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good plan to try to stop against the
bridge I had it ccme to me like a flash
that I would be battered up awfully if
I did hit the timber, and that the Jap-
anese would fare even worse. I fig-

ured quick that I had better go pretty
deep to get under the timbers. I was
going to dive again and go right on to
the harbor if I had found that I was
too much played to reach the bank
before I came to the last bridge."

"Ever been overboard before?"
"Don't ithink I ever had a real ad-

venture of any kind before in my life.
I've always expected to have. When
I was an apprentice ahoard the North-
brook we were in lots of places and
had lots of weather, and there have
ben some pretty good blows for us on
the Rithet between here and San Fran-
cisco, but I've never had any chance
like this afternoon. It will give me
something to think about and to write
home about."

Wells knows the English language
quite well. He has studied and read.
He likes the sea and says Ihe will al-
ways follow it. In Honolulu he has
made only a few acquaintances, but he
likes the' town very much. The Rithet
has been in port only a couple of days.

Marshal Brown is directing a search
for the body of the Japanese, but up
to 2 o'clock this morning there was no
news of the corpse. It will no doubt
be found in the harbor in a d&y or
two, though there is expressed the
opinion that it might possibly have
been carried out to sea during the
flood.

ACRES OF WATER.
From his new home on Kukui

street, P. C. Jones saw the waters of

the stream pass over the bridge close
at hand. The premises of Mr. Jones
were all but invaded. All the yards
on the makai side of School street, be-

tween Nuuanu and Fort had lakes
within. The Queen hotel lot was flood-

ed; " Many residence lots along Vine-

yard street Ewa of Nuuanu were under
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One life was lost in the floodo disappeared beneath the torrent.
0 effort had been made to save

Louis College, was rescued by a
o women and children had narrow
o was well organized and grandly

0 turned out by the hundreds. Men
willing for any task presented.0 The deluge was caused by
.supposed that there had been a

o for three hours was a big, mad
stone walls, but before these had

0 the water left the course and
acres. The waters were the highest
The stream went down three feet0

Five bridges on the line of the
time water was flowing over two

o The loss of property will not
0 figures. Damages to houses and
o a great many poor people have
0 and will find considerable of their

This was the greatest flood the
was the most appalling ando

by elements, since the great
0o oooooo

of yesterday. A Japanese
This was after a noble

him. One boy, a pupil at St.
young companion. Dozens of

escapes. The relief work
effective. Able volunteers
of every walk of life were

heavy rainfall. At first it was
cloud-burst- . Nuuanu stream
river. It was kept within its

been reached by the flood,
spread over a couple of hundred

at 2:30 in the afternoon.
in two hours after.

rush of water stood. At one
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foot up heavily in dollar
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saw the gallant attempt that young
Wells, at his own peril, made to save
the life of a Japanese laborer. The
Japanese fell into the wild stream be-

low the Kukui street bridge. Wells
was in a boat from his bark with a
crew in command of a mate when he
saw the little brown man vainly fight-
ing the muddy current. The Japanese
was swept near the boat. Before there
was a chance for movement or for de-

ciding who should go to the assistance
of the Japanese, Wells, fully attired
and without a word, Jumped from his
seat, leaving his oar. In an instant
he had the helpless man and thought
he had him saved.

There was grand cheering from the
throngs of people on the shores and
in the houses. Wells had the Japanese
entirely in hand. Wells is a strong
swimmer and it looked as though he
Would reach a stream wall before the
current carried the two of them to Be-reta- nia

street bridge. This could not
be done. The crowd was involuntarily
breathless as the Britisher and the
Japanese went under the bridge. It
appeared to the onlookers that Wells
dived with his burden. This was not
the case. The water was flowing over
the bridge. In a second or a fraction
of one, Wells was seen to come to the
surface alone, clear to the bridge. .In
another instant the Japanese was seen
floating. The two men were some dis
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amount of sickness in the city after the
rain ceases.

