
IRRIGATION.
The International Congress As-

sembles Today.

A Sketch of Its Origin, Objects
and Work.

What the Convention Designs to
Accomplish.

A List of Themes to Re Discussed
Upon the Floor.

Tho Ch.otlo Condition of California
Codas on Water ? A Complete His-

tory of Water Irrigation
In Arizona.

The international irrigation congress,
which meets in Loa Angelea today, ie
the moat important convention which
haa ever assembled in thia city.

In honor of tbe occaeian, and aa a

memorial of the greatevent, the Herald
appears enlarged.

Afull resume is given of all the events
leading up to the creation of the con-
vention and of the subjects which will
be discussed.

The following documents are self-
explanatory :
International Irrigation Congress, )'

Los Angeles, Cal., Oct. 10, 1893,
Salt Lake City, Utah, Aug. 9, 1893 )
National executive committee, ap-

pointed by irrigation congress held in
Halt Lake City, Utah, September 16,
1891?A. L. Thomas, chairman, Salt
Lako City, Utah; William E. Smythe,
secretary, Salt Lake City; J. E. Bailey,
South Dakata; L. J. Carpenter, Fort
Collins, Colo.; W. A. Clark, Butte,
Mont.; J. W. Gregory, Garden City,
Kan.; -A. W. Hagar, Mountain Home,
Colo.; J. B. Huntington, Bnrna. Ore.;
Morgan Jonee, Waco, Tex.; Elwood
Mead, Cheyenne, Wyo.; Francis G. New-
lande, Reno, Nev.; Will Hall Poore,
Raton, N. M.; Jamea Stephenson, Oma-
ha, Neb.; Isaac Trumbo, San Franciaco,
Cal.

Committees at Loa Angelea?General
committee, I). Freeman, chairman ; C.
D. Willard, aecretary; E. F. C. Klokke.
treasnrer. Finance, Charles Forman,
chairman. Arrangements, W. C. Pat-
terson, chairman. Publication, Fred L.
Alias, chairman.

Sir?At a meeting of the national ex-
eovnte committee appointed by the ir-
rigation congress, held in the city of
Salt Lake, territory of Utah, on Septem-
ber 16-18, 1891, it was resolved that an
international irrigation congress be held
in the city of Los Angelea, atate of Cali-
fornia, during the week commencing
October 10, 1893, to conaider tbe follow-
ing subjects:

Irrigation?Applied to agriculture; ap-
plied to horticulture; its far-reaching
ethical and social possibilities and ef-
fects.

1 rrigation legislation?State, national,
International. ,

Irrigation engineeriug.
Irrigation securities.
Irrigation machinery and appliances.
The membership of the congress to

consist of the following:
Firat?The governor of each state and

territory to appoint two delegates from
each congressional district and four del-
egated at large from their respective
states and territories.

Second?Each couuty court to appoint
two delegates.

Third?Each university or college
where irrigation engineering is taught
to appoint two delegates.

Fourth?Each chamber of commerce
to appoint two delegates.

Filth?Each agricultural or horticul-
toral association to appoint two dele-
gates for each 100 members or fraction
thereof.

Sixth?Each corporation formed for
the purpose, of promoting irrigation to
appoint one delegate.

Sevonth?The mayor of each incor-

fiorated city having 25d0 or more popul-
ation, and the chief officer of each etate

agricultural or other induatrial echool to
be entitled to aeata, with authority to
appoint substitutes.

Eighth?The governor of each atate
and territory, members of the seuate
and house of representatives of the
United States, members of tbe American
Society of Irrigation Engineers, dele-
gates from foreign countries' properly
accredited, and foreign irrigation en-
gineers, and the permanent officers and
tho standing committees of tbe Salt
Lake City Irrigation congress to be en-
titled to seats.

The Hon. Walter Q Gresham, secre-
tary of state, has itqueated the diplo-
matic officers of the United States to ask
tbe governments to which they aro ac-
credited to be represented be duly ap
pointed delegates.

In accordance with the resolution of
the committee, I have tbe honor to re-
quest that you appoint the number of
delegates you are entitled to appoint
nnder tbe call, and to respectfully urge
that caie be taken to appoint delegates
who will attend.

