
is broken in spirits, has no money nor 

to earn any. The men who 

benefitted by his crime should assist 
him baok to means whereby he oan earn 
an honest living. By so doing they 
would show their appreciation of the 
largely vicarious suffering and disgraoe 
whioh has been borne by William Walter 
Taylor. 

NO APOLOGIES FOR DRAWBACKS. 
THE ooming year will see many people 

from the eastern states ooming to the 
fertile lands of the agricultural weBt 

looking for homes. Throughout the 
entire east are many men working farms 
whioh they do not own, paying for the 
use of the ground an annual rental of $2 
to $3 and more an acre. They are 
thrifty and industrious, and are pos
sessed of sufficient means to carry on the 
business of farming. t 

In order to get these people to North 
Dakota, says the Valley Oity Record, it 
isn't necessary to suppress facts oon-
oerning the country; it isn't necessary to 
tell the people that we raise roses in 
January and that fuel isn't high; nor is 
it necessary to apologize for our snow 
pictures and blizzards. The writer 
hereof pleads guilty to having taken 
some of those snow pictures, and he 
took them in the deepest cuts he could 
find. They are ocular demonstration of 
the worst phases of the worst winter 
that North Dakota has had in the fifteen 
years of our residence here, and we are 
going to take more pictuies. The writer 
is personally acquainted with several 
hundred men in his own oounty alone, 
who came there fifteen years ago with 
nothing but their hands, good health, 
honesty and courage. He has seen these 
men go out on the virgin soil and begin 
the battle for a home. He can count 
scores of them who today bave 320 acres 
of land, comfortable homes, plenty of 
machinery and stock, and money in the 
bank—men who are worth from 810,000 
to $20,000—who did not bave $100 
fifteen years ago and who have made 
everything they now posees on the farms 
where they now live. They admit fuel is 
high—they have burned lots of high 
priced fuel every winter—but they have 
made money enough to buy it with. 

Almost anyone can show a quarter 
section of land which can be had for 
from $5 to $10 an acre, that adjoins the 
farm of some man who has been here ten 
or twelve years and who is worth as 
many thousand dollars. A man who is 
paying 82 a year an acre for ground rent 
un worn out soil in the east can take 
the same amount of money and make 
payments on virgin soil and in three or 
four years own bis farm. 

MONETARY COMMISSION. 

THE president has appointed a com
mission for an international agreement 
for bimetallism. The commission con
sists of one gold member and two prom
inent silver men, Senator Wolcott and 
ex-Vice President Stevenson. Mr. 
Wolcott's late trip to Europe to inquire 
into sentiment there regarding tbe possi
bilities of an agreement has given him 
prominence in tbe move. It will be re
membered also that he was extremely 
confident on bis return that something 
could be done with foreign powers. The 
character of the commission is suoh as 
to mdioate that a genuine effort will be 
made oh tbe part of the administration 
to bring about ths agreement. Tbe 
London Times'does not think favorably 
of the result. It says that the appoint
ment of a "roving commission" to bring 
about international bimetallism will even 
be unable to bring at<out a conference. 
Tbe Times adds: 

Separate agreements with tbe United 
States are out of the question when tbe 
nbtions of Europe do not wish to agree 
among themselves in favor of bimetal
lism. The commission will have a good 
time and will be received everywhere 
with courtesy. President MoRinlay 
will be able to point to its labors as re
deeming bis election promisee and to 
their failure as showing that if America 
wants free silver she must procure it for 
herself at ber own risk. The sooner 
these points are made dear the sooner 
may we expect American business to 
assume a more healthy appearance. _ It 
may therefore be hoped that this roving 
commission will not unduly protract its 
interesting but futile experiments upon 
the stability of the finanoial convictions 
now governing European policy. 

SOUTHERN FLOOD LOSSES. 
THE great southern flood now covers 

an nrea of 15,000 square miles, and may 
be greatly extended. Some idea] of tbe 
losses entailed on cotton and sugar 
planters can be had by a statement that 
tbe region inundated contains 400,000 
population, and that over 99,500 farms 
are included in the country flooded. Tbe 
value of their products is estimated at 
over $65,000,000, and live stock, muoh of 
whioh is lost, at $7,500,000. The most 
valuable cotton lands in the south bave 
been submerged and crop prospicts 
ruined. Tbe flood losses to farmers and 
residents of the north are but a tritie 
compared with the south. 

THE United States department of 

Purgatorial Pills. 
The druggist would hardly 

smile if you asked for " purga
torial pills." There are many 
of them. But he would prob
ably recommend a pill that did 
not gripe; a sugar-coated pill, 
gentle in action, and sure in 
effect. What are they called? 

