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istence with the advent of the Utah & 
Northern Railroad, four years ago, when, 
as is usual on such occasions, a ware
house or two of the more ambitious 
merchants and a few cabins for the rail
road men were clustered about the 
depot. From that time up to a year ago, 
the growth was slow and it is estimated 
that there was at that time about thirty 
houses ami a population of M O O . Just a 
year ago the town took a sudden start 
and during the spring and summer, re
markable as it may seem, the number of 
buildings of all classes was increased to 
over MOO and the population is now esti
mated at between 1,300 and 1,800. In 
its limits are located the shops of the 
company in which more than 200 men 
are employed. Resides the railroad 
freight houses there are several large 
private warehouses, two hotels, several 
boarding houses, two general merchan
dising establishments, a tine planing 
mill, and many fine and coxy dwellings 
occupied in the main by the engineers, 
conductors and other employes of the 
road. It has a nice school house, and per 
c intra its complement of saloons. Within 
its limits are capacious salt houses, and 
the ovens of the Parrot Company for 
burning charcoal. Tin? city gas works 
are also incli'ided in its borders. On 
either side of the town lie the famous 
placer mines, some of which are still 
being worked. There is a branch post- 
office at South Butte.

Msaderville.
To the east of Butte, about two miles 

«listant, is the village of Meaderville, 
which has now between seven and eight 
hundred inhabitants, including quite a 
number of families. The residents of 
the village are in the main the employes 
of the mills and smelters near by, which 
include Clark’s mill and the Montana 
Copper Company’s smelter. There are 
also a number of working mines nearby. 
The village, like all mining camps of its 
size, is built principally of wood, and 
there are numerous rows of small, neat 
cabins that are occupied by the employes 
and their families. In the town there 
are three hotels, or, more properly 
speaking, large boarding-houses, two or 
three groceries, fine butcher shop and 
meat market, large stable, a school 
house, meeting hail, and the usual sa
loons, billiard tables and a bowling alley. 
Express coaches run every half-hour be
tween Meaderville and Butte; so that 
travel between the two cities is easy. A 
postoffice is located there, in charge of 
Mr. Gunderson.

Burlington.
On the west of Butte, four or five 

miles distant, is Burlington, a settlement 
that has been made by the necessities of 
the employes of the several large mines 
in Independence district, Silver Bow 
County. It is of very recent origin, but 
now claims about 150 inhabitants, two 
boarding houses, a grocery store, saloon 
and blacksmith shop. The village is 
located in the valley below the famous 
Blue Bird, Little Darling, Burlington, 
ami other producing mines. Communi
cation with the city is regular, a line of 
coaches running hourly until midnight.

Divide.
Divide is a settlement about twenty- 

seven miles northwest of Butte and was 
located in 1871. It has now a population 
of about one hundred, but there is a con
siderable section of country of which it 
is the center. The following are the 
principal citizens of the camp: E. E. 
Wunderlich, postmaster, wagon manu
facturer and farmer; C. F. Wunderlich, 
livery stable and blacksmith; J. E. 
Branscome, rancher; T. Burton, rancher; 
J. Cartier, rancher; F. Copp, miner; 
William Forrest, rancher and hotel; H. 
F. Fournier, rancher; Hartipee & Lovell, 
saw mill; Joseph McMurrie, railroad 
ties; Moore & Kelkamey, ranchers; D. 
R. Parker, saw mill; U. O. Partage, 
school teacher; R. Rurdest & Co., 
ranchers; Smith à  Partage, silver min
ing; Tucker & Parks, dairymen; A. J. 
White, railroad ties, and R. K. Williams 
& Co., lim e.

Grace.
Grace is a small settlement about ten 

miles northeast of Butte, and borders on 
Jefferson County. In the neighborhood 
are rich agricultural valleys, and a num
ber of fine mining properties. It is the 
postal village for the neighborhood.
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Melrose.
This is a pretty little village that was 

located in 1881. It is situate on the Big 
Hole river, and has thus extensive water 
privileges. The population is limited, 
but the settlers are certain that Melrose 
will some day be a large city. Among 
those located there are: W. L. Moore, 
blacksmith; Ben Chester, meat market; 
J. G. Maddox, general merchandise 
(postmaster); F. M. and W. L. Robbins, 
E. B. Beckwith and Jaspar .Stacy, hotels; 
E. B. Fairfield, meat market; W. G. 
Barkley,, Justice of the Peace; Mrs. W. 
J. Barkley, school teacher; A. M. Shaw, 
railroad and telegraph agent; J. C. Mad
dox, stock grower and dealer, and James 
Peck, liquor dealer.

