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The Jamestown Alert. 
OA Lf (EXCEPT SUNDAY") 4 WEEKLY 

THURSDAY*, MARCH 3, 1898. 

TERMS: 
The Dany AKirt i* delivered in thecity by car

riers, at 50 cents a month. 
Daily, one year $8 00 
Dally,six mouths 3 00 
Daily, three months 150 
Weekly, oue year 1 50 
Weekly, six months 

W. R. KELLOGG. 

MAKING J1VAB DOtJS KAKK. 

THE press dispatches are begining to 
state that mure than usual importance 
is now given at Washington to the state-
me lit of the Spanish charge d'uffairs, M. 
Boso aud to the statements trom Madrid 
that there were no ciines or torpedoes 
in the harbor of Havana. The claim , is 
made that "some individual.) Cuban or 
Spaniard, attached a bomb to the hull. 
But the naval authorities are reluctant 
to accept that explanation because it re
flects upon the seamanship and|the mili
tary discipline of the Maine. One ex
planation is that a torpedo must have 
been loaded at an abandoned hospital 
on the shore of the bay opposite Havana, 
towed at the end of a rope or wire by a 
boat until it was in properjiposition to 
be carried by the oar rent against the 
Maine and then released for its work of 
destruction." 

This is said to be the most acceptable 
explanation yet offered, if Spain did not 
plan to biow up the ship or exeoute it. 
If the court of inquiry reports the dis
aster due to ac outside source, and Spam 
denies all knowledge of it and brings her 
evidence, what ever it may be, to prove 
it, what can the United States do? It 
can go to war but that is not a likely 
prooeeding under the oiroumstances. 

The question of indemnity and re
sponsibility will then arise, and it is said 
that the government's latest [researches 
do not give any assurance that Spain 
can be shown liable for acts of fanatics 
any more than for an unavoidable ac
cident. 

Spain will oppose on every ground 
assuming the responsiblity, and it now 
•seems probab'e that the court of inquiry 
•will declare the explosion not an acci
dent and nothing but a long winded 
diplomatic controversy will come of it. 

In the mean time the administration 
will cater to the public belief that some 

-different action should be taken in aiding 
Cuba to get liberty. Sailors will be 
enlisted, the troops moved, big guns put 
in position, large sums of money spent 
and big war talk made with the object of 
keeping Major McKinley right before 
the country, while the Hanna faction 
have the real aotion they want, taken in 
the affair. Reeds position of czar in the 
house will prevent any congressional 
aotion, and the country will tinish dis
cussing the incident at leisure. 

UPHOLDING ITS PARTY FOLICY. 

THE Grand Forks Herald advocates aa 
a republican party policy the present 
prohibition law, and is consistently ap
proving of its strict enforcement. This 
enforcement is something that all peo
ple approve whether license for anti-
license advocates. The Herald goes to 
the length of approving of the actual 
destruction of property represented in 
liquors as a means of enforcing the law. 
It argues that the loss of liquors from 
every illegal vender in North Dakota 
would soon reduce the stock and there
by insure a muoh less consumption 
than now is seen. There have been but 
few oases of this kind in thejstate, but if 
the law is enforoed as the Herald de
mands that it be, it claims that a great 
many more ,lbon fires," like the one 
recently had in Jamestown, will be the 
result. 

The Herald calls attention tojthe pro
vision of the law wbicb specially includes 
all violators, no matter in what business 
they are engaged, and says that the con
stitution intended that no guilty man 
escape. 

It is not necessary to state that the 
Herald's position is fully sustained by 
the law itself. The intent and spirit of 
the law is prohibition not toleration or 
regulation of the sales of liquors. 

No one will assert that the Herald is 
not oorreot in saying that if all the 
Btocks of liquors should be destroyed in 
this state where every illegal sale, under 
the law, is made, there would be a very 
much less product of breweries and dis
tilleries to be found in North Dakota. 

The position of the Herald is consist
ent and it is to be congratulated that it 
does not try to conceal its real senti
ments and attempt to deceive the pro
hibition vote on one hand for a political 
purpose and extend protection to vio
lators on the other for the same reason. 
The enforcement of the law without 
duplicity—as any other law of the state 
—is what most all people now desire. 

