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The death of Capt. James A. King, late
Minister of Interior, fol-rlaw-

Mourns lowing so closely upon
the Death of the death of John Phillips
Kamaalnas. and Dr. Hyde, brings

home the sad fact that the
grim angel with a scythe, is claiming for his
own, many of those whose faces have been
familiar to us from boyhood. It is sad to
feel that Captain King's death was caused
by his grief for the loss of his old-tim- e

iriend and fraternal brother John Phillips,
by reason of his insisting walking beside
the bier, in his feeble state of health, in-

stead of following the remains in a carriage.
To regain his strength he went to visit his
brother-in-la- w at Kaneohe for a few days.
With the innocent intention of teaching his

ld son how to
swim, he had gone with him
into the sea. Receiving a
paralitic stroke or fainting
fit, he was drowned in two
feet of water. His brave
little son, with his feeble
strength, tried to raise his
father and finding that he
could not, ran to the house
for assistance. But;itw.is
all over. The bluff old
captain whom eveiyone
loved who knew him, had
passed to that "bourne
from which no traveler
returns."

It is unnecessary to dis-

cuss now Minister King's
political affiliations or the
circumstances which
brought him into the cabi-
net. Very many did not
agree with his political
stand, but his memory will
be held dear by all for his
personal qualities, high
character and integrity in
both public and private life.
In justice, it should be said,
that the internal affairs of
the country have prospered
during Minister King's in-

cumbency of the Interior
Office. Carriage roads have
beenbuilt in all parts of the
Islands, to replace the sad-

dle horse trails of a few
years ago. Railroads have
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been built partially under
Government patroage and supervision:
streets have been improved and new ones
opened to keep pace with the rapid growth
of the various cities and towns; water
work have been established at Hilo and
the Honolulu system enlarged, and needed
improvements of all kinds have been vigor-
ously pushed during his administration of
the affairs of the Interior Office.

But it is as the bluff old captain of the
Knau that most of us like to remember the
deceased. He was kind, genial and whole-soule- d

with his passengers and crew, but in
times of peril, "so frequent ,,in these tem-pesto- us

channels and treacherous landings, '
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he would rise to a pitch' of excitement
under the responsibility that utterly
transformed him, and his wrath fell
more terrible than the howling winds
and lashing sea, upon the man who
failed to be :t his post of duty.

Just before going to press last week
the death of Dr. Hyde occurred, which
takes away another kamaaina whose life

work has been devoted to Hawaii. Whaever
may have been the differences of opinion
concerning the political, religious and
social convictions during the life of those
who have passed away, death levels all
prejudice, and we all join with the bereaved
in mourning the loss of our kamaainas.

It may be deemed hardly necessary to
The Vacancy in fiN tie vacancy caused by
the Interior
Office.

the death of Minister King
as the time is so near at
hand when a territorial

governor will replace the present adminis-
tration. But if President Dole does
fill the vacancy, and he unquestionably
should, the appointment should be made
as a reward for faithful services Chief
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Clerk Hassinger has more than
decades plodded away as the servant of

government, in the capacity of head
clerk of the Interior Department. Mr.
Hassinger is not a politician and has never
sought preferment, but by reason of his
efficiency, integrity and complete knowl-
edge of the business of this department he
has been retained by every changing
administration through monarchial
reigns, the Provisional Government and
Republic. In his important position, Mr.
Hassinger has contributed more than any
one rer.lizes or appreciates toward the

.Jjrosperty of Hawaii. Such faithfulness to

duty should be rewarded. It is now in the
power, of the administration to make such
fitting recognition.

The Advertiser confesses that it had no
knowledge until last Mon-Wh- o

is the day of the rumor that
Rumor Fiend? United States Agent

Sewell had, by decree of
President McKinley, the
superceded President Dole as temporaiy
Governor of Hawaii. This alleged news
was known to the Weekly three days
before we went to press last Saturday. In
fact, a form was held over until Saturday
morning so that we might be able to publish
the news, if confirmed by any incoming
steamer or transport. The Weekly's in-
vestigations before Friday evening of last
week satisfied us that the report was untrue,
or, at least, doubtful; and, as we take a
pride in being authentic, nothing was said
of it. But the question is, why should not
the Advertiser, that is in such close touch
with the Government, the community and
the "family compact" have heard of a
rumor which, if true, would have been the

most important niece of
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news that we have had for
months, as soon as the
Weekly did? If the alleg-
ed news had been true, th e
fact remains that a d ly
would have been "scoop-
ed" by a weekly paper, i It
is a most lamentable th ng
to be forced to confess, but
the fact remains that our
most important daily news-
paper is not up to date.

Apropos rumors, it is
said that they always have
some foundation. But Mr.
Sewell's indignant denial,
in an interview with an Ad-
vertiser reporter, and earn-
est desire to la' violent
hands upon the rumor-fien- d

if he could be found, must,
be taken as conclusive
evidence that this particular
rumor is an exception to
the rule, and has no foun-
dation whatever.

But it would not have
been suprising if there were
a foundation for it. Pres-
ident McKinley is conced-
ed to be a political trim-
mer, and he has made up
his mind not to appoint
either Mr. Dole or Mr.
Sewell as Governor of
Hawaii. Not being mind-reader- s,

especially at a dis-
tance of 5000 miles from the
master mind of the republic,

claim any special knowledge
upon which to base this opinion.
tuitively, we feel such to be a fact.

But, m- -
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more careful reading of the horoscope of
McKinley's particular planet, we also pre-
dict that he has not yet made up his mind
who he is going to appoint as Governor of
Hawaii. Now, then, being a political trim-
mer, what could be more natural, having
satisfied the "family compact" by con-
tinuing Mr. Dole in office .thus far, for Mr.
McKinley to remove the present incumbent
and appoint Mr. Sewell temporary governor
to satisfy that' gentleman's special pull at
Washington. The rumor-fien- d must be a


