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WILL APPROVE THE DECISION^ 

The state supreme court has once 
more called the voters' attention to 
the exact construction and intent o£ 
ou;- election law by declaring that 
the constitution and the statute make 
the secrct ballot mandatory in North 
Dakota. 

In the case above referred to, an 
election was contested, the legality 
of votes being challenged in which 
one judge o£ election had entered the 
voting booth without a request that 
this bo done and without a declara
tion that the voter could not read or 
write, was blind or had other physi
cal disability, that prevented mark
ing of the ballot. 

The court distinctly holds that the 
voter must request aid, before the 
judge shall interfere, the court stat
ing on this point: 

"Section 98S of the Compiled-
Laws of 1013, which provides 
for rendering assistance to vot
ers who declare to the judges of 
election that they cannot read 
or that owing to blindness or 
other physical disability they are 
unable to make out their bal
lots,, is mandatory, and where 
one judge of election is shown 
to have accompanied a number 
of voters to the election booth 
where no such., disability ap
peared or was declared, such 
votes, upon contest, cannot be 
regarded as legal." 
So intense has been the partisan

ship feeling in this state during the 
last six years, and so great has been 
the pressure upon the voters, and 
from such powerful and subtile sour
ces, that the protection of the secret 
ballot again thankfully has been ac
knowledged, even enhanced, as tho 
greatest bulwark and safeguard to 
a free government by the people. 

No single right or privilege, will 
bo more jealously guarded than the 
secrecy of the ballot, and the people 
will approve all decisions .supporting 
this right. 

ARGUMENT AGAINST FORD'S 
PROPOSAL 

Henry Ford's offer for the Gov
ernment's power and nitrate plants 
at Muscle Shoals does not look like 
a good business proposition for the 
Government. It carries no assur
ance of .benefit to the American 
farmer, this feature of it being the 
reason Congress and the Administra
tion have shown so much interest in 
the Ford scheme. • i 

There is nothing iii the proposal 
as it is laid before Congress to show 
that Ford binds himself to produce 
fertilizer nitrates cheaply) for the 
farmer, or even to produce any fer
tilizer nitrates at all. The Govern
ment is asked to pour fifty millions 
more into the war plant, getting back 
a very low interest rate on the new 
money it puts in. But when the on
ly thing that ciuld possibly justify 
further expenditure would be the as
surance of ample fertilizer material 
for our agriculture at a lower cost 
no guaranty whatever is given of any 
such thing. 

As a matter of fact., the common 
sense thing for the United States 
Government to do with the Muscle 
Shoals project is not to spend an
other nickel on it. As a war emer
gency expedient, begun to get explo
sives which had to l>o obtained at 
whatever cost, it was a necessary 
measure. If the war had continued 
the Government might have had to 
spend hundreds of millions of dol
lars more on Muscle Shoals and the 
money under such circumstances 
would have been rightly spent. But, 
the war over and no further Govern
ment use for the plant existing, the 
Government's course as a sound busi
ness organization is to get out, get 
out quickly and at the minimum of 
cost. 

Instead of sinking fifty millions 
more of the taxpayers' money on the 
Muscle Shoals venture the Govern
ment would better sell it outright, 
lock, stock and barrel, to Henry 
Fori}, or to anybody else that wants 
it. and makes the highest offer for 
it. Let the buyer take it and invest 
liis own money in it in trying to 
make the thing a business success. 
For the matter of that, the Govern
ment would do better to give the 
Muscle Shoals white elephant away, 
if it could not sell it for cold cash, 
than to pour" any more of the tax
payers' money into it.—New York 
Herald. 

LET AMERICA SHOW THE WAY 

It is for America to lead the way 
in rigid economy in military expen
ditures with no less boldness than 
that which gained us world-wide 

'prestige on November 12th. Our 
budget estimates call for $790,000,-
000 for the Army and Navy for 1923. 
In 11)15 they cost us $315,000,000, 
This was more than we had ever 
Bpent on them before. The nearer 
Congress brings the appropriation to 
this figure, the better ease it will 
make with the voters 'back home." 