Jjtts Cathartic Pills.. 

labor declares in on oiHoial bulletin that 
there are tens of thousands of people in 
tbe United States held in servitude 
under the Italian padrone system. The 
government officials declare that the 
majority of Italian residents in Amerioa 
are thus oppressed. Tbe popular sup 
position was that this kind of slavery 
was wiped out long ago but it seems 
that it still exists. The Italian immigrant 
who arrives in this oountry generally has 
the address of some banker who will in
sure the authorities that he will not be
come a burden on the community and 
provides him with food and clothing 
until work is found. The immigrant is 
thus practically compelled to rely upon 
some boss of his own nationality, who is 
in faot a padrone, and he must accept 
the proposition or offer of employment 
or he is likely to get into trouble. The 
Italian boss supplies contractors with 
oheap labor and demands a commission 
upon the wages whioh is generally paid 
in advance, secretly because tbe trans
action is illegal. Overcharges in trans
portation are made without hesitanoy. 
Often the men are forced to board with 
these bosses. The labor department 
states that the prices oharged by the 
psdrone are uniformly swindles. Pro
visions of all kinds are charged for at a 
higher rate than cost. 

An effort is being made by tbe depart
ment to break up this practice of forcing 
Italian laborers into long time contracts 
of this kind. The institution of slavery 
hangs on with a close grip, in one form 
or another, all over the world. 

THE senate is now giving the careful 
consideration to the tariff bill whioh it 
did not get in the house. It was reck
lessly rushed through the house with the 
assistance of Reed's rules, but bas run 
against a stubborn barrier in the senate. 
The element of reasonable protection 
which this country should have is being 
sacrificed by pressure of trusts and cer
tain special interests. The bill if passed 
as it left tbe house would be prohibitive 
instead of reasonably protective. Sena
tor Chandler warns the senate that there 
must be a limit to the duties demanded 
in many schedules or the bill will fail of 
its purpose and react on tbe party 
responsible for it. The majority for the 
bill is small and uncertain in tbe senate 
at best. The oountry is already aware 
that whatever intelligent consideration 
the bill is to have must come from the 
senate, and from men who;can resist 
clamor of certain aggressive interests 
and act for the whole country. 

SHEAKER REED was criticised by Simp
son of Kansas for actually controlling 
legislation in a despotic manner by fail
ure to appoint committees and by arbi
trary rulings. Reed replied that the 
power given tbe speaker lay wholly 
within tbe hands of tbe majority of the 
house. If that power was exercised 
tyrannioally and certain rights of mem
bers ignored, the blame lay with the 
members themselves. 

Mr. Reed is right. When a majority 
refuses to aot for itself, but trusts tbe 
right to a few or to one, tbe majority 
does so with its eyes open. 

And tbe same is equally true with the 
general voter—The majority are at fault 
if they fail to protect their own interests 
having the constitutional and actual 
power to do so. 

THE deal by whioh Senator Kyle of 
South Dakota was able to get a seat in 
tbe senate bas become pretty thoroughly 
exposed. Kyle left tbe men who trusted 
him first and sent him to congress. Tbe 
impression is abroad that he traded 
principle for patronage. How much in
fluence he will retain, outside of • few 
appointments for a few 8outh Dakota 
office seekers, is easy to see. To expeot 
more of Mr. Kyle because he was form
erly a clergyman and supposed to have 
convictions deeply rooted, is also shown 
to be an srror. Mr. Kyle is no longer 
considered a representative of tbe 
bimetallists of South Dakota, who were 
bis first supporters. 

THE Ellendale Commercial figures it 
out that the ooet of beating the state 
insane asylum is squivalent to 220 oars 
of bard ooal, more than tbe town of 
Ellendale uses in the sams length of 
time. The Commercial goee ahead and 
says: 

If tbe present legislature appropriates 
anything like suoh an amount for in
sane asylum fuel, it would be well to 
appoint a board of ten men whose salary 
would be all tbey could save on fuel as 
a purchasing committee, and there is 
little doubt that the board's salary 
would amount to as much or more than 
tbe railroad commissioners. 

THE late Vice-Presidential Candidate 
Sewall says: 

"Tbe people of tbe east are inclined to 
give President MoKinley and his admin
istration a fair trial. Business is very 
muoh depressed there and should it not 
improve I think the democrats will pre 
sent the same silver issue four years 
hence, and I bave no doubt they will be 
successful. Of course everything will 
depend upon tbe finanoial condition of 
tbe oountry during the next four years. 
Tbe people have been promised better 
times and if tbey do not get them tbey 
will demand a obangeof administra
tion." 

