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TOTTEN RESIGNS 
AS MEMBER BD. OF 

ADMINISTRATION 
Action Gives Independents 

Control of Board and of All 
State Institutions — Resig
nation Accepted by Gov. 
Nestoa—Cahill May Follow 

MAY OUST MCIR 
Bismarck, Feb. 18.—Ouater pro

ceedings will be instituted against 
Robert Muir chairman of the North 
Dakota State Board of Administra
tion. 

Bismarck, N. D.,, Feb. 17.—George 
Totten, member of the state board of 
administration, on whom Governor 
Nestos several days ago served no
tice of intention to begin ouster pro
ceedings, resigned late today. Gov
ernor Nestos accepted Totten's resig
nation, effective April 30. A delay 
was granted in order" to permit Tot-
ten to prepare to engage in private 
business. 

Governor Nestos said that charges 
of malfeasance and incompetence In 
office, which have been charged a-
gainst Totten were automatically 
dropped. 

Totten declared that he resigned 
only because he would be forced to 
resort to expensive litigation in an 
ouster fight, and said that he did not 
admit the charges were true. 

Independents Gain Control ' 
The resignation of George Totten, 

member of the board of administra
tion. submitted the Governor Nestos 
late yesterday, limits the ouster pro
ceedings to Cahill. Cahill has al
ready stated that he will fight the 
charges, altho there have been re
ports that he would also resign. 

Totten quit his position after seek
ing two conferences with the Gover
nor, during which he asked that the 
time for him quitting office be so 
fixed as to allow him to make cer
tain business adjustments. His res
ignation will be effective April 30. 

The charges against Totten, which 
were based upon the general constit
utional provision in such oases, char
ging malfeasance in office, were with 
drawn by the Governor. The resig
nation of Totten will on April 30 
place control of the board of adipiiir 
>istration in the handB of the Inde
pendents, as Commissioner of Agri
culture KitchetitandSiatfc SajterinteH-
iflent Nielsort ,fere exro'fficio members. 
rTlie otlter ttyo members of the board 
[arte Robert lMuirand J; I. SCahill. 

•';! Totten'-a Sfatinijent ; 

!; Mr/ Totten made tne following 
8ta)te»nient regarding his resignation: 
"Myf. reasons for resigning:: are as 
.fbllows: In matters of this kind the 
Governor' is ' both . pfosecutprand 
judge. On the evid&nce.;teubmitted at 
the Governor's hearing he can decide 
that there waB sufficient cause arid 
remove the accused officials. Then 
those officials are on the outside 
looking in and they are compelled to 
go to the courts in order to get re
instated and to draw their salary In 
case the courts find in their favor. 
This is a very expensive proceeding, 
also a lengthy one; possibly costing 
hundreds if not thousand dollars and 
lasting over a period of a year. In 
the meantime while these officials 
are waiting for justice from the 
courts their positions will be filled 
by the Governor's appointees who in 
all probability will remove many of 
the appointees of the board, thus 
destroying the organization whic?i 
the bbard has made. Personally, I 
cannot afford to stand the expense 
of such legal proceedings and in the 
second place the prospect of such a 
legal fight makes the game not 
worth the candle. My resignation is 
not an admission that the charges 
are true for I- am satisfied that uo 
just cause could be found* for my re
moval. . i.. ' 

"I am proud of the work which 
has been accomplished by the board 
of administration and am satisfied 
that there has been no general de
mand on the part of the taxpayers 
for our removal but that the demand 
has come from those who are desir
ous of obtaining office. I have noth
ing to apologize for having alw.iys 
served to the best of iny ability the 
best Interests of the state as 1 saw 
them." 

Totten was appointed to the b lard 
of regents in November, 191?, un.l 
Is serving on the board of admin
istration under a 6 year term end
ing in July, 1925. 

Governor Nestos said that the rea
son, for his acceptance of Totten's 
resignation, effective April 30, was 
in order to give him reasonable time 
to engage in future business. It also 
was said that delays incident to re
moval 'might have prolonged Totten's 
time in office beyond that. 