The farmers want the" army and 
navy appropriations slashed; Why? 
Because when this bill: has been paid 
no^moiiey remains for purposes thql 
are: Vital tor their 

The workers want the army arid 
navy appropriations slashed; Why? 
For the same reason.' A great na
tion like ours ought to'be- able in 
times of national: unemployment to 
bilild nccessary roads, canals and 
public buildings; and. our amy and 
navy so cramp ju that we can do 

nofie of thej& things. -• 
Busliiefts tnen want the army and 

navy appropriation/slashed. •: :tyhy? 
Because1 taxierare; sucking the life* 
blood of our national prosperity. : 

i .Th$ organized -women' want the 
army andihavy appropriations: slash
ed, Why? For qli of the reasons 
named above. When they ask .Con
gress foe a few hundred- thousand 
dollars for the preservation of our 
children and mothers,: Congress res
pites that it has no money It is- true. 
The army and nary have taken It. 

The war is over. We want peace 
and the fruits of peace. Vague, a-
larms about conceivable wars with 
imaginary enemies in : some distant 
period leave us cold. Hysteria and 
emotionalism have bad their day. It 
is time to give cool business judg
ment and common sense a hearing. 
Qur representatives in congress will 
make no mistake in the eyes of their 
constituents (f they cut the army 
and navy appropriations to $400,-
000,000 and thus become able to 
point to an economy that will be 
visible without a microscope while at 
the same time finding a few millions 
for things the people want. 

MAKING REAL PROGRESS 

With the resignation of Mr. Tot-
ten as member of the state board of 
administration, effective April 30, 
majority of the board and therefore 
the state institutions, will pasB into 
the hands of the Independents, giv
ing control of the state colleges, 
schools and asylums, to the new adr 
ministration. It adds to the respon
sibilities of Governor Nestos and his 
officials, but also gives opportunity to 
put into effect the ideas of reform, 
economy and efficiency already seen 
in the capitoL v 

The new administration can point 
with considerable pride to the results 
obtained in so short a time, in the 
Bank of North Dakota, the reorgan
ization of the Farm loan Depart
ment, and the. other moves toward 
meeting the demands of the people 
for efficiency and economy. 

The announcement today of the 
successful completion of the sale of 
the hail warrants, comes at a most 
opportune time in North Dakota. 
The hailed-out farmers should get 
their insurance money in time for 
seeding operations, and this welcome 
uewB, after so many disappointments, 
can be taken as a harbinger of the 
better times to come with the fast 
approaching spring. 

It is safe to predict that the new 
administration can go before the 
voters at the June primaries stand
ing upon such a record of work well 
done, and pledges fulfilled, that no 
more mere promises of another "new 
day" can overcome. The new ad
ministration has even exceeded ex
pectations of Independents, in the 
substantial progress made since last 
November, only three months ago. 

.—.> ' • 
LOWER DEATH RATES IN EVERY 

PERIOD OF LIFE 

lod of toll frWpertty that -a Te--
aetlon Will follow Booner or lat
er; and^'tne^how bf the incom
ing tide can fye controlled so 
that the cre6t may not be reach
ed too' rapidly br rise too high, 
the subsequent reduction will be 
less severe and thja next period 
of lndqstrial and commercial ac
tivity^nd general prosperity will 
be marked by saner methods, 
greater achievement along con-

The Department . of Commerce, 
through the Bureau of the Census, 
has issued a statement showing 
deaths and death rates by age groups 
from different causes in 1910 and in 
1920. In every age group the death 
rate was lower in 1920 than in 1010, 
the most pronounced change appear
ing in the rate for infants under 1 
year of age which declined from 13,-
084 per 100,000 in 1910 to 9,660 per 
100,000 in 1920, a decline of about 
26 per cent. The death rate for old 
people above 75 years of age shows 
i> decrease of about 6 percent, being 

13,490 per 100,000 in 1920 as against 
14,360 per 100,000 in 1910. Iii 
1910 the death rate for infants was 
almost as high, as it was for old peo
ple above 75 years of age, but in 
i920 the infantile death rate was only 
about three-fourths as great as the 
death rate in Old age. Particularly 
noteworthy is the decrease from 2,-
581 to 2,280 per 100,000 population 
in the age group 45 to 74, a decrease 
of 12 per cent, due largely to much 
lower rates from tuberculosis, acute 
nephritis and Bright's disease, or
ganic diseases of the heart, accidents, 
and typhoid fever. 

The general death rale from tuber
culosis has decreased in the decade 
from 160 per 100,000 population to 
114. The rate from acute 
nephritis and Bright's disease 
has decreased from 99 to 89. The 
rate from accidents has decreased 
from 84 to 71, and the rate from 
typhoid fever from 24 to 8. 