I am, Bir, very respectfully,
Author L Thomas,

Ch airman National Executive Commit-
tee.

ok State,)
WAamyawoN, July 7, WJ3. j

To the Diplomatic Officers of tbe United States:
Gentlemen : At the fourth annual ses-

sion ot the trana-MiaSiseippi congress,
whieb met at Ogden, territory of Utah,
April 24, 189a, at which all the states of
the United Statea and territories weet of
the Mississippi river were represented
fey regularly appointed delegates, tho
following resolution addressed to tho
president of the United States, wsb
unanimously pussed April 20th:

Whereas, The greater part o! the trans-
Misßissippi section represented in this
congress is actively interested in the
irrigation industry and iv a large meas-
ure dependent npon irrigation for the
development ofits agricultural resources;
and

Whereas, An international irrigation
congresß is to meet at Lob Angelee, Cal.,
October 10,1593, at which leading irri-
gatioiiista ol the United States, Europe,
Asia and Australia will be present, and
where a number of important questions
relating to irrigation law, irrigation se-
curities, and irrigation methods will re-
ceive discussion and action; therefore.

Resolved, That thia congrees of the
tranß-Miaeisaippi statea hereby requests

the president of the United Statea to
issue an invitation to foreign govern-
ments of countries where irrigation ia
practiced, aaking them to send dele-
gatea to tbe international congress at
Loa Angelea; and be it furthermore

Resolved, That the trans-Mississippi
states be urged to send representatives
to the congress, and that their respect-
ive governmenta be requested to exert
themselves to make tbe undertaking
the success which the dignity and im-
portance of the subject to be considered
merita.

The subject of irrigation ia one that is
rapidly assumiug vast proportiona in
the United Statea, particularly ao far aa
concerns our large extent of arid landa,
and the success which baa attended ita
practice therein haa naturally caused ita
epread throughout the rainy regiona of
our territory aa well.

The congresa which it la proposed to
convoke at Loa Angelee will probably
be attended by a tbouaand delegates
coming from all states of thia anion
where irrigation iB practiced and from
foreign countriea more or less directly
interested in the subject. Itpromises,
moreover, to be an important conven-
tion of persons actively interested in tbe
development of the western half of the

United Statea by means of irrigation.
The matters to be discnssed are of im-
mediate practical interest to the nation
and to officers of tho government having
to do with the public lands and with
scientific researches pertaining to the
soils and waters of the arid regiene.
Hence the exchange of ideas of writers
oo irrigation and others having practical
experience with reference to irrigation
problems can not but prove highly
beneficial to thia moat important inter-
est not only to our own country, bnt to
all others where irrigation ia practiced
even to a limitedextent.

The intereat evinced by the chamber
of commerce of Loa Angelee, California,
in behalf of the international irrigation
congreaa and by the chairmen of tbe
committee on irrigation and reclamation
of arid landa of the United States sen-
ate, speaking for tbe people of all tbat
part of the United Statea whicb dependa
upon irrigation to a greater or lesa ex-
tent, leads the department to hope for
favorable responses from abroad, in
order to obtain the fulleat possible ex-
pressions of opinions on the subject.

The department of the interior will
be represented at the proposed meeting
by an officer to be detailed by the secre-
tary of tbat department, for tbe purpose
of giving such information as may be
desired concerning the results obtained
by the surveys which have been carried
on for eevernl years under tbe anapicea
of the general government.

You aro accordingly instructed to in-
formally notify the government to
which you are accredited of this meet-
ing of the International irrigation con-
gress, which is to convene at Los An-
gelea, California, October 10, 1898, and
request its co-operation through duly
accredited delegates. I am, gentlemen,
your obedient servant,

W, Q. Gresham.
proclamation.

ExEcrrivn Department, i
State of California.)

Whereas, A call haa been issued by
ex-Governor A. L. Thomas of Utah,
chairman of the executive committee,
for an international irrigation congress,
to convene at Los Angelos, California,
October 10,1893, and continue in session
for five days.

