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caught blossoming there! 

”” 

Oh, yes, we can be proud of ourselves! Indeed, we can hold 
up our heads! We don't need more industry, we need less, fewer 
brains and less liberalism, we need fewer men with intelligence in 
matters of business,- we need more of those great political lead- 
ers who tell us they are "from behind the plow, just ordinary clod- 
hoppers." And note, please, they know more about finance that 
the combined brains of Wall Street; they know more about gov- 
ernment than the combined brains of Washington, including the 

Supreme Court of the United States, Yes, we need more men like 
these, more men to shout and rave and rant about the crime of 
"Black Monday," May 17th, 1954. We need these men who think 
that because a fellow-man believes in National Honor, he is a tool 
of the NAACP. Brother, if we do need them, we got them! 

We have become poorer, ornerier and meaner than a spavin- 
ed, distempered mule, we, the people of Mississippi, propose to 

kick; we don't care a damned to build up,- we wish to tear down, 
if it means having our "Old Southern Customs." 
i Through our loud mouthed, rabble rousing, baggy pants, 
greasy fizzled councils, let us tell the world where to head-in. 
We've got them by the tail with a down hill pull. Why raise the 
Standard of living for the Negro, making him able to buy our pro- 
ducts? Let him raise his own standard ... are we our brother's 
keeper? No, let the lowest per capita income in the nation hold 
rein over us from now on. Let our state ideal be high. We are not 

in need of respect of our fellowman ... let us kick in the teeth of 
any man who advocates intelligence. 

Let's drive from the state those sixty-five percent of college 
graduates; but let's not stop here, let's get all self-respecting per- 
sons on the run, too. Let's encourage the greats among our polii- 
cal leaders. They can talk, and that's what we need ... more talk. 

^ More money, more industry, is nonsense ... let's keep the money 
; power out by keeping them afraid of us. Instead of raising per 

capita income, let's raise members for the citizen's councils. In- 
stead of adding strength to our argument, let's just raise our 

voices! 
Is it true what they saiy about Dixie? Indeed, there is more 

truth than just what they say! 
Is somehing really wrong here in the land of cotton? 
Well, not much! Nothing, really, that couldn't be cured by 

sending off sixty-five percent of our political leaders and other 
■ natives, and inducing the sixty-five percent of college graduates 

to remain! 

Equality... 
any philanthropic group—an at- 
tempt to apply the principle of 

equality spells death to the or- 

ganization. You cannot, in the 
name of equality, elect to office 

anyone who happens to desire it, 
or even to deserve it by reason of 
faithfulness. You have to elect 
the best leadership you can get, 
and if you do not, the entire 

group suffers. 
There is another difficulty 

! about this matter of equality. It 

appears to belong to the nature 
of man not to want equality un- j 
less he, himself, is to benefit from 

it. It is the underdog, not the 

overdog—if there is such an an- 

imal: I never seem to have heard 
K 

of him, but there must be one— 

with few exceptions, it is only 
the underdog who wants equality. 
And what could be more natural? 
What he wants is to be the over- 

dog himself. It is the nature of 

the human animal to reject rath- 

er than to practice equality. Hens 

have their pecking order, and so 

do human beings, if I appraise 
them correctly. 

We in this country tend to 

think of the consciousness of su- 

periority as belonging to white 

Protestant Americans of British 
descent. It belongs to humanity. 
It all depends on who is in the 

majority and who is in control 
Back in New England where I 

come from there are several areas 

of dense Roman Catholic popula- 
i tion. This is particularly true of 

Boston. The children in those 

neighborhoods have a phrase you 

may not have heard before. Did 

you ever hear of “Black Protes- 

tants”? That is what Protestant 
children are often called in a pre- 
dominantly Roman Catholic 
neighborhood. 

In the outer rim of so-called 

4‘nice” suburbs, there is often 

bitter criticism on the part of the 

Jewish community that Jews are 

excluded. And they often are. 