On the other hand, increases in the 
rate from influenza, cancer, and 
puerperal causes clearly show some 
of the danger spots. 

strnQtiye lines and by a long 
er deration than any which we 
haye had before. 
At no time in United States with 

whom progress and success are syn
onymous, has there been sound rea
son far pessimism as to the outcome. 
A country with the marvellously 
bountiful resources enjoyed by this 
nation, which can easily produce and 
manufacture more than it can .con
sume of evory necessity, should not 
suffer any long periods of de preS-
sion, and (hose probably unneces
sary. Cqiuitrios like England and Jap
an, that must import food to live 
have a reul problem. The troubles 
of a people who have too much are 
more likely, lo be artificial and imag
inary than real or necessary. 

.. —j. 
TRANSPORTATION WANTS 

ANOTHER SUBSIDY 
In the sarr» announcement from 

Wsrhinglon 'l'.-'1 'lie entire fleet of 
1.470 vessels of the U. S. Shipping 
Board, built during the war, by the 
Emergency' Fte.if. Corporation to off
set suhmsrlne losses, and costing a-
bout three billion dollars, will now 
bo offered at a sale expected to bring 
only two hundred thousand dollars, 
is'included a statement that the pres
ident' will immediately submit his 
ship subsidy plan to congress. 

I 'The sale of the fiaet, the announce
ment adds, is in line with the admin-
islratiqii's declared determination to 
get tlie government but of the ship
ping business, a business that lias 
been but a big secession of diffi
culties, accompanied by prodigal 
waste of money, fneffciency, graft 
and maladministration. The people 
undoubtedly will rejoice to see the 
government get out this losing in
dustry. 

But having sunk fully $3,000,000,-
000, a sum beyond comprehension 
of all but a few, a sum which might 
have the U. S. a paradise, if used 
to constructive purposes, it is doubt
ful if the people as a whole, will 109k 
with favor on any ship subsidy at 
this time. ' The president's plan in
cludes paying lo the United States 
merchant marine, or to a compara
tively few ship owners, about $300,-
000,000 a year as a subsidy, to maker 
up the estimated difference between 
cost of operating freight by Ameri
can ships over that of competing 
foreign chcaper manned and cheaper 
operated freight . boats. In other 
lord's having already bean taxed 
many hundreds of million dollars to. 
be given "to'the'railroads, estimated 
in fact by some as high as two bil-^ 
lion dollars and having suulc three 
billion dollars in the war time fleet 
the people are now to be taxed some 
more million^ or billions of dollars 
to give to ship owners. 

To the producer, who greatly out
numbers the ship or railroad owner, 
and has far more at' stake, it looks .as 
if transportation #ere getting more 
than its share.'the farjner-nrodue-
er who sees his arguments for a fixed 
price for wheat summarily rejected, 
will look coldly at arguments to fur
ther subsidize transportation, rail or 
water. That $300,000,000 a year 
proposed for the shipping trust, 
would be equivalent to 50 cents a bu
shel on 600,000,000 bushels of wheat 
and applied here we venture to say, 
would do the people of tlrs country 
a vast amount more good. Trans
portation is getting more than its 
share of the pie and at the expense of 
the producer. 

UPWARD SWING OF ECONOMIC 
PENDULUM 

The federal reserve hoard, a con
servative body, having a nationwide 
3urvcy with the bankers dispassion
ate viewpoint, indicates in its an-
lual report to congress as clearly as 
It can without apparent prophecy, 
what frequently has been stated in 
recent months that the bottom of the 
business slump has been reached and 
therefore recuperation tho possibly 
3low is at hand. Couched in rather 
"urgid style the reserve board state
ment says:-

Buisness thruout the coun
try, progressing thru well de- v 
fined circles, is nearing »the 
point when the upward swing of 
the economic pendulum shall 
begin again. There are those 
who believe that' the beginning 
of revival is not far distant, 
when it does definitely set in, it 
will be followed in due course 
by a new era of properity. 

Business, in One of its "long 
swings" from prosperity had 
followed its usual, rotation, 
which is described as business 
activity and increased produc? 