NEW FARM BLOC -
ORGANKED AT CHL; 

TOWNLEY PRESENT 
Chicago, Feb. 18.'i—Plains for - a' 

new farmers' organisation ,to be 
known as the United Fjwipers Na
tional Bloc, were made, here today 
at a conference : of farmers from 
more than twelve. . state*,.' Anon* 
those present/ was A. Tic>wniejr, 
president of the National: Nohpafti-
san/League, > 

: > The articles of assodatiouadopted, 
at; th emeeting provided 
i s a t f o n .  f r o m :  p r e c i n c t s  u p t o  

tional committee with a committee
man from every state, although it 
was declared the association would 
generally indorse candidates already 
in the field. Chicago was selected 
as the national headquarters. 

The platform of the association, 
as given out, called for government 
guarantee'of the cost of production 
of staple farm products .taxation of 
excess profits and heavy income and 
Inheritance taxes, government con
servation and operation of natural 
resources and "restoration to the 
government of the power to Issue 
credit and currency to be furnished 
the people at cost." 

VOTE TO CONTINUE 
ERECTION OF LIVE 

STOCKPAVILION 
Stockholders of North Dako

ta Live Stock Sales Associa
tion Opposed to Diverting 
Present Building Site and 
Material to Other Purposes 

The stockholders of the North Da
kota Live Stock Sales Association 
voted against, diverting the build
ing site or any of the building mater
ial now on hand purchased to erect 
a live stock sales pavilion in James
town, to any other purpose than that 
originally planned, at thi recent an
nual meeting of the association. This 
statement was made public by Sec
retary E. H. Mattingly today. . 

The members of the association 
feel that ,the present financial and 
agricultural depression i-9 a tempor
ary condition, Mr. Mattingly said, 
and that when this condition is over
come, a sales pavilion such as plan
ned will be needed more Than ever 
before. 

The annual meeting which was ad
journed from January 11th to Jan
uary 31st and later to February 14th 
was held on the latter date. The of
ficers elected are: President, A. 
Wells; Attorney, Oscar J. Seiler: 
Treasurer, R. R. Wolfer; first vice-
president, Jacob Yeager: secretary E. 
H. Mattingly. The other members 
of the board of directors are: Theo 
Thom, A. B. DeNauIt, J. J. Nierling, 
Dr. Ottinger and Andrew McKay. 

The reason for the adjournment of 
the previously called meetings was 
to secure a representative attendance 
of those who have subscribed for the 
s$pck of thq corporation in order .that 
an e*pres»jon'<hight be had as to the 
advisability of completing the build
ing as originally proposed. The 
main issue before the meeting was 
discussed at length by J. J. Nierling, 
G. H. Knoble.Emil Kohlscheen, Theo 
Thom, !R.: G. DePuy, O. -'J; Seiler C. 
A. Klaus and others, most of whom 
favored the retention of the present 
building site and the materials on 
hand. v 

It had been suggested that the 
building be converted into a bonded 
warehouse, and some thot that under 
the present conditions it would be 
difficult to collect the amount of 
money necessary to complete the 
building as^only a part of the stock 
subscriptions have been paid. The 
property of the association consists 
of lots 8, 9, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
28, 29 and 30 in block 10 of Kelley's 
and Fuller's addition second addi
tion to the city of Jamestown. The 
lots are located on the mill spur on 
West Second street, have direct 
trackage and are splendidly located 
for a sales pavilion. They also would 
allow for sutflcient ground space for 
a potato warehouse, • a cold storage 
plant and with room for expansion 
of any one of these projects if it was 
found necessary in the future. 

The cement walls of the founda
tion of the proposed building, which 
were put in last .year, will be all the 
better for having stood a year, Mr. 
Mattingly said. Thfe proposed com
munity hall is the big feature of the 
proposed building. 

