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THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI COM
MERCIAL CONGRESS. 

A league of half the .states in the 
nation for commercial advantage, forms 
an interesting item in the history of the 
country. The idea had its conception in 
the Kansas legislature in 1891, where a 
resolution providing for the convocation 
of a Trans-Mississippi Commercial Con
gress was passed. Provision was made 
for tho selection by appointment, of del 
egatcs from each of the western states. 
The congress met at Kansas City, and 
there had its beginning, with a resulting 
mutual interest among the leading men 
of the great section to tho west of the 
mighty river, and a closer acquaintance 
and sympathy. The Now Mexican found 
that the remediable evils in his 
sheep industry were not the only 
complaints in the west; the man from 
Colorado found neighboring industries 
with requirements he had not dreamed 
of; the Kansan and all the others present 
discovered sectional variations which 
were surprising, but which did not blind 
the promoters of the idea to the fact 
that the whole west had a common 
cause, a common destiny and a recipro-

' cal interest in commercial development 
which could be best served by closer or
ganization and more thorough knowl
edge of the needs of the whole section. 

Since the first congress, the idea has 
' grown until it is becoming one of the 
great things of the country, an annual 
convention of half the nation, largely at
tended, lively in debate and forceful in 
concerted action, accomplishing great 
matters through deliberation and dis
cussion, and with the idea of the com
mercial advancement of the west always 
in view, having grown from the first 
small but fruitful seed of nino years ago. 

In this connection it is interesting 
and noteworthy that at the last meeting 
in congress, which convened in Salt 
Lake City, the question of Hawaii and 
its annexation was brought forward and 
ably handled, and no doubt had much to 
do with the consummation by which 
this nation acquires that, and the sur
rounding islands. Also the plan of a 
Nicaragua canal, and its imj)ortance to 
the commercial west was in this con
gress first exploited. 

How important such an organization 
is to the nation is best shown by a dis
play of the fact that the region repre
sented by the congress contains 75.5 per 
cent of the total area of the United 
States; that it yields 9!) per cent of the 
gold of the country, 99.9 per cent of the 
silver, 81 per cent of the lead, 65 per 
cent of the copper, 14.5 per cent of the 
coal, 64.3 per cent in the quantity of 
wheat, 51.3 per cent in the quantity of 
corn, 49 per cent of the cotton, 52.4 per 
cent of the cotton, 52.4 per cent of the 
wool and 50 per cent of the farm 
animals. 

The Trans-Mississippi Commercial 
Congress has been a success, and has 
become permanent. It has been the 
custom to distribute its favors to differ
ent western cities, year by year, and 
this year it will convene at Wichita, 
Kansas, May 31. 

Some facts with relation to the taking 
of the next census from Director Mer-
riam will be of general interest. While 
the impression has gone abroad that the 
census is to be a refuge for incompe
tency, tho truth and actual facts are 
that all applicants will be subjected to 
examination before the appointment 
which will be as rigid as the examina
tions before the civil service commission. 
No political influence will be sufficient to 
put an employe on tho census pay rolls 
whose competency to do the work to be 
assigned is in doubt and the director is 
not satisfied of such in advance. And 
furthermore, if any employe is found to 
be incompetent, such employe will be 
discharged regardless of his or her polit
ical backing. The examination of em
ployes will be directed not so much for 
the testing of their general information 
and capacity as it will be to their fitness 
for the work to be done. As for ex
ample. no copyist who cannot write or 
spell satisfactorily will be appointed, nor 
calculators who cannot calculate. First 
of all, after the general administration 
officers are selected there must be 300 
supervisors appointed and in their se
lection consultation will be had with 
senators and representatives in the re
spective states. It may be announced 
also that senators and representatives 
who do not belong to the republican 
party will receive the same fair treat
ment and consideration along this line 
as is given republicans. Supervisors 
will be appointed by the president and 
confirmed by the senate. None of these 
as now contemplated are tobe recess 
appointments, but the list will be ready 
for submission to the senate at the 
opening of the next session. The super
visors in turn will appoint 40,000 enumer
ators to do the actual work throughout 
the country, but the list of appointments 
of enumerators first must have the ap
proval of the director of the census. 