„,..tioo;.: excess ' ex^nslan^Hnd £ 
.;^.Bpeci*lat^%^16iw^.heretofore 

by pahlc fijid /forced liquida
tion; a long period of slow li
quidation ; business depression 
and stagnation and then reviv
al. . : ' T •?', , 

In the light of recent expert 
ience,.. ;we^ should remember 
when we. a^ain enter into a ver-

' , .• .V, - •' ,VV ; •/•SV.r.? •.•. 

An adjutant general of the army 
wants all draft evadars punished. 
Here is one thing proposed by the 
army the Legion boya ' will' approve 
of. 

POLITICAL AXNOUA'CEMENT 

FOR STATES ATTORNEY 
I hereby announce my candidacy 

for nomination as States Attorney for 
Stutsman County at the Primary E-
lection, June, 1922. 

j Oscar J. Seller.— 
t .  

I''OK COUNTY TKKANlKEIt 
I hereby announce myself as a can-

CourierNews Continues Figjit 
pi Liederback;Le vangari d 

faifist tj|f Town--
^ jinke 'tittle KeijjL So-

vfet' mm} Balance of fcower 
ir Nonpartisan 

Minot, Feb. 20.—Forty members 
of the Nonpartisan League represent
ing seven northwest counties qf 
North Dakota, yesterday went on rec
ord as opposed to the "balance of 
power" plan of A. C. Townley. 
v. Lynn J. Frazier .recalled governor 
opposed the Townley plan, while J. 
N. Hagan, his former commissioner 
of agriculture and labor upheld it. 
H. A. Paddock, Minneapolis attprney 
appeared as representative of . M^. 
Townley. 

A war within the Nonpartisan 
League that threatens to make the 
old contest between the Independents 
and the League, or the older struggle 
between stalwarts and insurgents in 
North Dakota comparatively tame 
and innocuous affairs is now wag
ing between two factions of the 
Nonpartisans in North Dakota, tlie 
immediate objects, seemingly to be 
control of the coming state conven
tion and incidentally, control of the 
Courier-NeWs, with the balance of 
power' policy the center qf the af-
ray. The following review of the 
situation is taken from the Courier-
News itself that newspap leading tlie 
insurgent Leaguers in.: their fight k-
gainst control by the Townley-Lem-
ke 'little red soviet*. The Couriejv 
News itself that newspapers leading 
power' proposal demanding a Lea
gue ticket standing on the old Lea
gue program. 

Tho Valley City Conference 
I11 Sunday's Courier-News; this 

account of the conference at Valley 
City was,printed: ...» 

Clcse to two score of Barnes 
county Nonpartisan • League mem
bers gathered here today for a con
ference with former Goxernor. Lynn 
J. Frazier, John N. Hagan, former 
commissioner of agriculture and la
bor and H. A. Paddock, a Minneapo
lis attorney, who was said to repre
sent President A. C. Townley of the 
National Nonpartisan League. This 
conference had been called by Mr. 
Hagan who had sent letters to leadr 
ing Leaguers of the county urgiiig 
them to attend. This letter was writ
ten in and date-lined Minneapolis. 

Most of those present at the meet
ing refused to talk about what tran
spired but it was intimated that a 
resolution was adopted by a majority 
vote that nothing of what was doiie 
at the conference should be told to 
newspaper men. 

• Mystery Surrounds Meetings 
Considerable mystery surrounds 

these meetings which: are to be'held 
in most of the counties in the statp, 
according. to reports. It is under
stood that come of those present at 
the meeeting here today wanted to 
know who is paying the expenses of 
Attorney Paddock and of the two 
former state officials who are travel
ing over the state with him. There 
was also a general desire to know 
where the money to pay the League's 
debts will come from if the "balance 
of power" plan is adopted by tlie 
state organization. According to re
liable reports President Townley hsjis 
promised all obligations would be 
paid if he is given complete control 
of League affairs in North Dakota 
aud his balance of power plan is a-
dopted. . ' 

Judging from talk heard outside 
of the conference here today Barnes 
county Leaguers have 110 use for the 
balance of power plan. In private 
conversation here today M r. Frazier 
expressed himself as absolutely op
posed to the proposition. 
• It is understood that conference 
hate also been called at Cooperstown, 
New Rock ford and other places for 
the next few days. Attorney Pad
dock, former secretary of the state 
industrial commission but now lo
cated in Minneapolis, is understood 

didate for the office of County Treas- ™a
n

d
n

e^U "rgent
f ?Jea for

f
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urer subject to the will of the voters W1®* '^Power Plan at the meeting 
at the Primary Election to be held 
iu June. 