THE SWISS REFERBSIirM. 

THE Swiss republic is small, hut up-
to-date, and the spirit of Old William 
Tell still tells its own story in a love for 
the greatest individual libarty and in 
the oonfidenoe the people have in their 
ability to rua the government in their 
own interests. The referendum, an 
enlightened method of determining a 
publio sentiment on any great question, 
prevail* in Switzerland. Recently the 
proposition waa put before the nation aa 
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to whether or not the government should 
buy aud operate the railroads. A dis
patch says: 

The referendum bus resulted in popu
lar approval of the proposed state pur
chase of the railroads at a cost of about 
a billion franca ($200,000 000.) The vote 
WHS 384,110 in favor to 177,130 against. 

The referendum approves the bill 
passed iu October lust, by the national 
counoil, by a vote of 98 to 29. Accord
ing to recent official returns, there are 
2,301 miles of railroad open for traffio in 
Switzerland, on the five principal lines. 
The government is projecting a loan for 
the purpose. 

The sum of 200 millions seems large 
for a nation of some 16 million people to 
engage to pay for one purpose; but the 
ground has been thoroughly gone over, 
there is little doubt but what the trans
portation cost will be so greatly reduced 
and improved that the change will be a 
deoided suocess, at least this is the ex
perience of every publio effort of the 
kind the Swiss have made. 

The United Stites is consid-
ered by some "too big and 
unweildy to secure the benefits 
to its citizens that a smaller nation can," 
but if the small and weak governments 
can accomplish these things there is no 
reason why the strong and able can not. 
The only thing needed is an effort, united 
and d.>terminded, and difficulties now 
magnified would fall as mist before a 
rising sun. 

A MONEY MATTER CHIEFLY. 

THERE is now little doubt that the 
responsibility for the loss of the Maine 
will be charged to Spain soon and that 
the administration will endeavor to col
lect damages to the amount of ten or 
fifteen millions. It is stated that the 
United States not having recognized Cuba 
as in a state of war, had not forfeited 
the right to protection in a friendly har
bor. Had the belligerency of Ouba be n 
publicly recognized United States 
vessels entering a harbor of such con
tending nations take all chances of war. 

As the destruction of the Maine is no 
longer believed to be an accident or the 
act of a fanatic which Spain was not 
able to prevent, the responsibility must 
attach to Spain and due punishment for 
the guilty and payment for loss made. 
This will consume a great deal of time, 
and be the modus operandi for exhibit
ing plenty of red tape and high salaried 
"diplomacy." It will also give the 
country time to cool off and relieve the 
anxeity of the officials at Washington. 

There is little doubt but Spain will 
eventually pay the bill; and the thrifty 
speculators behind the administration— 
who make the whole carnage in Cuba the 
subject of a money making scheme—are 
said to have a little proposition all ready 
viz: To advanoe the money to Spain 
provided she consents to the sale of Ouba 
and also provided the United States 
guarantees by tome law, the price paid 
by the speculators, "in the interest of 
peace to Ouba". This would be an in
glorious ending to the great war talk in 
oongress and to the "dignified" "tempor
al" Vfirm," but "loyal American" stand 
that^has been so thoroughly advertised, 
as a part of the administration policy. 

STATE SCHOOL FUNDS. 

THE Chicago Record has received from 
officials of twenty-six states, information 
about investments of the permanent 
school funds of those states. Wiscon
sin and New Jersey through their 
superintendents of publio instruction 
state that the laws of those states now 
refuse to authorize the loaning of school 
funds on farm lands or mortgages. In 
Wisconsin the old law permitted this 
form of investment, but great losses oc
curred and great abuses grew out of the 
system. In New Jersey the same con
dition is reported. Since the change in 
the law no losses from this cause are 
reported. 

In every state reported the funds are 
now invested in school, city, county, 
United States and other bonds. The 
only losses in these loans are reported 
from Kansas where a few boom towns 
in the western part of the state found a 
depression in property. The losses in 
this respect are only about three and a 
half per cent out of the aggregate found 
of seven million dollars. The school 
funds of Kansas are invested in school 
district, bridge or court house bonds, 
county, township or city refunding 
bonds, preference being given to the 
state of Kansas in all cases. 

