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East Side 

-By P. D. 

The citizens councils have a monthly publication by the s§me 
name. Their issue for November, 1959 listed names of organiza- 
tions whom they consider to be in opposition to them. That which 
follows is from the citizens council, and not one word is mine, not 
even the editor's note at the end of the list. I have only one obser- 
vation on the item, and that is to say it is good to note God and the 
Baptist church aren't against the wee's. Could it be they have a 

persecution complex? But, heavens, how could they feel inferior? 
Amniratf thn riti^onc rminril cav/C that i 
• ---—/ 

Here Is The Enemy! 
Here is the official list of organizations appearing in House 

and Senate committee records as favoring "Civil Rights" and anti- 
South force legislation during 1957 and 1959. The 74 groups listed 
below accounted for a total of 143 witnesses before, or documents 
filed with, the committees. The list has been compiled from of- 
ficial transcripts of House and Senate committee hearings on 

"Civil Rights" proposals. A number in parentheses following the 
name of an organization indicates the number of appearances 
made by that group during the hearings. 

Here are the organizations: 
Amalgamated Meat Cutters' & Butchers' Workmen of North 

America, AFL-CIO (2) 
American Civil Liberties Union (2) 
American Council on Human Rights 
Americans for Democratic Action (3) 
American Ethical Union 
AFL-CIO (4) 
American Friends Service Committee 
American Jewish Committee (3) 
American Jewish Congress (5) 
American Liberal Association (2) 
American Veterans Committee (3) 
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith (3) 
Atlanta Rranrh NAAfP 

Catholic Interracial Council 
Clarendon County, South Carolina, Improvement Association 
District of Columbia Federation of Civic Associations 
Emergency Civil Liberties Committee 
The Episcopal Church (3) 
Friends Committee on National Legislation (3) 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, Branch, NAACP 

Improved Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the 
World 

International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union (3) 
International Union of Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers, 

AFL-CIO (2) 
Japanese American Citizens League (4) 
Jewish Labor Committee (2) 
Jewish War Veterans (4) 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 
Liberal Party of New York State 
The Methodist Church (3) 
Michigan State AFL-CIO 
Mississippi State Conference of NAACP Branches 
National Alliance of Postal Workers 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored • 

People (7) j 
National Association of Social Workers (4) ; 
National Catholic Welfare Conference 
National Community Relations Advisory Council j, 

Christ in the 

Letters 
1372 Sunview Road, 
Cleveland 24, Ohio. 

Dear Mr. East, 
On December 4th., I received 

eleven copies of the Petal Paper 
Reprints. I am certain that I 
ordered one, un ein, uno, yi 
copy only. Perhaps you could 
check back and find the original 
order. In the meantime, I am re- 

turning ten copies under sepa- 
rate and unequal cover. 

It is not that I don’t love you 
nor that I dislike your writing, 
but I am too poor, destitute, in- 
digent, moneyless, impecuniuos, 
and needy to buy all these; not 
to mention thrifty, frugal, eco- 

nomical, saving, parsimonious, 
chary, sparing, penurious, stingy, 
miserly, mean, shabby and grud- 
ging. (I hesitate to say niggardly 
or the Ohio Branch of the WCC 
might get their hooks into me. 

We live on a super-white street 
in a dead-white suburb. And 
I mean, it’s like real dead, Man). 

Rest assured, Mr. East (and 
how did you ever get to first 
base in Mississippi with a name 
like that?) that when The Mag- 
nolia Jungle comes out in paper- 
back form, I’ll buy two copies! 
If it never does, I’ll purchase 
only in hard covers. 

I have saved all the issues of 
the Petal Paper this year and 
have sent them to my brother, 
Dr. Robert P. Stuckert, who 
teaches Race Relations at the 
University of Wisconsin. He uses 
them as lecture material and 
student assignments. Doesn’t that 
just rile your blood to know all 
your poisonous ideas are infect- 
ing the impressionable (we hope) 
minds of all those Badger State 
Yankees? 

Half my relatives live in the 
South, namely East Texas, which 
is supposed to be something like 
Louisiana, (ceptin E.T.’s eat yel- 

(Continued on Page Two) 

I . I ■ will 

Watch On The 

POTOMAC 
by 

Robt. G. Spivack 

Time out for thinking—There 
is an air of bewilderment in this 
town the likes of which I can- 

not recall in recent years. From 
what it springs I am not sure. 
Could be anything. 

The Eisenhower administration 
is entering its final year. The 
Democrats have too many can- 

didates running for President. 
The “big fix” on television has 
spoiled the fun many pepole de- 
rived through this medium. All 
these elements add up to extra- 
ordinary confusion, in a Capital 
that is notable for its lack of di- 
rection and purpose. 

Whatever the causes I always 
find refuge in good reading at 
times like these. So at a moment 
right to differ as well as our 

doing more writing than I have 
in a long time I also find myself 
reading more than ever. 

★ ★ ★ 
There are several books and 

articles that I have found parti- 
cularly stimulating. At the top 
of the Fall book list, aside from 
several topical books I have 
mentioned in earlier columns, I 
would put Daniel Lang’s new 
volume “From Hiroshima to the 
Moon” (Simon and Shuster, 496 

ter The 
Two) 

I 

No Star In The East, However — 

THERE IS A RAY OF HOPE 
Il is one of Ihe unfortunate 

truths about man that he will 
sit still in ihe face of injustice 
and stupidity and wait for 
others to do something about it. 
Naturally, there are exceptions, 
for which we can indeed be 
thankful. 