George T. Richmond— 

FOR STATES ATTORNEY 
I hereby ^announce my candid

acy for nomination as States Attor
ney for Stutsman County, at the 
Primary Election, June , 1922. 

M. C. Freerks.— 

FOR COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
I hereby announce my candidacy 

for nomination as County Commis
sioner, first district, at the Primary 
Election June 1,922. 

My platform, rigid economy in 
County affairs and reduction of tax 
burdens. 

R. M. Donnelly.— 

DANA WRIGHT for SHERIFF. 

FOR STATES ATTORNEY 
I am a candidate for re-election to 

the office of State's Attorney for 
Stutsmaii County, subject to the will 
of the voters at the Primary Election 
in June, 1922. 

Louis G. Tellner.-i— 

FOR REGISTER OF DEEDS 
1 hereby announce my candidacy 

for nomination as: Register of Deeds 
for Stutsman county at the primary 
Election, June, 1922. 

ic WHliiuii G. Joos.— 

MOI/lTlCAIi ANNOUNCEMENT 
OV'Sftg: to request of many voters, 

Male and Female, I hereby announce 
my candidacy for County Auditor, 
and will japlrteciate your votes at the 
Primary Election, June 28th. ; 
j Service:'! 

here today. 

The Bismarck Conference 
About 45 Burleigh county Nonpar

tisan League members Friday at Bis
marck were told that if they would 
fall in line with the "balance 6f 
power" plan all the League debts 
would be paid including the accom
modation notes made in connection 
with various enterprises engaged In 

by several of the League leaders. 
Some of those present at the con

ference signified I their willingness 
to support the plan, but a great deal 
of determined opposition developed 
during the conference. Others pres
ent wanted more time in which to 
consider the proposition. No defin
ite decision was arrive(Lat. 

.These conferences have been caU-
ed-Hby the former commissioner of 
agriculture and labor,, for ihe pur
pose of lining up the League mem
bers for President Townley's bal
ance of povyer plan, it developed here 
today. H. A. Paddock, a Minneap
olis attorney, who served as secre
tary of the North Dakota industrial 
commission up to the time of the re
call election, was Mr. Tovynley's 
spokesman at this conference. For* 
mer-Governor Lynn J. Fraeier Was 
also* present but he did not appear-
wholeheartedly for the plan. 
A»k Whei'S Money is to, Come From 

.'Befdi-ii/ this: co^^nce wfis .called 

the seniimem ^jntjujj Laakiier? in 
this county wasvalmd|8t u^t&lmipusly: 

against the. .balance of pqwer . plan,. 
i,A» .a. result; of Mr> padd^ck'.s furgenjt 

solicitation «t - today's- meeting , a 
jfew of (hose present expressed th^p* 
sejhrea aswilling to try the prop* 
osition. The fact- ample fund* 

Andrew Blewett.—- ,were,i promised, (or the csupstlsn *n4 

for paying up all the Leagues Ih.-
debtednoa^ appeared to ;appeal to 
these LeagueW^A''^ ' -V: 

TfioBe' ifrhd- opposed the balance of 
powcr pl^n' wanted to know where 
the money was! commg from aijd 
what would tfave to be done to get 
it. . It U involved staying out of the 
ppliticai race at this t(me or -support
ing or laying down in ithe fight- a-
gainst certain - candidates of Other 
parties ip the coming campaign, . a 
few expressed themselves as unalter
ably qpposed to the plan. . The con
sidered the matter as a selling out 
scheme and predicted that no good 
could come qf .*'-i(.. •- ' 1. 

Taken Up At Fargo Confci-ence 
A few days ago word war brought 

to Bismarck, to certain League mem
bers that President To"wnley had 
held a conference-in Fargo at which 
he had made the proposition that if 
his plan was adopted and he allowed 
to take full charge of League af
fairs in North Dakota he would fur
nish the money to pay all the debts 
of the Nonpartisan League, all the 
accommodation notes and postdated 
checks. In outlining his balance of 
power plan he is reported to have 
said tliat under it tlie. League would 
not put'up a ticket in North Dako
ta" for the June primary but would 
support apy of the other candidates 
who would promifee to carry out the 
League program-

This report was brought to this 
city by men who were at .the' forgo 
conference iand who had refusied to 
be a party to any such arrange
ments. The fact that Mr. Hagan is 
in favor of the plan caused a great 
deal of surprise here. There was al
so much speculation why Mr. Frazier 
was npt opposing it, but urged 
the Leaguers to . get together and 
discuss the proposition. Mr. Fraz
ier' emphasized the necessity of 
the League, devising some plan for 
paying up its liabilities. 