Officers of the association believe 
with the bettering of financial condi
tions, it will be possible to complete 
the building plans in the not distant 
future. 

BIG SAVING FOR 
FARMERS ON PRICE 

OF BINDER TWINE 
St. Paul Feb. 21.—Reductions in 

the price of binding twine that will 
save the farmers of the northwest be
tween $900,00 Oand $1,000,000 were 
announced today by, the state board 
of control Price reductions on dif
ferent kinds of twine range from 3 
% to 4 cents a pound. Ralph W. 
Wheelock ,a member of the board, 
said that lower prices of raw ma
terials have made possible these re
ductions. The raw materials are being 
purchased from brokers and the so-
called twine trust of a f3\v years has 
been broken lip, Mr. Wheelock said. 

Reductions in farm machinery 
manufactured in the state prison, 
where twine is also manufactured, 
were decreased several weeks ago. 
Mr. Wheelock estimates that the 
saving to the farmers of the north
west thru these reductions will be-
between $3,000,000 and $4,000,000. 

BEGIN PURCHASE 
OF HAIL WARRANTS 
AT BISMARCK BANK 
Bismarck, Feb. 18.—r- Governor 

Nestos and the First National Bank 
received notice this morning that 
the Minnesota Loan a.nd Trust com
pany would accept all hail warrants 
presented to the First National Bank 
at Bknaarck, paying for them 98 
cents on the dollar during the re
maining days of February. The 
price will increase % percent each 
month, 

The First National Bank will re
ceive the hair warrants, will present 
them to {he state treasurer and the 
insurance commissioner for certifi
cation, necessitated by, .the contract 
and the rebent supremecourt decis
ion. Upon receipt of this certifica
tion the Minnesota Loan and Trust 
Company will send the money to the 
Itrst National bank- fordistribution. 
It is the opinion of the First Nation
al bank officials that about a week 
"Wjtl . take place. .between the receipt 
of the hall warrants at Bismarck anil 
the return of the money to the sieger.' 

Good ; nature behind this counter 
the- CUM put of custoupr. 

PROSPERITY AGAIN 
ON WAY REPORT TO 
CONGRESS ASSERTS 

Upward Swing of Pendulum 
to Begin Soon Annual Re
port of Federal Reserve 
B o a r d  S a y s  —  W a r n s  
Against Excessive Expan
sion and Speculation. 

Washington, Feb. 20.— Business 
thruout the country, progressing 
thru well defined circles, is nearing 
the point when the upward swing of 
the economic pendulum shall begin 
again, according, to the annual re
port of the federal reserve board, 
transmitted today to congress. 

"There are those, "the report says' 
who believe that the beginning of re
vival is' not far distant. When it 
does definitely set in, it will be fol
lowed in due course by a new era of 
prosperity." 

Business, in one of its "long 
swings" from prosperity, tbe report 
said, had followed its usual rotation 
which is described as business activ
ity, and increased production; excess 
expansion and speculation followed 
heretofore by panic and forced liqu
idation; a long period of slow liquid
ation, business depression and stag
nation an dthen revival. 

"In the light of recent experience" 
the report warned, "we should re
member when we again enter into a 
period of full prosperity that a re
action will follow sooner or later;' 
and if the flow of the incoming tide 
can be controlled so that the 
crest may not be reached too rap
idly or rise too high, the subsequent 
reduction v/ill be less severe and the 
next period of industrial and com
mercial activitiy and general pros
perity will be marked by saner meth
ods, greater achievements along con
structive lines and by a longer dur
ation than any which we have had 
before." 

The board confined its report to 
an account of operations of organi
zations for the year 1921, and with
out offering any suggestion for leg
islation affecting the board or the 
federal reserve system. 

FORMER LEAGUE CHIEFS 
CONFER AT BISMARCK 
OVER LEAGUE CONTROL 
Bismarck, Feb. 17-—Former Gov. 