It is a remarkable fact that no losses 
outside of this one instance have oc
curred to the school funds in any other 
states except Wisconsin and New Jersey 
where the money was loaned upon lands 
at. an appraised valuation. 

VARIETIES OF JOURNALISM 

NEWSPAPER special correspondents 
gets at news and facts that the public 
would learn in no other way at the time, 
There is a great enterprise shown by the 
big papers in these matters, yet there is 
also a plain feeling against the sensa
tionalism in the press. Statements in 
the large daily press about many matters 
are becoming less and lesB influential. 
The public has been deceived so often 
that the feeling is growing into a gener
al sentiment that everything seen or 
read is of doubtful value, or is purposely 
made incorrect. There is much founda
tion for this because most of the large 
daily papers are now oonduoted as at
torneys for corporate interests as op
posed to the welfare of the prodnoers 
and of labor. Yet all papers are not so 
oooduoted, and if it was not for a per

sistent bunt for news and facts, many 
things that do come to light would be 
supressed or only partially reported. 

The special servioi on the great papers 
is a check on public extravagance aud 

i governmental deception. Seorecy is not 
possible long iu important matters when 
the press is free to print aud comment. 
If the press did not publish all the facts 
and report all the bearings of a public 
affair, the government would only give 
out what was to the interest of the ad 
ministration in power. There iB much 
that is trash and much that is worthless 
printed in the papers, but the very free 
doiu of this publication is one of the 
greatest safe-guards for the country. 

HARRISON'S REMARKS. 

IT IS no wouder the common run of 
people are puzzled to know who their 
real friends are among the publio 
leaders. Ex-President Harrison after 
inaugurating a financial policy that he 
knew would create trusts, increase the 
purchasing power of money, make the 
rich still richer without effort, and the 
poor still poorer, in spite of efforts, is a 
leader who, this week, is beard deploring 
the conditions of the country. He is 
now telling the wealthy tax dodging 
class that their refuaa.1 to bear their full 
share of taxation will render their wealth 
itself insecure. Among his remarks 
were these: 

"We live in a time of great agitation, 
of a war of dashing thoughts and inter
ests. Men, no longer satisfiad with 
what appears above ground, are uncover
ing roots. There is a feeling that some 
men are handicapped, that the race is 
sold; that the old and muob-vaunted 
equality of opportunity and of right has 
been submerged. More bitter and 
threatening things are being eaid and 
written against accumulated property 
and corporate power than ever before. 
It seems to many that, more and more 
small men, small stores and small fac
tories are being thrown upon the shore 
as financial drift or wreckage; that the 
pursuit of cheapness has reached a stage 
where only enormous combinations of 
capital, doing an enormous business, are 
sure of returns." 

WHEN IT ISN'T SO. 

MOST of the party newspapers of the 
state when referring to any statement 
not relished or approved—which appears 
in this or other papers—misquote it and 
then proceed to answer it. The mean
ing and the authority for statements are 
charged entirely to suit the purpose of 
reply. This plan is held to answer well 
enough for their home readers and to 
make a "point". A recent instance of 
this high grade journalism in the inter
est of "party principles," is seen in the 
Grand Forks Herald. It quotes a state
ment from the Bismarck Tribune about 
the distruotion of liquors in Jamestown, 
assigns it to the Alert, and proceeds to 
comment on it to the great satisfaction 
of the commentator. 

It is no wonder the public is getting 
to say—"when you see it in a news
paper it isn't so." 

THE men in oongress who are opposed 
to the workings and political schemes of 
the sugar trust in the Hawaiian annexa
tion, seem to have knocked that project 
out. Some time ago it was stated by 
an opponent of the trust, in the senate 
that: 

"The whole sobemefor the annexation 
of Hawaii is based upon sentimentality 
and sugar. The sugar people who are 
netting eight or nine million dollars a 
year under the reciprocity treaty are 
back of the annexation project with the 
hope of making the benefits now derived 
from reciprocity perpetual. If it were 
not, tne treaty would never have been 
beard of." 

