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Gathered Along the Booming Missouri
by the Scribes of the

River Press.

From Wednesday's Daily.
The ice jam commenced moving in

front of town about 10 o'clock yesterday
morning. This good news soon spread
around, and in a few minutes the side-

walk on Front street was crowded with

a smiling throng, who were assured that

all danger was past now that the gorge
was going out. The crowd was soon

disappointed, however, as the floating
imiasses of ice began to move slower and
-lower, and at about half-past ten came
to a deadlock again. By that time the

pp)l)er end of the gorge had moved down
froml the end of Roosevelt's island to the
uppier ferry boat landing.

The ice field was closely watched all
dpay long by the interested spectators,
:I(nd an onward movement was detected
several times, but not enough to make a
decided difference in the positioni of the
jallu. At seven o'clock last evening,
however, the great body of ice started
downl streami more rapidly, and at ten
o'clock but little of it was left. Before
this issue of tlb RIVER PRESS is laid be-
fore its readers the center of the stream
will be clear of ice, and the great cakes
along the sides will be the only renind-
(Irs, so far as the river is concerned, of
the gorge that threatened disaster to the

The fact that Fort Benton paslsed
t t(ough the ordeal of the past few days
without an overflow increases the con-
ii(lence of our citizens in the town. It
was the seveirest test this valley has been

)ut to since the white men first came
ihe're, mltore than half a century ago, and
it (esitl)ishes the fact beyond doubt that
tle c'ity, although in a valley, is as safe
froni) the fury of the floods as if built on
ile highest adjacent plateau. There are
Ifw, if any, valleys along the Big Muddy
so favorably situated.

"It is an ill wind that ,lows nobody
any good," and the maxim will apply
equally well to floods. The loss sustain-
ed by I. G. Baker & Co. made quite a
"pie-nic" for the Indians who hang
around town, as they secured as much
flour (most of it well watered) as they
could carry away. They had a royal
feast on the Teton last night, and can
keep it up several days.

A trunk was found yesterday bobbing
around in the water of Murphy, Mac-
lay & Co.'s warehouse. The careful ow-
ner had labeled it in bold and legible
characters. "Please keep this trunk in a
dlry place !"

C. E. Conrad and others made a trip
Tuesday forenoon to the lower end of
the ice gorge to ascertain the feasibility
of blasting out the head of the gorge.
They found the jam to be on the Shon-
kin bar. Here it seems the rush of ice
from up the river had been pushed right
on top of the sheet ice, forming a solid
mass from the bed of the river about ten
feet in height. The pressing water,
finding no vent in the channel of the
river, had run over the bank on the
Fort Benton side of the river, and was
cutting a channel for itself through Mor-
gan's ranch. If the ice had held in the
river long enough the channel might
have been completely changed, thus
shutting out that dread of steamboat
men-the Shonkin bar.

It was considered feasible to start the
ice jami in the old channel by blasting
out the lower.point. When the party
returned to town arrangements were at
once made to send out a party of men to
carry out this project of starting the
gorge.

A party consisting of E. Ingersoll,
H. J. W ackerlin, Mike Lynch, and
others, started for the lower end of the
gorge yesterday, well fixed with picks,
shovels, and 100 pounds of giant powder,
to break open the ice jam. Ed. Lewis
returned from there at dark last night,
and several shots had been fired off be-
fore he left. One of these sent blocks of
ice 100 feet in the air, and brought forth
quite a rush of water. The charges are
being put where they will do the most
good, right in the face of the jam, which
stands about ten feet high. This is about
half a mile below the mouth of the
Shonkin, and on the same side of the
Missouri.

The party went well supplied with
grub and blankets to stay over night.
Lewis says they will break the gorge
sure this morning, and probably did so
last night, after he left, as the blasting
could be heard as he came into town.

Henry Wright and another man came.
near being caught by Sunday night's
overflow on a bottom about twelve miles
up the river, where Henry has a cabin
built in which they expected to stop for
the night. About six o'clock in the
evening a loud crash was heard up the
river, and in a few minutes a breast of
water and ice about ten feet high came
rushing down the river. and quickly
covered that bottom, the water coming
up to the roof of the cabin. The two
men had taken the precaution to keep
the saddles on their horses, as the river
had hloked dangerous all the afternoon,
and it did not take them long to get to
the hillside above the reach of the angry
flood. They then rode rapidly down
the stream to W. B. Smith's place to
apprise him of the coxp.ing danger, but
found that the ice had gone out there
that afternoon so that a gorge could not
be formed.

Owing to a misund4etatding the
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grip, one charge of forty pounds send-
ing a large cake of ice clear up on the
bluff which overlooks the river at that
point.

The gentlemen comprising this party
are to be thanked for undertaking this
gratuitous but highly laborious and dan-
gerous job. Every one in town would
feel safer if that ice field was around
the bend and out of sight, even though
there is no actual danger to be feared
from its presence.

From Friday's Daily.

The ice in the Missouri still holds its
own down at the mouth of the Marias,
and parties are still crossing there with
their teams.