Norwood.
Norwood is in Silver Bow County, fif

teen miles from Glendale, and is named 
after Miss Mamie Norwood, a «laughter 
of General Manager Knippenlierg. In 
1882 a postoffice was established an«! 
Superintendent John M. Parfet appoint- 
oostmaster. The first settlement was 
matle in 1875, and now the Hecla Com
pany own several extensive iron mines 
there, which are very large producers.
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Deaths That Occurred During the Tear and 
W hat Caueed Them.

The following summary of the work of 
the Coroner, Dr. C. S. Whitford, will 
prove that Butte for a mining camp and 
a frontier town lias been exceptionably 
free from accident and violent deaths. 
The following list comprises all the fatal 
casualties, for Coroner Whitford will not 
permit the interment of a person upon 
whose death the slightest trace of sus
picion can rest. He is one of the most 
conscientious of the county officers. His 
docket shows inquests as follows: 

January M—W. H. Bray, killed in 
mine at Walkerville. Verdict-—death 
through his own carelessness.

January 3—James Tibbett, killed in 
mine at Walkerville. Verdict—death 
through his own carelessness.

January 1M—Richard Olds, killed. Ver
dict—death through negligence and care
lessness on the. part of himself and 
working companions in grossly violating 
the rules of the mine.

January 30—Peter Johnson, suicide. 
Verdict—death from an overdose of 
poison; administered by his own hand.

February 17—J. H. Osborn, suicide. 
Verdictr-death from an overdose of 
poison administered by his own hand.

March 21—Ah Lem (Chinaman), sui
cide. Verdict—death by hanging, and 
from the evidence adduced the jury find 
the suicide to have been premeditated.

April 6—D. L. Davis, killed in mine. 
Verdictr-death by accident; namely, in 
conveying earth in one of the stopes of 
the Magna Charta mine, under a cave of 
which he was buried and lost his life. 
The jury in this case exonerated the 
mine management from all blame, and 
certified that it was well timbered, and 
that all possible precautions to prevent 
accident had been taken.

April 6—Unknown. On this date the 
bones of an unknown person were found 
in some brush near Silver Bow. An in
quest was held, but no information could 
be obtained, and a verdict wæ rendered 
that the body was evidently that of a 
man who in life was about 5 feet 6 inches 
in height; further, that he came to b is  
death in some unknown and mysterious 
manner; further, that as the bones bad 
been broken, and presented a ragged ap
pearance, it was evident that deceased 
had met with a violent death.

April 26—James McDonald, accident.

Verdict—death from the kick of a horse 
through carelessness.

May 13—E. Mengden, suicide. . Ver- 
<lict—death from the effects of a dose of 
cyanide of potassium, and, in the juilg- 
inent of the jury, administered by his 
own hands.

May 14—Wm. Loveland, exposure. 
The body of this man was found on the 
side of the Big Butte. Verdict—death 
from exposure.

May 24r—Wm. Wemmel, apoplexy. 
The man was fourni dead. V erd ict- 
death from apoplexy. *

June 3—W. E. Burke, mining accident. 
Verdict—death by accident, and no 
blame can be attached to anyone.

June 4—Alexaniler Hennignan, shot. 
Verdict—death by a gunshot wound in
flicted by some party or parties un
known. Subsequent investigations led 
to the indictment of Thomas Ford for 
the offense, and he was indicted, but has 
not yet been tried. The slmoting grew 
out of a dispute about some water rights 
an«l mining ground.

June 22—Unknown. On this «late the 
body of a'man was found near Silver 
Bow, in a fair state of preservation, with
out any marks of violence. The verdict 
was that deceased came to his death 
from some cause unknown to the jury.

July 5—Wm. Lammette, found dead. 
Verdict—that deceased came to his death 
by heart disease.

July 14—E. D. Revnoltls, killed in 
mine. Verdict—that «leccased came to 
his death by fulling from the second set 
of timbers in the pumping Bhaft to the 
500-foot stution of the Alice mine, his 
body being found on the bonnet 
of the oigc. Verdict—that he came 
to his deutli by his own carelessness, 
in not asking for a permit to be at- 
temled by one of the employes, and that 
no blame can be attached to the manager 
of the mine.

July 25—Ah Tit (Opium Jim), a China
man, was stubbed to death by a party of 
four or five men. Verdict—that he came 
to his death from knife wounds, accord
ing to the testimony, inflicted by four 
men—Campbell, Riley, Farrell and Gar
rett.

September 10—Pat McEvoy, myster
ious dentil. Verdict—death caused by 
drinking concentrated lye, taken by 
mistake, or administered by some per
son or persons unknown. The testimony 
was to the effect that deceased had been 
in the habit of stealing liquor wherever 
he could find it, and the bottle of lye 
was placed on a shelf, from which he 
had been in the habit of stealing liquor. 
The man died in great agony. No ar
rests.

