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MONTANA INDIANS.

Some Terte Opinion« of One of the Best Known and Experienced Indian Agents in 
the Territory.

On the 5th day of September, 1883, there arrived at the Flathead Agency, on 
the Jocko, l nited States Senator George G. Vest, of Missouri, and Major Martin 
Maginnis, Territorial Representative from Montana, being the Sub-Committee 
of the Special Committee of the United States Senate, appointed to visit the 
Indian tribes in Northern Montana. The committee were accompanied by 
Schuyler Crosby, Governor of Montana, and were met at Arlee, the railroad 
station, by the agent of the confederated tribes of Flatheads, Pen d’Oreilles. 
Kootenais and several hundred Indians. Thé official report of the committee 
says:

The scene at the station as we left the train was very picturesque and 
interesting. Some 500 Chinamen, lately engaged in the construction of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad, were encamped near the station, and their sallow 
countenances exhibited unmistakable evidences of apprehension as the Indians 
extended us a welcome in one of their characteristic dances, accompanied by a 
good deal of noise and much reckless riding on the ponies around the Chi
nese camp. Surrounded by this wild, but hospitable escort, we proceeded to 
the Agency, and upon the following day met the Indians in council, the tribi s 
on the reservation being represented by Michel, HeadChief of the Pen d’Oreilles; 
Arlee, Second Chief of Flatheads, and Rneas, Head Chief of the Kootenais.” 
A report of the proceedings of said council will be found in the official report 
of Senator H. L. Dawes, of Massachusetts, Chairman of the Special Committee 
of the Senate of the United States to enquire into the affairs cf the Indians of 
Montana. As this paper is only intended to present the status of Chariot’s 
band of Bitter Root Flathead Indians I shall only touch upon that subject.

On the morning of September 11, 1883, the commission visited St. Mary’s 
Mission, in the suburbs of Stevensville, and learned much about the condition 
of Chariot and his band from the Jesuit Fathers in charge of the Mission.

Senator Vest, in his official report, says: *' Father Ravalli, who has been 
among them for fifty-three years, has been partially paralyzed for more than 
five years and unable to leave his bed, but his intellect is vigorous and his 
cheerfulness most astonishing. Lying in his little room, with his crucifix and 
books, he prescribes for the sick and even performs difficult surgical opera
tions, for he is a most accomplished physician and surgeon. This remarkable 
man was the trusted friend and companion of Father De Smet, and he is prob
ably better acquainted with the different Indian tribes of the West, their 
language, habits and superstitions than any other living man.” This great and 
good man died since the visit of Senator Vest and is buried in the modest cem
etery at St. Mary’s Mission, in the Bitter Root Valley. After an interesting 
conversation with Father Ravalli and Father D’Astl, of two hours, the arrival 
of Chariot, Head Chief of the Flatheads, and five of his principal men, was 
announced, and an equal number of whites being present we entered upon an 
interview, which at times was very dramatic and even stormy.

Senator Vest in his report continues: “Chariot is an Indian of fine appear
ance and impressed us as a brave and honest man. That he has been badly 
treated is unquestionable, and the history of the negotiation whieh culminated 
in the division of his tribe, part of them under Arlee, the Second Chiefs being 
now on the Jocko Reservation, and part still in the Bitter Root Valley with 
Chariot, is to say the least remarkable. In the report of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs for the year 1872 will be found this history. In 1855 a treaty 
was made between the United States, represented by Governor Stevens, and 
Victor, chief of the FlatheadB and father of Chariot, known as the Hell Gate 
treaty. By this treaty a very large territory, extending from near the forty- 
second parallel to the British line, and with an average breadth of nearly two 
degrees of latitude, was ceded to the Government ; and on yielding it Victor 
insisted on holding the Bitter Root Valley above Lo Lo Fork as a special reserva
tion for the Flatheads proper. By the ninth and eleventh articles of the treaty 
the President was empowered to determine whether the Flatheads should 
remain in the Bitter Root Valley or go to Jocko reservation, and the President 
was required to have Bitter Root surveyed and examined in order to determine 
this question.