The recent debate in the senate led by 
Prank Pettigrew gave the country some 
new facts and raised opponents to the 
scheme. Some of the more independent 
membere of the house are now ohanging 
from a favorable to an unfavorable atti
tude on the question. 

Hawaii will remain a sunny group of 
islands in the wide Pacific, and the af
fairs of the natives will probably be man
aged by the commercial monopoly that 
has already such a hold there; and not 
by the simple nutives themselves whose 
idea of self-government ohiefly consists 
in unlimited surf bathing and the unre
stricted wearing of tropical apparel. 

and let the warrants-draw G per cent in
terest, when "not paid for want of funds." 
In this manner a debt wholly unconstitu
tional has been oreated of over $500,COO. 
A constitutional bond could be floated 
at 3 or 3% per cent interest, and a great 
saving in interest made, but this would 
not euit the purpose. Within a few 
years the debt of Iowa has moreueed 
from praotically nothing and with nearly 
$500,000 in the treasury to a half million 
debt—a difference, without any adequate 
return to the taxpayer, of a million dol
lars. It recalls to some extent the pro 
eeedure employed in North Dakota to 
avoid a constitutional indebtedness. 

nil 

THE conviction of Zola and sentence 
to a year's imprisonment is reedgnized 
evervwhere as an unjust proceeding. It 
is a relic of popular prejudice ia Europe 
that still lingers against the Hebrew 
race, a prejudice which has been de
veloped during years of ignorance and 
superstition. 

These relics of the past have an amaz
ing influence in the highest oivilizt.d 
nations; anu a man who may inwardly 
know he is wroDg, will cling with tena
city to a foolish uotion—because it haB 

existed with him for some time. 
Two of the most powerful prejudices 

that have existed smoe the social com
munity began and since the state de
veloped in to its present government, 
have been the party prejudice, and the 
strange infatuation about the intrinsic 
value in metal money, whose usefulness 
is only oreated by a law for the purpose 
of exchanging other things. 

THE state of Iowa bas got into a 
unique way of avoiding its constitution
al debt limit of $250,000. The state au
thorities have issued state warrant* for 
what is Mid to be extravagant expenses, 

THE country has uot bad the benefit 
of Seoretary Sherman's presence or ad-
vioe for r.bout two weeks, and the 
Spanish complications have been 
"handled" by Assistant Secretary Day. 
Sherman is reported aB confined to his 
house "with a cold." 

Complications of this kind are not in 
John Sherman's line. He comes out 
strong as a "great financier" when a 
chance to cut off the peoples stook of 
money is found. Jno. Sherman always 
disappeared when a war cloud arose; 
and always showed up to further the 
bondholders gold payment scbetnee after 
the country had been saved by the sac 
ritices and patriotism of others. 

ANOTHER federal plum went to a mem
ber of North Dakota's legislature. State 
Senator Gordon of Grand Forks has 
been appointed receiver of the Larimore 
National bank. State Senator Arnold 
of Larimore was a candidate and it 
seemed served bis party faithfully 
enough in the legislature to be moved 
up higher, especially when the chance 
occurred in his own town. The key to 
an appointment in North Dakota seems 
to be to get to the legislature where 
honor falls strictly within that charmed 
oircle. The appointment is another 
case of having Hansbrough's pull. 

IT IS a subject of remark that the 
federal appointments made and being 
made in North Dakota are mostly going 
to the men who were honored with being 
sent to the legislature. Such fortunate 
gentlemen are now getting double honors, 
combined with profits. In addition 
some of the rewards are going to the 
faithful editor who printed the kind of 
arguments required of him. The aver
age voter and worker of the rank and file 
whose ''patriotism" alone sustains him 
in the cause does not expeot to share in 
the rewards under the present system of 
distribution of offioial patronage. 

IT IS reported that the Great Northern 
railroad has closed its depot station at 
Buxton,ont of retaliation, because in the 
district court the agent was convicted of 
delivering original express packages of 
liquors C. O. D. The decision virtually 
made railway agents liable under the 
prohibition law. 

