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in Jackson added one thousand dollars to the reward being 
offered for the apprehension of the murderer; The Clarion- 

Ledger stated: “Such lawlessness must not go unpun- 
ished.” And the paradox here? Frankly, you'd have to 

read both papers for several days to see. Let me say that 

neither of them, insofar as I know, have helped toward 

the attainment of social justice or legal equality. But more 

specifically, on the day before Medgar was murdered, one 

of the daily columnists in the Clarion-Ledger wrote a piede 
—well, in part, herewith: 

“A leftist group, the American Veterans Committee, 
passed the hat at the final session of its recent 20th annual 

convention in Washington and raised $477 for a Mississippi 
leader of the NAACP. 

“The fund was raised for Medgar W. Evers, Jackson 

Negro who is ‘Gulf States Field Secretary’ for the NAACP, 
arrested here during downtown picketing activity. AVC 

has been loud for ‘civil rights’ but silent on the menace of 

Red Cuba. 

“Evers, who was also elected to the board of the Ameri- 

can Veterans Committee, was to have received the group’s 
Meritorious Achievement Award but was unable to be in 

Washington because of desegregation agitations here. 

“A telegram accompanying the impromptu floor collec- 
tion said the $477 was ‘to be used to help provide whatever 
aid is necessary to keep Jackson’s courageous children safe 

and well.’ Evers was not asked to give an accounting of 

how the monev is snent.” 

No, not for one second do I think the newspapers in 

Jackson murdered Medgar but, again, I believe firmly 
they helped load the rifle. 

And did anyone else help? Well, the authentic reports 
of police brutality seems to help just a little—the beating 
of a white professor—the beating of a fifteen-year-old Negro 
girl—both on the day after the murder of Medgar—this, 
along with the mayor’s comment that “There has been 

no sanction of police brutality. As far as I know there has 

been no police brutality.” Yet, according to news stories, 
there were several newsmen who actually saw the two 
incidents mentioned above. 

This kind of blindness has loaded, does, and will load 

guns. The last one was aimed at Medgar Evers, that’s true, 
but who jan say where the next one will be aimed? At you? 
At me? 

I don’t want to preach; I’m much too angry and sad 

and hurt by what happened to want to get into a sermon. 

However, let me say, and very simply, that so long as we 

think or, with us, I’m afraid, so long as we feel the Negro 
is demanding “special rights” there’s going to be trouble 
—with our present attitude, believe me, there’ll be more 

blood spilled in this state—and never think for one mo- 

ment that it can’t possibly be yours, or mine—it can be, 
anu easily. 

Before God, I cannot see that the Negro citizen wants 

anything more than equal rights—his rights under the 
law—his dignity as a human being, created in the image 
of his Maker. 

Is that too much for any man to ask? I think not; 
moreover, I think so long as we continue as we are—and 
that’s you and it’s me—we, too, are helping to load guns— 
all of us have done it in the past. In a very real sense it 
doesn’t matter who pulled the trigger that took a human 

life on June 12th in Jackson—all of us share the blame, 
the guilt is that of us all. 

So help me God, I believe this with all my heart. 

As something of a footnote, what with the rambling 
thoughts above, I would like to add this. Like every de- 

cent person in this state, I want to see the person who 

pulled the trigger on the rifle that killed Medgar Evers 

brought to justice; however, as I react to this barbaric 

affair, should any such choice be presented, I’d rather see 

justice brought to all men. 
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| ers and slaves from the worn-out 
farms of the southern Piedmont, 

i Streaming into the lands of 1he 

| Choctaw and Chickasaw at the 

beginning of the 19th century, they 
built an empire on cotton. The 
state became one of the nation’s 

| richest. But much of its wealth 
! was wiped out by the Civil War, 
subsequent depressions and the 
boll weevil. 

With the coming of agricultural 
mechanization, cotton production 
remained profitable only in the 
Delta. Even there, the tractor, the 
mechancial picker and chemicals 
have slashed the need for labor. 
As a result, hundreds of thousands 
of Mississippians have migrated 
to the North and Middle West. 

