
The season for hibernation is 
approaching. The process of hi 

bemating is practiced by many 
animals that live two or mort 

years, yeet have no provision for 

maintaining active life during the 
adverse circumstances of winter 
The chief reason why any ani- 
mal hibernates seems to be thal 
the temperature gts too low for 
the adequate functioning of his 

•body or his food supply becomes 
insufficient. There may be other 
reasons. 

The word hibernation simply 
means winter sleep. It is derived 
from the Latin word “hibernus” 
which means winter. There is a 

difference ebtween ordinary sleep 
and the long, profound sleep of 
winter. While this differs in dif- 
ferent types of animals, it covers 

a season instead of a day or nigh^ 
period. Certain hibernating mam- 

mals as chipmunks and gophers 
wake up on warm days of win- 
ter and eeat stored food. Other 
warm blooded animals remain 
asleep throughout the winter, as 

polar bears, badgers, skunks and 
others. They live on the stored 
fat in their bodies. Their weights 
are greatly reduced during the 
period of hibernation. 

In case of warm blooded ani- 

mals, which includes birds and 

mammals, the body temperature 
is reduced to a very low degree, 
espcially if the sleep is to last 
all winter. Breathing is almost 
imperceptible and the pulse rate 
is slow and difficult to detect. 
Only one bird has ever been 

found hibernating. It was a poor- 
will in the southern part of the 
Rocky Mountains. It is a relative 
of our Chuck-Will’s Widows and 
the Whip-Poor-Wills. 

The cold blooded animls have 
a temperature just above that at 
which they would freeze. In some 
cases this is about the freezing 
point of wateer. Their tempera- 
ture is usually slightly above 
that of the immediate surround- 
ings. 

Winter Homes of Snakes 
Reptile, being cold blooded ani- 

mals, thrive better in tropical 
and sub-tropical regions. Some 
have become adapted to the tem- 
perate zones and are found as 

fare north as southern Canada. 
In case of the more enortherly 
species, they have to hibernate 
on account of both temperature 
and food. Their period of hiber- 
nation is much longer than that 
of warmer climate forms. Most 
snakes have found their winter 
home before the first kiling frost 
reaches their region. In warm 
climats no hibernation is neces- 

sary as in tropical and sub-tro- 
pical regions. 

Already the snakes of the nor- 
thern part of the United State! 
and the higher altitudes of the 
Rocky Mountains and the Ap- 
palachain Mountains are under 
cover. Those in the Gulf States 
may still be active but will be 
hidden away soon. 

Sites chosen by snakes are us- 

ually spaces not otherwise occu- 
pied under the ground or under 
objects on the ground which of- 
fers them adequate protection 
from the cold and other hazards. 
In rocky regions, spaces under 
ledges are commonly chosen. The 
larger snakes usually choose large 
openings where several can be 
accommodated. In limestone re- 

gions where cavees of small size 
are frequent, they are a favorite 
site. In mountainous areas snake 
dens have been found contain- 
ing a few hundred individuals 
and several species. 

It seems to be a custom among 
snakes to return to their old win- 
ter home year after yeear. It is 
also known that snakes may tra- 
vel a few miles from their sum- 

mer activities of feeding and 
breeding to occupy the hibernat- 
ing den. How far they may wan- 
der and be able to reeturn is 
not known. 

Man-Made Homes 
Snakes seem to accept man- 

made homes just as readily as 

those provided by nature. What 
they want for the winter sleep 
or period of dormacy is protec- 
tion. The manner of origin is of 
little importance, he Camp Shel- 
by experience between the first 
and second World Wars will il- 
lustrate this point. 

During World War I many 
buildings were erecteed at the 
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Roger Johnson 
Named Assistant 
To MSC's McCain 

Hattiesburg, Miss. — The ap- 
pointment of Lt. Col. Roger B. 
Johnson as administrative assis- 

tant to President William D. Mc- 
Cain was announced last Friday 
at Mississippi Southern College, 

Johnson is a graduate of Mis- 
sissippi State College where he 
received the BS in 1838 and the 
MS in 1949. A native of Amory, 
Miss., he has held the post of ad- 
ministrative assistant to Adjutant 
General W. P. (Pat) Wilson since 
1953. 

The 39-year-old appointee, vet- 
eran of both World War II and 
the Korean conflict, is a recent 
graduate of the Command & Gen- 
eral Staff College at Ft. Leaven- 
worth, Kan. 

Entering service as a second 
lieutenant during World War II, 
Johnson emerged an artillery ma- 

jor in 1945. Among the service 
ribbons and medals he holds are 
the Purple Heart, American De- 
fense, American Theater, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbond, with one 

star; European Theater ribbon 
with four stars and World War II 
Victory Medal. He also holds the 
Army of Occupation Medal—Ger- 
many. 