THE North Dakota railroad commis
sioners hold a meeting tbe latter part of 
the month to take steps towards putting 
into effeot tbe new railroad law—which 
is supposed to be sufficient to establish 
and enforce reasonable maximum rates. 
The most sferious question that confronts 
tbe commissioners is the basis on whioh 
to figure reasonable rates. Should it be 
on the actual oost of construction and 
operation of the road, or on the amount 
of its indebtedness? 

SENATOR HANSBBOUGH has intro
duced a bill for a commission 
to make a personal effort in 
China and Japan to introduce the 
bread food produots of this country, 
Tbe object of tbe bill is in line with a 
suggestion of J. J. Hill, to enlarse tbe 
markets for tbe flour and wheat of tbe 
northwest, and remove if possible the 
sole control of the price at Liverpool. 
Its a measure that will attract attention 
and its purport is admirable. 

A GOOD many may not know that the 
last legislature passed a law which pro
vides that at least one-fourth of tbe 
sohoot funds of the state not already in 
vested, be invested as first mortgages on 
farm lands. However, the provisions of 
the bill are somewhat unusual, and the 
appraisement of tbe land is such as to 
take it out of consideration as security, 
in many parts of the state. 

THE statement bas been circulated 
that the Minneapolis Evening Press has 
been "gobbled" up or down, by the 
Tribune and will no longer advocate the 
course of bimetallism. A perusal of 
the columns of the latest issues of the 
paper does not bear out this statement, 
however. 

THE flurry over the prohibition law is 
about over, and the old peaceful order 
of things prevails as before the late agi
tation. The oity council at Bismarck 
for example have agreed to license the 
saloons, but will enforce the ordinani e 
about Sunday opening and selling to 
minors. 

THE western senators who are object
ing to oertain features of the wool tariff 
schedule, say their reason is that the de
mands of the manufacturers out weigh 
tbe benefits that oan be derived for the 
wool growers themselves. 

THE Oberon Reporter says signs point 
to the extension of the Northern Paoific 
to Dnnseith this summer, which will 
make the line from Jamestown 160 miles 
long. Good crops may bring this ex
tension in 1897. 

IN the western and central portion of 
the state seeding will soon begin, and in 
the Red river valley a little later. The 
ground is reported as rapidly drying, 
where the water bas been standing. 

THE Pembina Pioneer Express is ten 
years old under tbe present management. 
Its a good oounty paper as there is any
where in the state.^Shows oloee attention 
to its publication. 

GOVERNOR BBIGGS let the Arbor Dsy 
proclamation be issued to a waiting 
world, without any poetry in it. Pro-
bably there will be just as many trees 
planted. 

THE high water mark on the Red in 
1882 was about on the level of tbe prairie 
at Grand Forks. The flood of 1897 will 
greatly exceed that in all parts of the 
•alley. 

MOORHEAD has a great head—it ac
cepts the government offer of aid for the 
drowned out poor people and without 
any nonsense, or false pride about it. 

MAJ. EDWABDS called on Maj. Mo
Kinley and Congressman Johnson acted 
as speaker for the oeoasion. Ths people 
oan guess tbe rest. 

IN THE absence of the governor and 
lieutenant governor, Secretary of State 
Palley is aoting governor of North 
Dakota. 

AT Pembina town, Hon. Jud La-
Moure was elected mayor for the third 
time—no opposition. 

THE Wabpeton Globe is in position to 
gst a sooop these days. 

SHIPS that pass in ths 
ships. 

night—the air 

THE Merchants National bank at 
Devils Lake will pay in fall. President 
John Peroival has secured permission 
to take the bank out of a receiver's hands 
—doubtless a good movs for depositors 
and speaks well for the bank officers. 

;> ' V, 

First Pie For North Dakota. 
Senator Hansbrougb has secured tbe 

appointment of O. A. Lounsberry of 
Fargo ap special land agent. He beld a 
eimilar position under Harrison, and the 
appointment was made under tbe old 
soldier clause in the civil service law. 
This is the first North Dakota appoint
ment by this administration. 

CASTORIA 
For Iniknti and Children. 
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All the different forms of skin troubles, 
from ohapped bands to eczema and in
dolent ulcers oan be readily cured by 
DeWitt's Witoh Hazel Salve, the great 
pile dure. D.Baldwin. 
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NARCOTIC. 

A perfect Remedy for Constipa
tion, Sour Stomach,Diarrhoea, 
Worms ̂ Convulsions.Feverish 
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STATU NEWS. 

The Bis bee (Towner County) Gazette, 
s a new production with P. P. Wall 
editor and proprietor. 