Lynn J. Frazier, and former Commis
sioner of Agriculture John N. Hagan 
were in Bismarck today holding a 
conference with western North Da
kota Nonpartisan Leaguers. H. A. 
Paddock, in the past a personal rep
resentative of A. C. Townley, was 
here also, but stated he was here to 
appear before the federal court. He 
spent some time in conference with 
Frazier and Hagan previous to the 
meeting. 

The Courier-News today said: 
The cathpaign for control of the 

North Dakota League state conven
tion is already On, according to word 
brot to Fargo yesterday.. Leaguers 
in the. central part of the state 
meet at Bismarck today and in 
Barnes county have been called into 
conference at Valley City for tomor
row morning with former Governor 
Lynn J. Frazier and John N. Hagan, 
former commissioner of agriculture 
and labor. The call for the confer
ence is signed by Mr. Hagan. 

The exact nature of the conference 
or for what specific purpose it has 
been called has not been given out, 
but it is expected that the problems 
confronting the Nonpartisan League 
in this state will come up for dis
cussion and consideration. It . Was 

RAWSON, NEW SENATOR 
FROM IOWA; SERVE 

UNTIL NOVEMBER 
Des Moines, Feb. .17.—Charles A. 

Rawson, of Des Moines is the new sen 
atojj from Iowa. Announcement of 
his appointment to succeed Win. S. 
ICenyon in the upper house of con
gress, was made by Governor N. E. 
Kendall today. Mr. Rawson is £hair-
man of the republican state central 
committee. 

Mr. Rawson, it is understood, will 
serve only until a successor is chos
en, at the general election in Novem
ber. He will start serving when 
Senator Kenyon's resignation goes 
into effect February 24. 

NORTHWEST HIT 
BY FREAK STORM; 

SNOW, LIGHTNING 
Worst Blizzard ?f Winter on 

Washington's Birthday — 
Lightning Accompanied 
Snow, Sleet and Heavy 
Gale—Many Trains An-

• nulled. 
f"By Associated 

Rf. Paul. Feb. 22. — Rain, sleet, 
and -snow fell over the central north 
west last night and early today ac
companied in some sections by lightn
ing and thunder, and today the en
tire district is affected by crippled 
wires and rail commupication. Twen
ty six inches of snow in Duluth tied 
up street car traffic, Caused the an
nulment of out going trains and the 
shut down of public schools until 
weather conditious Improve. A ris
ing wind and temperature around 15 
below zero is the prospect for Du
luth tonight. 

Lightning shortly after midnight 
caused one fire here, which destroy
ed a grain elevator with the loss 
estimated at $50,00.0. In St. Paul 
and Minneapolis sleet fell to a depth 
of two or three inches. 

Three Feet, of Snow Covers 
. Iron Ran#» 

Ely, Minn., Feb. 22.—Three feet 
of snow fell over the Minnesota Iron 
Range last night and was piled high 
by a 50 mile wind. This village is 
cut off from the outside world. 

Six Inches in Xorife, Dakota 
Bismarck, Feb.,,22.—According to 

reports to the Bismarck weather 
bureau the storm- which began last 
night covered the entire state and is 
accompanied by a wind, of the velo
city of 26 to 30 miles an hour. Six 
inches of snow fell yesterday in 
many parts of the state ,with the 
temperature around zero. 

s Storm General 
Chicago, Feb. 22.—Th'6 northwest 

and upper Mississippi are i nthe grip 
of a cold wave, accompanied by 
heavy, snow and sleet, which have 
seriously hampered transportation 
and communication systems. Upper 
Wisconsin and Minnesota were cut 
off from all telegraphic communica
tion with Chicago early today and 
meagre reports dwindling in over 
crippled wires indicate that many 
towns were completely isolated. 

WESTERN COLLEGES 
LOOK WITH FAVOR 

ON SUMMER BALL 
St. Paul, Feb. 20.— Representa

tives of seven midwestern universit
ies and colleges meeting here today 
to formulate plans for a new athlet
ic conference tentatively decided to 
go on record as in favor of a rule 
permitting college athletics to play 
summer baseball for money. 

