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TWENTY-EIGHTH YEAR. BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, FRIDAY SEPT. 21, 1900. FIVE CENTS 

PAYS THEJENALTY 
Ira O. Jenkins Hanged in the Court House 

•Yard Friday Morning for Murder of 

Gust. Stark. 

Goes to the Scaffold Without a Tremor, Pro

testing His Innocence, But Leaves 
& e 

a Confession Behind. 

DEVIL-MAY-CARE TO THE LAST. 
Exonerates His Father in a Brief Written 

Statement, Taking the Guilt on 

Himself Alone. 

A Remarkable Exhibition of Bravado, Reck

lessness and Apparent Unfeeling in 

His Last Hours of Life. 

With a dismal wind sighing through 
the pine enclosure erected for his exe
cution, and a drizzling rain falling 
steadily, Ira O. Jenkins this morning 
expiated hie crime, in the murder of 
August Stark, last spring. A thun
derstorm began at 5 o'clock in the 
morning, and the rain fell steadily un
til 8 o'clock. The execution was to 
have taken place .between 5 and 7 
o'clock, but Sheriff Bogue did not pro
ceed until after the intensity of the 
Storm had lessened. It was 5 minutes 
past 8 o'clock when the march to the 
scaffold began and at 8:30 the body 
htwi been cut down and placed in the 
coffin in readiness for the reception of 
his remains. The neck at the exe
cuted man was broken and he was 
pronounced dead by Dr. Matchan at 
8:23. 

The scene on the scaffold and the 
demeanor of Jenkins during the last 
hours of his life stamped him as a re
markable example of depravity and 
villainy. From the time he had break
fast at about 4 o'clock in the morning 
until ifche cap had been pulled down 
over his face just before the trap was 
sprung his conversation was inter
larded with vulgarity, profanity and 
blasphemy. He did not seem to real
ize his condition or care that the end 
of his life was soon to be reached. 
Never once was there an expression of 
genuine feeling, remorse, sorrow or 
fear. His breakfast of ham and eggs 
he ate heartily, pausing to criticise the 
quality of the ham with profane em
phasis. After his breakfast lie sat in 
his cell, smoked and made occasional 
remarks to the jailors, deputies and 
those who were permitted to see him 
in his cell. He commented flippantly 
on the rain which delayed the execu
tion and other matters which came to 
him from time to time, or were sug
gested by reflections of his approach
ing end. When the deatn warrant 
was read to him at 8 o'clock by Sheriff 
Bogue he heard it through, with ap
parent carelessness, and when it was 
finished asked nonchalantly: "Is that 
all?" He asked to nave the death 
warrant given him, that he might sig
nify his contempt for it. 

The delay in the time of the execu
tion did not seem to make him nerv-
out, and except for paleness there was 
little trace of nervousness In his ap
pearance and manner. When the cell 
door opened to pass him out for the 
last time, he stepped out briskly and 
held out his hands for the handcuffs. 
He offered no objections when his 
bonds were cuifed and his arms 
strapped to his sides, and the black cap 
placed on top of his head. His last 
remark to the sheriff was garnished 
with an oath, as was nearly his last 
remark on the scaffold before the drop-
was sprung. i 

The deputies and witnesses to the 
execution arrived at the court house 

at hours ranging from 2 to 4 o'clock in 
the morning, and waited until the hour 
for the execution. The sky was over
cast, and. at the time at which it was 
thought to hold the execution, the light 
outside was insufficient The rain in
creased and the wind howled rather 
dismally, but neither the weather nor 
his impending doom seemed to affect 
t'he prisoner. He waited in his cell, 
sometimes sitting near the door con
versing with those who sat outside, 
sometimes walking the floor of the 
cell. At no time did he appear to 
weaken, during the several hours that 
he waited for the summons to the gal
lows. 

