
Kentucky doctor 
beatnik at night 
on piano keys 

By Sy Ramsey 
Louisville, Ky. — By day 

Dr. Charles Pearce is a dignified 
general practitioner. 

By night, he composes music 
at a piano “when the beatnik in 
me comes out.” 

“It’s a mood swing,” he says. 
“Sometimes I feel real low and 
start emphasizing the minor 

~ 
chords. Other times I feel great 
and the music comes out bub- 
bling.” 

Four years ago Pearce found 
he could improve the musical 
ditties of his Little Theater group. 

“Then a pickle company paid 
me 50 bucks for a television com- 

mercial,” he says. “I guess I got 
in the groove after that.” 

Not quite. His first commercial 
song, “I’ve Never Been in Love 
Before,” was a dud. 

But that didn’t discourage 
Pearce or his lyricist, housewife 
Wanda Receveur. When the doc- 
tor got a melody idea he played it 
over the telephone by tape to 

Wanda, who called him back with 
the lyrics. 

They composed “Flip Kitten” 
and “Blue Jean Bop.” This effort 
took the mild-mannered physi- 
cian into the strange world of 
A & R (Artists and Repertoire). 

“The trouble with those songs 
is they aren’t bad enough,” an 

A&R man advised. 
Pearce correctly translated this 

to mean the melodies were too 

pretty and the lyrics intelligible. 
“We butchered the record and 

he asked us to make it just a little 
worse,” the physician says. “We 
did, and the record went over.” 

Pearce says the trend now is 
toward songs that aren’t too bad, 
and he has two ready. 

“When” and “Are You Really in ! 

Love?” have been recorded by a I 
well known singer and are sched- 

! 

uled for release this fall. 
“If they go over, I’ve arrived,” 

Pearce says. 
Pearce, 36, played piano with 

college bands, but composed 
songs solely for his campus dates. 
Now the early listening is done 
by wife Clare and four daughters. 

After nine years of medical 

practice Pearce views himself as 

“what people call a nice doctor, 
someone who listens to you sym- 
pathetically.” 

After four years as a tunesmith 
Pearce is reaching for Hollywood. 

“But even if I get there,” he 

said, “I’ll still be a doctor in the 
daytime.” 
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Now nearing completion, 
The Shlrley-Savo/i remodeling program will f 
please you. Sparkling new decor with the 1/jT 
friendly, Western atmosphere makes It your ^ h U,j|V best hotel value In downtown Denver. JF WiJ/ *2 
It^s near ample parking, new buildlngi^ ! * 

Write for new FREE brochure | 

— and 
thank you for 
gift of your patronage! 

G. H. McElhaney & Sons 

Plumbing Company 
501 W. Laurel St. Dial 3-0401 
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far and near, as friends and families gather 
to celebrate the happiest of holidays, 

we wish for everyone the season s best. 

White System of Hattiesburg 
West Pine St. 
- 