The case will doubtless be appealed; 
but it is hardly credible that the above 
report is correct. All corporations in 
the state are in favor of upholding and 
enforcing the laws until repealed. 

ONE of the late investigations of the 
agricultural department shows that in 
the larger cities like New York poor and 
insufficient food is one of the leading 
causes for the craving for strong drink. 
As cheap as food is in the large cities 
there are many thousands who buy only 
the very cheapest and poorest kinds, 
and the effects are seen on health, mor
als, increasing need of public charity 
and corrections. 

A BLIND pigger, from Grafton, gets an 
extreme sentence for selling liquors—a 
year and three months in the state peni
tentiary. The severity of the punish
ment may be due to the fact that it was 
a second offense, but it shows what a 
buzz-saw a man is fooling with when ihe 
prohibition law of North Dakota is en
foroed as it is being at present, for the 
first time. 

THE government will spend a large sum 
of moneyto relieve the so-called necessi
ties of those persons who have gone to 
Klondike knowing of the dangers of the 
the trip. Reindeer and provisions are be 
ingsentto Alaska for that purpose. It 
would seem that a more useful ohannel 
for ex|tending the people's money would 
be to furnish some Hind of needed en-
ploy ment at home. 

REPRESENTATIVE JOHNSON of Indiana, 
one of the leading house sub-ordinates 
and co-ordinates of the speaker, made a 
speech opposing the annexation of 
Hawaii. He declared in substance that 
be would vote against it even at the 
point of disobeying the party order. 
Johnson was loudly applauded by some 
republicans. 

Gov. PINGREE welcomes Ex-President 
Harrison to the ranks of the "republican 
anarchists." Pingree is going to have 
20,000 copies of Harrison's speech on the 
wealthy tax-dodging property owners 
printed and distributed in Miobigan. 

RICHARD MANSFIELD is still looking 
for good plays and bewails the lack of 
tbem on the stage. Mansfield instinc
tively knows that a good play ia worth 
more to the actor than anything the 
actor can do for the play. 
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IT IS reported that Senator Sherman 
is about to retire from the cabinet owing 
to a disagreement on the Cuban ques
tion. The administration has heard 
from the country districts. 

OFFENSES 
Against tlie Government to be 

Heard in United States 
Court. 

Among those indicted by the U. S. 
grand jury for trial in March at Fargo 
were: 

James Flood was charged with selling 
liquor Without a government license at 
Church* Ferry. He plead not guilty 
and was held in $250 bonds. 

James Dalencouit was indicted on the 
same charge. /He also plead not guilty 
and was held in 8250 bonds. 

William Jackson, charged with selling 
liquor without a government license at 
Langdon, was arraigned and pleaded 
guilty. 

John Highland, arraigned on the same 
obarge, entered a plea of guilty. 
William Anderson was arraigned on the 

charge of selling intoxicating liquor to 
the Indians, to which charge he entered 
a plea of not guilty. He wan held in $250 
bonds. 

W. R. Anderson, arraigned on the 
obarge of selling liquor to the Indians, 
pleaded guilty to the obarge. 

George Fusky, of Devils Lake, ar
raigned on the same obarge, also pleaded 
gui'ty. 

Those who pleaded guilty will be sen
tenced before the court adjourns. 

Nineteen additional indictments were 
returned by the grand jury. Deputy 
Marshal Hurst left for Devils Lake to 
bring back with him Frank Blackboy, a 
half-breed,against whom an indictment 
has been returned, charging him with 
the larceny of money belonging to the 
government. He is a boy of sixteen years 
of age and will probably receive a re
formatory sentence. 

Joe Fortier, who was arrested some 
time ago charged with smuggling horses 
over the boundary line and who is now 
in the Grand Forks jail awaiting trial, 
baa been ordered released by the court 
on account of poor health. 

More B. P. O. Elks. 