Indications were that the organi
zation of the proposed conference 
.would be perfected late today with 
seven institutions definitely allied 
and the possibility that two or three 
more would join later. 

The summer baseball rule was one 
of the first considerations before t.lie 
gathering and the decision to ap
prove it was almost unanimous. Jt 
will be qualified to bar students from 
participation in the organized lea
gue games. 

Schools represented include N. D. 
University and N. D. A. C. 

each month by small collections fol
lows: 

Jan.,  1922 Jan. 1922 
Collection.1  Balance 

Asylum bond 
Binkinp $ .32 $ 9.^8 

Glander«d Hornfl .4(1 107.40 
Wolf Bounty .69 1 955.94 
Bovine Tuberculosis . . .  .21 1533." ' '  
Terminal Klevator i.r,7 4 8.. t« 
An 'clt .  TrainiiiK 
'  School .02 137.C4 
University 1.119 211.10 
Agricultural Collcfrc .. . .  1.17 116.05 
Valley City Normal . . . .  ,8r.  78.05 
Mayvllle Normal .71 72.83 
School for Deaf .41 1248.22 
School of Forestry .13 14.48 
Scientific School .20 11.92 
Industrial School .34 20.83 
Mi riot Normal ,;is 49.1 7 

LANDIS RESIGNS 
TO GIVE ENURE 
TIME TOBASEBALL 

Federal Judge Gives up Bench 
to Devote Entire lime to 
Control of Organized Base
ball—Resignation Was Ru
mored For Some Time— 
Refused to Quit Under Fire 

Chicago, Feb. i8.—Federal Judge 
K. M. Landis today announced that 
he had resigned from the bench and 
would devote his entire time to his 
position of baseball commissioner. 

The resignation is effective 
March 1st. , 

Announcement of it was made by 
the judge todays as he took his place 
in court. 

"There are not enough hours in 
the day for all my activities" said the 
judge. "Therefore I have forwarded 
my resignation as federal judge to 
Washington, effective March 1st." 

The 'judge then called the first 
case oh his docket and refused to 
discuss the matter until court re
cessed. 

NEW CORPORATION 

Bismarck, N. D„ Fbe. 17.—(Spec
ial—Articles of incorporation filed 
with the Secretary of State Include: 

H. G. Carpenter and Company, 
Faf-go, insurance agency; capital 
stock, $25,000; incorporators, Har-

reported yesterday that a series, ot |ry G. Carpenter, P. M .- Carpenter, G. 
F. Lawrence, Fargo. 

Reese Riber Development Co., Val
ley'City; capital stock, $100,000; in-
corporators, C. A- Newman, D. W. 

I Clark, Lee Cowell. ,E. J. Pegg.J. H. 
Sampson; A. B. Cox, Valley City; D. 

meetings will be held in the sCate 
within the next few weeks-

Mr. : Frazier spent yesterday in 
Fargo, but he was reticent on "mat
ters of political nature. He said 
that he was receiving a large num
ber of letters every day on subjects {J. Shay,- J. P. Murphy,. M. W. Mil-
connected with tb6 League manage- lory, Austin, Nev. 
ment and future of the organisation.; noletti' County Fair Association, 
lie would : not discuss ;the United : Ralla"/'capital etock;'$ 10,000; inebr> 
States senatorship etfpect" to say that .porators, A. O. .Graham, R.*Hi Botar-
he was seeking no political office but [wick,"Arthur Dixon, Robert 'Fraser, 
* * desired to stay ;out of politics; 

SENATOR MCCUMBER 
INTRODUCES BILL 

TO AJDFARMERS 
Measure Reported Favorably 

b y Senate Agricultural 
Committee Would Appro
priate Five Million Dollars 
to Buy Seed Grain and 
Feed. 

