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HORRIBLE ACCIDENT. 
Thomas Ralston Run Down by 

an Engine. Instantly 
Killed. 

Body Dismembered and Scat
tered Over Track For 

Nearly a Mile. 

Thomas Warner Severely Cut. 
Men on Velocipede.—Not 

Seen by Engineer. 

Severed portionsa human body are 
all that remain of Thomas Bulston, em
ployed in the bridge and building de 
partment of the Northern Pacific rail
way, who was run over and killed by a 
pusher at an early hour Friday. His 
companion at the time, T. M. Warner, 
fortunately escaped with a few severe 
cuts and bruises. 

The accident occurred about 9 o'clok 
near the pump bouse at Windsor, 15 
miles west of here. The "pusher", Engi
neer John Glass and Fireman Robinson 
in obarge, l^ft here at 8 o'clock to assist 
freight train No. 55, Conductor Titinan, 
up the hill west, of the city and out 
to Windsor. The pump house is 
located a mi!>» this sideoi Windsor and it 
was there that Warner and Ralston met 
the train. They placed a railway velooi-
pede on the track after the paesBge of 
train, evidently forgetting that the 
"pusher" would return, nnd started for 
the city. They had gone but a short 
distunce when the engine came buck on 
them at full speed. The men were using 
a single velocipede, both had their backs 
to the engine and were seated over the 
inner rail of a curve which here bends to 
the south. The "pusher" was backing 
into the city and the engineer was thus 
placed over the outer rail of the curve 
and in the most disadvantageous posi
tion to see the track ahead. Neither he 
nor his firemen knew that they had 
struck anything uatii after reaching this 
oity. Then the engineer noticed blood 
on the rear of the tender and all over i he 
truoks. While he was examining the 
engine Dispatcher Blewett informed him 
he had received a message from Pumper 
Buckwalter at Windsor saying the en
gine had probably killed one man and 
seriously injured Warner, whom he (the 
pumper) had picked up and taken to the 
pumpbouse. 

Dr. Rankin was immediately called, a 
caboose secured and the "pusher' sent 
back to the scene of the accident. There, 
strewn along the track for three quarters 
of a mile, was discovered all that re
mained of Mr. Balaton. The bead of 
the unfortunate man was discovered in 
one place, his arms and legs in another 
and tbe trunk in still another. The 
pieces were collected on a grain door 
and brought to tbe oity. 

It is supposed Ralston's wife lives in 
Detroit, Micb. 

Mr. Warner was found in a dazed con
dition. He bad received an ugly out on 
tbe side of bis b6ad and a severe out in 
one leg between tbe knee and tbe ankle, 
There were slight bruises also but no 
serious injuries. Tbe blow on tbe head 
left him in a dazed condition ao tbat it 
was some time after arrival here before 
be fully realized tbe accident. 

" Mrs. Warner expected ber husband in 
from tbe west Thursday in time to ac
company ber to Edgeley for tbe holidays 
but on bis failing to srrive she left, with 
tbe two children, Fndny morning. She 
was informed of the accident at La-
Moure and returned in tbe eveniog. 

, John Rolston, brother [of Thomas H. 
Rolston who came to such an untimely 
eni at Windsor Friday under tbe wheels 
of an engine, arriving Sunday from Min
neapolis to care for the remains. He is 
employed in the Bousfield Wooden ware 
factory as engineer and firet beard of bis 
brother's death through tbe papers. He 
received a telegram Monday from Mrs.I. 
A. Bolston at Detroit, Mich., saying 
tbe Workmen lodge of *hat city, of 
wbiob her husband was a member, would 
take full oharge of tbe funeral. Tbe de
ceased left two boys, about 12 and 14 
years of age. Mr. Bolston accompanied 
tbe remains to Detroit Tuesday morn-
ing/ 
' Coronor Baldwin impanneled a jury 
consisting of E. M. Chase, H. Gieseler 
and Chas. Flint to at once investigate 

i ' the death of Tbos. Bolston. Testimony 
1 of Pumper buokwalter at Windsor, 

f .Engineer Glass, Fireman Robinson and 
<Y" Supervisor Ingalls was taken Friday 

and an adjournment made to Christmas 
day when it was expected Mr. Warren 
would be able to give a clear account of 
tbe affair. 