: After approval they will be-immediately 
furnished the necessary blanks and in

structions. This will be no small task. 
. Assuming the population of the United 
States at this time tp be in round num-

r..:-:. 

bers 80,000,000 people, there must be 
400,000 sheets issued for the population 
schedules alone. Adding to these the 
other schedules there will have to be 
in the aggregate not less than a half-
million such sheets in printed form is
sued. All this mass of papor will have 
to be manufactured and printed without 
delay. In counting the population 
every individual will be represented by a 
separate card and there will have to be 
manufactured and printed not less than 
100,000,000 of these cards. The proba
bility is that a system of machine calcula
ting which admits of counting facts in 
combination and which worked so well 
in the last ccnsus will be adopted for 
that of 1900. The office will have to se
lect from the various devices the one 
most satisfactory and a sufficient num
ber to do the work must then be manu
factured. The work will be pushed with 
all possible speed consistent with ac
curacy and every effort made to avoid 
dragging the work along unnecessarily. 
Taken all in all, the number of appoint
ments that will be made will be over 45,-
000. ' These include eighteen or twenty 
staff officers, 300 supervisors, 40,000 
enumerators and about 3,000 clerks and 
other employes at Washington. 

A communication in another column 
criticises the action of the legislature in 
modifying the mode of apportionment of 
the two mill tax for state tuition fund. It 
strikes the Tribune the writer's premise 
is erroneous and _ hence his argument 
fails. Under the old method of appor-
tioment by the state, nearly all the 
counties in the state were losers and the 
principal gainers were one or two big 
Red River counties—one of them gain
ing 819,000 in two years. This county 
was amply able to care for its school 
children without drawing from the 
many smaller counties. The old method 
did not help the more sparsely settled 
counties—it rather proved an injustice to 
them. Under the new method, each 
county collects the two-mill tax and this 
is then apportioned among all the school 
children in the county, so that perfect 
fairness and equality is assured, both to 
the county and to all of the children in 
each county. 

Bills pass and do not pass, and some
times through errrors in enrollment 
queer pranks are played with tho origin
al desires of the lawmakers. For ex
ample, a bill passed the two houses in 
the closing days of the session to regu
late the number and manner of election 
of legislative employes. Tho bill pro
vides for the election of all clerks and 
employes by roll call and Axes the sal
aries of each class of employes. The 
house originated the bill, and the senate, 
not feeling that the house fixed the 
right compensation for some classes of 
senate employes, amended the bill to 
give the sergeant-at-arms of the senate 
85 a day and the chaplain @3 a day. But 
in enrollment, these changes were made 
to apply to the house employes, so that 
the senate sergeant-at-arms and chaplain 
will receive the salaries of 92 and 84 a 
day and the house employes get the 
benefit of the amendments of the more 
liberal senate. 

The ever varying and amusing old 
Fargo Argus is constant in one thing — 
its opposition to the Tribune. The an
tiquated old joke takes exception to a 
little editorial in the Tribune a few days 
ago in which it was stated that Congress
man Johnson—ex-Congressman John
son rather—had gone home. The Argus 
also takes occasion to tell about the time 
when the Tribune was not republican. 
If the Argus will specify some particu
lar time when the Tribune has not been 
loyal to the republican party state or 
national, the Tribune will undertake to 
prove the Argus very careless in .its 
statements of facts—not to say the Ar
gus prevaricates—but that it is extreme
ly careless in dealing with facts. But 
after all, it is perhaps wrong to take the 
Argus too seriously—for another wind 
may blow tomorrow and the ..whole tone 
of the Argus editorial may change. 

Col. W. R. Merriam, of Minnesota, 
director of the census, has a large num
ber of appointments to make, and his 
sagacity and discernment are proven in 
the appointments made so far. Especi
ally is this illustrated in the appoint
ment of Col. Albert F. Childs as chief 
clerk. Mr. Childs was one of the most 
efficient attaches of the last census in a 
similiar position. He is one of the most 
estimable gentlemen in Washington and 
possesses those traits of character, 
patience and forbearance, that bring true 
and lasting friends. He is thoroughly 
familiar with the census plan—in detail 
and in the organization of the various 
divisions. He will be a great assistance 
to his chief in weeding out incapable ap
plicants for positions and organizing the 
bureau on practical civil service lines. 

