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U.S. AT MERCY OF
ORIENT,DICKINSON
ADMITS TO HOUSE

War Secretary, in Secret Report,

Points Out 'Woeful Inade-
quacy of Army'

McLACHLAN'S POfNT UPHELD

Californian Asserts 200,000

Troops Could Seize Coast

and Hold It for Years

COAST IS HELPLESS,

McLACHLAN DECLARES
"A foreign country could land 200,000

troop* ob the PMtflo coast In 'thirty days

fend the only Intimation of tronble wonld

be their blowing op of the mountain
pasMR, thus preventing any communica-
tion with the east. In the three states
west of the Rocky mountains—Califor-
nia, Oregon and Washington—we have
SOOO regular troops and 6000 state mll-
Hl»m«n. Tbe best military authorities
say that It would take "ye»rs to dislodge

foreign troops If they ever secured a
foothold under these condition*, and that

It would cost the United States a billion
of dollars."—Statement of Representative

McLachlan of California auotcd and In-

dorsed before congress yesterday by

rhlef of staff of United Stnti»» army.

[Associated Press]

WASHINGTON, Deo. 14.— report

from the war department showing how
the country was Inadequately protected
against invasion from foreign govern-

ments was sent to the house today as. a secret document, and, after several
coi erences and hurried telephone mes-
sages, was returned to the war depart-

ment because the house could not re-
ceive a secret report. .

Members of congress who saw the
document before its withdrawal \ say

the report of Secretary Dickinson
points out that the country Is wholly
unprepared for! war; that there Is a
woeful inadequacy of men, guns and
ammunition; that the army should be
reorganized and that a council of na-

defense, with a secretary of war
at Its head, should be created by con-
gress. •- •' ' \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 '-\u25a0 ' -\u25a0 *.'*\u25a0- f.V" '-\u25a0 'The report of General Wood, marked
"confidential," dealt wlUi these mat-
ters and gave official notice to mat-

ters of mo-e or less common knowledge
among army and navy experts In this
country and abroad. In fact, the real
significance of the document is • that
it .makes official admission of condi-
tions already well known among army

and navy officers. General Wood, be-
fore the house military committee, fur-
nished some interesting information.
He discussed the whole subject of na-
tional defenses; told where the weak
points lay, and laid particular em-
phasis on the possibility ,of attack

\u25a0from the Orient. ' !
SAYS ACTION IS NECESSARY

He did not give vent to any alarmist
views, but talked confidentially of the
prudence of taking immediate action
to guard against any possible trouble
from Japan or China. Representative
McLachlan of California was another
tiuthor of the resolution which brought
about this official exposition of the
•weakness of the military defenses and
his statement of military conditions on
the coast was quoted and indorsed by

General Wood.
General Wqod contended that while

the country was reasonably well de-
fended much should be done to place it
on a secure basis.

He argued that congress should pro-
vide for some more artillery and field
guns and for a greater stock of muni-
tions of war, bo as to be prepared for
nny emergency. He believed the stand-
ing army should be expanded to 100,-

--000 mcii and favored reducing the term
of enlistment from three years to two
years.

He believed in the active encourage-
ment of the militia of the states as a
valuable first national reserve and that
the thirty thousand or more men an-
nually going out of the army to re-
sume private life should be kept in
close touch with the government so
1hat they could constitute a second re-
serve.

A bill introduced by Representative
Hobson embodies the administration
idea of a national council for defense
end is the result of his conference
with President Taft, Secretary Dick-
inson and other officials.

TAWNKY LEADS OPPOSITION
.The holding up of the report grew

out of opposition of Representative
Tawney of Minnesota, chairman of the
appropriation committee, it is said.
He called the attention, of the presi-
dent to the policy of retrenchment in
appropriations at -liis time and ad-
vlsed him that, figuratively, if the con-
ditions cited In the report were made
public tho whole retrenchment policy
would be interfered with.