Washington, Feb. 21.—A bill by 
Senator McCumber, republican. No. 
Dakota providing $5,000,000 for 
government loans to farmers to buy 
seed grain and feed for livestock was 
reported favorably today by the sen
ate agriculture committee. It is de
signed principally to aid farmers of 
North Dakota and Montana in 
drought Btricken regions. 

Of the $5,000,000, $1,000,000 will 
be available for loans for livestock 
feeding and the balance for seed 
grain. Seed loans would be limited 
to $300 to each applicant and based 
on chattel mortgages or crops to se
cure the government's loan. 

Endorsed By Others 
Senators McCumber, Ladd, North 

Dakota and Walsh, Montana, appear 
ed today before the committee to ur
ge the relief fund appropriation. 
They described the situation in 
southwestern North Dakota and eas
tern Montana as "desperate." 

Five successive years of crop 
failure, they said, had rendered thou
sands of farmers destitute. Senator 
McCumber said that many were 
"just as bad off as the people of 
Russia," and that if government re
lief was not given entire counties 
would be depopulated. 

HASTINGS RETURNED 
TO FARGO TO ANSWER 
EMBEZZLEMENT CHARGE 
Fargo, Feb. 20.—A deputy sheriff 

of Cass county returned to Fargo last 
night from Sacramento, Calif., with 
J. J. Hastings, former vice-president 
of the Scandinavian-American Bank 
here charged with embezzlement ot 
$3,000 from the institution, the sher
iff's office announced today. 

It is expected tjiat the preliminary 
hearing will be held today and that 
Hastings will give bail. 

Conferred With At*.v. Gen. 
Bismarck, Feb. 20.—J. J. Hastings 

returning to Cass county from Cal
ifornia was in Bismarck Sunday, re
maining here between trains and con
ferring with Attorney General Svein-
bjorn Johnson. Results of the con
ference have not been made public. 
Assistant Attorney General George 
Shafer, who appeared for the state 
in the hearing at Sacramento return
ed here with Hastings. 

STILL RECEIVING 
TAXES LEVIED OVER 

SIXTEEN YEARS AGO 
Bismarck, N. D., Feb. 15.—North 

Dakota's State treasurer is receiving 
moneys for taxes levied sixteen or 
more years ago and this fact keeps 
alive on the books of the Treasurer' 
and the State Auditor some twenty-
five funds that are not now a part 
of tax collections. Collection on tax
es levied as far back as 1906 are very 
small, realizing sometimes five cents 
for the gneral fund, a cent for some 
of the other funds and a fractional 
part of a cent for some of tbe small
er funds. 

In the class of funds for which 
small amounts are still being receiv
ed as taxes levied for certain years 
are collected are all of $he old mile
age taxes levied for the benefit of 
the state schools. This plan of rais
ing money was abandoned in 1915 
and straight appropriations substit
uted but tax moneys of m dollar or 
so a month are being received as 
some county treasurer receives be
lated taxes or finds some bit of per
sonal property which escaped taxa
tion- ip the previous years and secur
es payment of the amounts due the 
state.':, v'* 

A list of some of the funds, taxes 
for "which are not levied at present, 
but which ari» kept in: tbe record? 

THIRTY-EIGHT DIE 
IN ROMA FALL; 

U.S. BEGINS PROBE 
Buckling of Rudder Started 

Plunge; Roma Struck High 
Tension Electric Cable; 
Survivor's Story. 

Norfolk, Va., Feb. 21.—Thirty-
four men were killed, eight were in
jured or only slightly bruised when 
the giant airship Roma, with her 
crew and a number of civilians, to
talling 45 in all aboard, plunged to
day from a thousand feet or more in 
the air to the ground at the Hampton 
Roads naval base. 

The accident presumably was 
caused by a broken rudder and as the 
huge dirigible plunged to earth It 
capsized across a high tension elec
tric line, bursting into a roaring fur
nace of blazing hydrogen gas. 