It would not be surprising to learn, as 
reported by some papers, that Admiral 
Dewey is breaking down under the strain 
imposed upon him by his duties. For 
a year he haq been in practical charge of 
government affairs at Manila, in the 
midst of circumstances that were par
ticularly trying, and combining the na
ture of his duties with the climate and 
other prevailing conditions, it would 
seem that Dewey should be given a rest 
as soon as it is practicable for the gov
ernment to do so. 

The Minneapolis Journal has h&ird 
at. last of tl^e blll that passed the sen

ate at the recent session of the legisla
ture to regulate marriage: The Jour
nal has been so busy accumulating a 
large and varied stock of misinforma
tion regarding state and legislative 
matters that it has just begun to get 
the news, and we may expect to see 
little news items cropping out in the 
columns of the paper from now on. 
The Journal is highly incensed that 
anj- on© should have introduced such 
a bill, as adding ridicule and odium to 
the great west, of which, of course, the 
state of Minnesota is a vast integral 
part, in the estimation of the Journal. 
Accordingly the Journal proceeds to 
l»erate the author of the bill. It deals 
very severely with Senator Creel, al
though mentioning no names, allowing 
tho vials of its wrath to be poured out 
against unnamed persons. But it 

speaks of "legislative cranks" who 
have been sent to the legislature by 
"careless constituencies," and who 
make the state a laughing stock and 
pile up ridicule for the west. But it 
is only a little while since the great 
state of Minnesota elected a populist 
and free silverite to be chief execu
tive of the state, and if we mistake 
not the Journal contributed very 
largely to that end. It is a matter of 
grave question whether the west is not 
more harmed by the election of popu
list governors than by the introduction 
of laws to govern marriage. Without 
entering into the merits of the Creel 
bill, the Journal has ample room at 
home for criticism. 

All of the-laws passed by the legis
lative assembly have been approved 
and about 190 new laws or amend
ments of old ones have been added to 
the statute books of the state. While 
of no vast importance, the majority of 
the measures passed amend the pres
ent laws In such a way that county 
officials and residents of the state in 
general will be interested in their pro
visions. The salary amendments, 
changing the methods of fixing salaries 
of many county officers, and the basis 
upon which the salaries are fixed in 
many cases, will be of especial Interest. 
The general tendency has been to in
crease salaries in smaller counties, and 
decrease them in the larger counties. 
Softie inequalities and injustices have 
crept in, particularly in the fixing of 
the auditors' salaries in the counties 
like Burleigh, where the valuation is 
not great and yet the work to be done 
is as great as in many of the counties 
which boast a much larger assessed 
valuation. If the salaries of these 
officials were fixed upon the amount 
of work to be done, it would insure a 
more equitable adjustment. 

In a letter from Corporal Edwards 
to the Forum there is advanced a rea
son for the rebellion of the Filipinos 
against American authority. The 
argument is that of a resident of the 
islands who Is familiar with the Fili
pino nature, and who sets forth that 
the Filipinos, long used to oppression 
and to being treated like animals 
rather than human beings are unable 
to appreciate the nature of people who 
treat them as human beings and not 
as slaves, and that the only interpre
tation of this treatment, in their be
nighted intellects, is that the Ameri
cans were afraid of them. Hence the 
revolt against the authority which 
they believed it would be easy to 
shake off.. It Is argued that the Fili
pinos must be made to understand 
that the Americans are masters and 
that this done, the problem will be 
settled. And it is along this line that 
Uncle Sam is working. 

There is much objection among con
tractors and lumbermen to the mechan-
ican's lien law, and it is hfld that it will 
be more difficult under the new law for 
those who desire to build on credit. The 
only* change which the amended law 
makes is that before a mechanic's lien 
can be filed, notice of the intention of 
filing must be given to the owner of the 
building or property by registered mail. 

All incorporated cities having a popu
lation of 800 or over will have to adopt 
the registry system at the spring election 
and the board of registry must meet two 
weeks before the election and prepare 
lists of voters. This is under the Arnold 
law, which makes the law apply to all 
cities in the state, where heretofore it 
was applied only to a few cities. 

Perhaps Senator Davis knew what 
he was about when he allowed Mr. 
Merriam to be appointed director of 

BLIND WMjeZEMA 
Three Children Afflicted 20 Month*. 