The national government"haa for-

mally recognized this iwngreas by a cir-
cular letter issued by Hon. VV. Q.
(ireeham, secretary of state, addressed
10 the diplomatic officers of the United
States, directing them to call the atten-
tion of the governments to whicb they
are accredited to this congress, and re-
questing them to send delegates to it.

This congress promisee to be the most
important gathering of persons inter-
ested in irrigation which has ever been
con vened, and a large number of gentle-
men who are prominent in the science
of irrigation have signified their inten-
tion of attending thia meeting. The
department of the interior willbe rep-
resented by au officer who haa been
specially detailed for the purpose, and
he haa been instructed to impart to tbe
congress ail inlormation in possession of
the national government on this.very
impcrtant question.

It is fitting that this congress should
be held in California, for this state con-
tains, within ita borders irrigation enter-
prises which show tiie highest degree of
engineering skill, and which have re-
quired in their perfection tbe expendi-
ture of enormous anms of money. Loa
Angeles, where the congreaa is to be
held, is the nantxr of r region\yhish vras
a comparative desert a quarter of a cen-
tury ago, but is now a fruitful orchard,
made ao by the genius of enterprise and

a free use of water through Irrigation
systems.

No one question is more intimately
connected with tbe future development
ot the country west of the Missouri
river than the reclamation of our arid
landa by irrigation. The diversion of
flowing streams, the atorage of water in
the mountains, its carriage down caflopa
and through tunnels, out upon tbe dry
meaaa and valleys, changing them from
parched plaioa to fruitful orchards and
rich fields of grass and grain, is a eubject
worthy tbe attention of every oitizen,
not only of California, bat of every atate
whicb contains an acre of arid land or an
inch of wasting water.

Now, therefore, I, H. H. Markham,
governor of the atate of California, do
hereby request the people of thia state
to encourage all efforts for the promo-
tion of the forthcoming congress, and to
participate in proceedings of the same.

In witneaa whereof. I have hereunto
set my hand and caused the great seal
of the etate to be affixed at Sacramento,
thia the fonrth day of September, in tbe
year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and ninoty-three.

[seal.] H. H. Markham,
Attest: Governor.

E, G. Waite, Secretary of State.

ARIZONA TO THE FRONT.

Proclamation and circular leaned by
Governor X.. C. Hog-hen.

Executive Department, )
Territory of Arizona.)

Whereas, Tbere will be convened at
Los Angelea, Cal., on the 10th day of
October, 1893, and remain-in session for
five days, an international irrigation
congress, at which leadiag irrigation iats
of the United States, Europe, Asia and
Australia willbe preaent, and at which
a number of important questions relat -ing to irrigation law, irrigation securi-
ties, irrigation methods, etc., willbe dis-
cussed and determined.

The importance of this congress has
received recognition from tbe national
government in a circular letter iasued
by Hon. Walter Q Gresham, secretary
of atate, dated July 7,1893, inviting tbe
attendance of repreaentativea from all
foreign governments interested in the
subject of irrigation. The department
of tbe interior will be represented by
an officer specially detailed to impart to
the congreaa such information as may
be in tbe possession of tbe government,
obtained by surveys which have been
carried on for eeveral years by tbe
United States Geological survey, under
and by direction of the government.

As delegates will be present from al-
the stateß and territories where irrigal
tion is carried on and from foreign
countries, where this mode of agricul-
ture has been experimented with for
years, the discussions will prove of the
highest practical value to every citizen
interested in tbe development of Ari-
zona.

There is no question which presents
itself to the western half of the United
States, especially to onr own section,
which is of greater importance and
fraught with more momentous results
than the solution of the arid land prob-
lem. It means the reclamation of many
millions of acres of land, the employ-
ment ef thousands of people and the
providing of myriads of families with
farms and homes, resulting in the pro-
duction of untold wealth.

Our people can point with pride to
the wonderful results which bave been
achieved by irrigation within our own
borders, in tbe reclamation of over halfa millionacrea of land and the contem-

plated reclamation of a million more in
the immediate future. This ie enongh
to inspire enthusiastic hope in tbe pos-
sibilities of Arizona'e horticultural and
agricultural resources and shonld serve
to excite the deepest interest of onr citi-
zens in this congress.

