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remote, distant and theoretical 
satisfies a popular prejudice and 
really hurts no one. 

The city is in turmoil because 
1 some1 obstreperous people, like At- 

torney General Kennedy and oth- 

ers, insist they will not belong to 

private men’s clubs that bar Ne- 

groes and other minorities. De- 
fenders of the status quo have 
been quick to call this the “new 

demagoguery” and even to note 

that the President has been an 

honorary member of one club that 
has been racially restricted for 

years, without anyone voicing 
concern about it. 

This dispute makes good news- 

paper copy. It confirms the wide- 

ly held feeling that Washington- 
ians are a breed apart who are not 

only ignorant of the facts of life, 
but snobs as well. 

Disturbing a self-satisfied man 

in his private club is always a 

pleasant exercise. The Union 
League Club of New York was for 

..years the special target of car- 

toonists. That Washington clubs, 
whose membership is comprised of 
so many men of eminence, have 
seemed out of spirit with the times 
gives everyone else a chance to 
feel virtuous. 

.The Administration is now 

clearly on record as opposed to 
stuffed shirts. This is all to the 
good. Now let’s go on to some- 
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thing that affects the whole coun- 

try. 
* * * 

I wonder, if there is not an ele- 
ment of “insularity” in all this 
furore over the private clubs? 
After all how many people “be- 
long” to such clubs? Suppose that 
Carl Rowan is admitted—will that 
get an adequate education for a 

Negro child in Chicago? 
As I recall it, Secretary of La- 

bor Goldberg was the first man 

to open this Pandoras Box, in an 

oblique reference to the Metropoli- 
tan Club which shuts its doors to 
African diplomats. For bringing 
the issue to the fore, the Secretary 
deserves congratulations. 

It would be interesting now to 
find some man high in the Admin- 
istration who was willing to take 
on a more substantial issue, viz. 
how to get federal funds for the 
public schools. 

At his recent news conference, 
the President talked about getting 
more scientists to keep up with 
the Russians. House Speaker Mc- 
Cormack, who had a big part in 
killing the public school bill last 
year, now says he will go all-out 
for the relatively non-controver- 
sial bill to aid colleges. 

But neither the President nor 

the Speaker will promise to go all 
out for a bill that aids public edu- 
cation. The “word” on Capitol Hill 
is that such an effort is “hope- 
less.” Possibly it is, but until a 

real efforts is made to do some- 

thing we shall never know. 
As an example, the President 

and the Speaker might call on 

Congressman James Delaney of 
Queens, who blocked action last 
year. Cardinal Cushing of Boston 
has already made some construc- 
tive suggestions. But no one seems 

to be picking them up or doing 
anything except to say how 

“touchy” this subject is and why 
school aid is “too hot to handle.” 

Of course, this is a difficult is- 
sue. The feeling of Catholic 
Church officials that rising costs 
are providing an unbearable bur-, 
den is completely understandable. 

But the basic fact is that while 
a man may wait for another year 
to be admitted to a private club— 
a youngster cannot wait for an- 

other year to go to school. If the 

youngsters who are now six, seven, 

eight and nine years old are “edu- 
cated” in rattle-trap buildings by 
unhappy and underpaid teachers, 
the damage is done. 

When the Administration bestirs 
itself in behalf of public schools, 
as it has in opening private clubs, 
then the rest of the country may 
come to feel that the District of 
Columbia is not enemy territory. 
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13,000 Deformed Bobies 

Some geneticists warn that 

testing of nuclear weapons al- 

ready completed will mean an 

additional 13,600 babies born 
deformed physically or men- 

tally. | 
Do you want this on your con- 

science? Or are you ready to 

turn your back on such mon- 

strous evils, call for the end ol 

testing and enlist for peace? 
For more information, write to 
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tions or creeds, it seems to me, find 
their highest social and political 
expression in the civil liberties we 

espouse. 
Let me elaborate this in one of 

its several aspects, first, from a 

non-sectarian point of view. We 
are conscious, in our habits of life 
as individuals, of the significance 
of purpose and direction in our 

activities. In the pursuit of pur- 
poseful activity we find our high- 
est satisfaction, and in being sup- 
pressed in such pursuit we feel our 

deepest frustrations. We are con- 

scious of our own capacities to in- 
ject direction into our lives and of 
the high value we attach to our 

freedom to do so. Moreover, we 

are conscious that we share this 
capacity with our fellow men. Both 
the capacity and the feelings we 

attach to its exercise set men apart 
from each other in the extent of 
their exercise of it and from other 
forms of life in the mere having 
U1 11. 