Deputy Sheriff E. G. Patterson was 
with the prisoner during the hours be
tween 'his breakfast and the execution, 
urging him to tell the truth regarding 
the murder before the execution, and 
to shake hands with his father. Last 
night Jenkins and his father were to
gether, the son angrily asking the 
father if he did not intend to help him 
out, presumably by admitting his own 
guilt. The old man refused and the 
son poured out a torrent of oaths and 
abu$e against him, threatening him 
with violence if he were out able to 
reach him. This morning, however, 
Jenkins shook hands with his father 
and bade • him good bye. He also 
stated to Mr. Patterson that he had 
written a confession of his guilt and 
placed i't in his pocket and thajt it 
would be found aifter he was dead. He 
told him further that he would not de
clare his guilt on the scaffold, because 
if he declared himself innocent his 
friends might yet rush in and save him. 
All through his imprisonment await
ing execution, Jenkins has held hope 
that some power would intervene to 
sdve him, ajad this did not desert him 
even on the scaffold, and he died with 
a declaration of innocence on his lips, 
while in his pocket was a lettter ad
mitting his guilt and asking the offi
cials to clear the "old man." Such a 
contradiction of statements arid declar
ations, a man dying upon the scaffold 
declaring his Innocence witn his last 
breath and wilbh a letter on his person 
admitting his guilt, is rarely encoun
tered. 

Jenkins did not weaken on the way 
to the scaffold, as many expected he 
would do. He marched out with a 
firm step between Deputies Ode and 
Bowman. He needed no support and 
walked through the' window in the 
court room and down the six or seven 
steps leading to the scaffold platform 
without faltering. He carried a cigar 
in his mouth and as he stepped through 
the window to where he got his first 
glimpse of the (trap, puffed out smoke 
in dense clouds. 'He stepped briskly 
down to the trap and took his -stand 
upon It with the noose dangling over 
his shoulder. Down below he saw 
the witnesses and called out greetings 

to several whom he recognized in clear 
tones. He paused for a moment be
tween salutations he exchanged, cleared 
his throait arid began to speak. "I see 
down there a great many people" he 
said "who are anxious to see me hung. 
I see a great many young men down 
there, and to them I want to say that 
liquor did this." Hero he stopped, 
an & his opening statement led the 
witnesses to think that he would fol
low this with a complete confession. 
But he changed the tenor of his re
marks and broke into a violent tirade 
against his attorney. He talked in 
this strain for several minutes and 
tjien declared that he was innocent of 
the crime for which he was about to 
suffer punishment. He paused, and the 
noose was adjusted*about his neck and 
the black cap pulled down- over his 
face. After the cap had been drawn 
down completely over his features he 
shouted through its folds in a loud tons 
of voice "I am an innocent man." The 
lever was sprung and the condemned 
man shot down through the trap. The 
body swayed slightly and turned as 
the rope was tightened. The trap 
was swung at 8:14, and at 8:23 the last 
sign of life had vanished. The body 
was cut down and placed in a coffin 
which was there to receive it, and was 
taken immediately 'to the home of his 
relatives, whence it will be Interred. 

When the body was taken down a 
sealed envelope containing a number 
oi letters in 'his handwriting were 
taken from his person. The only let
ter of public interest was a brief note 
addressed to Mr. Patterson, signed Ira 
O. Jenkins, which read: "Please clear 
tne old man for I take all the guilt on 
myself." Another note was addressed 
to States Attorney Allen, stalting the 
fact that he had left a letter which 
would clear the old man. 

The funeral of Jenkins will take 
place from the home of his relatives 
tomorrow morning aJt 10 o'clock. The 
remains have been taken there, and 
there was little distortion or disfigure
ment of the features discovered when 
the cap was removed. There is a gooci 
deal of sympathy for the young wife 
and the mother-in-law of Jenkins, who 
have been persistent in their efforts to 
save him from the gallows. It is to 
be regretted that the sins of the young 
man should find such an end as will 
cloud the lives of the women who 
have been left behind. Aside from 
his wife, Jenkins leaves an infant 
cnild. 

With the confession of Jenkins that 
his father was not guilty of u*e crime, 
the case against the father, James M. 
Jenkins, will be dismissed. StateS 
Attorney Allen will file the written 
statement of the executed man exon
erating his father, with his reasons for 
the dismissal of the case, and the old 
man will probably be released in a day 
or two. 

The preparations for the execution 
were all made by Sheriff Bogue, and 
the matter has been a considerable 
strain upon him. That the mandate 
of the law was so well and fittingly car
ried out, without hitch or incident, is 
due to his care and watchfulness, and 
he is to be given credit lor the same 
faithful execution of the duties of his 
office in this case that has characterised 
him in all cases that have come before 
him for action. 