Thomas M. Warren stated be and Mr. 
Bolston went to Bismarck by train Mon
day and started back on a railroad veloci
pede inspecting bridges and measuring 
snowfenoes. They got as far al Wind-
sor and stayed there Thursday night. 
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Friday they started for this oity but 
stopped at tbe pump bouse to count tbe 
new posts placed in the snow fence 
there. There they notioed freight train 
No. 55 go west pulled by two engines. 
Soon after the train passed they put the 
velocipede on tbe traok to.go east a.mile 
to measure some show fencing there.* 

"We understood," said Mr. Waruer to 
tbe jury, "that one of the engines would 
be uncoupled from the train and would 
soon be taken back to Jamestown. 1 
thought that we could gel down to 
where we wanted to stop before the 
engine would come along. After we 
started east I do not remember anything 
until Thomas Hatton spoke to me after 
the engine and ctir came up from James
town to pick us up. I cannot remember 
seeing tbe engine coming east or of 
being run into by it. When I nm with 
the velooipede inspecting bridges I 
oatch my time^to go from point to point 
and keep out of the way of everything." 

W. E. Buckwalter, the pumper, sayB 
the men got on their velocipede just be
fore the engine came along. He was in 
the pump house at tbe time and saw the 
engine coming at the usual rate of speed 
and strike them. He Lelped Mr. Warren 
into the pump house but did not go far 
enough to find the body of Mr. Rolston; 
he found a few pieces of him. The men 
were wrapped up rather warm. West of 
tbe pump house about 200 fastis a cut 
nearly a thousand feet in length. It is 
8bout seven feet deep at the greatest 
point and slopes both ways. The en
gineer could have seen tbe men had be 
been looking out about a thousand feet 
before the engine straok them. 

Engineer John Glass said be left 
Windsor about 9:30 a. m. He was look
ing out of his window when he started 
but could not see out when he reached 
the cut. He drew in his head and 
worked the injector and don't know how 
far he ran before he leaned out again; 
but it was not very far. He saw no one. 
"On account of the curtains it is very 
difficult to see out when we are running 
backward. I was running about 15 
miles an hour. It sometimes takes from 
15 to 20 minutes to start the injector; I 
was working at it wann struck the 
out." 

Fireman John M. Eo'iicson corrobo
rated the testimony of the engineer. He 
said he saw the velocipede £oing west 
but not. coming back. He did not know 
when the men were struck. 

F. Ingalls, supervisor of bridges and 
buildings, testified Mr. Rolston bad 
worked for him, off and on, for three 
years, It was customary to send men 
oat in that manner for such work. Mr. 
Warren bad been doiug that kind of 
work for sis or seveu years and had 
used a velocipede almost constanntly. 
Tbe velocipede was strnck about 500 feet, 
aud tbe body found about a mile, from 
tbe pump house. 

The jury's verdict was tbat "Thomas 
Bolston oame to bis death by being run 
into by an engine on tbe Northern Pa-
oific railroad; tbat we find bis death was 
accidental and tbat no blame attaches to 
any one." 

Mr. Warren is rapidly recovering from 
bis injuries and reported doing nicely. 

NO CITII8 
Peavy Grain Company Refuse 

to Pay Car Taxes. 

Minneapolis, Deo. 28.—County Audi
tor Minor has cited the P*avey Grain 
Line company to appear before him this 
afternoon, to show oaose why it should 
not be taxed for 500 oars of rolling stock 
for which it bad not paid taxes. The 
oars cost 1600 each, and if assessed at 
$500 for the years 1893,1894,1895 and 
1896, the tax upon them would amount 
to $20,000, wbiob it ie claimed, is due tbe 
county from tbe company. 