After looking up precedents the
speaker concluded there was no war-
rant for the reception of the report as
a confidential communication. There-
fore he returned It to Secretary Dick-
inson with a polite letter, calling at-
tention to the rules of the house which
require all ordinary executive com-
munications to be printed.

A recognition of the force of the
word "confidential' marked upon the
document would involve its reference
to a secret session, which, the speaker
said, would be a procedure unprece-
dented for nearly ti century.

Secretary Dickinson received this
letter very late in the day and conse-
quently withheld his answer until to-
morrow. It Is probable he will with-
hold from the house the appendices
to the original report which contained
the confidential matter and resubmit
the document, omitting the injunctlon-
al confidence.

WOMAN HAB 28TH CHILD
RICHMOND, Ind., Dec. 14.—The

twenty-eighth child , has arrived b±
t homo of Mr.'and Mrs.' Jason Boif-
nor at Newcastle, Mnd. :,Twenty-one
of \u25a0 the children , are I living:. Mr. Bon-
tier is 49 years old and tils wife Is 45.
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WHAT'S GOING ON TODAY IN
LOS ANGELES

AMUSEMENTS
Auditorium—Dark.- :

Bolasco—"Old Heidelberg," 2:15 and 8:15 p. m.

Burbank—**A Message from Mars," 1:15 p. m.
Grand— Earl and the Girl." «:15 p. m.
levy's Cafe Chantant—Continuous vaudeville,

2:30 p. m. to 12:30 a. m.
Los Angeles—Vaudeville, 2:30, 7:45 and 9 p. m.

Luna park—Outdoor amusements,' band con-
cert and vaudeville, 10 a. m. to midnight,

Majestic—De Wolf Hopper In "A Matinee
Idol," 8:16 p. m.

_ . • ' .- , : I \u25a0

Mason—Blanche \u25a0Walsh In "The Other Wom-
an," 8:15 p. m.

Olympic—"Blase Away," 7:15 and 9:15 p. m.
Vaudeville, 2:15 and 8:15 p. m.
Vaudeville, 2:80, 7:45 and 9 p. m.

Princess— "The Gay Lord Harry," 3, 7:45 and
9:15 p. in.

Automobile show, Shrine auditorium, all flay

and tonight. " , v *: > ' ',

"op interest TO WOMEN
Opening of.- exhibit of American etchings,

Friday Morning club, 2 p. m. «.-\. \u0084\u25a0..;.,
Harmonla club, Mr?. George A. Simpson, 1500

Fourth avenue, 3p. m. ! . '
Matinee muslcale, Gamut clubhouse, 2 p. m.

Visit of legislators to chamber of commerce
and presentation of constitutional amendments.

Chapter "B," P. E. 0., visit to First street
day nurse/y. with gifts. -

BAZAARS' • -\u25a0-

Bale of Christmas *«oods by Parish Aid so-
ciety, Christ Episcopal church. Hotel Alexan-
dria, all day. . \u25a0' ,"- ..',.-' \u25a0 > '\u0084 .

Christmas sale by women of the Church of
the Messiah, Van Ness and Washington streets,
afternoon and evening. : ;i, /

' MISCELLANEOUS.Celebration •of fifteenth anniversary of Los
Angeles company No. 25, Knights of Pythias,
In Goldberg-Bosley assembly rooms \u25a0 tonight.
Gun. J. A. Drlfflll will be the honored guest.

Snml-monthly meeting North, Northeast and
Northwest Improvements association, | commit-
tee room, chamber of commerce, 8:30 p. m.

"Why Women Should Have the Ballot," ad-
dress by J. H. Braly, president of the Polit-
ical Equality league, before' the Los Angeles
W. C. T. V.. First Methodist church, 2 p. m.
: Annual Intercollegiate debate between ' Po-
mona and Occidental colleges, . Occidental Hall
of Letters. Evening. .'

Meeting of board of directors. Children's hos-
pital, to discuss plans for new hospital build-
ing. , Morning. '.. . '

IFire commission meets at 10 o'clock in may-
or's office.