September 14—Dennis Kevins and 
Jack Bryant, killed in mine. V erdicts  
that they came to their deaths by a cross
bar falling upon them, and that the acci
dent was due to faulty construction.

September 15—Fat Jack, found dead 
in bed. Verdict—that death was due 
to excessive alcoholism.

September 10—Henry Meyer, found 
dead in bed. Verdict—that death was 
caused by physical exhaustion, superin
duced by a complication, of diseases.

September 10—J. W. Johnson, found 
dead in bed in hotel. Verdict—death 
from natural causes.

August 28—Willie Osborn, suicide. 
Verdict—death from the effects of a dose 
of morphine, taken with suicidal intent.

September 25—A. Grassy, murdered. 
Verdict—death from gunshot wounds, 
inflicted by one Antonie Ludwig.

September 26—George Bennet, sudden 
death. Verdict—death from some form 
of organic heart disease.

October 3—Wm. Hill, exposure. Ver- 
pict—death from the effects o f alcohol
ism.

October 3—Mrs. D. Harding, sudden 
death. Verdict—death from a rupture 
of the right ventricle of the heart.

November 8—John Foley, suicide. 
Verdict—death from a gunshot wound, 
inflicted by himself, with suicidal intent. 

November 10—H. C. Bodley, suicide.

Ver«lict—death from an overdose of 
morphine, taken with suicidal intent.

November 21—H. B. Smith, suicide. 
Verdict—death from a pistol shot, sup
posed to liave been inflicted with his 
own hand.

November 27 — Dennis McCarthy, 
killed in mine. Verdict—«leath caused 
by falling down the shaft of the mine. 
Accident caused by his own careless
ness.

COUNTY COUBT BOUSE.

A Structure th a t Does Credit to  th e  Intel
ligence of the People.

As will be seen by a glance at the 
engraving, the County Court House is a 
fine anil imposing structure of composite 
architecture, situated at an elevated 
point,of fine proportions, and surrounded 
by spacious grounds, it is a credit to the 
people of the county as well as to the 
Board of Commissioners who inaugurat
ed and carried out the project for its 
construction. The building is located at 
the corner of Granite and Montana 
streets, and occupies eight lots that were 
purchased at a cost of $10,000. The lots 
are some feet above grade and the side
walk is protected by a smooth stone wall 
with granite coping. The building stands 
about forty feet from the sidewalk, and 
is reached by two flights of grauite 
stairs, the ascent being broken by a 
spacious landing. The court house 
property is 88.10 feet wide by 103.9 feet in 
depth,two stories high and surrounded by 
a spacious cupola, in which is afour-faced 
town clock, and an electric light tower. 
On the front of the building is a portico 
with a collonnade of pillars and a balcony. 
This portion of the building is of iron, 
the remainder is of stone and brick. 
The entire edifice rests upon a founda
tion four feet thick of Montana granite. 
The front is of white sand stone from the 
qiiarries near Dillon, and the sides of 
brick with sand stone trimmings.

The construction was begun in the 
summer of 1883, and completed in 
March, 1884. During this period the 
County Commissioners were W. M. Jack, 
H. C. Kessler and John Downs. The 
cost of the building $140,000.

The In ter ior .

Passing up the granite steps and under 
the handsome portico, the visitor enters 
a hall way nineteen feet wide and six
teen in height, the ceiling and walls of 
which are ornamented with stucco work. 
The hall is lighted from the cupola by a 
rotunda that gives an unobstructed view 
from cellar to cupola. At the north end 
a broad stairway rises about ten feet to 
a landing from which are two branches 
to either Bide of the hall desired. Upon 
the right of the main entrance the first 
door reached is that leading to the room 
of the Commissioners. The apartment 
is of good size but is rather plainly fiirn- 
ished. Next to this and communicating 
with it, is the office of the County Clerk 
and Recorder. This is a good sized 
room, the walls are tinted and the desks 
and other furniture are of the most 
modern style. It iB also furnished with 
a fire and burglar proof vault, and a rail
road on which to run in and out the 
heavy books. The office is well con
ducted by the present incumbent, H. S. 
Clark, and bis Deputy William L. Clark.

The next room is occupied by the 
Clerk of the District Court. It also has 
a fire and burglar proof vault and is one 
of the handsomest and brightest offices 
in the building. The officials are R. L. 
Davis, Clerk; Charles S. Warren, Deputy 
Clerk, and Frank Thr rnes, Assistant. 
The County Surveyor nas the aityJnlng 
room which iB filled with maps, charts 
and instruments. J. H. Harper is the 
surveyor. Crossing the hall the first 
room met is the Jury, next that of the 
Probate Court. This, like all court 
rooms, is recognised by the raised bench, 
the rail and the jury box. C. E. Irvine 
is the Judge. Then comes the Sheriff’s