Tbe company is incorporated under 
the laws of West Virginia, but as tbe 
principal offices of tbe company are in 
Minneapolis, tbe auditor claims that un
der tbe law tbe company should Day 

tsxe9 in Hennepin county on tbe rolling 
stock it owns. Mr. Minor states tbat in 
tbe report to tbe state board of equaliza
tion the company returned the gross 
earnings at 830 and the value of its roll
ing stock at <100. Tbe oitation was is
sued in order to force the company be
fore the auditor to mako a showing and 
have tbe matter passed upon. 

The company praotioally admits tbat 
no taxes are paid upon the rolling stook, 
but tbey claim is tbat it has no oitus, no 
home in fact, and hence oannot be 
assessed anywhere; in short tbat tbe 
stook must go nnassessed and tax free, 
because there is no law under which it 
can be assessed. 

J. A. Hanway, who was arrested a few 
days ago by United States offloials on 
the oharge of misapplying funds belong
ing to stockholders of tbe old North 
Dakota National bank, has been re
leased by Judge Amidon of tbe United 
States oourton bis own recognizance. 
Mr. Hanway has gone to New York 
where be expeots in a few days to bave 
tbe matter all settled up. 
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MAKING WHEAT 
How Minneapolis and Duluth 

Elevator Men Raise 
Wheat Grades. 

Our So-Called Low Grades of 
Wheat Made Into First 

Grade. 

State Inspection Officials Let 
It Go Through—Leiter's 

Oats. 

In the big Armour-Leiter wheat deal 
tha Chicago Record states tbat tbe ele
vator men of Duluth ODd Minneapolis 
who furnished Armour bis grain, got the 
highest grade, or the Chicago contract 
grade, for wheat bought of the north
western farmer as low as 10 aud 12 cents 
under its value. This wheat, it is 
stated, was put in private elevators, 
cleaned, mixed with tbe contract grade 
and it all sold readily for the best grade. 

A Chicago dispatch says that Friday, 
which will witness the close of the great 
Leiter deal in wheat on the board of 
trade, bids fair to prove a memorable 
day in tbe trade. 

No great excitement is expected in tbe 
wheat pit, but in oats a squeeze of shorts 
may occur. It is believed that Mr. 
Leiter has been turning a trick on tbe-
trade in oats, while everybody was 
watching wheat. For weeks tbe oats 
pit has been praotioally deserted. 

Last week tbere was a disagreeable 
surprise to tbe men who had sold 6,000,-
000 bushels of oat<* for December de
livery when they learned that no oats 
were being delivered. Tiun tin.-/ awoke to 
tbe fact tbat in all the elevators 
oats measured but 950,000 bushels of tbe 
contract grades. 

It was Wednesday when they made 
tbe diecovery. The price of December 
oats was then 20%o. On Friday the 
market oloeed at 22%c. A cent advance 
in oats is as good as 4 or 5 cents in 
wheat. 

It is too late to rush in a supply to 
meet tbe calls which will be made for 
the gram at tbe close of business on 
Friday. Those who have not delivered 
the gram aocording to contract will be 
oalled upon to settle at tbe closing pi ice. 
The situation has all the elements of a 
squeeze. 

Tbere are many who believe tbe 
wheat inspection and grading of our 
wheat by Minnesota officials is not in 
tbe interests of North Dakota; also the 
impression is growing that the offloials 
are open to influences tbat operate 
against tbe wheat raiser in favor of tbe 
grain and elevator companies. The 
Minnesota system of establishing and 
obanging the grades; the arbitrary au
thority exercised over all matters of this 
kind; tbe process of reporting oars 
received -in fact, praotioally tbe whole 
control of hard wheat grades and of in
formation tbat influences prioes seems 
to be in the bands of a few Minnesota 
officials. Tbere ie no one who oan not 
see tbe objections in opportunities thus 
offered to men who are appointed to 
offioes of this importance. 