City council will meet at 7:80 p. m. to dis-
cuss charter amendments with charter revision
commission.': . \u25a0'\u25a0*-. /. ' . ;, . -". \u25a0/

\u25a0 Excursion to Imilerlal Valley fair leaves 10
p. m.. Arcad. tUUto,., v>- \u25a0 ;.;>;*";' r:

BALDWIN CLAIMANT
LEAVES IN TEARS;

MOTHER ASSAILED
Girl Fighting for Millions Departs

Hastily When Attorney
Uses Harsh Words

LAWYERS' SPEECHES SPICY

Mrs. Tumbull Fails to Reach the
Stand but Probably Will

Testify Today -
Beatrice Anita Baldwin - Turnbull

hurried from the superior court room
in tears at the opening session of her
suit for a share of "Lucky" Baldwin's
millions yesterday afternoon when she
heard her mother described as a mis-
tress Instead of the Innocent, deceived
wife of the late horseman by Gavin
McNab of San Francisco, attorney

for the defendants In the contest to
break the will.

McNab followed Walter B. Grant of
Boston, attorney for the plaintiff, in
making his opening statement. The
girl listened motionless to the attor-
ney's assertions that through cruel de-
ception and trickery the present Mrs.
Turnbull, mother of the claimant, had
been made the common-law* wife of
Baldwin. But when McNab began his
answer, refuting practically all that
was said and intimating that the girl's
mother at that time was the mistress
of a wealthy easterner, the girl flushed,
tears rushed to her eyes, and hurried-
ly leaving her seat she edged through
the big crowd that filled the court

room and did not return during the re-
mainder of the session.

A sensation in the $2,500,000 suit is
expected today when the girl's mother,
Mrs. Lillian Ashley Turnbull, will be
placed upon the witness stand In Judge
Rives' department of the superior
court, to tell the story of her relations
with the multimillionaire turfman.

Yesterday's half-day session was
given over to the opening statements
of the attorneys, their remarks being
listened to with eagerness by one of
the greatest crowds which ever has
overflowed a Los Angeles county su-
perior court room.

OTGHT TO ENTER COURT ROOM

Although the time for the famous
\u25a0will case to be resumed was set for
2 o'clock, fully an hour before that
time all available seats were occupied
by the morbidly curious and when the
case actually was begun there was
such a throng that all standing room
was taken and the remainder of tho.-e
desiring to hear and see were 'forcing
the swinging doors wide opon and
standing In the corridor.

Yesterday afternoon was given over
merely to preliminary statements by

the attorneya, following a conference
with Judge Rives about the issues of
the case, a matter which Is considered
secret by those directly interested and
not given out to the public.

When the case was called, Isidore B.
Dockweiler, one of the attorneys for
the plaintiff, read the opening plead-
ings of both sides, the action on his
part for the defense being performed
iat its request to save time. His read-
ings related to the petitions for the
distribution of the estate of the horse-
man, the contests and their answers.

Incidentally it was brought out that
an illegitimate child can be made le-
gitimate in four ways: By marriage,

by adoption, by an ord^r or decree of
the court and by being recognized in a
will by the parents.

When Mr. Dockweiler had finished his
reading Walter B. Grant of Boston, at-
torney for the young girl claimant, be-
gan his opening statement.

TKI.I.S OF ROMANCE
"Lillian Ashley, the mother of the

claimant," said Mr. Grant, "met the
father of her daughter. Lucky Baldwin,

in Massachusetts. The father of Miss
Ashley, who now Is Mrs. Turnbull, was
a horseman and greatly interested in
all equine affairs. It naturally fol-
lowed that his daughter acted as his
secretary and wrote for catalogues
which he desired.

"Thus it happened that when she was
only 14 years old she wrote, for her
father, to Baldwin, and obtained ln-
formtalon regarding a horse in which
the horseman then was intensely inter-
ested. He answered her, personally,
and a correspondence between the
young girl and the turfman was begun.

