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East 

-By P. D. 

I was brought up in the back woods of Mississippi in the 

firm tradition of the Methodist Summer Revival. Basically, the 

teaching I learned was this: God is love. If you don’t love God, 
He’ll clobber you good. (See JOHN 3:16, or thereabouts). Well, 
naturally, being a good all-American, red-blooded boy, I be- 

lieved this as The Law. To be sure, I knew that love and vio- 

lence went together—well, just like whipped cream on bologna— 
about like that, yes. 

Later in life Satan took me by the hand and lead me to 

the public library and introduced me to certain un-Christian, 
un-American, even un-Southern books. Having fallen into the 

pit by reading the likes of Plato, Burke, Locke, Voltaire, Paine, 
even Jesus, I acted in haste a few years ago and withdrew from 

the Methodist Church. It was, I now know, an ill-advised, hasty, 
childish act, and for the act I am truly sorry and wish only to 

repent. I do grieve at my folly. 
I seek with my sincere and aching heart to repent, to be re- 

admitted to the fold, to the loving arms of my Mother Methodist 

Church, Mississippi Style. Now, this decision is not a snap one; 

it is made after prayful deliberation and mature consideration. 
The thing which brings me to my present decision is five sheets 

ontiHoH mn VflTT K'T'JOW? whioh wPrp spnt to me 

of Mr. Malcolm H. Mabry, Junior, of Dublin, Miss. This man 

of God, of true Methodist Christianity, Mississippi Style, has 

shown me the way once again. My feet are now on the right 
path; my head is held high; my heart is light and gay and filled 
with Brotherly Love—Mississippi Style, of course. 

The five pages of DID Y’ALL KNOW? contains forty-one 
facts, not one of which I knew. As you will understand, these 

facts* are much too long to present in full to you, but a few of 

them, I think, are absolutely necessary, provided I’m to show 

you how I decided to return to the fold. Herewith: DID Y’ALL 

KNOW? 

That E. Stanley Jones, the famed Methodist missionary, ( 

is a member of the Advisory Committee of Martin Luther < 

King’s “Congress of Racial Equality”? < 

Well, no Brothers, and Sisters, too, I didn’t know it! And J 
I’m mighty proud to know it. It seems apparent to me that j 
this expose of E. Stanley Jones and Martin Luther King proves 
one thing: They ain’t Christians. Moreover, it makes one sus- 

pect Jesus Christ, too, for He said something about if you get 
clobbered on one side of the head to turn the other. And we 

who subscribed to the Mabry Methodist view know that love and 

violence go hand in hand. Bless us good. 
Brother Mabry further asks: 

That in order to secure a teaching position at Wood 1 

Junior College a person must sign a statement agreeing to 

teach “any race, creed, or color” who might enroll there? 1 

(I have no tangible proof of this; only the word of a friend s 

who taught there two years ago.) \ 

Well, no, Brother, I didn’t know that! But I’m mighty ( 
proud to get the information, Suh, mighty proud. Because all of 
us who are Mabry Methodist know who should be taught in 

* 

any school in the Nation, don’t we? Like nothing but WASPs— j 
White, Anglo-Saxon, Protestants, right? Thank ye, Brother. 

That the Methodist Church was one of the organizations £ 

which sent witnesses before Congressional Committees, urg- 
ing more “Civil Rights” and anti-South legislation? 1 

t 
Yes, Brother, I did know that, but to be honest about it, I • 

didn’t understand how un-Christian it was until I read your ^ 
sheets of fact. But now I know that “Civil Rights” is much too t 
broad to be fooled with by the Mabry Methodist folks, of which N 

(Continued on Page 2) 

A BOOK 
REVIEW 

BLACK LIKE ME by John 
Howard Griffin. Houghton Mif- 
flin Co., Boston, 1961. 176 pp., 
$3.50. 

Mr. Griffin was a white man 

who couldn’t be satisfied until 
he know how it felt to be col- 
ored. 

So he went to a doctor and got 
some pills to darken his skin. 
He shaved off his hair, and used 
some dye to touch up around his 

eyes and the corners of his 
mouth. Then he looked like a 

Negro, and sure enough he could 
pass for colored, and he did. 

John was not uppity. He was 

polite. He sat in the back of the 
bus and didn’t bother anybody. 
Still the bus driver gave him a 

bad time. Slammed the door in 
his face. Teased him at every 
stop, and wouldn’t let him off 
at the right place, and made him 
walk back five or six blocks 
when he was tired. 

