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ridicule. If this point had not occurred to you before you got to the 

fourth article which said “the American Tclegone and Telepath 
Company will have complete segregation on all party lines, I really 
feel sorry for your sense of humor. 

I think you owe a public apology to Mr. East, his paper, and 

Southerners, in general, because you make such a tremendous issue 

out of how he is “fanning the race prejudice, sponsors a violent 

attack on the Scotch-Irish,” etc. and how it is going to spread to 

other sources, “how the seeds of race hatred inflame the passions 
of men,” when in reality the exact opposite was occuring and any 

clear thinking person should be able to understand that. It is my 

impression that you were either duped or inflamed beyond reason 

to make the statements you made. 

It might interest you to know that I am a native of St. Louis. 

My wife is from northern Illinois and all of our family are from 

those areas. We have only lived in Louisiana for the last five years 

and are both graduates of the integrated University of Michigan. 
We are also familiar with details of the terrible race riots in Detroit 

and Chicago that occurred more than fifteen years before Little 

Rock. Yet these were not publicized internationally. The liberal 

socialist and also communist press were not as influential then. 

It is very unfortunate that people such as you apparently have 

no comprehension of the true nature of the problems of integration 
and segregation throughout the United States. You continually fall 

into the false political trap of trying to buy votes by your stand. 

It is inexcusable for someone of your stature and national reputa- 
tion to insert in the Congressional Record something that just be- 
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cause it is from Mississippi and is ianning pro-stgi eg<*wuu, miu 

again using your own words, “inflame the passions of men and 

attack someone when it is entirely uncalled for, unnecessary, and 

really, if you knew the facts and studied the situation, you would 

keep your mouth shut. 

My wife and I get extremely peeved at many of the northern 

politicians courting the Negro vote, because they feel in their home 

state that they have no race problem. We know the towns where 

we used to visit, and near where my wife was born, where there 

* are signs saying “No Negroes allowed after 7:00 PM.” My wife s 

home town at last count had 10 Negroes in the town. 

Mark my words, and those of many others, the real segregation 
intergration problems are occurring and will get worse in Wash- 

ington, D.C., St. Louis, Chicago and the like, not in the South. My 
mother and her friends in St. Louis are terrified to even go into 

certain areas in broad daylight, much less go out at night. There 

has been plenty of publicity about the problems in Washington, D.C. 

The sooner you and other northern liberals cease trying to inflame 

people and go out of your way to criticize the South, the sooner 

this problem will be solved more reasonably. 

Very Truly yours, 

CCK:bjm 
cc: Senator James Eastland 

Senator Allen Ellender 
Representative John B. Williams 

Representative T. A. Thompson 

Well, there you have it; Senator Paul Douglas is in his 

place! But, you know, I’ve been thinking about this, and 

I don’t think what was written makes me so happy; it’s the 

fact that he sent a copy to Senator james eastland and Con- 

gressman john williams, both Mississippi boys, the kind 

who’ll save this Nation, whether it needs saving or not. 

Yes, sir, they’re my kind of statesmen! 
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new peoples and new ideas swept 

across the nation in the 80s 90s and 

early 1900s and adjustments were 

boing worked out to them, the 

South was isolated and withdrawn 
from the mainstream of American 
life. By and large, no attempt was 

made to adjust to new ideas and 

virtually no new people came to 

the South; Southern effort was di- 

rected at reestablishing, as closely 
as possible, the old order ante 

bellum. Members of old families 
once more sat in the Governor’s 
chairs and legislative halls. 

The period of southern isolation 
extended from 1877 until World 
War I when the nation, preparing 
for war, trained many of her 
soldiers in southern camps and 

many Southerners, both white and 

Negro, went North to work in the 
munitions factories. From 1917 to 
the coming of the New Deal the 
South slowly emerged from its 
isolation. The New Deal and 
World War II brought the South 
back into the mainstream oi 

American life. Now the self-image 
of Southerners began to resemble 
that of the rest of the nation more 

closely than at any other time since 
the early days of the Republic. 

Fighting against the Nazi myth 
of a herrenvolk led many South- 

erners—Negro and white, mostly 
young—to question the validity of 
white supremacy. The questioning, 
added to the egalitarian influ- 
ences of the New Deal, set the 
scene for the major challenges to 
the “Southern Way of Life,’’the 
effects of which we are still ex- 

periencing. Also in this era Negro 
leadership, largely concentrated in 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), switched from consci- 
ence appeals to court action. 

Change Accelerates 

The period from the end of 
World War II to 1954 may well be 
called the Decade of Accelerated 
Change. Negro leadership, citing 
the equal protection clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment to t h c- 

United States Constitution, started 
the assault on legally enforced 
segregation. The walls of discrimi- 
nation began to crack and, in sorr 

cases, tumble. Cases challenging 
jim crow transportation, the ex- 

clusion of qualified Negro students 
from state supported college-s and 
universities, barring of Negroes 
from jury service, the white-pri- 
mary, and enforcement of restric- 
tive housing covenants by courts 
were heard by the Supreme Court 
of the United States. As each of 
these cases moved up the appellate 
ladder, southern editorials warned 
that, should the Court set aside 
southern modes and customs, 
blood would run in the streets. 
The Supreme Court, with its eye 
on the Constitution, overlooked 
the editorials and proceeded to 
knock down the legal validity 
of each of these doctrines. Blood 
did not run in the streets, riots 
did not occur, the South began to 
adjust to the demands of the 
times slowly, even painfully 

but to adjust. 
Then came Brown vs Topeka 

and its companion cases. Again 
editorials warned and again the 
Court kept its eye on the Con- 
stitution. Its decision stated that 
segregation based on race in public 
schools is unconstitutional. The 
Constitution had reached out its 
finger, touched the forehead of its 
brown-skinned children, and con- 

► firmed their rights as American 
citizens. 

Southern reaction was varied, 
ranging from relieved to resistant- 
but almost without exception 
resigned to the inevitability of the 
Court’s decision. 

Virginia is an interesting case 

in point. As Muse points out in his 
book, Dowell Howard, Virginia 
State Superintendent of Public 

Instruction, said when the decision 
was announced: "There will bo no 

defiance of the Supreme Court as 

far as I am concerned. We are 

trying to teach children to abide 
by the law of the land, and we will 
abide by it.” The then-Governor 
Thomas E. Stanley is quoted as 

saying that the state would ". 
work toward a plan which will be 

acceptable to our citizens and in 

keeping with the edict of the 
court.” But Harry Byrd, Virginia’s 
senior Senator, said in Washington 
that the decision was a most seri- 
ous blow to the rights of the states 
and that Virginia faced a crisis of 
the first magnitude. 

Unhappily for Virginia and for 
the good name of the nation, Mr. 

Byrd carried the day, and the Gov- 
ernor shortly about-faced and said 
that he would use every legal 
means to maintain segregation in 
the schools of Virginia. The Rich- 
mond newspapers, which at first 
had editorialized that the state 
could work out plans for desegre- 
gation, also about faced and es- 

poused the doctrine of defiance. 

The Supreme Court followed th$ 
1954 decision with an implementa- 
tion decision on May 31, 1955; it 
contained five major provisions: 
(1) it called upon local school 
boards to develop plans for deseg- 
regating their schools, (2) it pro- 
vided for “local” review of these 
plans by Federal District Courts, 
(3) it called for good faith com- 

pliance with the ’54 decision, (4) 
it called for a prompt and reason- 
able start toward desegregation, 
and (5) it set the desegregation 
legal process in equity to provide 
for local flexibility. 

The South, or much of it, instead 
of using the year of grace to plan 
for compliance with an admittedly 
difficult decision, spent the time 
nrpnnrint* to Hpfv the rv^ir-tV 

and deny the law of the land. Old 
doctrines, long ago laid to rest, 
were resurrected, and politicians 
in southern Governor’s Mansions 
and Legislative Halls spoke omin- 
ously of interposition and nullifi- 
cation. White Citizens Councils and 
their counterparts sprang up, the 
Klan experienced a revival, and 
the people of the South were led 
to accept the doctrine of massive 
resistance. 

A series of articles appeared in 
a national magizine entitled “The 
Deep South Says Never.” Some ob- 
servers of the southern scene be- 
lieved, mistakenly, that the poli- 
ticians were responding to a 

ground-swell of popular opposi- 
tion to the court’s decision. His- 
tory will record that the reverse 
was true: the politicians fanned 
the fires of defiance; it will also 
note, unhappily, that there were 

sparks to be fired and that the 
national adminstration did noth- 
ing to prevent their en-kindling. 
Many Souths 

The South was not, is not a 
monolith. The Deep South could 
not expect the Border States and 
the Upper or Middle South to 
stand on a platform of mr.ssive re- 
sistance and defiance of the Su- 
preme Court and the will of the 
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writings on the integration ques- 
tion. His “vertical integration” 
plan is a good example of how 
he takes the most controversial, 
emotion-packed issue and discov- 
ers a ridiculous side. He noted 
that nobody objects when a Negro 
stands next to him eating a hot- 
dog. It is only when he sits 
down. If all theaters and buses 
would take out their seats, all the 
fuss would be over, suggests Mr. 
Golden. His newest tongue-in- 
cheek idea is for all American 
Negroes to wear turbans. 

As for nuclear war, Mr. Golden 
says we must seek the agreement 
of the Soviet Union to drop its 
bombs only at night. Otherwise 
families won’t be home together 
watching television. 

“If the Russians won’t guaran- 
tee to drop their bombs at night, 
then maybe we just shouldn’t 
have the war,’’ he concludes. 

Very silly, but so are wars. 
a * 

All his columns, however, are 

not on the problems of the world. 

Many are everyday observations. 
When does a woman begin wear- 

ing sensible shoes. Harry Gol- 
den knows. How to detect a bad 
cook is another of his observa- 
tions — one of his most contro- 
versial. 

A famous storyteller himself, 
Mr. Golden is irked by those 

well-meaning folk who when re- 

ferring to any Negro, say “that 

big colored fellow,” or when re- 

ferring to any Jew, “that little 
Jew.” 

Not all of Mr. Golden’s com- 

ments or favored subjects will be 

brought up in polite society, but 
his bluntness gives way to his 
accurate reflection of a large paxt 
of America that is strong and 
vibrant. Most of his readers would 

fight to defend the title of Mr. 
Golden’s book which was his im- 

migrant father’s favorite saying, 
“You’re Entitle’ ” — You have 

rignis. 
And Harry Golden wants to see 

to it that we all have a chance 
to exercise these rights. More 

power to him.—Robert C. Berg- 
enheim. 

nation. Kentucky, Missouri, and 
Oklahoma demonstrated that de- 

segregation was workable. North 

Carolina, Tennessee, and Texas 
showed that the fear while wait- 

ing for desegregation was worse 

than the process itself. Little Rock 
and New Orleans gave sad testi- 

mony to the dangers of last ditch 
massive resistance. This fall, At- 
lanta and Dallas proved that, with 

ample planning and given no in- 
terence from state government, 
local communities can move ahead 
with the task at hand without dis- 

rupting community life. 
The tortuous route of one state 

down the path from begrudging 
acceptance to defiance and mas- 

sive resistance and back to re- 

luctant choosing of some integra- 
tion in preference to closed schools 
is carefully chronicled by Benja- 
min Muse in Virginia’s Massive 
Resistance. This is a book which 
no serious student of social tran- 
sition can afford to miss. It is 
written in a highly readable style, 
testifying to Colonel Muse’s abili- 
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