What I have said, you will note, 
is implicit in the Old Testament 
concept that man was made in 
God’s image. The God in whose 
image Adam was made was a 

Creator—so Adam necessarily in- 
herited creativity. And this God 
was an electing, choosing, deciding 
God—so Adam necessarily had to 
have taken on the capacity to 
cnoose—10 aaopt a purpose and to 
decide upon means to achieve that 
purpose. What I have said is like- 
wise implicit in the Hindu concept 
that man is to find God within 
himself—and hence in other men. 

In short, what I have said is a 

religious concept, but it is not con- 

fined to the tenets of one religion. 
Of course, the purposes which 

creative, purposeful men may pur- 
sue, and the means they elect to 
achieve them, will differ and may 
conflict. If we value the freedom 
to pursue purposeful activity, then 
we must fashion a social order 
that suppresses the least amount 
of such pursuit consistent with the 
protection of all men from unnec- 

essary suppression. In such an 

order, the pursuit of some purposes 
—such as the making of speed rec- 

ords on public highways or the 
commission of most kinds of in- 
tentional homicides—-may be ex- 

pected to be suppressed. But the 
mere articulation and advocacy of 
particular purposes or means need 
not be. In such an order the max- 

imum freedom of expression and 
a genuine equality of men in treat- 

ment by society will be provided. 
Moreover, the determination that 
a suppressable activity has oc- 

curred will be made in a manner 

best suited to accuracy and ob- 
jectivity in the making of the 
judgment. Freedom of expression, 
equality before the law, and fair 
procedures will be the cornerstones 
of such a social order. 

None of this is designed to down- 
grade the utility of the principles 
of freedom. John Stuart Mill and 
others have elaborated upon that 
utility, however, beyond my power 
to add. Their arguments may well 
bear repetition today, in the face 
of the constant suggestion that in 
times of crisis our freedoms are a 

luxury which must be shelved for 
re-use only in a calmer period. 
The utilitarian arguments will 
serve us well in demonstrating that 
in crises of the present kind espe- 
cially we need our freedoms, if 

only for their utilitarian benefits. 
But what I have chosen to dwell 

upon today is the suggestion that 

our dogmas of freedom deserve 
our loyalty beacuse they hold a 

prime position in a moral order 
that can command the allegiance 
of men. They deserve our energy 
and our zeal because they are 

right, not merely because they are 

socially useful. They command 
our hearts and emotions, not mere- 

ly our minds. 
We dare not forget that men do 

not rally themselves in a sustained 
life and death struggle for only 
utilitarian social benefits. On the 
other hand, men have done just 
that for freedom. If we have 
grown overly accustomed to the 
relative security of applying con- 
stitutional definitions of liberty, 
then let us remind ourselves that 
history isolates our constitutional 
experiment with freedom as a 

brief oasis in a desert of tyranny. 
The noble professions of the Dec- 
laration of Independence had a 

good pedigree in the world of 
ideas, but such ideas enjoyed little 
honor in practice before 1776 and 
only constant struggle for accep- 
tance in practice ever since. 

It is our practice, not precept, 
that puts the flesh and blood of 
dynamism on the skeleton of moral 
principle. In each hated idea for 
which we can obtain a forum, in 
each door we can open for those 
who have been the objects of big- 
otry, in each act of injustice for 
which we can obtain redress, we 

give meaning—for ourselves as 

much as for others—to our pre- 
cepts. So clothed with meaning, 
the precepts of the American Rev- 
olution will be found adequate to 
serve the need for a revolutionary 
ideology in a world torn by revo- 

lutionary impulses. 
Let us put our faith, then, in 

the moral rightness of the princi- 
ples of freedom. Let us Jive by 
that faith—as our honored guest 
of today has shown that such faith 
may be expressed in life. And by 
demonstrating that our beliefs do 
make themselves felt in our ac- 

tions, let us provide an inspiring, 
and yet morally sound, banner for 
those who are leaning to one ex- 

treme only out of fear of the 
zealots of the other. 
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