League Owing Large Sums • 
At the conference here today it 

was pointed out by champions of 
Mr. Townley's plan, that the League 
is owing thousands : of dollars and 
many more thousands of accommo
dation notes are outstanding for 
which League leaders are rcsponsi-
ble. It was explained that the League 
leaders had been compelled to go 
into debt to pay the expenses of the 
organization because ^the members 
had failed to pay their postdated 
checks. These postdated checks had 
been given as security for loans and 
later Leaguers had to sign notes to 
secure these dehts. 

Leaguers realise that these obli
gations will have to bo paid, but do 
riot care lb sell out their organiza
tion in order to get the funds, it be
came apparent h^fe today. Many who 
at'tehded • the conference evidence a 
disposition to waiit to know where 
this money was coming from, who 
is to furnish it and what the Non
partisan League is' supposed to do in 
order to mi.heir to these riches. 

I'rojjosa! Causes Speculation 
Following the-conference here this 

evening there waB a great deal of 
speculation: concerning the reasons 
for the sudden change of front on 
the part of : these League leaders. 
Some believed that it meant that an 
understanding had been reached with 
I. V. A. bosses and that they have 
promised,to carry out the League 
program if they are allowed to con
tinue in office. Others claimed to 
see in this proposal the fine hand 
of Alex McKenzie to make certain 
the re-election of Senator McCumber 
next fall.. These said that it is a 
well known fact that the Republican 
National headquarters has decreed 
that McCumber must be re-elected. 

The Courier-News came in for a 
great deal of harsh criticism on the 
part of those who were championing, 
the balance of power plan. The 
fact that the Courier-News has dared 
to oppose the leaders who are trying 
to put this scheme across was re
ferred to as evidence that it had 
turned against the "farmers". The 
majority members of the executive 
committee who have declared them
selves as opposed to any proposal to 
sell out the League in North Dakota 
by whoever, attempted, were scored 
by some speakers. No attempt was 
made to conceal the purpose of the 
meeting to be to wrest control oi the 
League from the committe whom the 
members have elected to manage the 
organisation. 

Some See Split Coining 
Those who are opposed to the 

power plan also pointed out that 
some of the I. V. A. papers, espec-
cially the Fargo Forum, haye now 
begun an attack on' the majority mem 
hers of the League state executive 
committee. This was regarded as 
significant for it is well known that 
these papers have always heretofore 
been bitter against Townley while 
professing friendship for a farmers' 
organization controlled and managed 
by the members themselves. 

That this attempt to force the 
"balance of power" scheme on the 
state organization may result in a 
split in the League, was freely pre
dicted here tonight. 

PAY AS YOU GO 

President Harding refused to de
fer, compromise or play politics fur
ther with the soldier's bonus, and 
the method of raising the money. He 
stated his positive; conviction that 
the money should be gotten by a def
inite sales tax, and if this method 
were unwise or impossible, that the 
bonus legislation . should be post
p o n e d .  ' J V v - - - .  
•:-'A large proportion . of the fixed 
charges of every municipality and: 
state as well as the nation are now: 
made 'up of payments on ' money al-' 
ready, spent, on debts contraeted in 
the past.: and it ia probable that if; 
eyery city, county, as Well as state, 
the national government ,for a, time: 
bought only whAt :could be paid for, 
cash^:. asut^^y - Went along, the: geii-: 
c^al^|)BK;.<^rould he: beneficial iall 
atonno^ WoS miich'-.credit has caused 
more trouble than too-little, to po
litical governments. as well, as to In? 
dividuals. . •'! ; 

> T 

What: great > merchants can you 
name offhand? -Don't 'they advei'-

• -^'-v 
J. " * 

\ r 

Mje^bers to Discuss Balwice 
• of Power Policy and Elect 
PeUgates fo County" Gon-
•eiitlons Called March 
Sixtji-^C. N. Discusses the 
Fork in the Road. 

Fargo. Feb. 21.—Tfie future pol
icy of the Nonpartisan League in 
North Dakota will be discussed by. the 
members at meetings that will be 
held in practically every precinct in 
the state tomorrow. • One of the 
principal purposes of these meetings 
is to elect delegates to the county 
conventions that will be held March 
16. 