THE CRIME. 
The crime for which Jenkins was 

convicted and executed is so recent as 
to be familiar to all residents of the 
county. Last spring Ira Jenkins 
brought word that a dead man had b:ea 
found in the coal mine at their place. 
The authorities went out and discov
ered tlhe dead man to be GuSt Stark, 
who had been working for the Jenkins 
family. When Jenkins and his father 
were questioned they told such contra
dictory stories about the discovery of 
the body -that they were suspected. The 
two men were placed in confinement 
and before the coroner's jury told the 
same contradictory stories. States 
Attorney Allen subjected them to a 
rigid cross-examination and filed in
formations against them for murder, 
upon the verdict of the coroner's jury. 
Mr. Allen has been convinced from 
the first that Ira Jenkins was the man 
who killed Stark and he prosecuted the 
case with that view, weaving such a 
chain of evidence against him that he 
was convicted and sentenced to death. 
Prior to the trial, the father confessed 
that his son had killed Stark and 
the two had agreed to conceal the 
crime. Jenkins the younger made 
counter charges against the father but 
the jury at the trial did not believe his 
statements tor they found him guiity 
and fixed Che penalty of his crime at 

death, which sentence was executed 
this morning. 

A TRIUMPHANT TODR 
Roosevelt Greeted by Great Crowds 

Between Fargo and Bis

marck. 

Indoor Meetings Held at Jamestown 

and Valley City, Because of the 

Weather. 

Jamestown, Sept. 1."..—(Special.— 
Although stormy along the line crowds 
of people assembled at every station 
to greet Governor Roosevelt. One 
minute stops have been made at all 
stations except Valley City and James
town. The hall at the former place 
could not hold half the people but 
the outdoor meeting had to be aban
doned on account of the rain. 

At Jamestown it was the same, 
Roosevelt speaking at the opera house. 
The feature here was a juvenile com
pany in uniform. Roosevelt here met 
a private in his regiment who served 
as inspiration for a splendid patriotic 
speech. Mr. A. P. Clark of New York, 
a fine speaker, Curtis Guild of Boston 
and Senators' Carter and Hansbrough 
and ex-Senator Wilson are with the 
party and will speak at Bismarck to
night. 

NEW TELEGRAPH CO. 

SUIT BROUGHT TO COMPEL THE 
N. P. TO DO COMMERCIAL TELE
GRAPH Bb SI NESS. 
St. Paul, Sept. lit.—Judge William 

Lochran of the United States circuit 
court yesterday issued an order for the 
Northern Pacific railway to appear on 
October 10,, and show cause why the 
United States, in its suit against the 
Northern Pacific Railway company et 
al„ should not be allowed to file a sup
plementary bill, making the Northern 
Pacific Railway company a party to 
the action. 

The suit is one begun in IS! 10 against 
the Northern Pacific Railroad company 
and the Western Union Telegraph 
company and others. Under the char
ter and grant of land and right of way 
given to the Northern Pacific and un
der subsequent acts of congress, it is 
obligatory upon the railroad to build 
and maintain a telegraph line along its 
entire right of way and branch lines 
for railway, governmental, commercial 
and all other purposes. The company 
accepted these conditions and has, the 
complaint states, failed to comply with 
them, but has made an exclusive con
tract with the Western Union Tele
graph company for the same. 

In 1893 the Northern Pacific Rail
road company went into the hands of 
receivers, and in 1890 the mortgage on 
the property was foreclosed and the 
present Northern Pacific Railway com
pany organized. The railway com
pany claims that the obligations stated 
in the bill ceased with the foreclosure 
proceedings and termination of the ex
istence of the railroad company. 

The government claims that the 
Northern Pacific Railway company ac
quired the right of way and charter of 
the old company, subject to the obli
gations imposed by the charter and 
subsequent acts of congress, and asks 
that present contracts be set aside, 
annulled and cancelled, and that the 
present company maintain and oper
ate, without favor or discrimination, 
telegraph lines along its entire right 
of way and branch lines for railroad, 
governmental, commercial, and all 
other purposes, and exercise by itself 
all the franchises conferred by acts of 
congress. 

TROUBLE IN SIGHT. 