Following his discharge in 1945 
Johnson taught, coached and en- 

gaged in administrative work in 
Lowndes County and Columbus, 
Miss, schools until Sept., 1949. At 
that time he accepted a post as 
administrative assistant to the 
115th AAA Gun Battalion, serv- 

ing with that unit when it was 
inducted into Federal service dur- 
ing the Korean struggle. During 
this period he received the Na- 
tional Defense Service Ribbon. 

camp having concrete foundations 
and floors. After that war the 
camp was abondoned and the 
frame buildinngs were removed 
or fell to ruin. The concrete foun- 
dations and floors remained. In 
many instances there were open- 
ings between the concrete floors 
and the ground that offered pro- 
tection for snakes of the area. 
The diamond-back rattlesnake in 
particular made use of these hi- 
bernating sites. 

Over the years a great number 
of diamond-backs used these ac- 
commodations without attracting 
but little if any atteention of lo- 
cal people. This seems to be a 
habit of all snakes to seek their 
winter homes as quitely and 
safely as possible. Few of the 
sites are located or known of by 
the people generally. 

When Camp Shelby was re- 
activated in 1940, the old con- 
crete blocks of the building floors 
had to be removed. Many men, 
includding college students .were 
emploj^ed to break the concrete 
with sledge hammers. In this 
process many diamond-backs, as 
well as other species, were found 
under the concrete. Many were 
killed by the workmen. As spring 
and summer came on, many of 
the snakes left their homes for 
the summer. During their absence 
the home was destroyed. 

Small Snakes and Lizards 
The burrowing snakes, the 

small forms, and the lizards seem 
to be satisfied with small hiding 
places that accommodate only 
one, or at the most only a few 
individuals. Small holes in the 
ground below the frost line or 

under debris wil suffice. Hollow 
trees and loose bark make good 
homes. 

Most reptiles, snakes, lizards, 
and turtles are fat now and rea- 
dy for the long winter’s sleep 
known as hibernation. 

ALONG THE R. F. D. 
By Rose Budd Stevens 

Shady Rest is already making 
ready for the winter days ahead. 
Great piles of firewood are scat- 
tered here andAhere through the 
woods at the upper place; wait- 
ing for a rainy day, to be hauled 
to the house. There it will be 
stacked in neat rows or cords, so 

the boys of the family can be paid. 
A visitor questioned our wis- 

dom of paying the boys for doing 
something they wall benefit by. 
True they will roast their shins 
and toes by the fires this winter, 
marshmallow's will be toasted, 
peanuts and potatoes cooked in 
the great ash banks allowed to 
collect at each end of the dog 
irons, but Dale and I feel they 
need extra spending money and 
what could be nicer than letting 
your own sons make money that 
is slose to home. 

Even tho Tim is paid and we 

feel well, he tries to get the whole 
family to be stingy with the wood; 
where we pile on five or six 
pieces at once and send the flames 
roaring into the chimney, Tim 
says, “Draw your chairs closer to 
the hearth, and put on only three 
or four pieces at the most.” 

I want to enjoy a good fire and 
if I must be stingy with the wood, 
I’ll simply sit in the kitchen and 
turn on the gas heat indeed I 
like a fire that causes you to push 
back awray from the flames and 
one that gives dancing light to 
the room. I like the great shad- 
ows the flickering flames cause 
to be thrown on the walls; I like 
the reflection on the window 
panes, and hope those who pass 
by enjoy the sparks sailing from 
our chimney top. 

October is a special month to 
me the children are in school 
and I do many things I enjoy do- 
ing alone. I like to take long 
walks into the woods, packing a 
lunch of cheese and biscuits, an 

apple or bunch of grapes sev- 
eral cookies and a bottle of milk. 
When I go by the spring that 
feeds Agnes Branch I put the milk 
bottle into the icy cold water, and 
hang the blue striped ticking sack 
high on a limb in the old beech 
tree safe against, wandering cows 
and hungry dogs sure to be sniff- 
ing around the woods now that 
squirrel are frisking about in such 
plenty. 

If my luck is good I discover a 
few last-lingering wild plums on 
a little tree behind the Gene 
House. I go straight to the buck- 
eye tree and gather my pockets 
full of nuts these are for good 
luck and what have you to wish 
for rub the nut of a buckeye 
tree and wish; sure as you stand 
on two feet, better get out of the 
way, for here will come your wish 
on rushing wings ... so say the 
old folks who believe in such 
things, as horse shoes, four leaf 
clovers, knocking on wood, frizzy 
hens and buckeye nuts. 