The congress will no doubt discuss
and, by resolution, adopt and recom-
mend to the congress of the United
States a policy by whiuh these lands
may be most easily reclaimed.

Such a policy, if simple, practical and
involving little or no cost to the federal
government, will in all probability be
crystallized into a national law, and it
may be that the states and territories
comprised in the arid section will be
given tbe reclamation of tbeae lands.

How, therefore, I, L. 0. Hughes, gov-
ernor of the territory of Arizona, do
hereby request and urge the people of
tbe territory to interest themselves in
the coming congress, both by the dis-
cussion of the subject and recommend-
ing to tne proper officials the selection
and appointment of delegates specially
qualified to present the views of our
people on the irrigation interests of Ari-
zona, and by their practical experience
to moS.Sv 'v uiiugiua the ueiiuOraiionß io
a successful conclusion.

In witness whereof I have hereunto
set my hand and caused tbe great seal

of the territory to be affixed at Phojnix,
thia the nth day of September, in tbe
year of our Lord, 1893.

[seal.] L. C. Hughes,
Atteat: Governor.

C. M. Bruce. Secretary of the Ter-
ritory.

Tbe following circular haa been for-
warded to all corporationa and other
bodiea empowered to appoint delegates:
Executive Dept., Territory of Ari-)

zona. Pikenix, Ari/.., Sep. 17th.f
DaAii Bir : From the enclosed procla-

mation yon willobserve that an inter-
national irrigation congress is to be con-
vened at Loa Angeles, California, on Oc-
tober 10, 1893, and to remain in session
for five daya.

By tbe resolution calling such con-
greea together, all states and territories
are entitled to two delegates from each
congreasional district and four delegates
at large, these to be appointed by the
governor. In addition, each probate
court, each university or college where
irrigation engineering is taught, and
each chamber of commerce haa the
power to appoint two delegates. Each
agricultural or horticultural association
haa tbe right to send two delegates for
each 100 membera or fraction thereof,
and each corporation formed for the
purpose of promoting irrigation ia en-
titled to one delegate. The mayor of
each incorporated city having 2500 or
more population, and tbe chief of each
etate agricultural or other industrial
school are entitled to seats, with power
to select eubstitutes.

You are aware of the importance of
thia gathering. It ia the first time
that the national government has offi-
cially recognized such a body, and the
first time that representatives of for-
eign governments interested in the sub-
ject of irrigation have been invited to
have representatives present.

No section of the great arid region is
moro interested in the outcome of the
deliberations than Arizona.
I wonld, therefore, respectfully and

earnestly urge you to appoint the num-
ber of delegates to which you are en-
titled, and to select meu who can attend
and who are beat qualified to deal with
the Important questions which may
arise. Yours truly,

L. C. Huodks,
Governor of Arizona.

The Loa Angelea chamber of com-
merce had tbe management of prepara-
tion of details for the congress. It bae
publiebed broadcast circu are like tbe
following, besides a pamphlet of forty-
eight pages on the subject of irrigation:

TUB IRRIGATION <!I)X«KESS.

Number of Irrigators and Aoros for the
Year 1800.

An interesting and important congress
willmeet at Los Angeles, California, on
October 10, to sit for five days. This is
the international irrigation congress,
the last session of which was held at
Salt Lake city in September, [1891, about
700 delegates being present. Itis ex-
pected that the Los Angeles congress
will be numerously attended, not only
from all parts of the United States, but
from foreign countries as well.

Tbe people of the United States have
only just begun to realize the import-
ance of irrigation to thia country. The
available government land in tbe United
States, outside of tbe arid regions, iB al-
most exhausted. The time is nearly
gone when Uncle Sam could give every
man a farm. What is left is mostly in
tbe so-called "desert" regions?thoße
dry and forbidding stretches of sage-
brush and cactuß covered land, whicb
wero long believed to be absolutely
worthless but which water, directed by
science, has in many cases transtormed
into veritable X.lens. It ia to these re-
gions that those of the rising generation
who desire to followHorace Greely's ad-
vice and "go west" must look for their
independent homes, where they may
literallyBit under the shade of their own
vine and fig tree.

