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CHAPTER V.

WM. LIGHTFOOT VISSCHER

Ai.fhonso Minor Griswold, "The Pat Con-
tributor.

Frequently, in Louisville and Cincinnati, in the
four or five years immediately following the Civil
War, I met A. Minor Griswold, known to humor-
ous literature and the comic lecture rostrum as
"The Fat Contributor." At that time this writer
wag on the staff of the Louisville Journal, part of
the time and then running the Richmond Head
light, which was a newspaper printed and pub-
lished on the great low-pressure steamer Rich-
mond, plying between Louisville and New Or-
leans. Sometimes Griswold would run down to
Louisville on a packet, to visit me, or I would run
up to Cincinnati to visit him, and once he was my
guest for three weeks, on the Richmond, to New
Orleans and return, for we were fast friends —
with the emphasis on "fast," some of our solic-
itous friends were wont to say. Those were
nalcyon days—whatever they are—anyhow that
Is what they are otten called.

Grlswold was an inveterate punster and his
salutations were never conventional. There was
no inquiry on his part as to "How's your health?"
or the assertion, "It's a fine day," etc. But as if
he had been speaking to his visitor a moment
before, he would say, for instance, "I'llrace you

a race down to Race Street," if it were in Cincin-
nati or "Did you ever fall over the Falls in the

fall of the year at Palls City," if it were in Louis-
ville. He was inordinately fond of such llter-
ative facetiae and he illustrated a play on words

as a "kitten gamboling on a dictionary." When a
fire destroyed his library he said his loss could
only be described in "words that burn."

Notwithstanding the verbal turpitude and dis-

tressful tendency indicated, Griswold was a real

wit and humorist, and otherwise a refined gentle-

man and scholar.

Griswold made his first appearance on earth

near Utica, New York, on the 26th day of January

1834. No pent-up Utica could hold him, however,

and as quickly as possible he went through Hamil-
ton College. The word "quickly" is used ad-
visedly. Even Hamilton could not hold him.

A humorous writer of Griswold's day, and

who was an ardent friend and admirer of "The

Fat Contributor" and whose pen name was
"Erratic Enrique," in a short sketch of Griswold
speaks as follows of the college experience under
consideration:

"Griswold was a member of the class of 59 in

Hamilton, but owing to an unfortunate difference
of opinion between himself and the faculty, con
cerning the proper mode of conducting that popu-
lar institution of learning, he did not remain to
complete his collegiate course. He has never
held the faculty as being to blame in the matter
at all. The question got in such shape that either
he or they had to leave, and not desiring to see
so respectable a body of gentlemen —some with
families, too—thrown upon the charities of a cold
and unsympathizlng world ('twas in the dead of
winter,) why, he Just left himself. Mr. Griswold
has frequently told me that he looked upon that
spectacle of self-sacrificing devotion to principle
as one of the proudest and most praiseworthy
actions of a life somewhat thickly studded with
'ittle episodes of that nature."

Alphonso Minor Griswold was the full name of
the subject of this sketch. Notwithstanding that
he disliked the idea of parting his name In the
middle, he did It as a matter of self protection, on
the principle that of two evils one should choose
the least. He explained that he always wrote his
name "A. Minor" in order to prevent people from
calling him a major. Mr. Griswold declared that
he abhorred the pomp and circumstance of war
and dreaded the application to himself of a mili-
tary title, something that in those days a man of
any consplculty found It difficult to evade.

Griswold began journalistic life as city editor
of a little newspaper called the Times, which
Hank Faxon started In Buffalo; the times were a
little too hard for the Times and It joined the
majority at the head of the golden stair. Then
he perpetrated humorous articles on the Repub-
lic, of Buffalo, signed, "The Fat Contributor."
These articles were written for the purpose of
ingratiating himself with the typographical fra-
ternity, as at that time he had in view some stu-
pendous newspaper schemes and the articles were
chiefly celebrated for the "quad lines" which they
contained, and were therefore remarkably "fat"
for the printers. Afterward he found a lifelong
friend In Artemus Ward, who was then on the
staff of the Cleveland Plaindealer. and In 1860,
when Browne was called to New York to work on
Vanity Fair. Gris. succeeded to his place as asso-
ciate editor of the Plaindealer. Poor Bob Winan,
who died a few years ago in the insane asylum in
St. Joseph, Missouri, was at that time foreman
of the Plaindealer's composing room and he has
often told me that during this time Gris. wrote
some exceedingly brilliant things, in skeleton
rhape, in his note book, which he was in the habit
of bringing up every night, a short time before
the paper should go to press, with the modest
request that Bob would "make something out of
them." The place of Wlnan's death has been
mentioned; comment would be sunnrflsous.

For nearly five years Gris. lived in Cleveland
and made the press of that city hum every time
he got a chance at the crank, then with a well-

earned fame he was called to Cincinnati to take a
position with the Evening Times, a paper that
was peculiarly suitable as a field for his style of
writing—rollicking fun, mastodonic exageratlon
and fruitful and pleasing fancy.

Once he started out as the advance agent of a
circus, but concluded that he could give a better
show than that himself, and throw in a menag-
erie, so he wrote a comic lecture and called It
"Injun Meal," in which no allusion was made to
even oatmeal, and he made a big hit. "Injun
Meal" was served up In all the leading cities of
the United States and some parts of New Jersey.
During this march of triumph I heard Gris. lec-
ture in a Missouri city, and I laughed earnestly
and honestly and afterward complimented the
lecturer. Mark the sequel. The next night I
lectured in the same hall on "Humor and Pathos,"
and Gris. attended. Reciprocity was in order and
Gris, was equal to the occasion. He said that my
lecture was one of the best averages that he had
ever heard; that my humor wes exceedingly
pathetic and that my pathos' was the soul of
humor. But everything comes right with the
whirligig of time, and behold I have the privilege
of talking out in church about that man, ha ha!

When Griswold delivered humorous lectures he
was advertised as the "Fat Contributor," and
everybody expected to see a man of stunning
avoirdupois. He always had some one go on the
stage before he did, who pretended to be examin-
ing Its capacity for holding up an immense party.
This would raise expectancy to tip-toe and of
course there was a big laugh when Gris. came
tripping out, a dapper little dandy, not bigger
than a pound of soap after a day's washing. In
one place where he lectured the audience found
fault with the size of the lecturer, but then he
had good reason to find fault with the size of the
audience.

• He told me once that in order to get started as
a lecturer he visited a suburb of Cincinnati and
intimated to some parties there what he came for.
They said he had come to the right place as they had
started a good many lecturers from there. He
said his audience that night consisted of a single
individual—who was married —an immensely fat
party, who in a little while arose as one man —
and went out. As he went he said if Gris. would
lecture there another night his audience would be
larger; he couldn't come himself, but he would
send his wife, who outweighed him eighty
pounds.

To advertise his lecture Grls. had a cut of a
machine for stopping a runaway horse. It was a
picture of a beam running out from the top of the
buggy over the horse and so arranged with
pulleys that the horse could be lifted off his feet
and his locomotion be thus suspended.

Traveling one day from Cincinnati to Columbus,
in company with Gris. he was telling me of hay

ing delivered his "Injun Meal" the night before

Alplionso Minor Gruwold.

GruwoM't machine for stopping a run-away hone.
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