The statement was recently made in 
tbe press tnat Armour bad bought 
millions of bushels of so-called lower 
grades of wheat at Minneapolis and 
Dulutb snd sold it at the nigbsst grade 

in Chicingo. This would indicate a 
knowledge on the p;irt of grain inspec
tion officials both in Minnesota and 
Illinois that 13 significant. The tieit^r 
faction which bought this wheat from 
Armour seetuB to showing up collu
sion on the part of sttUe inspectors, as a 
large amount, of the gram offered as 
Chicago grade is being refused. This 
shov.8 either that a relatively inferior 
grade has been allowed to pats inspec
tion of state official?, or tb**t wheat, 
bought of tbe North Dakota farmer as 
low grade is really as good as the best 
Chicago grade, tbe only thins; necessary 
to make it so being cleaning nnd a little 
mixing in the elevators, which costs but 
a trifle a bushel. This means a ereat 
loss to the spring wheat raiser—the pro 
dncer of the grain that makes tbe best 
Hour ithe world. 

A Chicago di*petoh has the following 
in refesence to this matter: Leiter has 
apparently won a victory in his flgnt 
with George A. Seaverns, the grain 
elevator owuer, as to the quality of 
wheat to be delivered on Leiter's con
tracts. Leiter's commission men, Alex
ander Geddes & Co., sent the steamer 
Iron King last weak to Seaverns' ele
vator, the Alton, to load with No. 2 
red winter wheat. By the time 8,000 
bushels of the steamer's cargo of 75,000 
oushels had been spouted into its hold, 
Leiter's private inspectors turned the 
wheat down. They declared it not up 
to contract quality. Mr. Seaverns now 
offers to take the wheat out of the vea 
sel and to give a different grade. Lei 
ter and his commission men say the big 
light of the great wheat deal iB now on; 
that they intend to get just the kind of 
wheat they bought and no poorer. 
They have a fleet sf vessels, of which 
the Iron King.is only one, ready to take 
•11 the No. 2 red winter wheat for 
which they hold contracts in the Alton 
elevator, about 270,000 bushels. 

State May Be Implicated. 
It was given out that the elevator 

people would remove the wheat already 
in the boat and tender a new lot. Ex
citing times may follow. The Leiter 
people look for the same sort of wheat 
over again, claiming that the Alton 
grain,has been mixed down too fine and 
that it is too late to change it. If this 
happens tbe private inspectors employed 
by Leiter will protest, the appeals com' 
mittee will at once be called anew and 
the fight will be made over again. 

If it should happen that the appeals 
committee should throw out any quan
tity of the grain tendered by any ele
vator, a sensation might follow. The 
state grain inspection department has 
inspected the grain into the houses, 
thereby permitting warehouse receipts 
to be issued against it. The state could 
be held responsible in case it developed 
its employes had been too lenient. 

There are about 8,000,000 bushels of 
oontract wheat in tbe Chicago eleva
tors. Leiter owns it all. It is still in 
the possession of the elevator people. 
Certain cargoes were taken from Ar
mour and found very satisfactory. It 
is, however, only as Leiter begins to 
load wheat out of the grain elevators 
that he can tell what kind of grain he 
is to get on his contracts. 

Relic ot Booker. 
Tbe skipping of L. E. Booker, who 

left bis bondsmen in Bismarck in the 
lurch, appears to bave been responsible 
for tbe closing of the First National ba&k 
at Pembina. Thebsak's liabilities and 
assets are not yet publicly known. The 
cause of the failure is the fact thai there 
sre 120,000 worth of poor and valueless 
notes in tbe bank sinoe L. E. Booker, 
the defaulter and fugitive from justice, 
became its president. 

Blackleg at Pingree. 
There is said to be a case of blackleg 

among cattle near Pingree and tbat 
Gustave Gunter lost last week ten bead. 
They would appear sick in the morning 
and be dead by night. Aug. Gunter also 
lost two head. 

Veterinarian Ferrier, who returned 
Tuesday from Gladstone where be had 
been in tbe interest of tbe Little Missouri 
Horse company, says the stook he inoon-
lated against blackleg last summer are 
reported doing well. The owners say 
there has been no re-appearance of the 
disease. The cost of inoculation is 
small, merely nominal, and is good for 
the life of the animal. Cattle bave an 
average existence of four years and tbe 
tendency to contract this disease de
creases with age, says Mr. Ferrier. 
Blackleg is most prevalent among young 
stock. The warm open winter is prob-
bly one of tbe causes of the appearance 
of the disease in this county. 

