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DURING THE EVENING of December 19, Chinle Plant Management held a Christmas supper (pot-luck
fashion) for their employees and families. The turn-out was wonderful; over 200 persons attended. TTie menu
included ham, chicken; dressing, gravy; potatoes, yams; beans, peas, corn G other vegetables; green,
fruit, jello and macaroni salads; apple G cranberry sauce, rolls, Navajo fry bread; cake, punch and coffee.
Santa Claus visited and gave treats to the children. There was also popcorn galore during the evening.
Everyone enjoyed the occasion and thanks must be given to all who brought food and helped in any way.

(Photograph by John D. Wallace)

Long Ago In Navojolnnd
& October form the best season to
make war on these Indians. If the
caches of corn can be found in the
winter, as we are assured they can
be but which is doubtful, they will
take the place of grass, but the
troops must be all cavalry & the
wood will be found very scarce.

1 have to repeat the remark
made in my former letter, that the
Navajoes sincerely believe it to be
impracticable to give up the
depredators & those concerned in
the murder. There are some 2800
sheep (including lambs) that have
not been restored. Some of the In-
dians affect to believe that the
losses have been repaid, but dis-
cussion with them on such a point
is of evil tendency.

Unless the acts of which the
question is, be punished by a war-
like expedition it is very probable
that other outrages will occur, G
perhaps the western Navajoes may
be encouraged to take part in them.
If it be judged proper to make war
on these Indians it should be of
the most stringent character—we
ought to have no more small wars
with the Navajoes.

On the ocher hand it is possi-
ble, I wish I could use a stronger
term, that if two or three more
such expeditions as Capt. Ewell G
I have recently made, be sent
through the Navajoe country before
the Ist November, and die losses
recently sustained by the Mexicans
be paid out of the Indian appro-
priations at FL Defiance in the
presence of as many Navajoes as
can be collected —they understand-
ing that this comes out of what
they otherwise would have re-
ceived—G such conditions as may
be deemed best be prescribed to

them, that the frontiers may re-
main unmolested for a year or
more. It is necessary, however,
to remember that all promises G
treaties of the Navajoes are utterly
worthless unless guaranteed by
their interests or their fears.

Very Respectfully G c.
a L. KENDRICK
CapL & Bt. Maj. G c.
Comg. Ft. Defiance

Albuquerque, N.M.
Aug. 15, 1853

To Maj. Wm. A. Nichols
A. A. Gen. G c.

Sir:
1 have the honor to state that in

accordance with instructions from
Hd. Qrs. 9th Mill Depart, under
date of July 6th G 9th 1853. I left
Fl Defiance on the 19th, in com-
pany with Capt. Ewell G Mr. Dodge
(Indian Agent) C proceeded in the
direction of the San Juan River.
Crossing the Sierra de Tuni-cha
at a point directly opposite the
peaks of the Ojos Calientes, then
turning to the north & leaving these
peaks some 10 miles to our right,
and passing through Canon Blanco,
we found ourselves, on the 23d of
July, at the mouth of the Chaco—-
an estimated distance from Ft.
Defiance of about 100 miles.

LL Ransom was encamped at
this point, but deeming his com-
mand unnecessary to us, he was
directed to return to his station,
making two days marches up the
Las Animas, toexamine that river,
if he found it possible to cross the
San Juan. Contrary to the efforts
of the Navajoes we wext down the
San Juan as far as the momh of
the Rio de Cheille. which we
reached on the 28th. Here the
river enters a deep C very re-
markable canon, rent in rocks of
an ancient date. This canon, some
of the Indians told us. extends to
the Colorado, some 10 or 15 days
marches; from its top we could see
that nothing would be gained by
attempting to descend the river
further at this time, C from this
point we returned along the Cheille
to FL Defiance which we reached
on the 4th AugusL

Although the country to the east

of the Tuni-cha is by no means so
well timbered C watered as that on
its western side, nor the grazing

•for horses so good, yet consider-

able corn is raised there; this is
well observed at Chuska, G in the
neighborhood of Tuni-cha & Canon
Blanco—all more or less disaf-
fected localities. Many signs of
horses G sheep were seen also.

There is not much corn raised
immediately on the San Juan; the
sheep which are kept there were
kept om of our sight. Contrary to

what the Navajoes repeatedly as-
sured us, we found quite sufficient
grass for our nights camps. Still
the grazing on this river, in re-
lation to sustaining a post, is bad.
Cottonwood is the only timber
found on this part of the river, G
it is too small for rafters. It is
possible that it can be obtained on
the Las Animas. Bituminous coal
is found on the San Juan, which be-
longing. apparently, to the newer
series of rocks, is probably not
extensive, though it would be of
service to a post established in its
vicinity.

At this season where we struck
this river, it is about 100 yards
wide, with an average depth of 6
feet G a current of 5 or 6 miles
pr. hour. Its highest stage of water
is in April, its lowest in October.

Along the Cheille, G even with-
in its canon, much corn is raised,
but it is presumed that not so many
animals are kept there as in other
portions of the Navajoe country
west of the mountains.

Respectfully referring to my
letter of June 14, 1 have here to

repeat from additional observation
what 1 then stated in relation to the
localities of the evil doers. & the
distinction between Indians living
on the respective sides of the
mouiCains. Should it be deemed
necessary to make an expedition
againsr these people it would be
well,under certain conditions made
known to the western Navajoes, to

confine our operations to die east

aide of the Sierra de Tuni-cha.
The months of August. Septr.
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VA TRAINING TIME
EXTENDED FOR VET

Reservists who were called to

active duty during the Berlin crisis
have been granted additional time
to complete their education and
rehabilitation training under a bill
receKly signed into law by
President Kennedy, it was
announced today by Wayne Sanders,
Manager of Arizona VA Regional
Office.

Reservists woo were called to
active duty under Executive Order
before August 1,1962, and those
w enlistments were extended,

benefit under this liberalization of
the original Korean GI BilL

Similiar extensions of deadlines
for training under the War Orphans
Educational Assistant Act are also
granted to orphans whose
programs of education are
interrupted due to certain
conditions beyond their control,
Sanders said.

More information about these GI
Bill amendments can be obtained
at any VA regional office.
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