MINE OWNERS RESENT THE AC
TIVITY OF WALKING DELE
GATES AT THEIR MINES. 
Hazelton, Pa., Sept. 19.—Trouble is 

brewing about Merkle Bros, mines ait 
Jeddo, where union men last night 
succeeded in getting several hundred 
men to quit work in four mines be
longing to that firm. Merckle says 
it is possible he will prevent trespass 
by calling on the state for troops, first 
calling on the coal and iron police and 
sheriffs posse. Merckle mines prob
ably will lead in the issue of military 
forces. 

-iV, , 

SHUT DOWN. 
Shamokin, Sept. 19.—The Alaska, 

Mount Carmel, Gceeneyedge and Na
talie collieries at Mount Carmel shut 
down today. 

T. W ^ 

THE BOES'S SHARE. 
Inside History of Sulzer, the Bryanite, 

and His Meeting for the Relief 

of the Boers. 

A Collection of Si,8oo, Out of which the 

Boers Got $18 and some 

Few Cents. 

A Practical Illustration of the Value of 

the Democratic Sympathy 

and Support. 

Washington, Sept. 1.1.—(Special 
Correspondence.)—For the past few 
weeks the Washington public lias been 
highly entertained by a serio-comic 
fight in the camp of the gentlemen who 
so loudly proclaim their monopoly of 
the good motives of the universe. The 
occasion for this ludicrous jumble was 
furnished by the recent visit of the 
Boer delegates to the capital. 

When it was positjvely known that 
they were coming, it was the intention 
of the citizens, irrespective of party, 
to tender them a proper reception. 
However, before a meeting could be 
called by the representative business 
men of Washington the irrepressible 
Hon. William Sulzer, the Tammany 
congressman who revolves like a pin-
wheel, bobbed up and seized upon the 
undertaking. 

It appears that Sulzer had taken the 
precaution to have some correspond
ence with the Boer officials, ana this, 
according to his East side mode of 
reasoning, clearly entitled him to pitch 
in and become the whole thing. He 
called a meeting which was composed 
largely of gentlemen of the Sulzer cal
ibre and from which the substantial 
citizens of Washington remained stud
iously away. Sulzer was chosen as 
chairman of the committee to receive 
the Boers and was clothed with extra
ordinary power. He appointed the 
sub-committee, arranged the pro
gram for the reception and public meet
ing, and the hand of the Tammany 
statesman was to be found in all the 
most important details. It was to be 
a Sulzerian affair from start to finish. 

By this time it was plain to be seen 
that the affair was being utilized as a 
democratic campaign card. Demo
cratic senators and representatives 
were selected as vice-presidents and 
orators for the meeting, but the pro
grams were so carefully arranged that 
at each of these functions Mr. Sulzer 
was the principal orator. All the 
other orators revolved about the Tam
many congressman and at every turn 
the Boer delegates made they bumped 
into a large chunk of the eloquence 
that made Sulzer famous. 

The climax came the night the meet
ing was held in the Grand opera house, 
Sulzer was in his glory and the only 
person who approached him was the 
Hon. Webster Davis, who was fresh 
from his famous exploits in South 
Africa. It was upon this occasion Mr. 
Davis paid his much talked of eulogy 
to former Consul Macrum and recited 
his thrilling experience with the 
"horse dragoons." The speeches of 
Sulzer, Davis, the Hon. "Windy" Allen 
of Nebraska, and a few of the lesser 
lights were touching, and that was just 
what they were intended to be. 

After the speeches were well under 
way Mr. Sulzer announced that a col
lection for the benefit of the widows 
and orphans of the Boer soldiers would 
be taken up, and he immediately 
called for subscriptions, leading off 
himself with a liberal sum. Repeated
ly would bulzer call the names of 
members of the audience and suggest 
that they contribute. Placed in such 
uncomfortable positions, there was 
nothing for them to do but "shell out," 
and when the sand-bagging process 
had been completed it was supposed 
that the widows and orphans of the 
Boers would be the recipients of over 
$1,800. The meeting was voted a suc
cess from a financial standpoint and' 
the Boer delegates appeared to be 
highly pleased over the showing of 
substantial sympathy. 

