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In Progress of the Pacific.

President McKinley and his administration are
being severely criticised

President JlcKinley's
Philippine Policy.

of

ed States. ist

are loud in their denunciation
of the war now being waged Aguinaldo,
while expansionist papers
are very satirical concern
ing the "benevolent inten-
tions" of the United States,
stoutly claimed by the ad-

ministration, yet so loudly
proclaimed to the Filipinos
only at the mouth of can-

non.
It seems to be the con-

census of opinion, however,
that the majority of the

people are in
favor of the policy of ex-

pansion and would not
consent to relinquishing
any of the territory won by
their victorious army or the
purchased sovereignty over
the Philippines. If such be
the case it is difficult to
conceive of any other
course to be pursued by
the administration than
that of considering Aguin-
aldo and his followers
rebels against the authority
of the United States, who
must be whipped into re-

cognition of the newly-acquire- d

sovereignty. This

by many the most in-

fluential journals and
periodicals of the Unit

journals
against
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must be done before recon-
struction can take place or
the natives be offered a civil, home-rul- e govern-
ment. The injustice to the Filipinos dates very
much further back than the present state of af-

fairs.
Mr. McKinley probably represents more than

any other president of the United States the type
of the American politician. He has not made
a move or outlined a policy without first tak-
ing his initiative from the pulse of the people.
This is doubtless very American and the policy
is probably so justified by the President. But

t the time required in estimating the trend of pub
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lic sentiment frequently causes procrastination
very detrimental to the public good. Prior to
the war with Spain he continued diplomatic rela-
tions almost to the verge of national dishonor
and then consented to the declaration of war only
when cock-sur- e the people would be contented
with nothing less. True, nothing could have been
more vigorous and praiseworthy than his prose-
cution of the war after it started, but at its close
his fatal weakness in not declaring that the Unit-
ed IStates would hold the Philippines, as the

4

mmm

E3I

m
ssam

fruits of Admiral Dewey's victory at Manila, has
saddled the nation with another bloody and ex-

pensive war with Aguinaldo. Develop-
ments gave evidence that the President intended
to hold the Philippines before the meeting of the
Peace Commission at Paris. Why was not this
intention declared? Mr. Cleveland would have
declared it at the risk of a howl from seventy
million throats. The hope of independence would
not have found birth in the minds of Aguinaldo
and his chiefs. The war with the Filipinos might
not have been entirely avoided but it surely would
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have been short, sharp, decisive and less sanguin-
ary.

Even after it was decided to retain sovereignty
over the Philippines Mr. McKinley failed to de-
fine what the "benevolent intentions" of the Unit-
ed States were toward the Filipinos. Aguin-aldo- 's

frequent attempts, through his representa-
tives, to obtain definite information concerning
the policy of the United States were entirely
ignored on the. plea that any recognition of him
might jeopardize the American claim to sover-

eignty over the Philippines.
How could this have been

Are Filipino's Seek-

ing Peace.

possible when the great
power of the United States
is considered in comparison
with the real impertence of
Aguinaldo and his follow-
ers. The fact is, the Fili-
pinos, at the end of the war
with Spain, held possession
of much the larger portion
of the disputed territory as
our allies, and as such, in
all justice, they were entitl-
ed to prompt assurances of
government they were to
have if they submitted to
American sovereignty.

There can be no doubt
that Aguinaldo was com-
pelled, in order to hold his
people together and force
the issue, to attack the
American forces and he
has had a fine taste of the
"benevolent intentions" of
the American people to-

ward the Filipinos.
Through the consummate
arrogance and positive pro-
vincialism of the policy of
the administration the bene-
ficent work of pacification,

reconstruction and Americanizing the Philippines
has been greatly retarded.

Recent dispatches point to an early settlement
of the Philippine war.
But the Filipinos are by
no means whipped.
Their remarkable activ- -
ity i(n reoccupying

strategic points abandoned by the Americans for
lack of numbers to garrison them proves it. A
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