Tax Information. 

The treasurer of Barnes county pub
lishes a very oomplete notice to tax pay
ers of the rates of taxation, the amounts 
raised for each specifio purpose and the 
number of mills levied on each dollar o£ 
taxable property in each oity, village, 
township and school district in the 
county. Beside tbe general state tax 
levies, he gives the general county levies 
as well as the local levies for the differ
ent villages, townships and school dis
tricts Three of the school districts 
make no levy this year while others levy 
30 mills. The notice contains much 
needed information for every tax payer 
in the county. It shows the residents 
of each district just what amount each 
district has to raise with a chance to 
compare rates and seems to give the in
formation the law intended. The treas
urer adds a brief statement of the law as 
it is at present regarding the payment, 
advertising of delinqueut taxes, sale of 
same and tbe collection of personal prop
erty taxes with the time designated for 
tbe payment of eaoh class of tax. 

Broken Wheel. 

Freight train No. 54 was wrecked a 
mile and a half east of Onska—45 miles 
east of here—at 8 o'clock Tuesday night 
oy the breaking of a wheel. A number 
of cars were piled and several car loads 
of the company ice from Valley City, 
destined for points east, entirely demol
ished. The ice went skating on its own 
account and didn't stop for such a slight 
obstruction as tbe end of a car. 

The train left here at 2:35 yesterday, 
Conductor Dinehart and Engineer Ben-
nedict in charge of tbe 22 loads and four 
empties tbat constituted the train. No 
one was injured in the accident—but 
passenger trains were delayed. Tbe 
Dakota Express, that left here at 6 p. m. 
was delayed 11 hours and it was neces
sary to make up a train at Fnrgo to take 
its place iota tbe Twin Cities. Tbe 
Pacifio Express was delayed a couple of 
hours. 

The accident was caused by tbe break
ing of a car wheel a few inches from the 
axle, leaving a portion of the wheel fast-
ended to tbe axle. By strange good 
fortune tbe only freight injured Jwas ice 
and that belonged to tbe railway com
pany. 

Of Interest to Depositors. 
A case of interest to bank depositors 

has just been decided at Fargo in tbe 
United States court. Suit was brought 
by G. C. Sabin to recover $800 deposited 
in tbe Citizens National bank, alleging 
tbat the same w«b accepted after 
National Bank Examiner Anbeier bad 
been advised or was informed tbat the 
bank was insolvent. Mr. Sabin claims 
tbat 8200 of this money was deposited 
on tbe day that tbe bank was closed. 

Tbe verdict was for tbe plaintiff and 
the oourt will probably order tbat tbe 
plaintiff be returned tbe money deposited 
on the day of failure^ It establishes the 
rights of others similarly situated. 
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Demise of R. J. Fleming. 
Robert J. Fleming, formerly North

ern Pacific railroad dispatcher here but 
for several years past a resident of 
Chicago, died suddenly Christmas morn-
iog after but four hours illness. Tbe 
cause of death is not known bnt is sup
posed to bave been paralysis of tbe 
brain. Mrs. John Mmear, of this oity, 
mother of Mrs. Fleming, reaohed Chica
go Monday morning in response to 
intelligence of tbe death. Tbe funeral 
was held Tuesday afternoon in Chicago. 
Mrs.'Fleming, nee Williams, is a sister 
of Mrs. Jas. Taylor of this oif?. 

Had Armour's Order. 
VanDusen-Harrington Co., the big 

Minneapolis and Duluth grain firm, send 
to their customers a very neat Christ
mas oaid with a cheerful sentence. This 
firm had the order from Armour to get 
tbe big wbeat shipments sent to Chioago 
for tbe Letters. It shows the firm's 
resouoes. 

A DAKOTA TRAGEDY, jp ; 1',; 

A Mother in Walsh County 
Kills Herself and Four 

Children. 

Due to a Quarrel With her 
Husband the Night 

Before. 

The Neighbors Believe the 
Woman Insane—Strych

nine Used.' 