But in Brookline, which is now 

predominantly Jewish, there is a 

lesious problem for Gentile chil- 

dren because they are excluded 
from Jewish sororities and fra- 
ternities where much of the so- 

cial life of the teen-agers of the 
community centers. And here in 
our own community we learned 
recently of a labor union in Vir- 
ginia that led the fight to con- 

tinue segregation. 
One thing more: Do we recog- 

nize how close we come to ex- 

plicit communist philosophy in 
calling for equality? It was 

Marx’s teaching that in the so- 

cialist phase of the revolution the 
economic principle would be 
“From each according to his abil- 
ity, to each according to work 
performed.” In the final or com- 

munist phase, the economic prin- 
ciple would be, “From each ac- 

cording to his ability, to each ac- 

cording to his need.” Here we 

have the true doctrine of equal- 
ity. But it has become the equal- 
ity of servitude to the state; 
equality of condition ordained 
by a society that admits of no 

distinctions between persons ex- 

cept those whom the dictatorship 
chooses to elevate. 

Are we; then, pursuing an im- 
possible ideal when we make the 
equality of men one of our goals? 
Is this what Jefferson was do- 
ing? Perhaps we had better recall 
what he said he was doing. In 
speaking of equality, he believed 
himself to be making a declara- 
tion about the nature of man. “We 
hold these truths to be self evi- 
dent,” he wrote, “that all men are 

created equal.” What he meant 
was perfectly plain from the 
words that followed, for he add- 
ed, “that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain in- 
alienable rights; that among these 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness.” 

There can be no question of 
meaning here. Jefferson and the 
other signers of the Declaration 
of Independence were saying, 
“All men are to stand alike (i.e., 
they are equal) in their right to 
live, in their right to be free, in 
their right to pursue happiness. 
These rights are so much a part 

Letters... 
game of living — The Ten Com- 
mandments — as given us by 
the “Supreme Judge of the 
World.” 

Let us once again return to the 
principles of our forefathers and 
keep our Country free from evil 
philosophies. 

Let us give our children the 
opportunity to develop substan- 
tial characters through God-given 
principles and not force them 
into shadowy characters through 
purely selfish, egotistic and ma- 

terialistic objectives. 
Let us take God and His rules 

into our Councils and into our 

schools. 
Let us place on the front wall 

of our classrooms throughout our 

Country and thereby, indelibly in 
our minds, The Ten Command- 
ments. 

William L. Bennett, M.D. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: In case any 
of you have forgotten what the 
Ten Commandments say* see the 
box at the bottom of Page 1. They 
read pretty well, we'd say. 

of what it means to be a man that 
no man may for any reason take 
away the rights of another, nor 

may he give up his own, even, if, 
in a moment of weakness, he 
thinks he wants to. These rights 
are inalienable.” 

This is the doctrine of equality 
made explicit in the French Rev- 
uiuuun, xv-ii oiiiv-c 

aissance, stated by Cicero and 
the Stoics in Rome and by po- 
litical thinkers in Athens in the 
5th century B.C. Its equivalents 
are freedom and democracy. It 
is no accident that the battle cry 
of the French Revolution was 

“Liberty, Equality, Fraternity.” 
The three go together. They are 

but different aspects of the same 

thing. 
Equality can be understood 

I only if it is seen to be one oi 
those peculiar concepts of con- 

tent of which appears to be nega- 
tive rather than positive. It rep- 
resents what the founding fathers 
stood against, more than whal 
they stood for. There were many 
evils out of which the 18th cen- 

tury w’as growing that are not 
real to us today. It was against 
these evils that the concept ot 
equality was directed. In thal 
sense, it was not abstract; it was 

concrete. These evils included the 
stratified society that helped tc 
bring on the French Revolution 
and that still exists in England 
to some extent even to this day. 

In such a society, men were 

born to wealth and privilege as 

aristocrats and there they re- 

mained throughout life, regard- 
less of their personal qualities, 
The same divisions prevailed as 

between the bourgeoise and the 
third estate, or proletariat. As the 
French Revolution was a protest 
against this state of affairs, sc 
was the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence. It was the statement of an 
ideal increasingly put into prac- 
tice in colonial America, yet by 
no means fully applied at the 
time the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence was written. 

How far eqalitarianism was to 
be pushed was the central issue 
in the early Federal period. It 
came to focus in the battle over 
the Bill of Rights. Alexander 
Hamilton, George Washington 
James Madison and other mem- 
bers of the old Federalist party 
opposed the inclusion of such a 
bill in the American Constitution 
and, as you know, it was omitted 

But the promise was made thal 
the proposal for such an amend- 
ment would be the first order oi 
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business when the new govern- 
ment was set up. That promise, 
as you know, was kept and the 
Bill of Rights was added to the 
Constitution soon after its adop- 
tion. You can see what the old 
abuses were when you read these 
amendments. They show clearly 
enough the privileges that pre- 
vailed in 18th-century Europe. 

The advocates of a bill of rights 
had three types of abuse in mind: 

1. The administration of jus- 
tice. This included arresting and 
imprisoning a man without trial. 
The remedy for this abuse was 

found in the writ of habeas cor- 

pus. 
2. Use of arbitrary governmen- 

tal power. This included unrea- 

sonable search and seizure, the 
issuing of warrants without prob- 
able cause and without a descrip- 
tion of the premises to be 
searched. 

3. Personal freedom. This in- 
cluded freedom of speech and, 
freedom of the press; freedom for 
political criticism and freedom of 
religion. 

This is what equality meant to 
Jefferson and his contemporaries, 
and I suggest to you that this is 
what it still means—not the at- 
tempt to equalize men, but the 
elimination of privileges whereby 
some men, quite apart from their 
personal merit are set apart from 
other men and made artificially 
unequal. In their minds equality 
meant the elimination of handi- 
caps placed by malice or brute 
circumstance upon some men, 
but not upon others. 

The time has come when we 

need a second statement to place 
beside Jefferson’s great doctrine: 
It is self evident that all men are 

created equal. Let us give this 
affirmation our full support 
against the apostles of privilege 
who still linger in our midst. But 
then let us assert a second prin- 
ciple to go along with the first. 
It is this: We hold it to be self 
evident that all men are to be 
guided by the standard of excel- 

lence in every choice they make. 
As inalienable rights rise from 

the equality of men as brothers 
of one another, so inalienable du- 
ties rise from the same condition. 
Among these duties is the duty 
to pursue excellence, and this 
duty impinges upon everything 
we say and do and every decision 
we make in the exercise and en- 

joyment of the freedom we have 
been given and the equality of 
condition we so highly prize. 

If we are to do our work in 
our time, we shall have to stop 
talking about an equality we nei- 
ther want nor can have. We shall 
have to begin talking instead 
about the elimination of this or 

that privilege and the elimination 
of this or that obstacle lying 
athwart the path of deserving 
American citizens. 

Specifically, we will support 
desegregation wherever it occurs; 
we will demand it where it has 
not yet come. We will support 
aid to education, especially where 
that aid makes possible opportu- 
nity for those who would other- 
wise not have them. We will sup- 
port aid to housing in order that 
men, women and children may 
have a better environment in 
which to live. We will fight dis- 
crimination in jobs, in working 
conditions and wherever else we 

find it. All this we will do, and 
much more besides, because we 

believe in the elimination of ar- 

bitrary privileges and handicaps 
among men. 

Alexis de Tocqueville wrote: 
“It is evident to all that a great 
democratic revolution is going on 

among us It seems irresistible 
because it is the most uniform, 
the most ancient, and the most 
permanent tendency that is to be 
found in history The gradual 
development of the principle of 
equality ... is universal, it is 
lasting, it constantly eludes all 
human interference, and all 
events, as well as all men con- 
tribute to its progress.” 
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