We are glad to hear that the Belt creek
bridge stood the recent rush of water
and did not collapse, as was feared by a
good many on account of the settling
of the middle pier.

The lower Teton gorged in several
places, flooding the bottoms and driving
the ranchers to the hills, where the peo-
pie have been living in tents for the
last few days until the waters subside.
The high water from the Teton has
cleared the ice from the lower Marias,
but above the mouth of the Teton the
ice still remains intact.

Ike Clark went up to Pablois' island
yesterday, and drove off to the shore
some fifteen head of cattle that had been
kept there by the surrounding ice fields
since the break up on Sunday night.
The moving ice came very near carry-
ing the cattle down the river as the is-
land was all covered with the cakes of
ice except a small spot where the cattle
stood. The animals must have been
rather hungry, as they had nothing but
sand and ice to eat for four days. Quite
a number o'f cattle were on the island
just this side of Paolois' before the flood
and were all caught by the ice gorge and
swept into the river. Several dead cat-
tle have been seen in the ice gorge as it
lay in front of town, and these were prc-
baljly the animals swept off the island
up the river. The owners of the cattle
are not known.

The Situation at the Coal Banks.

COAL BANKS, February 26, 1 p.m.-
At twelve o'clock to-day a heavy snow
storm prevailed. Clearing,up now and
warmer. The river has fallen two feet
since yesterday, and is now running
clear of ice.

The Benton coach has just arrived
here, having transferred the mail into a
boat over the Marias, which river the
driver reports as not broken below the
crossing.

5 p. m.-Mr. Wm. Shanks, who has
just returned from Eagle creek, says
the river is opened in 'good shape to
Eagle creek, fifteen miles below this
place, and the same up the river to the
three islands. All the wood banked
along the river between these points is
safe, but he apprehends great danger of
the wood below Clagett having been
swept away by the great rush of ice and
water yesterday morning.

4-.d - U ~-4-
J. J. Hill Coming.

We learn that Mr. J. J. Hill, the rail-
road king of the northwest and the
principal owner of the Great Falls prop-
erty, will accompany Paris Gibson to
Montana, and their arrival at Fort Ben-
ton may be expected within a week or
two. Mr. Hill has become very much
interested in northern Montana, through
Mr. Gibsup, a fact that will result large-
ly to the Wenefit of this section, as com-
ing events will show. Our. citizens
ought to give him a hearty reception.

Bold Robbery.

Joseph Thompson left his cowboy
outfit consisting of saddle, bridle, chaps
and rope, last Thursday on the sidewalk
in front of the Atlantic saloon. He was
away only a few minutes looking after
a party with whom he was going across
the river to herd Ed. Lewis' mules.
When Thompson returned for his sad-
dle he was much surprised to find that
the whole outfit had disappeared A
search by the officers resulted in finding
it at the Center meat market. A fellow
by the name of Martin Lyon had just
"soaked" it to Ed. Kelly for the small
sum of $3. Mr. Kelly wondered why
a $75 outfit should be pawned for such a
small amount, but Lyon had a long
story to tell about just getting into town,
being a stranger here, someone owing
him $30 which could be procured in the
morning, only wanting the money till
then, etc., etc. Lyon was quickly found
even before he had time to drink up his
$3, and the officers soon found a cell for
him in the county hotel.

N eihart Quartz.

The returns from one ton of the Mon-
tana Belle. ore, which was shipped to
Omaha, has been received by the lucky1
mine owners. This ton contained 190
ounces of silver, $2 in gold, and 15 per
cent. lead. It netted $149 after deduct-
the expense of shipping and working.
This successful shipment will probably
lead to the sending of large quantities of
this high grade ore from Montana dis-
trict to the eastern reduction works, un-
til smelters are put up at the mines
themselves.

The Townsend Tranchant indulges in
some pleasant day dreams regarding its
town's growth this summer. T. C.
Power & Co. are to put up an immense
store building; Nick Kessler, the well
known Helena brewer, is to remove his
extensive busin sss to Townsend; the
Paciflc Wagon and Implement company
will open up alarge stock of articles in
their t e1•,u a bank is to be she
and eve.ra other prtires whose names
are not known inteu to put up' bricsk
business houses. We hope that Town-
send wiJtsoon see all these substanti
improvements predicted for It ly its
sanguine and enterprisng }newspaper.

The third rahi poectof the IUtah
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THE LATE WENDELL PHILLIPS.

The Great Agitator and Reformer-A
Brief Review of His Life and

Characteristics.

With the death of Wendell Phillips
the last of the great pioneers and or-
iginal apostles of abolitionism in the
United States is gathered to his reward.
He was born in Ioston on lhe 29th of
November, 1811 At the age of nine-
teen he graduated from Harvard college,
15egan at once the study of law, and was
admitted to tile bar in 1834.