Another party of ten Jamestown 
"fawns" became full fledged Elks in 
Fargo last night under the guidance of 
Lodge No. 260 B. P. O.E. The ten ^fortu
nate" ones were: Geo. Game, 
Charles Shurlock, 0. A. Klaus, O. Mo-
Harg, B. G. P. Vallenoy, A. W. Mac-
Donald, C. F. Bathman, J. M. Olmstad, 
A. M. Halstead and R. B. Hall. There 
were other members of the class which 
numbered 15. 

Dr. Branch, Frank Lenz, Chas. Fer-
rier, Paul Allen and other Elks accom
panied the novitiates to Fargo. 

There were visitors from every part of 
the state, Graqd Forks, Grafton, Bis-
marok, Jamestown, Casselton, Wahpe-
ton and some from Minneapolis and St. 
Paul. There were five members present 
from the Minneapolis lodge. The initia
tory work over the social session came 
and it was here that the boys feasted 
well. "Milk and crackers" were plenti
ful and the last sounds did not die away 
until the small hours of morning. 

Best of All 

To oleanse the system in a gentle and 
truly benefioial manner, when the 
springtime oomes, use the true and per
fect remedy. Syrup of Figa. Boy the 
genuine. Manufactured by California 
Fig Syrup Co., only, and for aale by all 
druggists, at fifty oents per bottle. 

TO PRESS THEIR CLAIM 
Little Fisli to Visit Washington 

To Present the Indians' 
Claims. 

* > • 
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Indian Agect F. O. Getchell of Ft 
Totten with Indians He-wa.jin, Wah-a-
oan-ska-ska, Fred Caska and Arthur 
Thompson were in the city recently en 
route to Fargo where the Indians will 
appear as witnesses before the United 
States district court; Geo. L. McGregor 
assistant to agent accompanied the 
party. Speaking of the Indians at the 
fort Mr. McGregor said: 

All this talk about the removal of the 
Indians from Benson county seems to 
oome from outside the county. Of the 
1,035 Indians on the reservation over 800 
have received land contracts from the 
government for their land. At the end 
of 25 years the Indians will be given a 
title in fee simple to the land, whether 
ooenpied and cultivated or not, or it the 
government desires, it may extend the 
period. 

In the last two years the Indians have 
raised 85 per cent of their entire subsie« 
tance, says Mr. McGregor, the remaining 
15 per cent coming from the government. 
Their crops were not as large last season 
as the season {previous when they raised 
55,000 bus. of wheat and 30,000 bus. ef 
oats. Last year they raised but 15,000 
bus. of wheat. It is probable that Little 
Fish and other Indians shortly will go 
to Washington to lay their affairs before 
the government. 

They claim they were unlawfully de
prived of oome 80,000 aoree of their land 
lying on the west side of the present 
reservation and between Minnewankan 
and the Sheyenne river. Aooording to 
the termB of the reservation survey the 
western boundary runs from a point at 
Minnewaukan "to the nearest point on 
the Sheyenne river." It is found that 
this throws the present line of the reser
vation a considerable distanoe inside of 
the true boundaries, the Sheyenne river 
approaching five miles nearer Minne
waukan than the present line inter
section with the river. For this traot of 
land, embracing 80,000 aoree, muoh 
better than that on the reservation, the 
Indians received $80,000—in supplies, 
not in money. It is said the Indians 
have never parted with any of their 
lands for lees than $2 or more per aore 
and the Indians hold there is a consider
able sum due them from the goverment. 
This will be laid before the authorities 
by Little Fish and his companions. 
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Personal Tax Collections. 

County Treasurer Halstead aod As
sistant Webber have been very busy of 
late making out tax statements for those 
who desired to pay their taxes before the 
first of the month, when a penalty of five 
per cent attaches on all delinquent per
sonal taxes. Overs thousand state
ments of taxes due were sent out and it 
is eetimated that about half of them 
have been or will be paid 
up leaving 500 or lees to be 
placed in the hands of the sheriff for 
collection. This list of delinquents,how* 
ever, will not be furnished the sheriff 
until after April 15th. He will then im
mediately proceed to oollect them. It 
they are not paid on demand he ia re
quired to seize sufficient goods and chat
ties belonging to the person sbarged 
with the tax if found within tha oonnty 
to pay tha same. 
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