If the man who causes two blades of
grass to spring up where one grew be-
fore is worthy of honor, what Bhall be
said of the man, or men, Who build
flourishing cities, surrounded by smil-
ing orchards and vineyards, in apota
where a few years ago a jack rabbit
would have starved to death ?

The progress that, baa been made in
irrigation development daring the past
few years is well shown by the following
figures of tbe area under irrigation in
the varioua states and territories:
NUMBER OB" IRRIGATORS AND AREA IRRI-

GATED IN 1890.
Number of Acres

States and Territories. lrrlK.'tnrg, Irrfeated.
Arizona 1075 05,8 21
California 13,732 1 034, 33
Colorado 9,059 890 735
Idaho 4,528 217,005
Montana 3,700 350,!>82
Ne-ads 1J67 2.4.403
N»w Mexico 3 085 91.745
Oregon 3,150 177,944
Utah 9,725 263,473
Washington 1,«UB 43,799
Wyoming 1917 2:8,070
Sub-humid region 1,552 OrJ.eOS

Total ~54,130 3.631.381
It is fitting tbat Loa Angeles, the

"City of the Queen of the Angelt,"
should be selected as the meeting place
for this congress, for in the section of
whicb that city is the commercial cen-
ter irrigation has reached its greatest
development, and water, backed by
American pluck and perseverance, has
accomplished greater marvela than in
any other section of the United St a es,
perhaps the world. Here are Pasauena
and Riverside, beautiful and wealthy
cities of some 10,000 inhabitants each,
upon sites that 20 years ago were valued
at less than $5 an acre, and were consid-
area good tor nothing bat sheep pas-
ture. And Loa Angeles itself ia a good

Eroof of the value of irrigation, for it
as grown within a few years from a

sleepy Mexican pueblo of 12,000 people
to a live and beautiful American me-
tropolis af 65,000 population, and thia
increase is due to the development of
the eurronnding country by means of
irrigation. _

Santa Anita lake, E. J. Baldwin's Rancho.

The Sweetwater dam.

A canon cataract.

IMPORTANT CONVENTION.

Its EfTeot Will Bi to Broaden and Har-
monize Views of Attendants.

The international irrigation congress,
which assembles in thia city today, is
one of the moat important conventions
of thia character ever held on thia sub-
ject in the history of tbe world. Never
before have delegates assembled from
anch a wide range of territory and ao
many different and distant points on the
earth's surface to discuss this question.
Not only are leading states and territor-
ies represented, but delegates are pres-
ent from Asia, Africa, South America,
Canada, Mexico, Russia, Austria,
France, and possibly Italy. The secre-
tary of the chamber of commerce esti-
mates that there ie an attendance of not
lesß than 500 accredited delegates. The
convention will sit not leea than five
daya. The sessions willbe held in the
Grand opera house.

Tbe importance of thie convention ia
ao great tbat it cannot well be overesti-
mated. All the questions pertaining to
tbe science of irrigation will be called
up and diecuased. A general outline of
eubjectß for discussion has been an-
nounced as follows:

Irrigation applied to agriculture, hor-
ticulture, its ethical and social possibil-
ities; legislation, etate, national and
international; engineering, securities,
machinery and appliances. Theee sub-
jects willbe subdivided and enlarged.
There ia no doubt that the whole ques-
tion will be discussed from every con-
ceivable standpoint.

From the related experiences of prac-
tical irrigators, engineers, lawyers,
bankers and manufacturers thus assem-
bled much wisdom will be gathered.
The beneficial resulta of exchange of
ideas willbe far reaching. The irrigator
will return home with an increased
knowledge of his art. The legislator
will better understand the needs of his
constituency. It is to be hoped that the
banker willho imbued with a greater
degree of confidence, bo that the engi-
neer and manufacturer willbe employed
in increasing the irrigating capacity of
tbe conntry. The lawyer can take care
of himself in either event.

The tendency willbe to produce har-
monious and intelligent action among
Irrigators everywhere, and greatly en-
hance tbe value of their artand advance
their cause.

Amajority will come with views more
or less provincial, according as they have
learned in a narrow or broad horizon.
It will take some time to harmonize
these elements before effective work can
be done.

An irrigation ditch at Riverside.

TO PROMOTE IRRIGATION.

meeting: of the International Irrigation
Congress to ho Held at Loa Angelea.
New York Tribune: The culture of

land by artificial irrigation, already es-
soining vast proportions in the arid dis-
tricts of tbe west, is to receive marked
attention by an international irrigation
congress, to assemble in Loa Angeles,
Cal., next October. Thie is the first of
its kind to be held in this country, if
not the first of modern times, and will
excite great interest by reason of the

importance of the subject in increasing
the productiveness of the soil, and so of
land values. The idea of the interna-
tional congress originated in tbe trans-
Mississippi congress held at Ogden,
Utah, in Aprillast, and Los Angelea was
chosen for the point of assembly because
it is the metropolis of Southern Califor-
nia, where artificialirrigation haa shown
the greatest results and developed more
rapidly than in any other part of tbe
world.

The United States government, recog-
nizing the importance of thia source of
industry and wealth, haa taken the
matter up, and through the secretary of
state has issued a letter inviting the at-
tendance of duly accredited delegatea
from foreign nations. Thus this con-
gress is of world wide interest, and will
probably be attended by a thousand
delegates, as well as by many others,
unofficially drawn to listen to the dis-
cussion of the subjects and to see the
great reservoirs, dams and canals of re-
cent construction in Southern Cali-
fornia and Arizona, as well as the beau-
tiful groves and park-like citiea which
have come into existence through the
effectof irrigation, and are exciting the
admiration ot visitors. . . . The list
of subjects reveals that in the hands of
tbe people of America irrigation is not
merely turning water into a ditch and

flooding the Jland, but an enterprise
calling for brains, skill, capital and leg-
islation, which will give employment to
vast numbers of people of all grades of
intelligence.

Tbe conntry ia ao large and ita activi-
ties ao varied and intenee that compara-
tively few people living in tbe east and
wholly dependent upon rainfall for till-
ing the soil are aware of the growth of
artificial irrigation in tbe west and of
the stupendous proportions which it ie
destined to assume in the near future.
The effect of irrigation upon population
and wealth is strikingly revealed in tbe
comparison of the statistics of seven
counties of California which have not
practiced irrigation with seven others
which have, covering a period of 20
yeara from 1870 to 18'JO:

1870. 1890.
Population of seven counties

(no Irrigation) 41,131 67,778
Population of seven counties

(irrigation) 40,849 250.283
The increase in wealth in the same

counties, bb shown by tbe assessed val-
uation, is stillmore marked:

1870. 1830
Seven counties (no

irrigation) ¥12,550,341 $45,039,322
Seven counties (irri-

gation) 22,513,830 207,216,507
Among the coloaies in Southern Cali-

fornia which have contributed to pro-
duce thia wonderful growth, Riveraide ia
perhapa the moat notable aud success-
ful. In 1860 tbe site where Riverside
now stands waa a barren mesa almost
devoid of cultivation, assessed at a valu-
ation of 76 cents an acre, which the
owner Bought to have reduced as excess-
ive. Today 50 or more square miles of
that once barren land are occupied by
7000 people in what is rather a park
than a city, amid orange and lemon
grovea, beautified by lawna and flower
gardens, beneath tbe gratefol shade of
palms, peppers, pomegranates and fig
trees, adorned by spacious mansions
and yieldßng wealth by the millions
every year. Riverside ia rated by
Bradetreeta aa tbe wealthiest city per
capita.in the United Stateß, having an
assessed valuation of $6,000,000, or an
actual value of(18,000,000, being an av-
erage of $12,000 to each family. All
this haa been accomplished with water
handled by the industry and ekill of in-
telligent capital. The crowning feature
ia tbat not only Ib Riverside a beautiful
city of comfortable homes, but that it is
the product of the soil within its own
limits, constantly increasing in produc-
tiveness aa the trees grow older. Such
results can only be obtained through the
aid of irrigation in districts where valu-
able fruits and nuts can be grown.