Up to the time of General Garfield’s visit in 1872. seventeen years after
ward, no survey was made as the Indians claim, nor were any teachers or 
mechanics sent to the tribe as provided for in the treaty. In the meantime the 
Bitter Root Valley, by far the most beautiful and productive in Montana, was 
being filled up by whites, and on November 14,1871, the President issued an 
order declaring that the Indians should be removed to the Jocko Reservation, 
and on June 5,1872, Congress passed a bill appropriating- $60,000 to pay the 
expense of their removal and to pay the Indians for the loss of their improve
ments in the Bitter Root Valley. This order the Indians refused to obey, and 
serious apprehensions of trouble between.them and the white settlers caused 
the appointment by the Secretary of the Interior of General Garfield as Special 
Commissioner to visit the Flatheads and secure, if possible, their peaceable re
moval to the Jocko Reservation.

General Garfield states in his report that he found the Indians opposed to 
leaving the Bitter Root Valley, for the reason 1hat the Government had for sev
enteen years failed to carry out the treaty of 1855, and that no steps had been 
taken towards surveying and examining the Bitter Root Valley, as provided in 
the treaty. On August 27, 1872, he drew up a paper, widely known as the 
Garfield Agreement, with the Bitter Root Flathead Indians, which is too vol
uminous to quote here. Chariot, although his name or mark is affixed to the 
published agreement, declares he never signed it or authorized the signing, 
and the original agreement confirms his statement He has refused to leave 
the Bitter Root VaUey, several of the tribe remaining with him. Under the 
third section of the Act of 1875, patents for MO acres of land each were issued 
to fifty-one members of the tribe, and the agent tendered them these patents, 
but they refused aipd still refuse to take them. In regard to this General Gar
field says in his report{ “A large number of heads of families and young men 
notified the Superintendent that they had chosen to take up land in the valley 
under the third section« But it  was evident that they did this, in the hope 
that they might all remain in the valley and keep their tribe together as here
tofore, believing thateach could take up 100 acres.

The publication of tbe Garfield agreement with Chariot’s signature or
_mark affixed to it, created the impression that all trouble was over with the

TfxUana, and a large white population poured into the Bitter Root VaUey.

The report further says : “Chariot told us that he would never go to the Jocko 
Reservation alive ; that he had no confidence in his promisee, ‘for,’ said he, 
*your Great Father, Garfield,’ put my name to a paper I never signed, and 
Arlee is now drawing money to which he has no right. Now can I believe you 
or any white man ¥’” After exhaustive arguments the commission left the 
Bitter Root Valley, with Chariot’s last reply, that he would never be taken 
alive to the Jocko Valley. Looking at all the circumstances—the removal of 
part of his tribe without his consent, tbe ignoring his rights as Head Chief, 
and setting him aside for Arlee, the publication of bis name to an agreement 
which he refused to sign, we cannot blame him for distrust and resentment. 
In this case the outrage is the greater for the reason that Chariot and his 
people have been the steady friends of the whites under the most trying cir
cumstances, since the days of Lewis & Clarke, to the triumphant march of 
Joseph, the Nez Perces Chief, through the Bitter Root Valley. The old settlers 
have a warm and vivid remembrance of Chariot’s friendship in those days of 
terror, and cannot forget the dramatic scene in front of St. Mary’s Mission, 
when Chariot .refused to accept the profered hand of Joseph, the Nez Perces 
Chief, because the blood of the white man was upon it, and he told Joseph that 
though the Flatheads and Nez Perces were of kin, if his warriors killed a 
single white in the valley, or injured the property of the white settlers in hia 
march through the Bitter Root Valley, the Flatheads would attack him.