CURED BY CUTIOURA. 
My second child got eczema when seven 

months old. Three months later my first child 
got it, and following him, the last one, two 
years old. For twenty months they suffered 
fearful agony. Their whole bodies, especially 
their faces, were so sore and raw that they. 
were blind half the time. No words can 
describe the suffering of my second child, 
whose whole' body was one bloody mass. He 
was constantly ciying, could get no sleep, aud 
heactuallydidnotloofchuman. I tried doctor 
after doctor without the slightest relief. The 
first application of CUTICURA brought relief 
In each case, and after fourteen days' treat
ment with CDTIOURA- SOAP and Cunoinu 
(ointment), the wont cas» was cured. ,, 
Mia. ANNIE BINQ.61B E.13th St., fc.VfCjty. 
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the census, smothering for the time 
being, so it was said, his old time ani
mosity. For Merriam promises to 
have ample trouble of HLB own. The 
correspondent of the Chicago Record 
says: 

Some person of a malicious disposi
tion has set afloat the report that 
3,000 persons are to be immediately 
appointed by the director of the cen
sus and selected pro. rata from the 
states upon the recommendation, of 
congressmen, and that 57,000 more ap
pointments upon congressional and 
senatorial recommendations will' fol
low during the early spring and sum
mer. As a natural consequence, Wash
ington is rapidly Ailing up with can
didates, and the congressional malls 
loaded with applications. The mem
bers of congress suspect that the cruel 
story must have been invented by some 
civil-service reformer to punish them 
for refusing to place the census enum
erators within the classified service, 
but whoever is responsible has caused 
a great deal of annoyance. There will 
probably be as many as 50,000 or 55,-
000 employed at one time or. another 
in taking the census, the greater por
tion of them for only a few weeks 
next year. A few experts will soon be 
selected to organize the bureau and 
prepare a plan, but it will be months 
before ordinary clerks or other em
ployes will be needed. M' ;- r 

The Burlington road—always doing 
something that will please the eye and 
gratify the taste—whether In the way 
of railroad building or railroad adver
tising, issues a handsome souvenir o£ 
St. Paul and Minneapolis. The book 
is durably and artistically bound and 
replete with excellent illustrations of 
the features of the two cities, the 
scenes in the parks and surrounding 
country, and portraying the excellence 
of the Burlington limited trains in 
design and finish. The souvenir is 
printed on the heaviest of paper, after 
the most approved fashion of the art 
typographical, and Is worthy the road 
that issues it in every way. 

Two New York lawyers will go to the 
supreme court of the United States in 
an argument for a uniform divorce 
law through the United States—where
by the divorce granted in any state 
may be declared valid in any other. 
The case in point is that of the division 
of an estate in Brooklyn, where the 
title of one of the principal claimants 
depends upon the validity of a divorce 
granted in North Dakota—and which 
the New York courts seek to set aside. 

The fledgling of the Minneapolis 
Times, who misrepresented public 
sentiment during the recent session 
of the legislature observes that there 
were thirty janitors in the housed The 
character of the stuff dished upj 
Times man 'merely goes to shi 
there were others who ought tS? 
been janitors but slid into the 
paper business by accident or 

Grigsby's rough riders w 
not get back into the sei 
though a provision was mi 
army reorganization bill 
trance of cowboy regimen' 
will be recruited up to a 
65,000 regulars and when 
is reached the necessity to: 
listinent of Grigsby's coi 
have been passed. 
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Senators Hansbrough and 'McCum-
ber have urged upon Superintendent 
Merriam of the census the advisabil
ity of appointing General ..Harrison 
Allin as chief of one of the -divisions. 
The genieral was indorsed by the North 
Dakota legislature for a position; and 
his ability as a statistician would make 
him a valuable 
department. 

census 

already 

The late special. 
spondent of the 
having demonstrati 
faction—that Seni 
about all that was " 
upper branch of the 
lature—is still devotii 
in the Journal—as if 
convinced. 

It is advanced that the personal liabil
ity law passed at the last session of the 
legislature may be unconstitutional be
cause of the amendment that the pro
visions of the law shall apply to train
men and switchmen only, and that this 
provision is in the nature of special legis
lation which is prohibited by the con
stitution. ; -

The Wallpeton Globe serves a smoking 
hot roast to Andrew Slotten, as senator 
from Richland county. And there was 
Thomas' good work—the Globe should 
remember this as well as what it 
claims to have been Slotten's bad work 
—Thomas who found all the woodchucks 
in the printers' bills. . 