The members at the precinct meet
ings have the privilege to instruct 
the delegates as to what to do at 
the county conventions. These con
ventions In turn have the same right 
with respect to the delegates elected 
for the state convention. ' 

Much Interest attaches to tomor
row's gatherings in view of the pro
posals made by President A. C. 
Townley Of the National Nonpartisan 
League. President Townley proposes 
that the League adopt a "balance of 
Power" policy instead of nominating 
a tfbket and going into the elections 
with its own candidates. This pro
posal apparently appeals to very few 
members of the "League in North Da
kota, judging from recent develop
ments. ' ^ 

Shortiy after Mr. Townley was re
leased from the Jackson county, 
Minn., jail he held a conference with 
North Dakota Leaguers in Fargo on 
the plan. It was soon apparent that 
Very little enthusiasm could be 
aroused for the scheme here even 
tho he promised that if the plan 
was adopted and he given full con
trol, all the League's debts, includ
ing the accommodation notes, would 
be paid in full. 

Former Governor Frazier has 
come out against the plan. John Ha
gan, former commissioner of agricul
ture and labor favors it. 

The Courier-News has published 
the following regarding the "fork 
in the road": 

As, we understand the facts they 
are, briefly stjated: Mr. Townley 
has come into the state and gather
ed about him some of the old com
pany that used to sail with him. In 
addition there has been gathered to 
him a great part of the element 
with which Mr. Lemke surrounded 
himself, when he yas in the short 
heyday of his power. 

To these, Mr. Townley and his 
.Minneapolis agent. Mil./ 1 Paddock, 
have offered the "balance of power" 
plan, which includes the abandon
ment of the idea of nominating a 
state ticket. It also includes the 
proposal that, if .the plan is ac
cepted, Mr. Townley,' agrees to se
cure the money needed to pay up 
the debts of the Nonpartisan League 
and reimburse those numerous farm
ers who were induced to lend their 
credit to the failing financial fortun
es of the League by signing "accom
modation" notes. 

Such an inducement, at a time 
like this is very powerful. Many 
farmers stand the chance of Iqsing 
al Ithey have, thru lending their 
signatures to notes of that descrip
tion. A chance to retrieve their 
lost finances, even though it mean 
the return of Mr. Townley as im
perial master of the I^eague, must 
and does haye its attractions. 

It is perfectly proper to inquire 
into the source of Mr. Townley's 
mo'ney. It is well known that he 
has been unable, so far, to get 
money—else his organizations would 
not have been left to remain^ in 
debt, as they now are. It is also 
not only proper but the part of 
prudence to look at what is hap
pening. ' 

Mr. Townley was reported to be 
in Washington, D. C., this week, 
altho he gave out to the press 
that lie was leaving Fargo for 
Nebraska, where he would resume 
organization,work. It is known, 
tpo, that iu the campaign of 1916 
when McCumber ran against Burke 
Jthat the League} leaders—particu
larly Mr. Lemke through letters 
which are still extant— urged the 
League voters to support Mr. Mc
Cumber. It is known that, the Mc
Cumber faction managed to secure 
the retention of the name of Major 
.Frank--White of Valley City 011 
the Fallot, thus securing the elec
tion of Dr. E. F. Ladd,,and that 
Major White was afterwards given 
the position of Treasurer of the 
United States. 

The bald facts would therefore 
seem to be that the Townley-Lemke 
faction plans to put on the most 
stupendous sale at wholesale that 
ever hds been attempted in this 
state. They purpose, it would ap
pear, to sell the United States Sen 
atorship, to abandon the naming of 
a state ticket. As a consideration 
for the first, they would receive suf
ficient money to pay all debts and 
accommodation notes and, un
doubtedly (a good sum of money for 
the leaders.: As a consideration for 
the second, they could he assured 
that the threatened prosecutions ot 
those charged. . with mal-feasance 
and mis-feaances in " ,/ufjfice and in 
banking deals, jvould . escape or suf
fer a' punishment that amounted1 to 
a mere reprimand^.- V ; , 

To attain . this, to.; satisfy those" 
who are creditors of the -League, a 

Ulizgurd; t^iitiusea « % 
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blizaard-.swebliiug the •ata£e>t«d«i$£c!ie 
attendance at> :the - schedule^ Non
partisan" League icprecinql rjcaucuses 
fftll 1)e 'materially • • '* reduced a fid it 
piay be necessary xto'«b«ndon them': 
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in a great many instances, it. Is be
lieved. At the League .-headquarters 
here today oiEficfers ;:W<0lfe unabUe^to, 
state what steps would be 'taken to 
call precinct meetings at a later 
date, but it was indicated" that early 
action would be taken to insure the 
selection of precinct representatives 
at the county conventions scheduled 
for next month. ' ' v ' 

Nearly all of the Nonpartisan cau
cuses are held in rural districts with 
the result that today's storm works 
a double hardship on the political 
organization's program for launch
ing the 1922 political campaign. 

In the official leagu6 paper In 
Fargb attacks continued on 
the so-called "balance of 
power'' plan ^advocated by A. C. 
Townley, president of the league. 

Townley In Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebr., Feb. 22.—Nonparty 

iban league members r of Nebraska 
Were here today for the annual con
vention with A. C. Townley, nation-
arpresident, scheduled as the prin
cipal speaker. 

A new executive committee and 
state manager are to be elected apd 
the political policy and the future of. 
the league determine. 

AM1D0N CONGRATULATES 
JUDGE ANDREW MILLER 
Bismarck, N. D., Feb. 17.—(Spec

ial)—Judge Andrew Miller, who as
sumed the position of federal judge 
for North Dakota this week, has're
ceived a congratulatory letter from 
Judge Amidon, his associate, who is 
ill. Judge Amidon said in part: 

"I first learned of your confirm
ation froiii Fargo papers that came 
yesterday. I congratulate you sincere
ly. It was a long bitter fight, yourjr" 
is tile common lot of those nominat
ed for the Federal Bench. I thot I 
had kept my good name as the apple 
of my eye. But I found myself ac
cused of everything from high crim
es to a non-judicial temperament. 
Judge Sanborn, Judge Vandeventer 
and Judge Hook had to go thru the 
same ordeal. Judge Hook was as 
gentle and purS' a soul as the Disci
ple John,, but when he was consider
ed for the supreme court he was kept 
on the cross for months. You know 
;he outrageous fight that was made 
011 Judge Brandeis, a man whose 
character was as clean as starligh^. 
If you only knew the facts such is 
the lot of nearly all." 

EXCESSIVE AMOUNTS 
PAID TO ATTORNEYS 

BY BANK RECEIVERS 
Bismarck, N. D., Feb. 20.—(Spec-

:al)—The state banking board is 
low considering the matter of al-
'eged excessive pay mints for attor
neys l'ees by some of the receivers, of 
closed banks. 

Particularly 1 large payments-
have been made to Leslie Simpson, of 
Dickinson, or his firm, Simpson and 
Mackoff. the board has been inform
ed in reports. 

A. £. Young, receiver of the Se
curity State Bank of New England 
had paid Simpson up to Nov. 22, 
1921, of $4,059.2!). Since that tin^, 
the'board has been informed, $2,{Uro 
more has beiih paid Simpson. He al
so is said to have received $951.00 
for work for the little First State 
Bank of Hayelock. The total pay
ment of the two banks amounted to 
57,010.29. 

Simpson is said to have been paid 
by other Nonpartisan receivers in 
'ranks west of the Missouri river. 
The New England bank is one of the 
-•losed banks the board endeavored to 
bring in in its consolidation plan in or 
der £0 cut'expenses of receiverships, 
but was prevented by court action. 

No complete statement of expens-
3S of receiverships has been made, 
axcept that one member of tho 
banking board sometime ago sajfl 
reports had shown that it cost $200,-
>00 to collect ?100,000 in closed -
banks. 

Hot whiskey and onions are the 
inly remedies an elephant will ac
cept when sick. 
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P O L L U T E D  w a t e r ,  n a i k  
wire, pieces of ^lass/ af 

cause a heavy death list 
among live stock* 

MORTALITY LIVE 
STOCK INSURANCE 

in the Hartford Live Stock 
Insurance Co. will faithfully 
guard your live stock invest
ment and protect you from 
loss of money. $ 

ifh this insurance you can' 
upon indemnity for 
e of. live stock you 

through death from any 
cause. 'Jjc 

Apt now an4 make sure yi 
will &£ ̂ e w^eni kisfoi 

JamcsUuun ' ~ ^ North Dakota 
- . .. 


