
prominent general, with the American forces in
the Philippines, is quoted as saying that it would
take 100,000 men to whip Aguinaldo if he
could command perfect harmony in his army.
There can be no doubt of this but the successive
victories of the Americans is having the effect
of disintegrating Aguinaldo's forces. But the
Filipinos nave gained tlieir point. President Mc-Kinl- ey

is now willing to treat with them and is
busying himself with a plan of liberal govern-
ment lor the Philippines and there can be no
doubt that these plans will be tar more liberal
to the Filipinos tlian they would have been it
Aguinaldo had not fought to obtain justice and
right.

President lucKinley was disposed to throw
the whole Philippine question upon Congress and
that body having adjourned witnout denuue ac-
tion he would doubtless have waited until the
meeting ot next Congress beiore acting, had it
not been tor the Pmlippine war. it is noc ai ail
unlikely that betore tins issue goes to press an
armistice will have been arranged between Aguin-
aldo and General Utis, pending negotiations, and
a definite statement 01 the "Denevolent intentions''
ot the United states toward the Filipinos. Bin
it is highly probable that General Aguinaldo and
his long-suiten- tollowers win nave to wait
eight or nine months under arms betore obtain-
ing satisfaction, president aUcKinley is planning
a trip to California ostensibly to ascenam the
sentiment ot the American people upon the policy
ot expansion. While the President is indulging
his pulse-feelin- g mania the Filipinos will nave
to wait and the time will thus be killed between
this and the next meeting of Congress. VVill me
.bihpinos wait this long or will they deem it neces-
sary to begin hostilities again to compel the Unit-
ed states to formulate a definite policy ?

In time ot war the President 01 the United
States is endowed with as much power as the
Czar of all the Kussias concerning the movemenc
of armies and making treaties with the foe. Why
has not this power been invoked to treat witn
Aguinaldo? Evidently, because the President
tears the loss ot popularity by abating the arro-
gance of the American policy in its relations with
what we are pleased to term inferior races. It
the Filipinos are to be American citizens the
United States has not undertaken the most char-
itable way of teaching them that all men are
"free and equal."

What are the facts in the case? At the request
of an American representative Aguinaldo raised
an army in the Philippines to assist Admiral
Dewey in whipping the Spaniards and valiantly
did he do his work. He defeated the enemy in
many battles and took thousands of prisoners.
When the war was over between the United
States and Spain obedient to the request ot his
great ally he stopped fighting and awaited results.
To his probable surprise and chagrin the question
of sovereignty over the Philippines was left open
for decision by the Peace Commission. The only
thing left a wise leader was to demand independ-
ence for his people. If the Peace Commission
decided that the sovereignty of the islands should
remain with Spain he would be in position to con-
tinue the fight for freedom from Spanisli rule.
If the United States did not want the islands the
Peace Commission might have granted his de-
mand for independence. If the sovereignty of the
islands was to be held by the United States he
was in a position to obtain better terms for his
people. The only terms offered by the Americans
were "benevolent intentions." A people who had
been gulled by Spanish promises for 300 years
was in no mood to repose childlike confidence
in the benevolence of a people whose only record
in the exercise of this noble quality toward in-
ferior races is killing off Indians to make them
good and roasting negroes.

It is a rude thought to penetrate the mind of
an American citizen, but when the situation is
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analyzed one is almost compelled to admit that
Aguinaldo has been more statesmanlike in the in-

terest of his people than the President of the
United States. The crisis is near at hand. If
the United States will make the Filipinos Ameri-
can citizens on equal terms with those on the
mainland there will probably be peace. If there
is any more shilly-shall- y policy there will doubt-
less be a continuance of war.
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There seems to lie considerable misapprehen-
sion in the United States

Filipinos as
Americans

concerning the Fili-
pinos. is if the
general ignorance con
cerning them is any-

thing like in proportion to the lamentable lack
of knowledge of the subject displayed by the
average American newspaper. The statements
made concerning these people are fully as wild
and false as those made of the Hawaiians during
the annexation discussion. It was openly stated
and maintained by the American press that the
Hawaiian people were ignorant, thoughtless and
altogether unfit to become citizens of the United
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States. Every American who has visited these
islands must carry away with him the conviction
that such a contention is utterly false and absurd.
As a matter of fact over nine-tent- hs of the native
population in these islands can read and write.
Anyone visiting the Philippines will find that
nearly the same conditions prevail there. The
fact should not be lost sight of that the Filipinos
have been under the rule of a civilized nation for
300 years, and that with the exception of the Sulu
Kingdom comprising about 300,000 people, who
are Mohammedans, the balance of the population
has been converted to the Catholic faith.