"Meantime her father and mother
both died, and Lillian Ashley was
thrown upon her own resources, finding
a home with friends of her family.
Baldwin hunted her up, held conversa-
tions with her and linally invited her
and her friends to visit him in Califor-
nia. Later she came west, leaving a
party of friends with whom she was
traveling and who wanted to see the
Grand Canyon, and coming direct to
Los Angelea, registering at the Hotel
Westminster.

"Baldwin was in San Francisco at
the time and sho telegraphed to him,

informing him of her arrival in Los
Angeles. After several telegrams had
passed between them, he instructed her
to meet him In San Francisco, and sent
her $25 for the expenses of her trip.

"When she arrived there he placed
her in a sulto of rooms in a hotel
where he had one rented, although he
owned a home of his own in that city.

AIXEGES MOCK MARRIAGE
"The second day after her arrival

there he proposed to her, saying that
lie was a divorced man and declaring

that a daughter might object to their
marriage. To get around that alleged
difficulty, he suggested that they be
married In writing. She agreed. They
signed the contract and he, on the pre-
text that she was young and might lose
it, persuaded her to let him keep the
written marriage contract.

"Later Bhe came south, going to Ar-
cadia, where shel lved under her maid-
en name. He followed and their resi-
dence continued in the south until they
returned to San Frar isco.

"Meantime they ga\\ mutual dinners
to each other, the oncv he gave in her
honor partaking of the nature of a
bridal festivity.

"In San Francisco she learned of his
having a wife. She reproached him
with the information. He admitted
that ho had a mate. She went into
hysterics and he left her, taking a trip
cast. He told her that she <\u25a0 >ulil oc-
cupy her apartments as long as she

Puzzle: Guess Where They Have All Gone

An Eastern Newspaper Says the Yankees Are Fast Disappearing from New England

BELL WINSVOTED
FOR COAST FAIR

New York Democrats in Con-

gress Agree to Support

San Francisco's Claims

WASHINGTON, Dec. 14.j-Theodore
Bell was asked today concerning the
chances of San Francisco securing the

Panama exposition in 1915, and he said:

"Iam absolutely confident of success,
because, in the first place, the delega-

tion has worked zealously and harmon-
iously and because we have the facts
to present to those who will decide
and vote on a basis of reason and fact.
When I came here Imade an analysis
of the situation and Irealized the key
to the situation was held by the Demo-
crats, who had not decided offhand
and without reason for one city or the
other. For instance, the New York
delegation of twelve Democrats in It-
self could determine the fate of any
resolution that might be introduced.
We cannot count on all Republicans to
vote for us, by any means. The af-
filiations of some will induce them to
be either neutral or to vote for New
Orleans. I concentrated my efforts on
Democrats alone, and I gave special
attention to those of the New York
delegation, knowing that each indi-
vidual member converted to our cause
would be an active agent for us in
other directions.

"I can say today that practically
every man in the New York delegation,
at least every Democrat, will vote for
San Franoisco for the fair.

"We can count on many Democrats
when the final test comes, and they
will insure our victory without the
least doubt."

BILL FIXINgTnEW ORLEANS
AS FAIR CITY INTRODUCED

WASHINGTON, Dec. 14.—Represen-
tative Estop4nal of Louisiana today in-
troduced a bill to create a non-partisan
world's Panaman exposition commit-
tee for administering the exposition
which the bill designs to be held in
New Orleans. A similar measure is
pending for the San Francisco exposi-
tion. Mr. Kahn of California will be
given a hearing on his bill on the sub-
ject before the resolutions committee
Friday.

(Special to Ths neralcl)

PRESIDENT SIGNS ORDER
REARRANGING FOREST AREA
WASHINGTON, Deo. 14.—President

Taft today signed a proclamation elim-
inating from the Monterey national
forest in California 21,527 acres of land
and adding to the forest 7690 acres.
Embraced in the land eliminated are
"080 acres known as the Pinnacles Na-
tional Monument. Tho elimination
changes' the jurisdiction over this na-
tional monument from the forest serv-
ice" to the department of the interior.

