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from the Missouri river to theTOBUILD an automobile roadmouth of the Columbia, follow-
ing the route of the old Ore-
gon Trail, is the ambitious pro-

ject that has received the indorse-
ment of automobile clubs, good roads
associations and men prominent in
state and national affairs. As yet the
project is little more than a dream-
but It is of the kind of dreams that
come true.

Although the old Oregon Trail start-
ed at Independence, Mo., and proper-
ly terminated at The Dalles, Ore., it is
planned to start its successor (to he
known as the Pioneer Way) at St.
Louis, and to continue it on to the
south of the Columbia, a total dis-
tance of approximately 2,500 miles.
When completed, it will be unsur-
passed among the world's highways
in its historic associations, and in the
variety, beauty and sublimity of the
natural scenery along the way. It
will traverse or enter seven states,
cross the roof of the continent at an
elevation of 7,450 feet, and finally de-
scend to sea level. It will pass through
the wheat and corn fields of Kansas
and Nebraska, cross the high plains
of Wyoming, traverse the newly irri-
gated lands of Idaho, and give a
glimpse of the famous "Inland Em-
pire" of eastern Oregon.

From St. Louis, the Pioneer Way
will follow the Missouri to Independ-
ence. Thence it wih go up the Little 1
Blue river, reaching the Platte at 1
Grand Island. For 650 miles it will
follow the Platte and Sweetwater, to
South Pass-that hardly perceptible ]
crossing of the Rocky mountains, 7,- 1
450 feet above the sea. For 100 miles
the route lies over an almost level t
plateau, 7,000 feet and more in height. t
On this long stretch, with snowy
mountains in sight for much of the t
way on both the north and the south, g
far from centers of population, in at
region absolutely uninhabited and un- I
inhabitable, the old Oregon Trail is t
just the same today as it was 50 years I
ago, with the exception that the thou- a
sands who then traversed it have dis-
appeared, and that it has relapsed
into its primeval solitude. Mile after
mile of the roadbed is as distinctly
outlined as ever, worn by the wheels
of tens of thousands of prairie schoon-
ers and the hoofs of millions of draft
animals and pack animals to a depth
of from two to fifteen feet, and to a
width of anywhere from twelve to one
hundred feet.

Then Green river is crossed, with
its rocks and palisades. Farther on is
the ford of Bear river, after which
that stream is followed for forty miles
to Soda Springs, 1,170 miles from In-
dependence. Here the later Califor-
nia-Trail turned off to the southwest.
The road to Oregon continued on to
the Raft river, where the old Califor-
nia Trail-the one followed by the
forty-niners-diverged to the south.
Then down the Snake river ran the
road to Oregon. This will be the
most picturesque and beautiful long
stretch of the Pioneer Way-just as
it was the most difficult part of the
Oregon Trail. Past American falls,
Twin falls, Shoshone falls (called the
Niagara of the west), Upper and Low-
er Salmon falls, down Boise river, up
the seemingly impossible face of the
Blue mountains, through the pleasant
glades of great pine forests, across a
dust-cursed desert, and and at last to
the broad Columbia. Where the trail I
first strikes it, the Columbia Is a mile
wide; but it soon reaches the remark- f
able chasm known as the Dalles, 4
where it is pent between rock wals I
from 190 to 200 feet wide, and where
no plummet has ever sounded its 1
depth. Here is literally a "river t
turned on edge."

Pleads for the Old Trail. I
Present day interest in the Oregon I

Trail is attributed solely to the ef- t
forts of Ezra Meeker of Puyallup, I
Wash., who for five years has devoted I
himself to a unique campaign to se- 1
cure the speedy marking and ultimate a
boulevarding of the old highway. He t
went to Oregon in 1852, when he be- t
came a prominent figure among the t
pioneers, and made and lost several t
fortunes. On January 28, 1906, he n
started on what he calls his Oregon
Trail Monument Expert tion. As an c
object lesson to the vast majority, t
who know; prairie schooners and "bull d
teams" only through the medium of n
books and pictures, he drives a team t;
of red ozen, hitched to an old-fash. ri

ioned prairie schooner. On his lirsi
expedition, he traversed every mile of
the trail to Independence, then con
tinued on to New York city, and final
ly to Washington, reaching the na
tional capital November 29, 1907. It
was his intention to ask congress at
that time to appropriate funds to
make of the Oregon trail a national
highway; but from this he was dis-
suaded by President Roosevelt, who
advised him to content himself with
the comparatively modest request for
an appropriation sufficient to place
monuments and markers along the
route.

Meeker spent the winter of 1909-10
campaigning through California, in
the endeavor to arouse the interest
and secure the co-operation of the
people of that state, lie has addressed
more than 100,000 school children,
hundreds of public meetings in town
halls, churches, schoolhouses and pub-
lic squares, and thousands of st reet
corner crowds. Furthermore, he has
secured the erection of 22 monuments
to mark the trail, has inscribed 24
boulders and erected many wooden
posts. HIe has ascertained that 700
monuments will be necessary to
adequately mark the entire route,
and that the approximate cost will be
about 585,000. Through his efforts
bills were introduced in both the Six-
tieth and Sixty-first congresses, pro-
viding for the appropriation of $50,000for the marking of the trail; but these
bills never came up for action.

The Oregon and the Santa Fe
Trails both started at Independence,Mo. For 41 miles they were identicalbut where the town of Gardner now
stands the Santa Fe Trail bore off to
:he southwest, and the newer route
:urned to the northwest. At the point)f separation a sign board indicated
the northern route, with the simple le-
gend, "Road to Oregon." It followed
the direction of the Kansas and Little
Blue rivers to the Platte, reaching
that stream near Grand Island. It fol-
lowed the Platte and Sweetwater for
a distance of 630 miles, to South Pass
-that hardly perceptible crossing of
the Rockies, 950 miles from the Mis-
souri river. Green river was crossed,
and then came Fort liridger, 1,070
miles from Independence. Sixty miles
farther on was the ford of Hear river,
which was followed for 40 miles, to
Soda Springs, 1,170 miles from the
starting point. Here the later Califor-
nia Trail turned off to the southwest.
The road to Oregon continued on to
Fort Hall, 1,288 miles from Independ-
ence, at the first crossing of the Snake
river. Forty-five miles farther west,
at the Raft river, the old (alifornia
Trail diverged to the south-the trail
followed by the "Forty Niners," but
later abandoned in favor of the bet-
ter road that left the main trail at
Soda Springs. Then down the Snake
valley, across the Blue -mountains,
through the valley of the Umnatilla,
treked the pioneers. The distance
from the Missouri river to Fort Van-
couver was 2,020 miles, and to the
mouth of the Columbia 2,134 miles.

In 1849 occurred the great migra-
tion-the historic march of the "For-
ty-Niners" to the gold fields of Call-
fornia. Crowds began gathering
along the Misosuri early in April, and
by the last of that month it was esti-
mated that 20,000 people were en-
camped waiting for the grass to grow
sufficiently to insure pasturage for
live stock. The procession started
about the first of May, and by the t
first of June there was a straggling t
caravan a thousand miles long mov-
ing westward. Then the cholera epi.
demic that had broken out on the At=
lantic seaboard reached Independence
and spread throughout the moving thost. Not less than 6,000 emigrants
fell victims to the plague that year
and were buried on the plains, be-
tween the Missouri river and Fort
Laramie; but 25,000 reached Califor- ti
nia over the Oregon and California atTrail in spite of plague, famine and tE
all the hardships and perils Incident C1to the passing of so great a host al
through a wild, unproductive and hos. hi
tile country. Another outbreak of
the plague in 1852 carried off an equal vi
number of emigrants that year. ni

The Oregon and California Trails W
constituted the principal highways he-
tween the east and west mutil the
driving of the spike of gold at Pro- Ct
rnontory Point, Utah, in 1 t;9, marked te
the completion of the first Pacific th
ailroad.

A Millionaire.
The term "millionaire" is of inter-

national use, but it does not mean the
same thing in the mouths of different
nations. To everyone it means the
possession of a million-but not nec-
essarily a million dollars. In Great
Britain a millionaire has a million
pounds, or nearly five million dollars;
while in France they count francs, so
that there a millionaire is a compara-
tively poor individual with but $200,-
000 to bless himself with. Million-
aires are quite common in Prussia;
but a million marks doesn't mean
much these days, amounting to a
trifle of $250,000 in our money. For
millionaires of real class it is neces
sary to go back to old Babylon. The
Babylonian millionaire had 1,000,000
talents, and would not be regarded as
a poor man even by a Wall street of-
flee boy. A talent was about $2,000;
and a million of them would be $2
000.000,000,

Guide Posts in the Desert.
Prospecting and traveling in the

tiCat soutnwestirn deserts alwa)
have been and probably always w ill
be attendtid wi li danger. It wu-.
about a year ago that an ap;)ropri-t
lion of $5,000 w's made by the fei
formia state legislatire for the erri
Lion of guide boards in the ('aliforni:
deserts to guide travelers to water
holes A more extensive mnoventto-u
have been launched by the introdu-
lion of a bill into the United States
senate providing for an appropriation
of $10.000 for the purpose of liltt
the SeerptnPV ,,f tiP inB iw Mncif the secretary of the interior di.

i- cover, develop, improve and protbe
I- streams, springs and water holes ii

r- the desert and arid lands of the pub
t lic domain and to construct and main
t tain suitable monuments and sign.
o near lines of travel so as to inforn

I travelers where they can slake theil
thirst.

a Cyclone's Toll of Lives.
r When a terrific cyclone swept oven

Grand Quevilly, near Rouen, France
lately, ten men who were employti
in the construction of a large factory
l lost their lives. The factory way

completely demolished. The hurri
cane pulled up an old walnut tree, six
feet in circumference at its base, and
tore it out of the ground. Ten old
oak trees standing near the new
building met a similar fate. The fore
man of the factory was on the roof,
and warned the men of the coining
storm so that about thirty escaped.
When the cyclone reached the build-
ing It carried off the rafters and tiles
of the roof as if they had been mere
straws, and flung bricks and stones
like hlail hundreds of feet away. Not
a wall was standing after the cyclone
had passed.

Imprisoned in Crevasse.
To be Imprisoned for nine hours it

a crevice in the Alps was recently
the trying experience of a mountain-
eer. He was one of a party of three
tourists, who made an ascent of the
Rheinwaldorn. Reaching the sum-
mit (more than 11,000 feet above sea
level) at midday, the party after a
short rest began the descent roped
together. Before they had gone far
the man in the center broke through
a layer of snow which covered the
opening of a large crevasse, and it
was found impossible to drag hint up.
One by one his ice ax, hat, purse and
other belongings clattered away down
into the cold blue depths. ills com-
panions set off for help, and when a
rescue party eventually succeeded in
raising the unfortunate tourist to the
surface he was found to be half frozen.

Balloon Landed In Hospital.
A balloon was an unexpected visitor

at the Charite hospital, Paris, France,
the other day. Patients and attend-
ants were amazed to see the immense
air craft suddenly drop on the institu-
tion. For a moment the situation was
serious. Had anything caused the
balloon to explode there would have
been a terrible catastrophe. Fortu-
nately, this was averted. Firemen,
with hooks and ladders, were quickly
on the spot, and tore the gas bag to
pieces. The balloon had started early
in the morning but the wind was so
feeble that at noon the aerostat still
drifted lazily over Paris, and the
three unhappy aeronauts who occu-
pied it selected the hospital as the
least dangerous landing place.

Resourceful Chinaman.
A barricade of coffins saved the

city of Chang-Teh-Fu during the re-
cent terrible floods in China. When
the coolies who had been sent to
strengthen a gate deserted their task
before the inrushing floods an ener-
getic magistrate named Niao leaped
waist deep into the water, and by
causing coffins to be brought from the
United Benevolence hall and filling
then with bricks and any rubbish ob-
tainable, he made a barricade that ef-
fectually held back the torrent. This
official some time ago saved the city
from a rice famine and riot, and on
this occasion all the gentry and bust-
ness men went in a deputation to
thank him,

t

Red Tape In Germany.
An amusing instance of German red 0]

tape comes to hand. A few days
ago a little boy amused himself by
tearing up four ten-pfenning (two-
cent) stamps, and his father asked
at the postoffice whether he could bi
have them exchanged. The official 7
there said that only stamps to the
value of at least one mark (100 pfen- 1
ning) could be exchanged, and sug- or
gested that the man should wait un-
til more stamps were destroyed. In-
stead of doing this the father pur-
chased six more stamps and after r]
tearing them handed them back to a
the official, who gravely exchanged ro
them for ten new ones.
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FOUND HER ALONE AT LAST
Arbuthnot Witheredge Finally Finds

Opportunity to Speak to Miss
Genevieve Grandilot.

"Well," said Arbuthnot Witheredge,
"I am in luck to find you alone, this
evening."

"Oh," replied Benevieve Grandilot,
"do you consider it lucky to be alone
with me?"

"Why shouldn't I?"
"I-I don't know. I have never

thought about it before."
"Haven't you ever wished that you

and I might be all alone together?"
"Why should I wish that?"
"I don't know. I wish you had

wished it'"
"Have you ever wished it?"
"A great many times."
"Why?"
"Can you ask me why?"
"Perhaps I could-could guess."
"Would you care if I should tell

you why?"
"I-I don't know. Do you think I

ought to let you tell me why?"
"I wish you would. I am going to

tell you. It is because I-"
"Because you what?"
"I yonder if you will hate me after

I have told you? Rather than have
you decide that we can no longer be
friends, I would carry the secret to
my grave."

"Oh, please don't do anything like
that.. I am sure I shall not hate you.
I could never hate you, no matter
what happened."
"lo you mean that, Miss Grandilot
Genevieve?"

tOf course Why shouldn't I?"
"I shall risk all, then, and tell you.

I have wanted to he al ine with you
hreause -- lrecarrse I love you-because
I have wanted to askl you to be
mine!"

'T'hen the beautiful girl's mother
stole' away from her place behind the
curtain and tiptoed up the back
stairs.

Unconventionalities.
"No, I don't want any life insur-

ance, but you can go ahead and talk;
it makes me forget my toothache."

"Why, how do you do, Mr. De Trow?
I was just going out walking, but you
may stay if you like. Goodby."

"I've stopped at a good many hotels,
landlord, but yours is the worst I
ever saw."

"If you're only going to stay a week
with us, Aunt Abigall, I think maybe
we can stand it."

"Mr. Spoonleigh, sls told me to tell
you she's not going to come down;
you're not the young man she was ex-
pecting."

"Them hands o' your'n don't need
manicuring, sir; they need laundry-
Ing. Please close the door as you go
out."

WOULD TAKE CIGAR INSTEAD

0

Rev. Dryasdust-Young man, do you
duink?

Freshly-Not in business hours, old
map, but I'll take a cigar with you.

A Generous Interpretation.
"That man talks about himself con-

s stantly," said the young woman.
"Well," replied Miss Cayenne, "that

Isn't so bad. It prevents him from
talking about other people, and it
shows he is desirous of your good
opinion."

Was Exclusive.
Mr. Bilkins (a seaside cottager)-

I notice you always go to a private
bathing establishment. Why don'tYou bathe in the ocean?

Mrs. Bilkins-The ocean? Good-anes me! Why, all those hotel board
ere bathe in it.

Miscalculation.
"How stupid these men arel It

my master would have waited a
month or two, now he would have a tizroast fowl instead of a poached egg," po-P&le Male

SATISFACTORY METHOD OF
DISPOSING OF FARM SEWAGE

Ordinary Cesspool is Best and Cheapest Plan-Anyone WhoCan Pile One Stone on Top of Another Can Construct1; Tank, Which Should be Large Enough
to Hold One Day's `Refuse.

ountLT as
4 TIs

Well Arranged Cesspool fo r Se-waae-Cross actionw

Many have been deterred from hav-
ing bathrooms, etc., because of lack of
a way to dispose of the sewage. A
few have water systems installed, and
the waste has been run into streams
or old-fashioned cesspools, which are
dangerous things unless very far re-
moved from the water supply. A
proper cesspool is the best and cheap-
est method of disposing of the
sewage from the farm home. