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'Forgi ve Them/ Last Words of Young Leader of Free 
State—Assassination Preceded Battle of Propaganda— 
Collins Accompanied by Staff and Armored Car Was on 
Return From Inspection of Several Military Posts When 
Attacked—-Funeral to Be Arranged 

Cork, Aug. 23— "Forgive them." 
These were the last words of Michael 
Collins, Commander in chief of the 
Irish Free State armies as he lay dy
ing from assassins' bullets last night. 
The words were addressed to Major 
General Dalton. 

The assassination occurred on the 
road between Macroom and Bran
don, about twenty miles from this 
city. Mr. Collins was accompanied 
by members of the Free State head-
quUrters staff, which had been visit
ing several military positions in 
Southern Ireland. The ambush was 

TWENTY THOUSAND 
LABORERS CAME TO 

N. D. FOR HARVEST 
Bismarck, N. D., Aug. 19—(Spec 

ial.);—Belief that at least 20,000 la 
borers have come into North Dako
ta for the harvest is expressed by R. 
G. Catron, who has returned from 
Minneapolis where he was in charge 
of the labor office maintained during 
the period of thq special railroad 
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1""; "7 rate. Approximately 11,000 work-
carried out by a nuinbe p pamo Infn atnta nn all rail-
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atives of the Irish irregulars, who 
attacked the Commander in chief of 
the Free State armies and his par
ty outside of Brandon.' An armored 
car accompanying Mr. Collins inflict
ed heavy casualities on the irregu
lars whe nthe ambuscade opened fire, 
but just as the attack was beaten off 
a bullet struck Mr. Collins, in the 
skull and he-expired a few momenta 
later* 

• The body was taken to Cork and 
transferred to Dublin via a steamer. 

National Funeral 
Dublin, Aug. 23—A national fun

eral with full military honors will 
be held for Michael Collins and the 
bodv will lie in state preliminary to 
interment in Glasnevin cemetery, 
wherb Arthur Griffith was buried 
but a few davs ago. 

Several Previous Attacks on Life 
of Collins 

Several attacks have been made 
against the life of Michael Collins 
head of the provisional government 
and commander in chief of the Irish 
national army '. ' 

Mr. Collins, in addition to ketng 
commataCer-in-chief of 

Dail Eireann cabinet. He was one of 
thole who succeeded in obtaining 
a temporary injunction in New York 
on Monday .restraining EJamon De 
Valera or his agents from withdraw
ing funds solicited for the Irish Re
publican cause deposited in the banks' 
of New York City. 

Ardent Sinn Fe^ner 
Collins, always an ardent Sinn 

Feiner ,was among those leaders who 
while holding to the fundamentals 
or tradition for the freedom of Ire
land .still were willing to effect a 

' peace with Great Britain. It became 
necessary in view of the recent op
erations o fthe irregular forces for 
Collins to assume active charge of thr 
national army in the field and for 
some time past he .had abandonee 
the civil part of the government for 
the military. . 

Americans recently arriving in 
London from Dublin declared that the 
assassination of Collins was forecast 
in Ireland. It was planned to secure 
the removal of the sole remaining 
outstanding figure in the provisional 
government,, and it was said to be 
also in part, a „ measure of reprisal 
against the shooting of Harry J. Bo 
land, the close associate of Eamon 
De Valera. by free state soldiers. 

Agitation had been going on for i 
considerable time and the vwalls of 
Trinity college and other public 
buildings bore the' inscription "Har
ry Boland murdered." Posters on 
telegraph poles insisted that Boland 
was shot by Frpe Staters / when he 
was unarmed. 

M e n H a r d t O R e p t a c e  
With the passing of Arthur Qrfl-

fith, who died August 12, and Col
lins, the Irish Free Stagers hive 
lost two men they will find it hard 
to replace. Wh^ri. Mir-, Griffith was 

' buried, Collins dressed in full uni
form, as commander in ,chief of the 
army, was the chief mourner for the 
government. Altho .threats ha<i b?er 

- made against his life and his friends; 
Inveighed against, his participating 
Collins marched in the funeral pro-
cession. ' j 

Collins still was in bis thirties, 
fast May It wasannounced that ¥lss 
K l t t y K l e r n a m ,  w h o  b e l o n g s  t o p n f  

v of the leading families to fcongford 
was engjaged to^maity him. < * 

Littlev jtf fcnoim iof/the .early Jlfft 
ofColllirti: except that ; be isdsaW itO; 
have been boirn of humble parentr 
In County Kerry. He was educated 
in the national -school and ffter 

K working with a . brother in the gro-
. eery business entered^ the postal ser-

:$#SMce. At one tlmfe-he, wa* employ-
i In the London postofffee. 

He sprang Into prominence In Off 
,,,_l>eri 1914, in connection With the 

Sinn Fein movqmenti'yln l?l# be 
commanded a section of the rebel 

of whlcb jPftrick H 
...... j-irtarce, -who Jater *as ejMeiltedi -wa# 
'̂̂ i ̂ maato la'tliM It was char*-. 

frgorfcramentpaftei' tbat """H 
n*med Mtewei comns,". ̂  

ers came into the state on all rail
roads on'the $5 rate. he. said. Esti
mates of the number coming in be
fore the rate was placed in effect and 
those "beating" their way would 
raise the number at least to 20,000 
he says. 

Mr. Catron declared that the ma
jority of those coming on the $5 
rate would not have done so if it 
were not offered. They were not of 
the class that would "beat" their 
way, he said. A large percentage of 
them were from farms in other mid
dle-western states 

Mr. Catron found a few of those 
coming from middle-western states 
still of the belief that they were 
entering the old west. One youth 
wanted to know if there was much 
farm land around Valley City or if 
the land was taken up mostly by 
large ranches and another wanted 
to know if he would be able to see 
many buffalo out on the prairies. 

Most of the workers went to cen
tral and western North Dakota, he 
said, the requests from eastern 
iNorth Dakota being less than from 
those parts of the state. ..... 

MOVE TOtiE-ALlGN 
COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

IN NORTHWEST N. D. 
Minot, Aug. 22—A county division 

election for' Ward, Burke and Ren
ville counties is in prospect, if a 
movement originating in Kenmare 
gains headway and the requirements 
to get the matter upon the ballot are 
satisfied. The election would realign 
boundaries by adding to Ward coun
ty the six southern townships of Ren
ville county and consolidating Burke, 
Renville and the "gooseneck" of 
Ward county into a. single subdivision 
to be known as Lake County, ac
cording to the proposal. 

Renewal of the county division 
movement recalls the election of 
November 2, 1908 at which Imperial 
Ward county was divided into Mon-
traill, Burke, Renville and the pres? 
ent boundaries of Ward. Three sep-. 
arate propositions were submitted 
and complications were so numer
ous and alignments over lapped, each 
other with such frequency that the 
present unique outlines resulted. ; 

Talk of county division results in 
discussion as to the county seat/and 
it appears that Bowbells, Mohall .and 
Kenmare will alt be after the honor. 

NO ACTION-ON STATE 
TICKET AT LEAGUE 

MEETING SATURDAY 
No action was taken by the Non

partisan League committee of 15 and 
the League members of I the republi
can state central committee at the 
.meeting held in the basement Qf the 
Consumers' store here '.Saturday 
night. About twentyrfive or thirty 
Leaguers were present at this meet
ing* including the leaders of Stuts
man. county. . Former lieutenant-
goyernor Wood, Mr. Craig and C. W 
Church were aijiong the most prom
inent.; Nonpartisans who attended 
the' conference. 

"We jjld not even discuss possible 
candidates.": one of the local Lea
guers isaid in response to a question 
about a state ticket, "and no decision 
was_reached in regard to a state tick
et. Toe meeting was moreof a social 
gftjtbqrli^^ action of any 
kind being:'tal(en« We are to meet 
again subject to the Mil of the chair
man. C. W. Church." -
\ ' "*• . • •• ' '• 

ELEVATORS FILLED 
AT NECHE; NO CARS 

- * v> \ K '1 i i "'r' , 
Fargo, Attg. 23—W. O'. Macfadden 

secretary of the North Dakot# Bank
ers Association, was advised by tel-
^ph^one from Neche jrest^rda'y thai 
ilte grain elevators In fbat section, 
were all filled an# that A. pt^ortage 
o* Ars made it impcSiiblelto move 
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N. D. AUDITORS ARE 
MUCH IN EARNEST 
OVER TAX MATTER 

.4. / 

Many Are Opposed to Tax 
Exemptions, Tax Commis
sioner Wallace Says, and 
Practically All Agree Pres
ent Laws on Exemptions 
Should Be Changed. 

Bismarck, N. D., Aug. 21.—North 
Dakota's auditors are much in ear
nest over tax matters, declares Tax 
Commissioner C. C. Converse in 
talking over the recent meeting of 
the men of the state who have the 
most troubles in administering the 
state's tax laws, but they also be
lieve, according (to Mr. Converse, 
that the work of collecting some 
of the moneys costs more in labor 
than the levy amounts to in dollars 
in the state's treasury. 

"It was very certain from the at
titude of the county auditors that 
they are very much in earnest in 
their effort satisfactorily to admin
ister the tax laws of the state," said 
Mr. Converse. "With the wealthy 
Increased budgets of recent years 
taxation has become a subject of 
first importance and the importance 
of the duties of the county auditors 
has been correspondingly enhanced. 
The county auditors are keenly 
aiive to the additional responsibil
ity this brings to them and the in
creased importance of having the 
right kind of tax laws and the hest 
method of administering ttiem. 

There is evidently no small 
amount of difference of opinion 
within the ranks of the county au 
ditors upon what might be termed 
maior legislative politics as to tax
ation. These differences exist chief
ly as to the subjects of the classifi
cation and exemptions. Many au
ditors fepl that there should be no 
classifications as we#now have, but 
that, all property should be assessed 
at 100 per cent of its value without 
any exemptions, while other county 
auditors believe that there should 
also be certain exemptions. The 
sentiment annears to be practically 
unanimous that the exemption laws 
phould he changed. I think prac
tically all of them agree, that, if the 
legislature determines unon a policy 
ot continuing the exemptions of farm 
machinery, household proods, and 
wearing apparel in part, it would be 
preferable ; to exempt these classes 
of property entirely. 

"In 1921. farm machinery (ex
clusive of tractors, threshing ma
chines and threshing engines, which 
are classified separately) constituted 
only 21-100the of one per cent of 
the total assessed valuation. House
hold goods constituted 23-100ths of 
one per cent and clothing 2-100ths of 
one per cent. There are other items 
of personal property as insignificant 
as these, but none of them entail a 
fraction of : the amount of work 
which these threei classes do. Prac 
tically every tax payer in the state 
has to list two or three items, and in 
the country districts, all three of 
them. The result is that every as
sessor in the state has to assess these 
classes of property for each tax pay-
er. He renorts the assessments to the 
boards of review where they receive 
the board's attention. They are then 
certified to the county board for 
fprther attention and finally to the 
state: board, and. after all this has 
teen done ahd the exemptions de
ducted, and the valuation reduced 
50 per cent, there is nothing left to 
produce revenue. The amount of 
time consumed in ihandling theise 
three items is, perhaps, larger than 
for anv three items in the entire 
schedule: And time is monev, so it is 
doubtful if the revenue derived from 
the«e items is endueh to nay for the 
additional work which they entail. 

"There is. also, a great deal of. 
sentiment anionjr county.auditors in 
favor of abolishing the *500 deduc
tion upon residences. -Many of them 
would b»v« no oh<ection to a statute 
n«-ovidinsr that all houses which are 
rtwt worth more than $500 should be 
en+irelv exenvot.e«l but thev are. >1, 
hflUpve. nrao^icnliv. unanimous in 
hp'rflror >h«t +ba Ffl ner cent, classif-. 

is Riifftaiert consideration to 
qvt.fnri J *r> • tho owners of dwell'ng 
hfVitftag •Vat are .not absolutely ev-
flmnt. Th® Present law re«llv din. 
«rin>lrat«s against the man who is so 
imnr that h.n.oannot own anv ho««e-
at. all. The tiire* are higher upon the 
nponnrtv he rents and. of course; he 

, t<ii naV tbese Increased tones'In 
M s  r e n t  b i l l . . .  •  

THREE YEAR 01X) BOY 
KILLED AS RESULT OF 

CHILDREN'S QUARREL 
Mellstone, Mont., Aug. 17—Adel-

eia Lampe, 8, ife held h6re for shoot
ing and killing Harry <&ylord, aged 
3. The children, who lived in ad
joining houses quarrelled it is said, 
and the girl shot < the ;baby with a 
small calibre rifle. 

N. 

PORTAL IN DARKNESS 
AS RESULT OF FIRE 

Portal, N.9., Aug. 17.—Kerosene 
lights, candles and other- lighting 
contrivances not of modern type are 
being f^sed by presidents of this city 
and North Portal following the to
tal destruction by fire yesterday af
ternoon of the International Light 
and Poorer Company's- plant. The 
plant furnlahed power for both cities 

The ifire is thot to have originated 
ftdm * spark blown from the 'fire 

—ime'oil., The loss is esi-
mated at 

^^ ̂<7 either from 

UPON LIGNITE FOR 
FUEL THIS WINTER 

; 
—— X 

Figures Gathered by Govern 
nor Nestos Shovf Impossi
bility of Securing Usual 
Seven Hundred Thousand 
Tons of Soft Coal From 
East. 

Bismarck, Aug. 17.—The recent 
organization of the North Dakota 
Lignite Coal Operators association 
brings to the public's attention the 
fact that North Dakota will depend 
upon lignite to keep the homes warm 
this winter. 

The fact is that outside coal will 
come into North Dakota in such 
small quantities as to be practically 
negligible. The reason is that there 
will be so little produced before cold 
weather sets in about November 1st 
that nobody will have enough. On 
July 1st last the total tonnage of 
coal on the Duluth and Superior 
docks was 4 percent of the normal 
quantity for that period. In other 
words, out of every 100 tons that 
should have been ready for North
west distribution, but 4 were on 
hand, and they were already con
tracted for. 

The best figures obtainable show 
that the average amopnt of bitumin
ous coal brought into North Dakota 
annually is 700,000 tons. The to
tal amount of lignite coal mined in 
North Dakota annualjy is about.800,-
000 tons. This is for the most part 
consumed within the' state. Conse
quently the total tonnage of all coal 
consumed by the state is about 1,-
500,000 tons. This ? year of that. 
700,00 Otons are wiped out by the 
shortage. A simple sum in -arith
metic will prove that tlfe 'fethainder 
fs 800,000 tons, and ' upon it the 
people and industries of North Da
kota will have to . stake their coal 
supply this winter.- These figures 
are in the hands of Governor Nes
tos and his state fuel administra
tion. They are using every effort to 
obtain from the United States Fuel 
Administration guarantees of some 
outside coal. Undoubtedly the gov
ernment will do • it utmost to help 
out North Dakota. but with the 
car shortage and the general fuel de 
mand Confronting them, it is feared 
in some quarters that North Dako
ta will be told to turn to her own re
sources and use her own lignite. To 
increase production of lignite will be 
the governor's first step and he is al
ready going about it. 

SENATE PASSES 
TARIFF BILL; 
TO CONFERENCE 

McCumber Tariff Act De
signed to Raise Nearly Half 
Billion Revenue to Govern
ment Passed by Senate 
Saturday Night — Goes to 
Conference With House 
Representatives Next. 

Washington, Aug. 21.—So num
erous were the changes made in the 
administration tariff bill during its 
stormy course that the government 
printing, office, was unable to get out 
and print the measure over Sunday, 
and as a consequence sending the 
measure to the conference was de
layed. Chairman Fordney of the 
house ways and means committee 
•aid today he expected the bill would 
be ready for the conference confer
ees late Tuesday or Wednesday. 

CROP REPORTS SHOW 
BIG YIELDS IN N. D. 

Fargo, Aug. 23 Threshing returns 
from over North Dakota show a great 
crop has been harvested generally ov
er the state according to report^ 
from 20 county agents, for the week 
ending Aug. 19, and published to
day by John W. Haw, county agent 
leader. ' 

Wheat yields are from 5 to 35 
bushels per acre with the returns 
running, nearer to the higher figure 
in the north and northwestern parts 
of the state. 

Potato returns are patchy, many 
county agents report, drought and 
disease hurting the crop in some dis
tricts while other districts predict a 
good, yield. Barley and oats yields 
are heavy, many yields of oats be
ing reported at 50 to 60 bushels per 
acre. , Rye is patchy; corn and flax 
were hard hit by the hot weather and 
drought in many sections. 

TRACE P. 0. ROBBER 
TO SOUTH DAKOTA 

fMngree, Aug. 18— Postmistress 
Boyd received ; word, last Thursday 
that one of the money orders. stolen 
from the postoffice in the robbery 01 
Monday night, (August 7) had beer 
cashed, in Roslyn, South Dakota, a-
bout 2 o'clock the following day. The 
amount of the order was $15.00 and 
was payable to F, R. Boyd. Federal 
officers left for there immediately 
to investigate. Monday she received 
notice that another one In the a-
mount of - $10 bad been cashed in 
Chariton, Iowa, ; Saturday. Word 
received bere is to the effect that 
there is but one man in the deal and 
that be is a laboring man. Hf Is 
without a doubt the same party that 
got away with A- L; White's Nash, 
as the dlitance he traveled the first 
day would indicate that his.bad a 
high lowered car. 

RETURN TO STATE 

Bismarck, Nil)., Aug. 93—(Spec-' 
ial)-—Dr. It. R. Ollmore. curator of 
tbe^Stfte Historical Society, bat 
returned,from McGregor, Iowa, where 
be and Prof, Miller-of the University 

Washington, Aug. 19.—After lour 
months of debate the senate late to
day passed the McCumber tariff bill, 
designed to yield an annual revenue 
of $400,000,000. This is $50,010-
000 greater than customs duties 
pver produced. The vot6 on passage 
of the bill was 48 to 25. 

Among the republicans who voted 
for the bill with some reluctance 
were Senators Ervine Lenroot of 
Wisconsin and W. L. Jones of Wash
ington, who served notice that they 
might vote against the conference 
report, unless many reductions in 
duties are made. 

Three democrats, Senators J. E. 
Ransdell and E. S. Broussard of 
Louisiana, and Kendrick of Wyo
ming, voted for the bill. 

Senators P. J. McCumber of North 
Dakota, Reed Smoot,. Utah, and G. P. 
McLean, Connecticut, republicans, 
and F. H. Simmons, North Carolina, 
and A. A. Jones New Mexico; demo
crats were appointed as conferees for 
the senate in adjusting the differ
ences between the senate bill and the 
Fordney bill as passed by the house. 

In selecting the conferees the two 
ranking republicans on the finance 
committee, Senators McCumber and 
Smoot, were selected, and Senator 
'McLean, who Is fifth in rank, chosen 
instead of Senator La Follette, who 
ranks third. Senator W. P. Dilling
ham, Vermont., fourth in rank, did 
not desire to serve. 

The bill will be sent to conference 
by the house probably on Monday. 
A special rule will be used to expe
dite action, if objection to unani
mous consent is made. The course 
of procedure was decided upon at a 
conference of republican members 
of the house ways and means com
mittee today. 

Debate on the bill was begun in 
the senate on April 20 and has con
tinued with few interruptions thru-
out the four months which have 
elapsed since that time. Hearing? 
were commenced by the house ways 
and means committee on January 6, 
1921, and,the bill was passed by the 
house in July, 1921. It was report
ed. to the senate from the finance 
committee on April 11. 

Statements were issued following 
the passage of the bill by Senator 
McCumber on behalf of the repub
licans and by Senators Simmons arid 
Walsh (Massachusetts) on boh&lf of 
the minority members of the linante 
committee. 

McCumber Praises Bill 
Senator McCumber declared the 

bill would bring prosperity, while the 
democratic spokesman described the 
measure as "one of the most abom
inable legislative acts of an Ameri
can congress." 

Senator McCumber said the main 
objective in the framing of this bill 
has been the stabilization of Ameri
can labor. 

"Ready employment must be af
forded our citizens at wages suffici
ent to maintain an American stand
ard of living," said Senator McCum
ber. 

A statement issued jointly by Sen
ators Simmons and Walsh declared 
the duties levied on fresh meats, 
cereals, potatoes and beans, if re
flected in increased prices, will 
amount to an increase of $1,250,-
000,000 in the cost of living. They 
estimate that the duties 6n wool and 
woolen goods, including pyramided 
profits, will cost the consumer 
$195,447,063, while the dut'es on 
cotton goods will cost $108,074,470, 
and the increased duty on sugar will 
cost the consumer $157,600,000. 

High Points of Tariff Measure 
The following are the high points 

in the Fordney-McCumber tariff bill 
which passed the senate: 

.: Passed by the house July 21,1921. 
Reported to the senate finance 

committee July 22, 1921; 
Reported' to the senate April 11, 

1422. 
More than 2,000 amendtnehts were 

made by the senate to the house bill. 
The senate gave the president 

power to change rates and establish 
free trade zones where raw materials 
can be aanofaotured; and* exported 
wltboutipayment of duties.-

The bouse blll was,based on Amer
ican valuation estimate and the 
senate bf 11' on foreign valuation. < 

Republicans declared the bill will; 
enable American workmen to main
tain * high standard of living, and 
will proteet indjuitrjr from inroads of 

foreign competition. 
Democrats charged the bill will in

crease the nation's cost of living bill 
by $1,000,000,000 because of the 
duties on foodstuffe |ind clothing 
alone. 

Proponents of the measure esti
mated that an additional revenue of 
from $300,000,000 to $600,000,000 
will accrue to the government. 

GRAIN GROWERS 
SEEK MEMBERSHIP 

IN MINNJMBER 
First Co-operative Organiza

tion to Seek Admission to 
Chamber o f Commerce 
Since Passage of 'Open 
Public Market' Bill. 

Minneapolis, Aug. 17.—The North
west Grain Growers Associated to
day drew up papers for an applica
tion for membership in the Minne
apolis Chamber of Commerce, ac
cording to John G. McHugh, secre
tary of the chamber. The application 
will be filed within two or three 
days and immediate action by the 
directors of the chambers of com
merce is expected. 

The Northwest Wheat Growers As
sociated will be the first cooperative 
organization distributing its divid
ends on a patronage dividend basis 
to seek admittance to the chamber of 
commerce, following passage of a 
bill by the last session of the legisla
ture making the Minneapolis Cham
ber of Commerce and the Duluth 
Board of Trade open public markets. 

George C. Jewett, general manager 
of the organization, is still in Wash 
ington, where he recently obtained a 
loan of $10,000,000 from the war 
finance corporation for the financ
ing of the marketing of grain of 19,-
000 members of the association. Ar
rangements for the financing of the 
wheat pool are also being made with 
bankers of Minneapolis, St. Paul, 
Grand Forks and Fargo. 

STATE BAR MEETS 
AT MINOT SEPT. 14-15; 

ARRANGE PROGRAM 
Grand Forks, Aug. 18—R. E. Wen 

zel of this city, secretary of the 
State Bar association, has announced 
the dates for the annual convention 
of the association as .September 14 
and 15. The meting will be held'at 
Minot. 

Arrangement for the convention 
are under the direction of C. J. Fisk 
of Minot, who is looking after the 
program and making reservations for 
the visiting attorneys. Chief Justice 
L. E. Blrdzell of the state supreme-
court and Governor R. A. Nestos will 
be on the program. 

Two Grand Forks men will also 
have prominent places on the pro
gram. Tracy R. Bangs, who is now 
attending the annual convention of 
the National Bar association at San 
Francisco, will speak and probably 
give a report of the meetings there, 
while J. F. T. O'Connor, Democratic 
nominee for the United States sen
ate ,will also speak. Others schedul
ed to speak are John Sullivan of 
Mandan James Johnson of Minot, and 
John Burke, former United States 
treasurer, who is now practicing law 
in Fargo. 

GENERAL MANAGERS 
COME HIGH INDUST'L 

COMMISSION FINDS 
Bismarck, N.D., Aug. 21—(Spec

ial)— General managers for flour 
mills and elevators of large capacity 
come high, members of the state In
dustrial Commission have found. 
Several names have been considered 
for the position of general manager 
of the G|*and Forks project, it is 
learned, but ones viewed favorably 
by the board have demanded salar
ies in excess of what the Industrial 
Commission wishes to pay. Many 
competent mill men, the Industrial 
Commission finds, demand $12,000 
to $15,000 a year. 

The Industrial Commission has 
employed O. L. Spencer, recently of 
Winona, Minnesota, as headmiller or 
superintendent of the mill unit of the 
mill. Having already selected, the 
manager of the elevator nnit the 
commission now seeks a general 
manager. 

SCHOOL LAND BOARD 
RECOMMENDS ACTION 

TO PROTECT BONDS 
Bismarck, N.D.. Aug. 19—(Spec

ial )-r—The state board of university 
and school lands Is preparing to rec
ommend to. the legislature that leg
islation be enacted to protect bond 
Issues of school districtn and other 
political sub-divisions. The board 
bias received a number of requests 
from political ^sub-divisions .for ' ex
tensions of Utile In whlch to pay ln-
terest or principal on bond issues. 
In many cases, it is said, school dis
tricts were forcedto u«? sinking 
funds to meet current expenses .be
cause of tax; limitation laws.and in 
some cagfs the; proper officials have 
failed to proyide adequate sinking 
liu,di* , ~ T; x 

N«w Orleans wIU ljlurti&l th* an-

PROPOSED ACHON 
BY STATE BOARD 

MAYBE ILLEGAL 
Equalization Board May Be 

Prevented From Making 
Any Reduction in Assess
ments by Law Introduced 
by Nonpartisan in 1919. 

Bismarck, N.D., Aug. 21—(Spec
ial)—The state board of equalization 
entered today upon consideration of 
assessments of lands and other prop
erty in the state as reported by the 
county boards, for the purpose of 
making- final valuations for taxa
tion purposes. | 

Most of the members of the board 
are known to have favored a reduc
tion in the assessed valuation of 
property in the state of from 10 to 
20 percent, believing that assessed 
value have been so high as to per
mit a comparatively low tax rate to 
yield too great returns in many in
stances. In considering a reduction 
of the assessed valuation, however, 
members of the board discovered that 
they were confronted with a provis
ion made by the 1919 legislature 
which apparently makes it impossible 
to reduce the valuations as a whole, 

A section of the law enacted in the 
special session of 1919, introduced 
by Rep. Olson, Nonpartisan, New 
Rockford, said: "The (state board of 
equalization) shall not reduce the 
aggregate valuation of all the prop
erty i nthe state as returned by the 
several county auditors more than 
one percentum of the whole valua
tion in the law thereof." Investi
gation is being conducted to deter
mine whether later enactments could 
be construed in such way as to per
mit the state board to make the de
creases proposed. 

There have been many complaints 
in the state of the result of the 
change in the valuation of property 
which was made beginning with 
1919, whereby property, with ex
ceptions, was to be assessed at true 
cash value. The growth of the as
sessed valuation is shown by the fol
lowing totals: 1918, $403,422,258; 
1919, $1,523,746,929; 1920, $1,544,-
798,616, 1921, $1,378,000,000. The 
sudden increase In the assessed val
uation Increased greatly the limit of 
taxation thruout the state. 

Valuation as reported by county 
boards to the state board generally 
are said to be about the same as last 
year, with some marked reductions 
made and few increases. 

The state board .will be engaged in 
equalization work for several days. 
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MILITARY CEREMONY 
ATTENDS DECORATION 
OF COLONEL MUDGETT 

Valley City, N. D. August 18— 
Thursday evening in front of. the 

Masonic Temple and before a large 
crowd of citizens who had come out 
to see their fellow citizens honored 
by the government for services ren
dered in the World War, Major W. 
F. Harrell, of the United States ar
my, pinned the Distinguished Ser
vice Medal on the breast of Col C. 
F. Mudgett. 

"G" Company attended the cere
mony in full uniform. A platoon of 
the company was paraded before the 
Temple by Capt. R. J. McDonald and 
Col. Mudgett took his place at the 
end of the line. Major Harrell walk
ed to the center of the Btreet, facing 
Col. Mudgett .and read the citation 
awarding the D.S.M., which is as 
follows: 

Charles F. Mudgett, lieutenant 
colonel, adjutant general's depart
ment, United States army. For ex
ceptionally meritorious and distin
guished services. As officer in char
ge of the enlisted division, adjutant 
general's office, general headquar
ters. American Expeditionary forces 
he demonstrated the highest order of 
efficiency, and by his tact and sound 
judgment he handled In a. masterful 
manner the many difflcut problems 
that arose. During the demobilisa
tion he carried to successful comple
tion the various projects relative to 
the discharge and return of the en
listed personel. By his splendid at
tainments and professional zeal he 
contributed materially to the success 
of the work of the adjutant general's 
office; general headquarters, Ameri
can Expeditionary Forces." 

Following the reading of the cita
tion Major Harrell Bhook hands with 
Col. Mudgett and congratulated him 
on the honor which had been confer
red on him amid the applause of tbe 
crowd. A rush of friends occupied 
Col Mudgett's attention for some 
time showering congratulations op 
him. 

Major D. S. Ritchie and Capt R. J. 
McDonald had charge of the arrange
ments for the ceremony and the 
smoothness wjth which the ceremony 
was carried but commended their ef« 
forts.: Lieut. Oilman. Mudgett, who 
has Just been graduated from Weet 
Point, was present In uniform and 
was among tbe first to congratulated •-  ̂
his, father* ' "• _ < " ' ̂  u 

CIGARETTE CAUSES LABOB FffiS 

A carelessly thrown cigarette la, 
sald.to have earned : -a;fire 
destroyed a large b*rn on tfc* 

witb the briar' 
t o n s o t b  