I gather limbs from the sweet 
gum tree red, yellow and pur- 
ple leaves all on the same limb 

these will look just right in 
the old churn richly brown 
and tan stone. I must gather 
weeds and seed pods of all kinds, 
they grow so thick in such beauti- 
ful shades of brown, tan and 
cream at the Upper Place. I want 
arrangements of dried materials 
in every room for the next two 
months; then comes Christmas 
with all its color and dash. 

I am reminded of a poem “Sea- 
son of Weeds,” I clipped to use 
in my writings. It is so right for 
our roadsides and wastelands. 

SEASON OF WEEDS 
Season of weeds, curiously tall— 
Pokeberry, burdock, iron weed, 

nettle; 
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Information 
On Selective 
Service 

Col. J. W. Patton, Jr., State Di- 
rector of Selective Service for 
Mississippi, today announced that 
he is sending out a letter to all 
high schools in the State asking 
the superintendents and princi- 
pals to call attention of the male 
students to their obligation to reg- 
ister with their Selective Service 
Local Boards when they reach 
age eighteen. 

Colonel Patton stated, “We are 

asking the schools to impress upon 
the boys that they are required 
to REGISTER within five days 
following their 18th birthday. 
Failure to comply with this law 
could result in ‘immediate induc- 
tion into the armed forces as a 

delinquent, or punishment by a 

fine or imprisonment, or both.” 
He further stated the Congress 

of the niUted States has stressed 
the importance of the American 
youth completing high school and 
college educations, and has made 
provision in the Universal Mili- 
tary Training and Service Act for 
a registrant taking a full-time 
course of instruction in high 
school to be deferred until he 
graduates or until he reaches 20 
years of age. 

Colonel Patton’s letter explains 
that a registrant who is acutally 
attending classes in college when 
reached for induction is given de- 
ferment by la wto the end of that, 
academic year. Thereafter he may 
be deferred on through college if 
he makes the required scholastic 
standing, or makes at least 70 on 
the College Qualification Test. 

Each boy also has the privilege 

Ragwood towering over all! 
Teasel, milkweed, mullein, thistle. 

Old field balsam, pungently 
sweet; 

Hyssop, willow-herb and yar- 
row; 

St.-John’s-wort, golden at our 

feet; 
Jewel weed in every meadow. 

Weeds full-grown—a marvelous 
sight. 

Many have reached a giant’s 
stature 

Frost will level them overnight 
Always that is the way of nature. 

—Copied. 
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of making a choice before he 
reaches age I8V2, as to whether he 
will pay his military obligation to 
his country through the reserves 
of the armed forces and be de- 
ferred from active service, or 
whether he prefers active duty in 
the armed forces for two, three, 
or four years. Under provisions of 
the Reserve Act of 1952, as 
amended August 9, 1955, he can 
elect to enter an organized unit 
of a reserve component before he 
reaches age 18 »/2 and satisfy this 
obligation without too much in- 
terference with his high school or 
college education, or employment. 
Any local board will be glad to 
give full particulars in regard to 
this program. 

It costs an average $500 a year 
to operate the average U.S. farm 
tractor. 
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School Lunch 
Program Is 
Underway 

W. S. Griffin, Jackson, State 
Supervisor of the Mississippi 
School Lunch Program, announc- 

ed that the school lunch and spe- 
cial milk programs are off to a 

goo dstart in Mississippi for the 
1956-57 school sessions. School ap- 
plications for the lunch program 
total 1059 and 1064 have applied 
for the special milk program. The 
milk program is now available to 
non-profit, childcare institutions 
such as nurseries, kindergartens, 
childcare centers, summer camps 
and others. 
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JUST THE FLICK OF A FINGER from a speeding automo- 

bile. A glowing cigarette lands in a clump of sun-dried 
grass. In minutes, the roaring blaze of another range fire 
races across the land. 

Our open ranges are particularly susceptible to fire 
because of the quickness with which the flames spread. 
The term "go like wildfire” is handed down from the 
pioneers who knew only too well the dreaded speed and 
devastation of these holocausts. 

Each year thousands of acres of valuable range lands 
are blackened in the U.S. Range fires burn grain, cattle 
and other livestock—destroy farms and ranches. The tragic 
part of all this is that range fires can be prevented! Because 
9 out of 10 range fires are caused by carelessness—yours 
and your neighbor’s. 

Pledge yourself to be extra careful this year with 
matches, smokes, campfires, clearing fires—any fire. Make 
sure every spark is out—dead out! 

Rfptot ofltt m* 

| CAREFUL^ I jj 
Only you can 

IWBI URGE HK5! 
Dixie Pine Products Co. 

• Hattiesburg % 

Hercules Powder Company 
# Hattiesburg • 