SOCIALIST WINS IN SOUTH
BILOXI, Miss., Dec. 14.—The first

Socialist elected in Mississippi and one
of the few in the south scored a vic-
tory in a mnicipal election here yes-
terday. 8. W. Rose, running on a
Socialist platform, was elected to the
city council over a Democratic nom-
inee.

CROCKER TAX IS 986,666
! SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 14.—HelrB of
the late George Crocker, who. died in
New York leaving an estate valued at
$11,823,279, will pay an inheritance tax
of $88,666 on the property of the estate
in California... A final order to this
effect was signed today- by .Superior
Judge .Van Nostrum!.

DEMOCRATIC LEADERS
DECIDE SPEAKER SHALL

NOT NAME COMMITTEES
WASHINGTON, Dec. U.—The speaker |

of the next house of representatives will

not name the committees of that body.

Congressmen Champ Clark of Missouri,

Underwood of Alabama and others of the
conservative wing of tUe house Uemoc-
racy have reached a decision that the
committees shall be selected In some
other way than bj the present system.

This mcioh developed today. It prob-
ably will be ratified at a caucus of new
house members who nay be called to-
gether In January or February to map

out action on rules and other problems

that will confront the next house.

AFFINITY CHARGE
DOES TEAM WORK

Conductor's Wife Names Co-re-

spondent, and Husband
Replies with Same

(Special to The Herald)

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 14.—The ap-
pearance of Mrs. Freda Myers to con-
test the suit for divorce filed in Los
Angeles county against her by Eugene
H. Myers, a conductor employed by
the Southern Pacific railroad, has re-

sulted in a transfer of the cast to the
superior courts of San Francisco coun-
ty and the addition of "affinity"
charges to the action by both parties.

Myers, in his original suit, accused
Mrs. Myers of simple desertion. In
filtyig her contest she named a co-re-
spondent, and Myers now returns to
court with an amended complaint in
which he accuses his wife of a similar
fault.

C. Armstrong of Los Angeles is
named by the husband, and Miss Le-
cleroor of Los Angeles Is named by
Mrs. Myers. Both deny the accusa-
tions of the other, and Mrs. Myers
adds that she Is not guilty of desertion,
as, after leaving her "affinity-stricken"
husband, she offered to return to him,
and he would not permit her.

Instead of her husband being granted
an interlocutory decree, the- wife asks
that it be given to her, together with
$75 a month alimony and $000 counsel
foes.

Myers, replying to the affidavit, de-
clares ho in not guilty as complained
against, and denied that Mrs. Myers is
In want for funds or needs the alimony
or counsel fees the court is asked to
award her.

MILLIONAIRE'S WILL GIVES
LOYAL SERVANTS $70,000

NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—Stipulating
that ho "recognized no lines of color,
creed or race," George L. Pox, a
Brooklyn lawyer who died recently,
left a will dlstrtb-tlng $1,600,000
among friends and charitable Institu-
tions. Faithful servants are rewarded
with $'iu,ooo. Mr. Fox was unmarried
and hail no relatives. A park employe
whom Mr. Fox used to watch at work
from tho window of his apartment re-
ceives $3000 "because he was kind and
attentive."

JURY ACQUITS LOUIS GLAVIB
GOLDENDALE, Wash., Dec. 14.—

Louis R. Glavls, principal witness in
the Flnchot-Ballinger hearing; was ac-
quitted yesterday of the charge of set*
ting forest fires in violation of the law.
The Jury was out twenty minuses. The
evidence showed that Olavls had noth-
ing to do with a big lire near White
Salmon, alleged to have been caused
by a small fire started on his own laud.

