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Reading .. . 

was also an architect, said to 
me that there were two attitudes 
that I must bring to the profes- 
sion — singleness of purpose and 
an open mind. 

The first attitude — singleness 
of purpose — comes easily to 

anyone with an average amount 
of energy and ambition. But 
keeping an open mind is harder 
and much more important. 

My brother pointed out that 
only with an open mind could 
one see all of the possible solu- 
tions to any problem. He cau- 

tioned against falling in love 
with your first idea and he warn- 

ed me to beware of anyone who 
felt that there was only one solu- 
tion. A dogmatic answer was the 
mark of a person with too few 
ideas. An open mind and flexi- 
bility in idea avoided the im- 

passe, and often an outsider’s 
suggestion was the best. 

This has been of immeasurable 
help to me. I have found it a 

governing rule for the conduct of 
my whole life. In passing judg- 
ment on architecture or people, 
I have tried to see if the positive 
attributes do not outmeasure the 
negative ones. 

Our lives would be enriched 
if each person’s flights of fancy 
found receptive audiences and 
everyone was encouraged to be 
an individual. But let us not 

forget that he who dares to take 
a different path must first know 
where he’s going.” 

Albert Einstein, although re- 

nowned as a physicist, in his 
later years, became interested in 
social and political problems, 
holding that “to work for the 
common good is the greatest 
creed.” 
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STAY SOUTH. YOUNG MAN! 
WHERE WERE YOUR DREAMS for the mtur^'ori 
your glorious day of Graduation? Were they up in the 

clouds where they belong, because horizons are as limit- 

less as the skies today for young men of character and 

competence, vision and faith? 
Hold those dreams high, young man, and stay South 

to see them come true. For right here at home, in the 

South you know and live in and love, a great new 

opportunity-land is coming of age, where dreams that 

are born on the wings of a star can come down to earth 

and grow into reality. 
lA recent U. S. Department of Commerce report shows 

that since World War II the economic development of 

the South has outpaced the national rate of growth in 

almost every category you can name. Along Southern 

Railway lines alone, in the 8-year period 1952 to I960, 
there have been 2,690 major industrial developments 
representing an investment of more than $4 billion. * 

Look ahead-stay South, young man. Stay South and i 

grow with America’s “youngster” opportunity-land.^ ; 
*• wf. 
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THEATRE 
By j 

Cyrus Adler 

While anxiously awaiting their 
younger brother one old-maid 
says: “Father shouldn’t have 
told us that he ran from the 
battlefield.” This sets the tone 
of avoidance of reality of this 
new, fine play set in the South. 

The other old-maid replies: 
“Daddy has been dead now for 
22 years; you should have taken 
it up with him before this.” And 
they start once again to plan the 
trip to Europe they will never 
make. 

The brother played excellently 
by Jason Robards arrives bear- 
ing presents he could never af- 
ford. He is a pampered man in 
his thirties who has married a 
somewhat irrational but young 
and beautiful girl. 

New Orleans-born, Miss Hell- 
man’s drama almost travesties 
the literature of the “New* 
South.” Only a ruthless honesty 
prevents this. 

The play contains two love- 
starved old maids with more 
than sisterly feelings for their 
n’er-do-well brother. 

He is married to a crazy girl, 
the daughter of a rich, indolent 
out wise woman, wno Keeps a 

Negro gentleman as her butler 
and lover. We have here all the 
elements of southern tragedy: 
sex, Negros and degeneration. 

An eerie feeling of impending 
doom hangs over the first two 
acts. The young man has made 
a lot of money on a tip from a 
mullato former lover of his who 
is now married to a ruthless 
businessman. 

The young man’t wife, in a 

demented attempt to keep her 
husband’s love, informs the busi- 
nessman. And the tragedy im- 
plicit in the delicate interplay of 
the finely drawn characters 
swiftly follows. 

The bitter-sweet, often moving 
prose and excellent acting help 
to raise the play above the com- 
mon broadway level. 

Like most literature from the 
South, Toys in the Attic, reeks 
of subtle corruption and degen* 
eration. It is a degeneration that 
breeds narrowmindedness and 
brutality in the less sensitive 
Southerners; and in the feeling 
ones an aberration of mind and 
soul. 

Like most of the writings of 
Williams, Faulkner, Capote, and 
McCullers, the abberrations and 
brutality of Southerners form the 
core of Miss Heilman’s works. 

In witnessing this tragedy of 
good people maddened by their 
culture and seemingly unable to 
relate to the reality of the world 
around them, one wonders if the 
rest of humanity can ever reason, 
with people who behave so in- 
sanely 

For, if the writers who know 
Dixie best are implying anything, 
they are saying that the South 
is something of a lunatic asylum. 
As an instance, it has proved 
almost impossible to deal ra- 

tionally with the lunacy of the 
Southern Senators combatting 
the almost universal desire for 
minimal civil rights. 

Perhaps writers such as Miss 
Heilman, by portraying the South 
in its frenzy, can lead responsible 
individuals to recognize the 
growing malady and cure it be- 
fore tragedy engulfs the whole 
area just as it swallowed the 
family portrayed in Toys in the 
Attic. 
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