His sympathies wcre strongly aroused
by the prosecution of the early abolition-
ists, more pl)rticularly during the Bos-
ton agitationm o• Octo•ber, 1835, when
Garrison,l the lea(ler of the abolitionists,
narrowly- escapeld with his life. The
followilig year Phllillips gave up the
practice ,f law, because he was unwill-
ing to ;ct under an oath of allegiance
to the constitution of the Lnited states,
and publicly joined the aLolitionsits.
In 18t51 lie succeeded William Lloyd
Garrison as uresident of the anti-slavery
society, which lposition he c)ntinued to
ho:d until the dissolution of that organi-
zation in 1870.

In his time Wendell Phillips espoused
many causes, such as prohibition, aboli-
tion of interest on money, comnmunism,
agrarianism, greenback fiat money, the
election of General Butler to the pre-
sidency, woman's rights, the abolition
of the government and all penal laws,
the restriction ot ruffians and criminals
by the power of love only, the aboli-
tion of slavery and of the American
constitution as "a covenant with death
and a league with hell." He opposed
bitterly the formation of the anti-
slavery political party. He was a can-
didate for the governor for Massachu-
setts at one time, but he received only
a small vote. During the war he drop-
ped all his views of no government and
non-political action against slavery, and
became an advocate of the most ex-
treme measures for its suppression.
Thus twenty-five of the best years of
his life devoted to the agitation of an
anti-slavery sentiment culminated in
success with the issue of the emancipa-
tion proclamation, and amidst a mighty
shock of arms.

With the extinguishment of slavery
the activities of Mr. Phillips' mind
sought new directions, and whatever
subject he discussed, the magnetic elo-
quence, the never-failing courage, the
splendid intellectual powers, and the
fierce defiance of public sentiment, if
against him, are fresh in the memory
of all American citizens. His sympathy
with humanity was unbounded, his
hatred of oppression in all its forms,
and of shams in all their phases, was
intense. His grasp of the future possi-
bilities of American civilization was far-
reaching, and the world, in spite of the
mistakes he may have made, was the
better for his living.

In personal appearance Mr. Phillips
was a man of fine and commanding
presence. He was no doubt the most
complete and polished orator on the
Amrnerican platform. Although the as-
sociate of the cultured and aristocratic,
he was a man of the simplest habits and
the least ostentation. He lived for
forty years in a modest two-story brick
house built by himself in Boston, and
which he vacated most unwillingly in
1882, the property having been "con-
demned" for street improvements. In
the death of Mr. Phillips the little band
of surviving original abolitionists loses
its most heroic and striking figure.
Doctor Furness and Robert P.urves, of
Washington, and the veteran poet
Whittier, of Massachusetts, and a few
others of lesser note still survive, and
mourn the death of their silver-tongued
leader; but the ranks of the heroic
men and women who faced obloquy
and persecution for the sake of the
friendless black man are growing thin-
ner every year.

The Helena and Benton Rallroad.

A recent interview of the Helena In-
dependent reporter with Vice President
Oakes of the Northern Pacific railroad
has developed the fact that there is a
company organized, with S. T. Hauser
as president, which proposes to build a
road to Fort Benton this coming sum-
mer. Oakes stated substantially that
the Northern Pacific company was not
financially fixed to build this branch
road, as its late reverses have left the
treasury empty. This local company is
said to be composed of S. T. Hauser, Ed.
Stone, W. F. Sanders, T. C. Power and
other capitalists, who propose to com-
mence - operations the coming spring
and neverelet up until the whistle of the
engine is heard in the streets of Fort ,
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CASH WILL DO WONDERSI
-AT-

A. I 8KLE I'

"The Clothiers of Montana."

CALL ON THEM BEFORE PURCHASING ELSE-
WHERE.

Opposite the Grand'Union Hotel - - FORT BENTON, M. T-

NIEW STORE. RARE BARCAINS.

PORD BRO OSo
S .I" RIV'ER, .71I. T.,

Wholesale and Retail Liquor Dealers, Dry Coods, Crocerier
Drugs, Classware and Crockery, Wines, Liquors,

Tobacco and Cigars, and a complete line of

General Merchandise
Clothing, Gents' Furnishing Goods, Boots and Shoes, Notions, Etc.

-0-

HIDES, PELTS AND FURS BOUGHT,
-0-

Having purchased at Sheri"fs sale all the s.tock of the late firm of Steele & Co., we
will sell the same for the next Sixty days at cost, to make room for our new spring
stock, which is now arriving. Buyers will find it greatly to their interest to give us a
call before going elsewhere. Your patronage respectfully solicited.

FORD BROTHERS.

OUR NEW GOODS ARE ALL AT HAND.

THE FINEST DISPLAY OF

Dry Goods,Dress Goods
FAINOY 0ODS,

Ladies' and Children's Furnishing Goods,
EVER SEEN IN FORT BENTON.

CALL AND SEE FOR YOURSELVES.

i. G. BAKER & CO.

" The Best Is the Cheapest.'
-:0: --Aultman-Taylor Threshers,

Horse Tr~action

Powers Engines

Etc. Etc.

.i - .f