The new book of specimens—from A^. 
D. Farmer & Son, type founders—is a 
concise and handsome publication—just 
such as might have been expected from 
Manager .Weatherly of the Chicago 
branch—who .appeals to publishers with 
the declaration—"not in the trust." 

Editor Irysh says Mandan is a .good 
place for a fair but it is a little out of 
reach of civilization. The Cass county 
editor forgets that Mandan is only five 
miles from Bismarck. 

W. F. Dunlap, formerly of the Valley 
City Times-Riecordi has gone into the 
real estate business at Bugene, Ore-, and 
writes' an entertaining letter to-^his 
former paper descriptive of the country. 
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LETTERS TO MRS. PIMKHAM FROM WOMEN 

< , *  ̂ RELIEVED OF SUFFERING 
(. • ' \ t s-
Mrs. George Osmun, of Bel vldere, Warren Co., N. J.,'writes: 

£V•• Suffering as I had from weakness, irregularities and back
ache for several years, a- release from this suffering was a 
blessing. Oh 1 how I wish more suffering women would accept 
your kind offer and be relieved. There is no need for women 
to suffer. Mrs. PinkhanTs advice and Lydia E. Pinkham's 
Vegetable Compound will relieve. 
them."- ,v%. 

- Mrs. Ida Peters, Milan,Tenn.( 
'writes: 

• •D EAR M RS. P INKHAM—When I 
wrote to you the first time asking 
your advice I was a great sufferer. |i|| 
Menstruations were irregular, 
sometimes a week tod soon and • 
then a week or two late, and whenS ;i^ 
they appeared were very profuse; 
great pain and tenderness in the 
bowels, pain in back and limbs, 
leucorrhcea all the time. I was 
weak and nervous and had no 
appetite. Burning and choking 
sensation in my throat. I received 
your reply and followed all your 
instructions and now I am cured. 
I owe my recovery all to Mrs. 
Pinkham's advice and her wonder* 
ful remedies." 

, ** 

Mrs. Maggie P. Stine, New 
Berlin, Pa., writes: 

"I have suffered with terrible 
backache in the small of my back 
for about seven years, and could 
never get anything to help me. 
I tried several physicians, but 
found no help. I have now taken ' 
three bottles of Lydia E. Pink
ham's Vegetable Compound, a,nd 
feel like a differtnt woman." > 

L V 
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ilrs. H. Am 134 Cedar Street, 
O'wosso, nich., writes: 

" Nearly three years ago I wrote 
to you asking advice in regard 
to my health. I was so miserable; 
suffered from painful menstru
ation and backache, was nervous, 
dizzy and faint. I received such-
a kind letter from you, telling me 
just what to do. I followed your 
advice and I now am recommend
ing Lydia E. Pinkham's Vege
table Compound. I thank God 
for this pain destroyer." 

. - Mrsm Hnkham Saves 

Mrs. MoDanMa9 Utam 

" Nearly all the time for seven 
years I was confined to my room. 
I consulted the best doctors in 
my town, and tried almost every
thing I could think of, but 
received no lasting benefit. My 
whole body was diseased,, and 
the pains I suffered no tongue 
can tell. I believe there is not 
a pain that any woman ever 
suffered but what I have had. 
I was troubled with backache, 
nervousness, a burning and con
stant distress in the stomach, 
painful menstruation, leucorrhcea, 
and at times very bad headaches. 
At last seeing your remedies 
so highly recommended I decided 
to try them, and to write to you 
concerning my troubles. 

, " After receiving your letter of 
advice, I followed your directions 
and have now taken four bottles: 

of Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable 
Compound, one of Blood Purifier, one-half bo* of Liver Pills, 

- and one and one-half packages of Sanative Wash, and can say 
that I feel like a new person. I think I should not have 

Igbeen on this earth now, had it not been for your medicine. 
01 cannot thank you enough for your advice to me and your 
^wonderful medicine."—Mrs. Qeorgia McDaniels.Viewfields, 

South Dakota. 

t Mrs. Pinkham's advice is promptly given 
without charge to all suffering women who 

^write to her at Lynn, Mass. for aid; 
She has helped thousands—rmay she not 

-help you?.,,,-. v 
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|M^ Piaiii, Milfen; Womm Have Been w' 

Helped by Mis. Pinkham's Advice 
and Medicine. 
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