O. A. Nichols, county superintendent 
of Dickey oounty and a prominent far
mer, died Sunday at Ellendale of 
pneumonia. 

An eocentric carpenter at Devils Lake 
had another man arrested for oalling 
him a "rubber neck." Tbe jury deeided 
tbat the appellation wss not aotionable. 

The Steele oounty commissioners 
have instructed Auditor Taylor to bring 
suit against ex-County Treasurer Geo. 
Roberta for failure to acoouut for all 
money collected during bis term of office. 

Otto Loopnow, unmarried, 40 years 
old, was found dead on his farm 12 miles 
north of Ellendale Sunday. A neighbor 
discovered the bouse locked, saw bis 
stock bad bad no feed for two days, 
broke the door open and found the body 
decomposing. 

The Son ban made extra efforta to 
keep its line running during the water 
blookade. In places where wsshouts 
were likely to occur flax straw was 
sprinkled along tbe track and tbis 
was loaded with rails and ties, anything 
that would hold down and in this way 
tbey bave prevented washouts. 

Oounty Treasurer Wiokbamof Morton 
oounty ia out with a long stiok after the 
people who do not pay their per
sonal property tax. He got -after 
one man who owed sinos *92 and relieved 
him of 979. Some who have not paid 
their school poll tax for a number of 
years be asks to psy or be will go after 
them too. Its money or goods with him. 

A nsw insuranoe company bas jutt 
been organized—The Western Mutusl 
Insuranoe oompany of Fessendon. 
Banker Davidson of tbe Csrnngton 
state bank is president and President 
Beisker of the Wells oounty state bank 
is secretary. Commissioner of Agricul
ture Thomas snd Railroad Commissioner 
Walton are directors. Tbe oompany 
will do a fire, hail and tornado business. 

F. H. Chapman and H. 8. Helm of 
this oity, and W. O. Helm and John 
Russell of Valley City attended a meet
ing of tbe Millers' association in Fargo 
yesterday. Tuesday was the day aet for 
further bearing in tbe Russell-Miller 
Milling esse, but the matter was ad* 
journed for thirty days, there b^ing a 
movement on foot to reorganize tbe 
oompany. Mr. Chapman may go to 
Boston before returning. 

There was no mseting of the oity 
oounoil last night. At tbe last meeting 
adjournment was taken and no arrange
ments made for tbe extra meeting last 
night. All of the aldermen hold over 
until their succsssors qualify and but 
one new member, Geo. Nelson from tbe 
Seoond ward, was to be admitted. An 
alderman from each of tbe other oity 
wards was re-elected. It is understood 
that few or no changes will be made in 
tbe reorganization of tbe council and 
everything will move along harmoniously 
as heretofore. 

The Juniors of the Congregational 
ohuroh gave a very successful Scotch 
entertainment last evening. The pro* 
gram oonsisted of duets, cborusss. in
strumental music, recitations, etc. Tbe 
children were dressed in Highland kilts 
and Scotch plaids, wore natty 
white oapa and made a pretty 
sight with their bright eyes and 
smiling faces. They marched and coun
termarched with precision and pre
formed their various parts in the pro
gram with excellence showing the ree.ult * 
of oareful training. The einging was 
especially good and many numbers were 
enoored loudly. Ice cream and cake was 
served afterwards. The children cleared 
$32.48 and feel quite proud of their 
effort. 

Finds tbe Advertlsments, too, Inter* 
estlng. 

(New Rockford Transcript.) 
They are beginning to advertise awn

ings down at Jamestown already, and 

the sun only shines about an bour daily. 
Scavenger work neatly and promptly 

done by A. C. Walsh—Jamestown Alert. 
Now there's a man that's onto bis job. 

He will, no doubt, finish bis work up 
with box pleats down tbe aide, shirred 
edges, and a gusset in tbe center and 
bows of ribbon down tbe front. 

A torpid liver means a bad complex
ion, bad hrsatb, indigestion snd fre
quent besdaches. To avoid such com
panions take DeWitt'a Little Early 
Risers, tbs fsmous littls pills. Li. Bsld-
win* 

Opera House Grocery 
Have No Old 

GARDEN and 
FLOWER SEEDS.... 

Left over and offer nothing 
but Fresh New Stock. 

All 5 cent papers, 
Two for 5 cents. 

All you want of them. 

Onions Sets, 
10 cents per quart. 

11 

41*' 

'4 I-

»*'•» 

V 

y Hi =>" * 

yyfyyi "i 11 y»iy OJ* f»iwt y* imwr. 

Mrs. Goodsill will show you the 
latest in Millinery if you will call. 

• ' 'hi' 

it........ . , 

4* -
• , 

iiiiiipywwifpw mmm 
" m m  