THE RAILWAY.
General Manager Dillingham and

Superintendent Dennison of the Oahu
Railway sent word that they would
spare some men if there was need of
assistance to save lives. Marshal
Brown sent back the message that he
felt the railway people should look
after their own property and thanking;
Mr. Dillingham for the offer. A large
force of men was mustered in for
work about the railway yards and some
fine maneuvering was done to keep off
the flood. There was some heavy tem-por- ay

drainage provision that- - saved
the company thousands of dollars.
Fortunately, there had been provision
for a considerable invasion of water
and the railway people were able jaot
only to prevent any alarming damage
to .their property, but as well to keep
trains moving. The train from Waia-na- e

and Ewa arriving in the evening
was a trifle late. The track was under
water in a number of places on the
line. As a precuation a hand car was
sent ahead of the train as pilot. AH
damage to the system will be repaired
in a few days.

A BOY SAVED.
The Brothers comprising the corps

of teachers and workers at St. Louis
College, were on the alert in the in-

terest of their pupils and the property
they have In charge. There was a
depth of from two to four feet of water
all over the premises for several hours.
A number of the floors were inundated
and the damage is quite a bit.

One boy of the St. Louis school near-
ly lost his life. Hannibal Brito is the
son of the Brito formerly in the gro-

cery business at the corner of King
and Smith streets. The boy, aged 12,
was returning to school from hi3 home
and approached the flood from Vine-
yard street. He undertook to cross
the stream on a narrow board path.
When in the middle he became dizzy,
lost his balance and with a scream fell
into the water. He had barely touched
the muddy waves when Wm. Morris, a
Hawaiian boy, jumped. Morris is more
than half grown, and is strong and
athletic. In . a few seconds he had
brought little Brito to the slippery
bank. Brito was taken at once to the
College. Dr. C. B. Woods happened
to be in the locality and gave the boy
the usual treatment is such cases.
Young Brito in a few minutes was out
of danger and was put to bed. This
incident happened in but a few min-
utes and was not witnessed by many
people. It was early in the flood.
Morris was praised for his bravery and
presence of mind.

GENERAL RESCUE WORK.
Every time there is a heavy rainfall

or an unusual shower reports come

from Kauamakapili, Aala and other
low districts along Nuuanu stream of
danger to houses and people. The
police always investigate, but up to
yesterday have only reported assist-
ance was not required. Capt Robt.
Parker was sent to the wet districts
hy Marshal Brown. The Captain after
a hasty survey of the situation lost no

(Continued on Second Page.)

tance apart. Wells swam for the man
in distress. The Japanese sank. Wells
was carried on. The Japanese came
to the surface. Wells struck out for
him. Then the Japanese sank and
was seen no more. His body was car-
ried out to sea with the flotsam and
jetsam. Wells, by the greatest effort,
managed to reach the stream . wall
within a few feet of the King street
bridge. He was cheered and congra-
tulated. In a few minutes he left for
his vessel, before leaving, however, ex
pressing regret that he had been un
able to save the Japanese. Everyone
admired Wells. Even those who had
wildly shouted to him early in the bat
tle to leave the Japanese and save him
self, were glad that he had made every
effort to rescue the one victim.

On the deck of the Rithet, Wells said
to the Advertiser man: "I only did
what I couldn't help doing. It was not
the fault of the Japanese that I could
not save him. He behaved all right.
When I first took hold of him I thought
of stories I had heard about people in
distress in the water drowning those
who attempted to help them. He be
haved all right. I caught hold of the
collar of bis shirt or kimono or coat
and floated him on his baok. He' must
have been quite exhausted, for he
made no struggle at all. I heard peo
ple shouting to me to let him go and
save myself, but I gave the calls no
attention. I did not think I was in
much danger and I could not have the
idea of leaving the poor fellow. He
looked at me in a pitiful way and
groaned. I think he must have been
hurt. I saw the bridge looming ahead
and heard warnings about it. My first
thought was to try and stop against
the bridge, but then I thought the
way the current was running it would
break me to pieces by the collision.
There was no time to figure .to any
extent. I tightened my grip on the
cloth and simply dropped down ta
get deep enough to .miss the lowrer
works of the bridge. I grazed some
thing. The Japanese struck. He must
have hit a timber. I felt him wrench
ed away from me hard. I tried to
hold him, but couldn't do it. I was
sorry to feel him go. If someone had
thrown a line before we came to the
bridge I would have brought him
alongside without any trouble. I won
der why they didn't have some lines
on hand. I saw him twice after we
went under the bridge and tried to
get to him, but it was no use. Once
I was about to dive after him, but I
was getting played out and besides the
water was so foul that you couldn'c
see anything under it. The people
kept shouting to me and I kept get-
ting more and more tired. I felt the
Japanese was gone and that I had bet-
ter look out for myself. There was
another bridge in sight and I worked
hard to get to the bank. I made it
all right and that's about all the story
I can tell you."