HATTIE LE BLANC'S
PLEA WINS JURY

Crowded Court Room Cheers
Frantically When Child Is

Acquitted of Murder

CAMBRIDGE, Mass., Dec. 14.—The
plea of 17-year-old Hattle Lo Blanc
that she be allowed to go back to her
home in West Arlchat, C. 8., with her
father, was granted today when a jury,
after deliberating an hour and a half,
decided she was not guilty of the mur-
der of Clarence F. Ulover, a laundry-
man at Waltham.

The verdict waa popular—so popular
that the traditional decorum of a Mas-
sachusetts court was swept aside while
men and women cheered, shouted and
wept for Joy. The demonstration con-
tinued for fifteen or twenty minutes,
and the court officials were powerless
to stem the enthusiasm.

The crowd in the corridors took up
the cheers and there came answering
cheers from more than 2000 men and
women who had assembled on the
quadrangle In front of the courthouse
and surrounding streets of East Cam-
bridge.

Judge Bond ended his charge at 9:32
a. m., and Clerk Dillingham, turning
toward the little prisoner, said:

"Hattie Le Blanc, you now have the
opportunity to say anything that you
desire."

Pale and frightened the girl rose,
folded her arms across her breast and
turned toward the Jury. Her voice
was so faint that her words could be
heard only a short distance. She spoko

with a pronounced French accent aa
she said:

"I did not do it. I want to go home
with my father."

The jury was unable to hear her be-
cause she spoke so faintly, and her
chief counsel, Mr. Johnson, repeated
her statement tor the benefit of tho
Jury.

ENGLISH NOBLEMAN WILL
WED MISS VIVIAN GOULD

Engagement of Lord Decies and
American Heiress Announced

LONDON, Doc. 14.—The engagement
tl announced of Lord Decies and Miss
Vivian Gould, second daughter of
Georga J. < ould of New York.

Johu Graham Hopo Horsley Bpres-

foril-, fiftli Baron Decies, succeeded to
fhe title a short time ago through the
denth of Ilia brother. He was born
December 5. IS'>6. lie is a lieutenant
colonel of the Seventh Hussars and a
member of tho distinguished service
order.

He has fought in many campaigns,
serving against the Mad Mullah in
Somaliland, in the Matabele war, and
in tho Boer war.

He is a polo player and is keenly in-
terested In hunting and racing.

FRIENDS EXPLAIN ABSENCE
OF BALDWIN FROM FEAST

NEW HAVEN, Conn., Dec. 14.—An
explanation is now given out which
bears on the absence last night of judge
Simeon B. Baldwin, the governor-
elect, from the chamber of commerce
dinner at which Colonel Roosevelt
spoke. The Invitation extended to the
judge read:

• "To meet the Hon. Theo. Roosevelt."
As there has been a failure to adjust

the differences which arose over Judge
Baldwin's exceptions to Colonel Roose-
velt's criticism during the recent po-
litical campaign, the former absented
himself from the dinner. Correspond-
ence between Colonel Roosevelt and
Judge Baldwin lias not been disclosed.

AVIATION SCHOOL
FOR NAVY TO BE
ESTABLISHED HERE

Secretary Meyer Wires He Will
Send Men to Los Angeles

for Instruction

CURTISS TO BE AERO-TUTOR

Marvelous Tests in New Mode of
Warfare Scheduled for

This Winter

Plans to make Los Angeles the offi-
cial headquarters of aviation in the
United States -were Riven a .tremendous
impetus yesterday when Glenn Curtiss,:
tho Hammondsport, N. V., aviator, now
in this city, received a telegram from
Secretary of the Navy George Yon L.
Meyer, saying that men from the navy
department would be sent here this
wintersto receive instruction In avia-
tion.

The telegram was in response to an
invitation from Mr. Curtiss, who pro-
posed to the secretary of the navy that
Los Angeles would bo the ideal place

for experiments and the giving of les-
sons to members of the naval aero-
nautical corps and offering to be their
instructor In flying.