Negroes, who once outnumbered 

whites, now make up only 43 per 
cent of the state’s population of 

2,178,141, according to the Bureau 
of the Census. They are in the 

majority in the Delta counties, l*ut 
more and more are leaving be- 
cause they have no work for eight 
or nine months a year. 

Mississippians are still a largely 
rural people. Only 38 per cent live 
in urban areas. Most of the state’s 

manufacturing jobs are in scat- 

tered, small textile and apparel 
plants. Jackson, the capital, is the 
state’s largest city. It has a pop- 
ulation of 150,000, a jet airport 
under construction, and one of 
the nation's few gold-plated bath- 
rooms. This last was installed in 
the Governor’s mansion at a cost 
of $10,000 by Gov. Ross R. Bar- 
nett. 

Mississippi is the poorest state 
in the nation and some residents 
considered the Governor’s expen- 

diture excessive in view of a 

shortage of funds for education 
and other state services. The state 
had a per capita income in 1961 
of only $1,229, compared with a 

national average of $2,263. The 
median annual family income of 
its whites was $4,209, and of its 

Negroes, $1,444. 
The state has the third highest 

illiteracy rate ,— 4.9 per cent — 

in thd natioh.'trailing only South 
Carolina and Louisiana. A total 

of 32,196 of its Negroes and 8,444 
of its whites have never attended 
school. A far larger number, 
119,741 Negroes and 40,274 whites, 
are considered functional illiter- 

ates. 
Mississippi offers a study in 

contrasts, especially in the Delta. 

Greek-revival mansions and ram- 

bling ranch houses in groves of 

shade trees look out on weather- 

beaten rows of clapboard cabins 

and tarpaper shacks, most of 

which have open privies and some 

of which lack even running water. 

A planter dressed in expensive 
Western boots and hat gets up 

from a leisurely meal in a restau- 

rant and displays a rare dime 

valued at $90 from his coin col- 

lection. Less than a mile away, 

a Negro mother arises and pre- 

pares a breakfast of sugar syrup 
and hoecakes fo her children, some 

of whom cannot attend school be- 
cause they have no shoes. 

The state’s campaign for eco- 

nomic expansion has reached a 

promising stage. The Internation- 
al Paper Company plant whose 
towering smokestack dominates 
the tidewater town of Moss Point, 
the cargo ships and nuclear sub- 

* 

marines on the ways in the Ingalls 
Shipyard ’n Pascagoula and the 
Standard Oil refinery under con- 

struction at Bayou Casotte offer 
impressive evidence of progress. 

Business experts see no ev- 

idence that segregation has hamp- 
ered such industrial growth. Con- 

tinuing racial unrest is another 

thing indeed. A leading financial 
economist in the Southeast pre- 
dicts that Mississippi’s number of 
new plant acquisitions will begin 
to decline at midyear. “It will 
continue shrinking for a long time 
to come, until and unless the state 

shows that it is willing to rejoin 
the Union,” he says. 

High as is the economic cost 

of intransigency, the social cost 
is higher. A thumbnail sketch of 

what white supremacy means in 

Mississippi is provided in a cur- 

rent report of the state advisory 
committee to the Federal Civil 

Rights Commission. It should be 
noted that its members are Mis- 

sissippians. 
“The committee’s investigations 

have indicated that in all impor- 
tant areas of citizenship, a Negro 
in Mississippi receives substan- 
tially less than his due considera- 
tion as an American and as a 

Mississippian. This denial extends 
from the time he is denied the 
right to be born in a nonseg- 
regated hospital, through his seg- 
regated and inferior school years 
and his productive years when 
jobs for which he can qualify are 

refused, to the day he dies anl 
is laid to rest in a cemetery for 
Negroes only.” 

Further, Negroes frequently are 

denied the most effective re- 

course from these wrongs — the 
ballot. The extreme to which dis- 
franchisement goes and the irra- 
tional behavior of some whites 
when confronted by a mere at- 
tempt to remedy the situation have 
just been underscored in Lefloro 
County in the Delta. 

More than 95 per cent of the 
county’s whites 21 years of age 
and older are registered, but less 
than 2 per cent of its Negroes. 
State law gives voter registrars 
almost sole discretion in saying 
who may and who may not vote. 

Thp .TnUipe ripnartinnp.nt rpppnt. 

ly instituted a Federal Court 
action against registrars in Le- 
flore and six other Mississippi 
counties. But even under reason- 

able regulations fairly applied, the 
ignorance and impoverishmest of 

many Leflore County Negroes 
would preclude their registration. 
Thus, it would appear that, with 
the cards so patently stacked in 
favor of white political supremacy, 
the registration campaign started 
there last August would have 
caused no stir. Not so. Campaign 
workers rave been threatened, 
harassed, beaten and shot. 

Such terrorism has not been 
restricted to Leflore County or to 
the Delta. The Voter Education 

Project, an Atlanta-based organ- 

ization financed by national foun- 
dations, has issued a list of 64 

separate acts of violence and in- 
timidation directed against Ne- 

groes since January, 1961, in more 

than a dozen counties. Virtually 
all of these incidents were related 
to registration activities. 

The corrosive effects of .racism 
on whites as well as Negroes are 

shown even more clearly in the 

story of Mississippi’s resistance to 
s 
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not supposed to suffer; or if they 
suffer, they may still enjoy the 
experience. It is like tobacco. En- 
joyment depends on a touch of 
C-10 H-14 N-2 — whether you 
smoke, dip, or chew. 

Putting aside the dictum wi1h 
reluctance, we agree that the 
electoral process is much en- 

tangled with PRIVATE INTER- 
EST. 

The right to vote, when con- 

trolled — as it is — by state and 
federal legislators is far from uni- 
versal. They have made “the ac- 

complishment of a chance to vole 

dependent to a considerable ex- 

tent on the altruism” of those who 
benefit most by keeping them 
from voting. Hence slow deviation 
from the status quo. 

Altruism being what it is, al- 
ways in short supply, the Supreme 
Court in 1962 took note and be- 
came “dissatisfied with the well- 
demonstrated lack of any such 
altruism.” With one far-reaching 
decision the Court committed the 
courts to judicial activism in the 
protection of the right-to-vote. 

Thus the Supreme Court did a 

complete about-face. It ceased 
confining itself (historically) to 
a backward view of what used 
to be, and began looking (sociol- 
ogically) into the future. "Lamen- 
tation and litigation followed im- 

mediately. Within a month and a 

half thereafter, court action had 
been taken or was pending in 
twenty-two states, and was being 
planned in many more. 

The particular case had to do 
with reapportionment in Tennes- 
see. It was Baker v. Carr, 369 
U.S. 186 (1962)." This whole 

symposium is one result of the 
case with the Janus-face. Read 
that case, if you read no other. 

The charge of lawlessness in the 

high court has been made, espe- 

cially by historians for whom the 
record of the past is their total 
stock in trade. Their loyalty may 

be genuine. So was the loyalty 
nf thp Rritish soldiers at Concord 
who got in the line of fire of 
“the shot heard ’round the world.” 

they have their own monument. 
It says: “To those who died to 

keep the past upon the throne.” 
If not the past, then what? The 

future of the Supreme Court is 

before us. No historian is qualified 
to write about it, and no good his- 

torian will try. 
Young America is not so com- 

mitted. Any high school kid will 
tell you that about-face means 

rotation on a vertical axis. And 
a gyroscope, the world’s best in- 
strument for dynamic stability, is 

a machine pivoted on three sets 
of bearings at right angles to each 
other. 

Just wait until the Supreme 
Court discovers that about-face is 
not the only trick it can do — 

without violating he higher law 
of the gyroscope. 

—W. W. STOUT 

desegregation in education. The 
last chapter has yet to be written 
about this phase of the struggle. 
But it already has brought the 
entire state to the brink of rebel- 
lion against the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

The action came last Sept. 13, 
when Governor Barnett invoked 
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