Long after dark tonight the ship 
was still a mass of flames from end 
to end of her 410 toot mass. The 
fire, fed on the million cubic feet of 
gas which has distended the great 
bag for the flight and made all at
tempts at rescue work futile. Bare
ly a dozen of those aboard were pick
ed up alive and one of these died on 
the way to the hospital. All who 
survived the fire escaped by jump
ing aB the ship struck, the others, 
penned in the hull of the fallen bag, 
were burned to death. 

Original Motors Relieved 
The flames were Anally brought 

into submission by three fire depart
ments who fought them with chem
icals. Then derricks began picking 
up the wreckage which consisted of 
scarcely more than the aluminum 
frame work and the six Liberty mo
tors of the once proud ship of the 
air. Within the wreckage lay the 
bodies, practically all charred be
yond recognition. But before the 
night had passed, 33 bodies had been 
removed, accounting for. the last of 
those known to have taken flight on 
the fatal voyage. 

Accounts of survivors and of eye 
witnesses as to what had happened 
appeared to agree tonight that the 
huge kite-ljke structure of the stern 
rudder, itself as large as a bombing 
plane, had slipped to one side as the 
Roma drove along a thousand feet 
above the army base. 

She was making a trial flight with 
a new battery of Liberty motors. 
They were installed to replace Italian 
engines bought with her in Italy, but 
which have not proved satisfactory. 

It was just before 2 p. m. when 
those below at the army base at 
Hampton Roads base, their attten-
tion caught by the approaching 
thunder of the six motors, looked up 
to see the Roma dip down from her 
straight flight. They agreed that 
the rudder seemed to have slipped 
bodily down and to one side. 

The ship nosed steeply down and 
as she caipe closer it was seen that 
her crew were hurling out sand bal
last from the ports in the fragile 
fabric that formed the covering of 
the space between her keel and back, 
the living and operating quarters of 
the ship. The dipping, blunt nose of 
the bag did not respond. 

Passengers Leap From Ship 
On the ship came, unchecked in her 

glide earthwalrd, head first. Her 
commander could not force her the 
few hundred feet that would have 
dropped her Into the waters pf the 
bay and comparative safety for her 
people. 

Below ran the high double wires 
of the High Power Electric line. It 
carried a 2,300 volt current. The 
Roma's nose, shod with, its aluminum 
guard, thrust into the wires, broke 
them and the ship flattened to earth 
and rolled over, and the next mo
ment came the noise of an explosion 
and the flames burst out along tbe 
hull space. 

There was a rush of men to the 
rescue from the army post and the 
navy base beyond. Just as the Roma 
neared the wires, two men were seen 
ro leap from high up in her slanting 
hull. 

As the stricken flaming monster 
writhed in her first death agony, ten 
men dropped from doors or ports or 
through holes -they tore in the fabric 
sides that enclosed them. Some leap
ed from tbe platform where the en-, 
glnes stood, far out from the hull. 

So swift was tbe flare of the gas 
flames that rescuers were driven 
back before its terrific heat. They 
watched helplessly as the great 80-
foot bag shriveled in the fierce blaze 
of the liberated gas. 

The Roma was a wall of flame a 
city block long and until the thou
sands of gallons of chemicals and 
"water had checked the holocaust, It 
'was impossible to reach the comrades 
mangled and dead in , that fiery fur
nace. 

Continued on page l. 

FINISH TAKING OF 
TESTIMONY GUMMER 

TR1ALTUESDAY 
Court Adjourns Until Ten 

o'Clock Thursday Morning 
When Arguments of Coun
sel Will Be Heard—Points 
Brought Out in Concluding 
Testimony Tuesday. 

Valley City, Feb. 21. — Testimony 
in the Wm. (Jummer murder trial 
was terminated at 10:40 a. m. today 
when adjournment was taken to 10 
a. m. Thursday, at which time argu
ments to the jury will be commenced. 

States Attorney W. C. Green, who 
has been ill since Sunday, was un
able to proceed today with the ar
guments. 

One o fthe concluding features 
was the testimony of A. P. Bergeson 
of Wilmar, Minn., that he had ar
rested a man in Wilmar in 1918 by 
the name of James Farrell but had 
not seen him since. 