"What part of the whole adventure
most impressed you?"

"There was more than one thing that
seemed to me remarkable or vivid or
something like a book or a play on
the stage. Going under the bridge I
thought about twice, even if it was
only a second or so. One thing was
that I had lost the man and the other
was that my clothes might get so
heavy that they would hinder me, but
come to think of now, I had been wet
as to clothes for an hour. I kept won-
dering all the time why there was no
line thrown. It seemed to me that the
fellows ashore were too excited to think
of that. I heard lots of things that
were said, and the roar of the water
was pretty loud, too. I heard them
tell me to let him go and save myself
and I heard one man shriek 'He's only
a Jap; you're a fool. Save yourself.'
Right after I thought it might be a

in and immediately mauka of Kauma-kapi- li

and In the Aala district, includ-
ing as well the depot and yard prem-
ises of the Oahu Railway and Land
Company. In Kaumakapili and around
St. Louis College, this being either
side of the stream, the water was from
two to six feet deep for three or four
hours. The little lane leading to the
two Chinese theaters in Aala was a
duplicate of the Nuuanu stream, but
without so swift a current. Men wad-
ing about were up to their waists and
neoks. At one time water was almost
on the floors of the depot building. The
water stretched away in the switching
yards, completely hiding the track
from view. There is a marked depress-
ion in King street and on both sides
from the newly made land just Ewa
of the bridge to within a couple of
hundred feet of Liliha street. In this
limit almost enough water for the har-
bor collected and it subsided very
slowly. Beyond the King street bridge
and going towards Ewa there are a
score or more of Chinese shops. In
every one of these the water had en-

tered and was over the floors and
banked against the counters and walls
and. boxes and barrels of goods. There
were sights till the scenes so novel at

; first became monotonous. Each Chi-ine- se

merchant had followed the same
j plan. They piled goods on the count
ers and on empty boxes and barrels
and then stored their families on top
of the lot. Every 'Chinese shopkeep-
er has a family. It was early to be
seen that these people were not in
great danger. ;

There will be heavy losses for the
families living mauka of the Chinese
theater locality and in fact all the
way along between St. Louis College
district and King street. Scores of
Hawaiians and foreigners who have
little homes in this neighborhood have
had inflicted loss from which they can
not recover for some time. It will be
months before the full effect of the
flood is gone.

Suggestions were made yesterday
afternoon and last evening for a citi-
zens' relief commission. The best ad- -

vice seemed to be to wait an investi-
gation by Marshal Brown, who will
send trustworthy men into all the
flooded districts today to learn just
what damage has been and to ascertain
if there are any people in actual want.
There i3 earnest talk of reviving the
Citizens' Sanitary Board for the pur-
pose of making several inspections of
the town. It is the opinion of men
who have given the subject attention
that unless extraordinary precautions
are taken there will he an Immense
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Wm. Wells, a sailor of the American

bark R. P. Rithet, was the hero of

the flood and deserves a testimonial.
He is a boy of 21, born in New Zea-

land. He came here December 24, 1S96,

In the company of the British bark
Northbrook. The Northbrook put into
Honolulu at that time for medicines.

Several of the men were down with
malaria fever. Wells had just finished

his time as an apprentice. He secured

a release and joined the Rithet. Since
that time he has been with the sugar
and merchandise packet in all her trips
between this port and San Francisco.

Not a great many adventures have
been experienced by young Wells, but
he says he does not think he can en-

gage in a more thrilling enterprise
than that of yesterday if he alternates
Between battle field, fire scene and flood
wreckage all the rest of his days.
Wells is a modest, intelligent, fine

chap and rather seeks to elude the

honors which come to him for his con-

duct of yesterday. He was at his work

when a reporter found him aboard the

bark last evening and was bashful in

telling the story.
Several thousand people of the city

BREAK IN WALL ABOVE BERETANIA BRIDGE.
(Harry Roberts' Sketch.)
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water. School street bridge is high
above the stream, "but there was a fine

flood beneath. Just above the Kukui
street bridge the only houses actual-

ly floated away by the flood were
seen. There were two small cottages

adrift. The occupants had left them
early in the storm.

.The greatest bodies of water were

i