It is not eurprising that great inter-
eat exists in the subject of irrigation,
and tbat millions have been already in-
vested in tbe great reservoirs and dams
at Sveetwatef, Bear valley, Lake Hemet,
Pacoima and elsewhere, and that other
enterprises stillmore ambitions are un-
der way in tbs valleys and table lands
tributary to Lob Angeles. But Southern
California, though it is the center of ir-
rigation interest by reason of great suc-
cess and development there, is not tbe
only portion of our conntry which will
be benefited by information and skillon
tir's great subject.

The census reveals that the total land
Surface of the aridregion of this coun-
try ia 883,312,000 acree, of which lees
than one-half of 1 per cent is at preaent
irrigated. It ia estimated that 616,000,-
--000 acres of this arid land would pro-
duce crops by irrigation. Tbis reveals
at once its great national importance aa
a means of support for the country's
rapidly increasing population.

IRRIGATION OCR FOUNDATION.

The Secret of the Stability of the I.ne
Angeles Irrlg-eted Country.

The convention of irrigators which
meets in Las Angeles today will not be
the last international body to assemble
here.

Los Angeles ie a natural center of the
civilizationof tbe southwestern quarter
of the United States. To her west and
south pulses the mighty bosom of the
broad Pacific ocean. To her north great
mountains shut off the last vestige of
Arctic chill. On tbe east grand passes
open through the everlasting hills for
her linea of commerce.

Los Angeles is the only natural open-
ing for the grand Colorado basin to the
highway of nations ?tbe ocean. She is
500 miles nearer the great centers of
eastern civilization than her northern
rival?the Toll-Taker-by-the-Sea. She
has plenty of vitality in ber immediate
surrounding country, rich with a fertile
aoil and welt irrigated.

Itis ber irrigation facilities that have
made Lob Angeles the natural capital of
Southern California ever nincn her tnnn-
dation in 1781. Her irrigated country
ia what has enabled Los Angeles to get
through every cycle of financial depres-
sion by which ehe haa been beset. It

has always been ber last great and never
failing resonrce.

While other places have been ground
almost to dust and powder between the
upper and nether milletonoe of "bn'sted
booms" and subsequent hard time*,
Loa Angelee haa never actually been
crushed.

There ia no record of an Angelefio ever
having starved to death. In the early
history of the pueblo one of tbe pobla-
dores or colonists was unable to buy a
shirt, although be waa the owner ofreal
estate and a considerable amount of per-
sona! property in the shape of eeveral
hundred horeea and neat cattle. The
reasons tbe historian gravely givea are:
First, the colonist had no money to bay
a shirt; and, aecondly, there was no
cloth in the country for that purpose.
Still tbey had plenty to eat and drink.
Their herds afforded fleah; the vine-
yards and orchards drink and fruit;
their fields grains and vegetables. Ac 1
to shelter, tbey had the same incompara-
ble climate which we now have.

During all the bard times of Spanish
and Mexican rale Los Angeles slowly
and steadily grew in poplation and
wealth.

After tbe great mining boom of '49
and '50 in Northern California had
buret, her citizena returned home. All
through the long yeara of the ante-rail*
road period Loa Angelea continued to)
grow.

The coming of each of the two trans*
continental railroads haa been attended
by a real estate boom. Their undue
inflationofrealty prices likewise affected
other values, whioh correspondingly
Buffered with the subsequent contrac-
tions.

Tbe city baa nobly rallied from every
sinking spell, revealing invincible vi-
tality. Tbe last boom?tbe one of
1886-87 ?waa one of the greatest finan-
cial puff-balls tbat ever grew in the
world'e historical soil. Lob Angelea
waa the "storm-center," yet when the
cyclone went by she still lived.

For the last six months the United
Statea haa been Buffering from one of
the severest financial depressions ever
felt in 36 years. A email volcano broke
even here and emoked for a day or two.
Iler terra firum buud ceased trembling.
Tbe records of tbe Loa Angelee clearing
house show a decided superiority in the
percentage of business over those of all
the other cities in the United States.
Los Angeles today is in the beet finan-
cial and materially prosperous condition
of any other city in the union, even
Chicago not excepted.

The reason for thia all ia ber ability to
sustain herself from ber own resources
when all others are cut off. The post-
railroad period haa not only witnessed
great improvement in the local irriga-
tion system, but has witnessed the de-
velopment of scores of surrounding irri-
gation colonies, of which space forbids
more than an allusion. Theee colonies
are all tributary to?in fact, are parts of
?Lob Angelea. San Fernando, Pasade-
na, Asusa, Pomona. Ontario, San Ber-
nardino, Redlands, Riverside, Anaheim,
Santa Ana and Downey are just, aa much
suburbs of Los Angelea as are Fruitland,
Vernon or University. The prosperity
of Los Angeles ia based upon tbe sub-
stantial foundation of irrigation. Itcan
never be destroyed except by some great
natural cataclysm.

The destiny of Los Angeles is three-
fold: First, the capital of the etate of
Southern California; eecond, the metro-
polis of tbe Colorado basin; third, the
entrepot of oriental and occidental com-
merce. For this glorious fate the ia
pre eminently fitted by looation, climate
and resources.

These natural conditions make possi-
ble tbe building here of cne of the
great cities of the world, a manifesta-
tion of the highest civilization. The
golden age ia to come. Ac Babylon,
Baalbec, Palmyra, lbebes and other
great cities of ancient civilizations were
founded on irrigation and leit unlading
glories, so will Lob Angeles become a
civilized center, in the best meaning of
the term, whose glories and ecataciee
will only be less than those of the New
Jerusalem.

Happy the people whose lines are eaat
in such pleasant places.

Before irrigation.

ARID LANDS AND MORE MONEY.

A feasible Proposition In Rogard to a
Land and Water Sorlp,

There ia a general consensus of opin-
ion that the whole people of the United
States, irrespective of party predilec-
tions, desire to have more money. The
present amount of currency is confess-
edly insufficient to supply the de-
mands of an expanded business?of a
business expanded far beyond tbe ideas
of those who have not given special con-
sideration to the matter.

Waiving any aspect of the silver ques-
tion, which we have discussed so often
as to have earned a right to a tempoary
rest, with nearly every one agreeing tbat
tho per capita of money in circulation
in the United States should be largely
increased, how should this be done?

There are, of course, a great many
ways of increasing tbe volume of money.
Our Populist fellow citizens have sug-
gested a number of methods, among the
rest some which aim at making tbe gov-
ernment a sort of pawnbroking estab-
lishment. The late Governor Stanford
suggested loans on land at a low rate of
interest, and his idea was not without
certain features to recommend it, al-
though its adoption is exceedingly im-
probable, even if Stanford were alive to
press bis pet scheme. Tbe Wall street
financiers were willing to expand tbe
currency on the basis of issuing addi-
tional bank notes, founded on national
bonds. Still others were in favor of
enormous national expenditures on tbe
army and navy and on fortifications, al-
though this plan only contemplated tbe
raising of large revenues by additional
taxes and their expenditure upon publio
works. This plan wonld undoubtedly
at least stimulate the circulation of
money, although it would not neaeesar-
ily increase its volume.

The late rush for land on the Cherokee
strip showed what an insatiate demand
there is for land in the United States.
The public domain of thia country, in
the old sense, is at last exhausted. It
is true that we still have an imperial
stretch of arid lands in tbe United Statea
tbat can be made even more fruitfulaud
remunerative than that which has beeu
bo prodigally wasted.

These lands cover an immense area,
and are to be found in the Dakotas, Mon-
tana, Utah, Idaho, Colorado, Now Mex-
ico, Arizona and iv portions of Witßhiug-
lon aud Oregon. In their present con-
dition they are absolutely worthless.
With the development of water ttiat is
perlectly feasible in their water Bbeds
and rlvarn there is no nnMt.i(Mn hnt that

they can be made the moat interesting,
productive and poetical regions on tbe
American continent.

While it may not he expedient to turn
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