The name "Farrell" is on the reg
ister of the Prescott hotel for the 
night of the murder in that hotel of 
Miss*Wick and which the state accus
es Guminer of perpetrating. 

•lamer. Milligau, a deputy sheriff, 
denied that ho choked Gu'mmer on 
the morning of June 15 when offic
ials were interviewing Gummer in 
his cell in the Cass county jail. 

Concluding Testimony 
The Wm. Gummer murder case 

was in its concluding phases today 
in the Barnes county district court, 
the early portion of the morning ses
sion being given over to the rebuttal 
evidence of the state. 

Gummer this morning heard state 
witnesses on the stand attempt to 
break down portions of the testimony 
that he gave while on the stand and 
he also saw the state attack the 
credibility of others of the defense 
witnesses. 

Did Xot Call Brown 
Mrs. A. Thompson, proprietress of 

the rooming house in Fargo in which 
Gummer and Andy Brown, his room-« 
mate, resided, was called this morn
ing by the defense for further cross-
examination. 

She testified yesterday that she 
did not call Brown the morning of 
the murder while Brown had testif-
id that she did call him. 

This morning Mrs. Thompson de« 
nied she haci told Ray Davis and a 
Mrs. Bush that she( had called 
Brown. 

Deny Detectives Story 
Wm. Welch and A. McDonald, 

members of the Fargo police force, 
were called by the state to refute the 
testimony of John Storlle, a private 
detective, that he, Storlie bent a hat 
pin and picked the lock of a door 
for Welsh and McDonald between 6 
and 7, the evening after the mur
der. Welsh and McDonald both 
stated that they searched the hotel 
between 1 and 2 in the afternoon and 
that the only locked door was opened 
with a key Welsh obtained at the oN 
fice. 
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Monday Morning's Testimony 
Valley City, Feb. 20.—When court 

convened this morning Gummer was 
still on the stand under cross exam
ination. The defendant seemed to 
have lost some of his self-confidence 
during the adjournment and waa 
somewhat paler than usual. During 
the cross examination it was appar
ent that he was endeavoring to ans
wer the questions, not truthfully, 
but in a manner that would best suit 
his conception of the defense. He 
hesitated frequently in answering of 
questions and continually licked his 
lips, appearing nervous. He hedged 
considerably in answering questions 
regarding the admissions he had 
made to the officers and repeatedly 
said that the admissions, as set down 
by the officers, were not complete, 
and were incorrect in most of the de
tails, claiming that he had not made 
definite answers to the Questions that 
the officers had asked him. Whan 
asked whether he had made certain 
statements to the officers Gummer 
invariably paid that he had not—to 
the best of his recollection, but re-
fuse£ to state positively that he had 
not made the statements. 

When States Attorney Green ask
ed Gummer if he had told Andy 
Brown, when Brown had been in thev 
hotel on the night of tbe murder, thatv 

there was a swell looking girl check
ed into room 30, Gummer stated that 
be had not told Brown that. Green 
then read from the transcript ot ad
missions made to the officers in 
which Gummer said that he had told 
Brown there was a swell looking girl 
in room 30 in answer to Brown's 
query as tp whether there were any 
"wild women" in the hotel. Gummee 
said that he had never made any 
such statements. 

By Green— Do you want to say 
that this statement as I have read it 
to you here is yot correct? 

A—Not in the order in which you 
have given it there* 

Gummer insisted that the officers' 
ha ddone a lot of questioning about 
"wild women" before he Itad made 
the statment regarding hia conver
sation with Brown and also inslsted 
that there were a lot of Queatlonf 
asked about the conversation that at« 
not down in thQftrf&sotlpi. 

Green asked Gummer why. In tfca 
direct examination, when quasttonat 
ajhont this converMtlpii.-lM.iwA ' 
rthSre'*a Ioo^ glrltnrowi 

•• and then. 
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