Park River, Deo. 25. Thursday morn
ing Jacob Payer, a Bohemian farmer 
living eighteen milesSwest of this oity, 
oame to town with a load of grain to 
sell, quarreling bitterly with his wife be
fore bis departure from borne because be 
would not promise to return bome tbe 
same night. He remained here over 
night, and yesterday morning a message 
came in from his farm bearing tbe start
ling intelligence that Mrs. Payer bad 
Killed herself and her four children. 

Before leaving bome Mr. Payer had 
arranged to have Lis father, who lives 
near by,go to his place and do bis obores 
during bis absence. Tbe old gentlemen 
went to the bouse yesterday morning 
and knocked on tbe door, but received 
no answer. Upon tbe opening the bed
room door, n startling sight met bis eyes. 
Tbere upon tbe bed lay the dead bodies 
of his four grandchildren, and across the 
foot of tbe bed was the body of their 
mother, also cold in death. *> 

A hasty examination revealed that the 
mother had mnrdered ber children and 
taken her own life by means of strych
nine kept in the house for years for 
poisoning gophers. A bottle partly 
empty lay near by. The children, two 
boys and two girls, from 2 to 7 years of 
age, had been washed and dressed in 
their best clothes, and tbe bodies ar
ranged in an orderly manner, side by 
side at tbe bead of tbe bed. This work, 
evident by surroundings, was done after 
tbe children's death. She bad tbei^ 
taken tbe portion reset ved for hersalf -
aod, lying down across tbe bed*had 
calmly awaited death. 

Tbe only reason assigned for the ter
rible deed is that tbe woman was insane. 
She was a woman of fierce and ungovern 
able temper and revengeful disposition. 
She bad made threats of suicide1 wuh 
murder. It is thought tbe quarrel be
tween herself and husband rankled in 
her mind until she bad lost reason. 

Christmas Festivities. 
Rarely has North Dakota seen a more 

pleasant Christmas than Saturday. The 
different religious bodies celebrated in 
exercises, services and song Friday, Sat
urday and Sunday though the programs 
were not elaborate as on former occas
ions. Tbere were trees at tbe Baptist, 
Episcopal and Methodist churches and 
at St. John's academy. For tbe services 
Saturday and Suuday tbe Catholic 
churjh was handsomely decorated with 
out and potted tiowers. Fathers McPbee 
and MoDonald were remembered with 
handsome purses. Others of the clergy 
were remembered appropriately by their 
congregations. 

The Gladstone Christmas tree con
tained several hundred articles, most of 
them for the hotel employes. Postmaster 
Klaus, Mrs. Klaus and Manager Rattin-
ger were handsomely remembered, tbe 
postmaster getting an elegant leather 
chair from his wife and sister, Eva Klaus, 
besides gifts from the employee. The 
guests and boarders also bad something 
nioe for a reminder of tbe day and 
Master Eddy Hevenor was well provided 
for by Santa Clans. 

Leader John Tunstall of the band was 
serenaded and presented with a hand
some diamond ring. 

Miss Carter and ber pupils at Eld-
ridge bad exercises Friday afternoon in 
oelebration of the holiday season and 
the close of tbe term of sobool. Tbere 
was a Christmas tree at Windsor in tbe 
school house and a jolly time reported. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Watson of Fargo 
were the guests of Mr. E. P. Well* and 
family. 

Tbe Leeds Review will be issued by R. 
W. Simpkins in January. It is supposed 
it will voioe the anti-prohibition senti
ment of its territory. 
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Land Advancing. 
Clinton Wade: Tbis fine winter 

weather is saving hundreds of tonB of 
hay for farmers. Sheep on our place 
are not only holding their own, but get
ting fat. The summer gave us a lift and 
now tbe winter is adding to it. I think 
Stutsman oounty will have considerable 
of a boom next year. Land is snapped 
up now at prioes that would not have 
been considered by buyers two years ago. 
In fact it was about impossible to sell 
any land two years ago. Tbey are ask
ing fully 25 per cent more for land now 
than then. 
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