By and large, newspapers in 
Mississippi have been sitting 
and, one may suppose, waiting. 
Il is one of ihe fortunate truths 
abuot men that when the bottom 
has been hit he will rise and 
fight his way out of the muck 
and mire in which he finds him- 
self. And it could be we are go- 
ing to see such an effort in the 
future by some of ihe news- 

papers in the state. Such is our 

hope, anyway. 
We lake heart from three 

editorials which appeared in 
state papers recently. First, a 

personal note by Carolyn DeCell 
in The Deer Creek Pilot of Roll- 
ing Fork, Miss., in which she 
wrote: 

I personally want to congrat- 
ulate Rev. Murray Cox, semi-re- 
tired Gulfport Methodist minis- 
ter, for accepting the invitation 
to serve on the Mississippi Ad- 
visory Committee to the Federal 
Civil Rights Commission. 

Frankly, I don’t know Mr. 
Cox, and the Civil Rights Com- 
mission, along with several more, 
seems to me a lot “bunk.” But 
regardless of the pros and cons 
of said commission, I’m tired of 
Bill Simmons, state administra- 
tor of the Citizens Councils, dic- 
tating “thou shalt” and “thou 
shalt not” to everything that 
comes along. 

He shakes his head at certain 
books, and without checking the 
people think they must be “bad.” 
He banned a film, so to speak, 
by just mentioning the word 
“integration.” Now he implies 
that no good Mississippian would 
“dare” accept an Advisory Com- 
mission post for fear of disfavor 
from Simmons. 

Perhaps Mr. Cox has learned 
in his years of ministry that re- 

gardless of one’s disapproval of 
the devil and evil, the best rem- 

edy is NOT just ignoring it as 

if it didn’t exsit. 
Regardless of reason, I’m de- 

lighted that still another good 
Mississippian doesn’t “quake” at 
a frown from the “mighty Bill.” 

The second newspaper to offer 
a ray of hope was The Tyler- 
town Times. Tylertwon, Miss. 
It's editor, whom we do not 
know, wrote under the title 
"Citizens Councils Not Omni- 
potent," that: 

A healthy discussion has de- 
veloped in Mississippi over 

whether Mississippians should 
serve on the state advisory com- 

mittee to the Federal Commis- 
sion on Civil Rights in Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

Joel Blass of Wiggins, a state 
legislator who was invited to 
take part in the program, said 
he would ignore the Citizen’s 
Councils admonition that it was 
“traitorous” to serve on the 
committee, but instead would 
“think for himself.” 

This, in my opinion, is the at- 
titude that all Mississippians 
should take. 

The value of the Civil Rights 
Commission is questionable. Po- 
litics and the emotional implica- 
tions of the racial issue in 
America today have probably 
permanetnly reduced the real 
value, of such a commission in 
oenteropomgr W&A t 

- ! 
Yet, there are those who sin- 

cerely believe that the South 
should be represented on the 
Commission by genuine segrega- 
toinists who are capable and 
able to present the viewpoint 
of the white and perhaps the 
colored southerner. 

From all accounts, Mr. Blass 
would be that sort of man. 

In the past, however, the voice 
of the Mississippi Citizen’s Coun- 
cils has been powerful, indeed. 

But here, at least, is an indica- 
tion that there is still room in 
our state for a difference Of 
opinion. 

This is as it should be. 
For there has been a growing 

tendency in Mississippi to let the 
voice buttressed by emotion be 
the voice that is heard. 

This stills differences in opin- 
ion — it stifles an honset dis- 
cussion of contemporary pro- 
blems. 

So we say hurrah for Joel 
Blass and men like him! I would 
not want to serve no the Civil 
Rights advisory committee from 
Mississippi — indeed, I would 
not serve upon it. But, I trea- 
sure the right to disagree, to 
discuss, and to think for myself. 

This, after all, is some of what 
Democracy is all about. 

The third of the editorials to 
offer a ray of hope was written 
by our friend, Easton King, The 
Chronicle Star, Pascagoula, Miss. 
"Ho, Hum: Silly Session Pro- 
duces Same Baseless Charges" 
was the title of King's editorial, 
and what he worte was this: 

The recent hearing conducted 
kjj wic icgwiauvc m vcaiigcumg 
committee at Jackson turned out 
to be a tempest in a teapot and 
the committee did a disservice 
to the state it represents in hold- 
ing it. 

Present were the same old in- 
gredients that produced the same 
old foul-smelling mess of pott- 
age. 

There were the usual name 
droppings and veiled accusations 
based on fallacies instead of fact. 

Star of the show, of course, 
was J. B. Matthews, discredited 
anti-communist and professional 
witness. 

This is the Matthews that in 
a 1953 magazine article said “the 
largest single group supporting 
the communist apparatus in the 
US today is composed of Protes- 
tant clergymen.” 

His statement drew condem- 
nation from such conservatives 
as Sens. John L. McClellan and 
Harry Byrd. A protest signed by 
Catholic, Protestant and Jewish 
churchmen drew a public state- 
ment from President Eisenhower 
that the published attack was 
“unjustified and deplorable.” 

He was an investigator for the 
Senate investigating committee 
headed by the late Sen. Joseph 
McCarthy at the time, and the 
smell was so bad that it was too 
much for even McCarthy, who 
was forced to accept his resigna- 
tion. 

Matthews said that 7000 Pro- 
testant clergymen were in the 
communist apparatus in one way 
or another. 

A few days later Marquis 
Childs, syndicated news colum- 
nist, conducted a spot check of 
the 7000. He took 102 names of 
religious leaders mentioned by 
Matthews in his article. He 
found some were not even 
known to their churches, includ- 
ing ape that 
hav* been an 

(Continued no Page Three) 