Having received orders, on the 16th of January, 1884, the Agent took his 
departure from Missoula for Washington, accompanied by Chief Chariot, and 
four of his head men, and also the Agent’s official interpreter, Michel Revais. 
Nearly a month was spent a t the National Capital, and during that time sev
eral interviews were held with the Secretary of the Interior, Hon. H. M. Teller, 
and one with President Arthur, but no offer of pecuniary reward, or persua
sion of the Secretary could shake Chariot’s resolution to remain in the Bitter 
Root Valley. An offer to build him a house, fence in and plow a sufficiency of 
land for a farm, give him cattle and horses, and seed and agricultural imple
ments, and to do likewise for each head of a family in his band. Also a yearly 
pension of $500 to Chariot, and to be recognized as the heir of Victor, his 
deceased father, and to take his place as the Head Chief of the confederated 
tribes of the Flatheads, Pen d’Oreilles and Kootenai Indians, living on the 
Jocko Reservation, had no effect. His only answer to these generous offers 
was that he came to Washington to get the permission of the Great Father to 
allow him to live unmolested in the Bitter Root Valley, the burial place of his 
father, and the home and country of his ancestors. He asked for no assistance 
from the government, only the poor privilege of remaining in the valley where 
he was born and where the dust of his tribe, who lived before him, was min
gled with the soil. If any of his tribe desired to accept the bounty of the 
government and remove to the Jocko Reservation, they were at liberty do so, 
and he would offer no ojection ; but it was his own individual wish to live and 
die in the Bitter Root Valley.

Just before leaving Washington the Agent had instructions to give his 
viewB in detail as to the most practicable method for the Department to 
encourage them to remove to the Jocko Reservation. At a council with the 
Indians, the Agent secured the agreement of 21 heads of families to remove, 
under the following conditions :

First—Choice of 160 acres of unoccupied land on the Jocko Reservation.
Second—Assistance in the erection of a substantial house.
Third—Assistance in fencing and breaking up a field of at least 10 acres.
Fourth—The following gifts: Two cows, a wagon and harness, a plow, 

with other necessary implements, seed for the first year and provisions until 
the first crop was harvested.

Under these conditions seventeen families removed and took advantage of 
the offer and were settled as agreed, and most of them are now selling a sur
plus of the productions of the soil. Several other families followed, but 
authority has not yet been granted to extend the same facilities as was given 
the original 17 families who took advantage of the offer. If Congress should 
pass a bill at its present session, giving the Indians the right of alienation, 
and to sell and dispose of their possessions in the Bitter Root VaUey for their 
own benefit, or to let the land revert back to the Government, and let it be sold 
for the benefit of the rightful owners and heirs, with a view of expending the 
money in giving them comfortable homes on the reservation, the question 
would soon be settled, and the Flatheads would all remove to the Jocko Res
ervation, including Chariot, who has lived to regret his refusal of the gener
ous offer made to him by the Government.

PETER RONAN.
Flathead, M.T.

PARNELL MINE.

The Parnell mine lies on Anaconda Hill in the 8ummit Valley District. It 
was discovered in 1878, and located by John Wall, W. R. Wall, and J. F. Smith. 
They did some small development work, and in 1882 sold to John Purtle, John 
Lynch, Thomas Driscoll and Patrick Duffy. As soon as the new firm got con
trol they began work in good earnest. The main shaft has been sunk to a 
depth of 165 feet, where the lead was struck and a level run 48 feet, and the 
vein is 8 feet in width. The ore is a  copper-silver, and will assay 65 ounces of 
silver and 45 per cent, of copper. As far as the development has gone the 
owners know that the Parnell is one of the richest mines in that wonderful 
belt, and they have every reason to believe that it will increase in richness and 
value as the work progresses and depth <s attained. Thus far it  has only been 
worked with a whim, but it is the intention of the gentlemen to erect hoisting 
worksat an early day, now that they know the value of the property. As a 
matter of fact i t  may be said that the Parnell will, in the near future, take 
rank with the best producers of the camp. The four owners have been for 
years residents of Montana, are all practical men, not afraid to work, and they 
have hosts of friends who are glad of the good fortune whieh awaits them in 
the output of the Parnell mine.

GOLDSMITH A CO.

One of the leading establishments in Butte is the great clothing house of 
Goldsmith A Co. They carry an exceptionally large stock of clothing, gent’s 
furnishings, hats, trunks, etc, and do a  very extensive business. These in 
want of anything in their line, can do no better than call upon Goldsmith & 
Co* and inspect their stock, which they guarantee in all respects.
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