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To Understand and Be Understood
By CHET MACRORIE

A remarkable coincidence was noted in the re-
marks of two distinguished speakers from Washington,
D.C. , during the Third Annual Navajo Youth Confer-
ence held at Chinle on March 21, 22, and 23. Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs Philleo Nash, and Leon
Schertler, Senior Training Officer of the Peace Corps,
stressed the "art of communication" as being funda-
mental in understanding and working effectively with
other people.

Neither man spoke from prepared texts, and it
is highly improbable that either of these highly exper-
ienced and respected government officials were aware
of the other’s approach to the topic. Nash spoke from
the viewpoint of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in connec-
tion with working with American Indians and Schertler
approached his theme on the basis of the Peace Corps
philosophy which has emerged from experiences while
working with underdeveloped foreign nationals. Nash
spoke to the group on Thursday night, and Schertler,
not arriving in Chinle until Friday, was the guest
speaker at the banquet on F riday night.

Yet, both of these men, each unaware of the
other’s feeling of the importance of communication,
stressed the fundamental need for adequate communi-
cation and understanding.

In the newspaper field, one frequently encounters
situations arising from lack of understanding of people
or issues, with results ranging from the humerous to
the tragic. In most of these instances, the parties to
the situation have been of similar background and cul-
ture, with some basis for common understanding. The
chance use of the wrong word or phrase can convey an
entirely different meaning from that intended by the
Speaker or writer, and a word which has one meaning
for the individual using it may have a wide variance of
meaning for the listeners whom it reaches.

Considering this, it is not at all surprising that
the problems are vastly multiplied and complicated
when groups with different basic cultures, languages
and environments attempt to work together. This prob-
lem in itself may seem trivial compared to the scope
of the economic development, redevelopment, recon-
struction, rehabilitation and other major projects
which are being undertaken. That two important gov-
ernment leaders should consider it a problem of some
magnitude is, in itself, a large step toward establish-
ing the desired communion.

The programs listed are most important, to be
“&ure, but without the basic understanding and respect
of one person for another, one leader for another, one
group for another, there is a high probability that the
programs themselves stand less chance of success
through an inevitable chain reaction of misunderstand-
ing and distrust.

No one likes to be treated as the recipient of a
handout —neither does the well intentioned giver re-
spond warmly when his offers are rebuffed. If a solid
ground of mutual understanding can be established,
other fine things can be accomplished. With respect
and understanding as the foundation, larger and more
complex programs can be achieved, with the knowledge
that the entire structure willnot collapse or be under-
mined by the lack of proper communication.

It occurs to one that many of the disastrous
consequences of a country going communist despite

I SMOKE PUFFS I
By Marshall Tome

All we want to do is to help you with a few State Controls!

When GEORGE WASHINGTON needed a chef in
the original frontier days, he didn't try to lure one away
from the French embassy in London. The father of his
country just inserted this notice in a newspaper: ”A
cook is wanted for the family of the President of the
United States. No one need apply who is not perfect in
the business, and can bring indubitable testimonials
of sobriety, honesty, and attention to the duties of the
station. ”

* * * *

Mail carriers in Odate, Northern Japan, have
boycotted Tokusaburo Yashiro because his dog bit one
of them. The mailmen said they warned they would quit
serving his house because the dog had threatened sev-
eral of them several times. When one finally got nipped,
delivery stopped. Yashiro asked the post office to send
his mail to a neighbor's house, but that request was
turneddown. . . We hope to have mailmen soon in Win-
dow Rock. . .

* * * *

HARVEY BLACKWATER, Kayenta, Arizona, "It
is only the superficial qualities that last. Man’s deeper
nature is soon found out.”. . . BERT BEGAY, Haskell
Institute, Lawrence, Kansas, "It is an understatement
to say that I began to read. I stepped into another life."
. . . GEORGE MALONE, Sherman Institute, Riverside,
California, "I can read anything which I call a book.
There are things in that shape which I cannot allow for
such.". . . SCOTTBEGAY, ShiprockSchool, Shiprock,
New Mexico, "Few women are dumb enough to listen
to reason. ”

* * * *

The latest on education—Three-Year Colleges.
Educators are talking up the idea of condensing the
present college course from four to three years. One
reason: the A.B. degree is becoming a steppingstone
to other degrees. By shortening the time, the long
educational process can be speeded up.

* * * *

A business executive kept staring into the gold-
fish bowl on his desk so long that an associate was
prompted to ask why. "Because, " answered the exec-
utive, "I find it a novelty to see something before me
opening its mouth without asking for a raise! ”

millions in American foreign aid might well be traced
to the absence of proper communication.

Therefore, it seems appropriate that this stress
on communication should be directed to the Navajo
young people, for they willbe the leaders of tomorrow
We might add in passing, that if the young people at
the conference are an example, we can expect great
strides for the Tribe in the future.

jLetters to The Editor j
Dear Sir,

I am enclosing a money order in
the amount of $2.50 for a nine
month’s subscription to the Navajo
Times.

All of us here like to read the
Navajo Times. We also are very
happy to get the Times and glad
to know what is going on back
home.

Thank you very much.
Yours truly,

Rita M. Nakai
2519 Washington Blvd.

(Xxan Park, Calif.

The Honorable Raymond Nakai
Chairman-elect
The Navajo Tribal Council
Window Rock, Arizona

Dear Mr. Nakai:
The Presbytery of Northern

Arizona, which includes eight
churches on the Navajo reserva-
tion and two in the bordertowns of
Flagstaff and Winslow, has
instructed me to write you on the
occasion of your election as Chair-
man of the Navajo Tribal Council,
to assure you of our good wishes
as you undertake the leadership of
your great tribe.

Having been at work among your
people for over sixty years, we are
deeply concerned for the welfare
anil progress of the Navajos.

We want to assure you of our
cooperation and support in all pro-
grams which you may undertake
which lead toward these goals.

If there is any way that we as
a Presbytery or any of our pastors
and churches can assist you, we
wold be happy to do so.

Very truly yours,
Rev. William Vogel

Stated Clerk
216 E. Maple Street

Winslow, Arizona

Dear Mr. Tome;
Mr. J. N. Landreth and Mr.

Hubbell Parker have been high in
their praise ofthe response of your
people to come to our aid following
the serious derailment of a freight
train at Chambers, Arizona, inthe
middle of January.

I want to take this opportunity
to express my gratitude for this
fine response to our request for
help. We have always found we
could depend upon the Navajos.

Best personal regards, I arrt
Sincerely yours,

R. D. Shelton
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