But it is the sequel that amuses. By 
this time the pro-Boer movement in 
Washington had degenerated openly 
into a democratic anti-expansion and 
Bryan side-show and the Bryanites 
were whooping it up to the best of their 
ability. However, there was some de
gree of satisfaction to be found in the 
fact that $1,800 had been raised for the 
distressed families of the Boer soldiers, 
and the thought that they were to be 

A pike under 12 ounces must not be 
taken from the water in Australia. 

relieved even to that extent was pleas
ing. 

Mr. Sulzer, by reason of his position 
as supreme dictator,, was made the 
•ustodian and disbursing agent of the 

fund and was authorized to apply the 
same to the suffering Doers as his 
judgment should dictate. How well 
he did .this is shown by the report of 
the committee appointed to investigate 
the- affair. 

Dr. W. A. Crol'fut is one of the most 
rampant of the local anti-expansion
ists. He also niakos a specialty of 
pro-Boer sympathies. Being an all 
around anti-administration man, the 
doctor entered heartily into the recep
tion of the delegates from South Africa 
believing that considerable democratic 
capital might be made out of the affair 
if it were only properly worked. How
ever, the doctor is not an ardent ad
mirer of Sulzer and a short time ago 
he took it upon himself to make in
quiry as to the number of Boer wid
ows and orphans relieved by the .$1,800 
fund. 

A little investigation convinced Dr. 
Croffut that none of the money had 
been expended as its donors intended 
it should be and he openly charged 
that it had been diverted. This led to 
a call for a meeting of the Sulzer com
mittee. 

At that time the busy Tammany 
statesman was engaged in circulating 
between Lincoln and Kansas City in 
his memorable candidacy for the vice-
presidential nomination and his admir
ers declared that Croffut's charges 
were but tne outcome of a deep-laid 
plot of the trusts and English money 
to bring about Sulzer's defeat. But 
Croffut is a persistent person and con
tinued to insist that there was some
thing wrong. 

Finally he succeeded in securing a 
report which showed that after the ex
pense of the Grand opera house meet
ing had been paid and a few incidentals 
liquidated, the sum of $18 and a few 
odd cents remained for the Boer wid
ows and orphans. 

It was under the cover of "inciden
tals" the richness was found. Under 
this head railway fares, hotel bills and 
livery bills for Tammany politicians 
were paid. 

But the greatest of all were the wine 
bills. 

It is no wonder that the $1,800 sub
scription was made to melt so rapidly. 
When a Tammany statesman under
takes to quench his thirst for liquor 
something is bound to give way, and 
in this particular case it was the fund 
for the widows and orphans of the 
Boer soldiers that vanished. 

According to the report of the audit
ing committee the Washington recep
tion to the Boer delegates was a dis
graceful debauch and the gentlemen 
who traveled in good faith from South 
Africa to the capital were imposed up
on in the most shameful manner. 

Dr. Croffut is an ardent supporter 
of Mr. Bryan, but he denounces the 
conduct of the democratic politicians 
in the most emphatic language. 

Up to the present time the $18 and 
few odd cents remain in the hands of 
the treasurer of the committee, sub
ject to the order of Mr. Sulzer. After 
this shall have been disposed of an
other incident in democratic sympathy 
for down-trodden humanity may be 
considered as closed. 

JUD IS IT. 

TALL SYCAMORE RENOMINATED 
BY THE REPUBLICANS FOR THE 
SENATE. 
Pembina, N. D., Sept. 19.—The First 

legislative district republican conven
tion was held yesterday, the attend
ance being large and considerable in
terest being manifested. The follow
ing ticket was nominated: 

For State Senator—Judson LaMoure. 
For Representauves—W. J. Watt 

and I. J. Chevalier. 

THE DEFENSE. 
Frankfort, Ky., Sept -19.—The de

fense in the Howard trial began. 
Forty witnesses will be called. Howard . 
took the stand and testified he was sit
ting at a fire in the board of trade ho
tel when Goebel was shot He denied 
the remarks attributed to him by Cul-
ton. 

CHILLY AT BUTTE. 
Butte, Sept 19.—Roosevelt left here 

at 2 this morning for Salt Lake via 
Pocatello. The sentiment of the 
crowds at the Columbia garden meet-
lng last night was antagonistic to 
Roosevelt and the campaign commit
tee felt correspondingly glum about 
Montana. •-"•t 
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