Far the most interesting and reliable contribu-
tion to current literature concerning the char-
acteristics of this interesting people is an article
in a recent number of the Review of Reviews by
Senor Juan Caroy Mora, editor of La Voz Es-pano- la,

at Manila. Senor Mora has lived nearly
a life time among the Philippines and the nature
of his profession has given him ample opportu-
nity for studying the characteristics of the na-
tives. He says: "The number who cannot read
and write is very small, including the women,
and the number is much less of those who have
not learned to read, while those who lack at least
the most fundamental and necessary religious and
moral instruction are very rare indeed.
The native Filipino does not know the vice of
blasphemy; he is not ordinarily obscene in his

speech; he is respectful to those who display
authority ; is docile and obedient, although he is
weak and remiss in the performance of his duties ;

he hears punishment and believes it to be just
when he is guilty of a fault; but he becomes irri-
tated if personally insulted. All in
all it is quite certain that the indigenous Filipino
has simple and peaceful habits ; deferential to his
ciders and superiors; very obedient and submis-
sive to authority; hospitable, charitable and re-

ligious; a great lover of the church and the
enemy of tumults and revolt."

This is certainly not bad material out of which
to make good American citizens. For years
hordes of ignorant Italians and other Europeans
have been absorbed by the United States without
affecting the integrity of the nation; after the
war of the rebellion 4,000,000 blacks as ignorant
and superstitious as human beings well could b;
were absorbed without detriment to the progress
of the Republic; and recently Porto Rico ha-- ,

been brought into the body politic, with it large
population of superstitious blacks and peoir,
without there being the slightest objection on the
part of our populace.

Of the 8,000,000 Filipinos only 300,000 Mo-

hammedan Malays, 300,000 non-Malay- an sav-

ages in northern Luzon and 20,000 of the abori-
ginal negritos arc to be excluded from the general
estimate of Filipino characteristics made by
Senor Mora. Surely, American institutions of
freedom are enduring enough to extend their
beneficent influences to a people so eligible to
the benefits of our civilization without impairing
the national integrity.
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President McKinley has been most happy in
his choice of represen- -

The Peace tati?es to ,the, peace
conference that has re--

Commlsslon ccm,y assembled at
The Hague. Andrew

D. White, ambassador to Berlin, who is a
scholar, historian and diplomat, is at the head of
the American delegation. The other members
are Stanford, Newell, Seth Low, of Columbia
College, Captain A. T. Mahan, retired from the
Navy after forty years of service, who has the
reputation of being one of the greatest American
naval strategists and Captain William Crozier
of the army, an expert in ordnance, and still on
the active list.

The United States can have very little interest
of a vital nature as to the deliberations of the
Peace Conference. She has no standing army
that could in any way be considered as a menace
to the peace of the world ; her navy is even now
inadequate to the necessities imposed by her new
responsibilities in the Antilles and the Filip-pine- s.

But it cannot be considered as only
courtesy that inspired the invitation to the
United States to participate in what is, perhaps,
the most august conference of nations in the
world's history. The United States is a world
power and it would have been a discourtesy
which could hardly have been forgiven had she
not been invited to participate.

It is a matter for congratulation that the
United States delegation has been instructed
to advocate the settling of all difficulties be-

tween nations by arbitration, thus putting the
Great Republic on record again in the interest
of universal peace. It is also another evidence
of that irresistible wave of sentiment, in both
countries in favor of Anglo-Saxo- n harmony on
all great questions, that England's delegation
has been instructed to favor arbitration upon
similar lines to those proposed by the United
States.

It is too sanguine to hope that the Peace Con-
ference will accomplish anything tangible, ex-

cept, perhaps, that of producing a friendlier senti- -