Acceptance by Secretary Meyer prac-
tically acts as the appointment of Cur-
tiss as the official aero-tutor of the
navy. It likewise recognizes Los An-
geles as the logical place to establish
the naval training station for aviators.

The action of the navy means that
Los Angeles will see this coming winter
some of the most marvelous tests that
have yet been made with aeroplanes.
Curtiss was the first aviator to dem-
onstrate the practicability of using
aeroplanes as an aid In military or
naval operations.

SENDS WIRELESS FROM AIR
Frequent experiments over Lake

Keuka, at Hammondsport, N. V.> con-
vinces him that aeroplanes could be
used as a menace to fleets. He carried
a wireless I operator up several thou-
sand feet and succeeded In establish-
ing communication with a land wire-
less station.

The aviator .ha« received frequent
recognition from the navy department
and at Sheepshead Bay and Boston
carried up Captain Fickle and other
naval officials.

The most recent feat in proving the.
serviceability of aeroplanes as an aid
to battleships was when Eugene Ely,
a Curtiss aviator, lifted his aeroplanes
from the deck of the cruiser Birming-
ham and Hew to land, seven miles dis-
tant.

Experiments such as these, except

on a much greater scale, will be made
in Los Angeles this winter.

Mr. Curtiss says he will attempt at
the first opportunity to alight and
rise with his aeroplane In the water.

He will go further than Ely did and
ascend from and alight on the deck
of a warship. Many other experiments
will be made for the benefit of the men
of the aeronautical corps who are to be
sent here to learn the tricks of flying.

NAVT MEN TO ATTEND MEET >
Secretary Meyer also announced at

Washington last night, according to
•dispatches, that a naval officer will be
assigned to attend the aviation meet

to be held In this city December 24
to January 3.

The Instruction of the naval corps
men is expected to begin early in Jan-
uary. Curtiss has leased the motor-
drome near this city for use In carry-
ing on experiments . and he will make
his headquarters here all winter.

The aviator said last night that the
action of the navy In sending men

here for instruction he believes to bo
the first step in the foundation near
this city of a great naval aeroplane
training school where aviators may bo
trained in land and sea flying the year
round. . ' .

"Weather conditions make Los An-
geles the ideal place for such a sta-
tion and the proximity of the fleet
makes the carrying on of water tests
practicable at all times." he said.

TWELVE MEET DEATH IN
VIRGINIA MINE EXPLOSION

Accumulation of Gas Is Believed
Cause of Catastrophe

NORTON, Va.. Dec. 14.—An explo-
sion in the mine of the Bond Coal
company at Greeyo, six miles east of
here this morning-, cost the lives of
twelve of tho fourteen men in tho
workings at the time. Only two
escaped, one of whom died (shortly

after being taken out.
Because of gaseous conditions of the

mine rescue work had to be btopped
tonight and the other bodies will not
be brought out before morning.

The explosion is believed to have re-
sulted from an accumulation of gas
set off by "blowing" coaL The air-
shaft was thought to be In good con-
dition. Tho mine had a similar ex-
plosion three years ago, in which six
men wore killed.

Only slight damage was done to the
mine.

FAIL TO AGREE ON PLAN
OF TARIFF REVISION

"WASHINGTON, Deo. 14.—N0 definite
plan of tariff revision was agreed upon
ut the conference Monday night be-
tween Democratic members of the ways

and moans committee, the Democratic
members of the Kentucky delegation,
(ieorge Harvey of New York and Hen-
, , \\ atterson of Louisville, according
to a statement Issued by Mr. Watterson
tonight.

OLDEST WOMAN IN STATE DIES

REDDING, Cal., Dec. 14.—
George W. Silverthorn, an Indian
woman, died at the family borne In
Silverthorn Ferry, near Copper 'City,
yesterday lit the age of 106 years. She
was probably, the oldest woman in Cal-
ifornia. ' 'j&MamssgßUsM\u25a0.»' '. (Continued on I'age tUx).
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