The colored people thought he 
was a strange Negro from away 
off, who didn’t know what he 
was up against, so they would 
always stop what they were do- 

(Continued on Page 2) 

LETTERS 
Binghamton, N.Y, 

Dear P.D.: 
As a former resident of Mis- 

sissippi, may I venture some 

comments on behalf of my kind? 
As a child I thought of Yank- 

ees as crooks who stole our 

slaves instead of honestly pur- 
chasing them from African trad- 
ers as we Southerners had. As 
i student abroad in Spain, I 

reely shared a bag of cookies 
v i t h American friends while 

lenying any to a silent little 
{irl with her hand out because, 
; told myself, I didn’t want to 

each her that it pays to beg. 
Vs a servicemanin Cuba, I 
relied at and scolded a hungry 
ittle boy for hanging around 
vhile I ate, because I wanted 
lim to learn self-reliance. In 
uch ways does the mind ra- 

ionalize. 
Above all, whatever thing 

hat I might do, this was right 
tnd good in my thinking. I’m 
convinced that had I been raised 
n a culture where Negroes were 

oasted on the spit for dinner, 
ind had this practice been ac- 

cepted by whites and blacks 
ilike as the good and right thing 
o do, and had there been no 

damn Yankees” to interfere, I 
vould have accepted it all with 
he equanimity — even relish — 

vith which today I eat a stuck 
(Continued on Page 2) 

Tis More Thon A Question— 
Is The Birch Society Anti-Communist? 

by 
Harry Fleischman 

The John Birch Society is so vehement in claiming 
that it hates Communism that t was intrigued into wonder- 

ing how the John Birch Society itself would fare if its pro- 
gram and that of the Communist Party were compared. 
The results are illuminating. , 

1. COMMUNIST PROGRAM—Weaken NATO so that 

it would be unable to check any possible advance into West- 

ern Europe. 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY PROGRAM—Take U. S. troops out 

of NATO. This would enable the USSR to march into Western 

Europe without real opposition. 
2. CP_Weaken or wreck the United Nations by in- 

sisting on Soviet veto power in the administration of the 

United Nations. 
jBS—Take the United States out of the United Nations. 

This would leave the Communists in full control of the UN. 
3# CP—Urge underdeveloped nations to refuse Ameri- 

can economic or miltary aid on grounds that it would make 

those countries puppets of America. 
jBS—Withdraw American economic and military aid from 

foreign nations, thus allowing Communist nations to fill the 

vacuum. 

4# CP_Try to convince Americans that the Commu- 

nist nations pose no external military threat to America 

and world peace. 
JBS—“Although our danger remains almost entirely in- 

ternal, from Communist influences right in our midst, and treas- 

OU rlglll III UUL ^uvciiiuiwi^ rvvrtv v "'"“ft — 

suaded that our danger is from the outside, is from Russian mil- 

itary superiority.” BLUE BOOK.. 
5. CP—Persuade the American people to cut the de- 

fense budget as not needed since there is no Communist 
threat to peace. 

JBS—Abolish the income tax, which provides the where- 
withal to pay for defense needs. 

6. CP—Convince Africans and Asians that America 
does not merit their support because of alleged growing 
racism. 

JBS—Impeach Chief Justice Earl Warren because of Su- 

preme Court decisions for civil liberties and desegregation, argue 
for states’ rights against the Court. 

7. CP—Give protective coloration to real Communists 

by charging that all who stand for social reform are at- 
tacked as Communists. 

JBS—Attack all who stand for social reform—even very 
moderate—as Communists. 

8. CP—Use front groups to promote the party’s ob- 

jectives; infiltrate union, civic and political groups; attack 
and smear as “Fascist” all opponents, insist that the end 

justifies the means. 

JBS—Use front groups to promote the John Birch Society’s 
objectives; infiltrate unions, civic and political groups; attack 
and smear as “Communist” all opponents; insist that the end 
justifies the means. 

Under the John Birch Society’s own rules of “logic,” 
wouldn’t this record make the Society qualify as at least 
“Comsymps,” to use Robert Welch’s inelegant invention? 

Nevertheless, I must confess, I prefer J. Edgar Hoover’s 
temperate warning that “The label of ‘communist’ is too 
often indiscriminately attached to those whose views differ 
from the majority” and that “attributing every adversity 
to communism is not only irrational, but contributes to 
hysteria and fosters groundless fears.” 

No, the John Birch Society is not Communist (unless the 
Communists are even more Machiavellain than I think they are), 
but if the John Birch Society did not exist, the Communists 
might have to invent one. 


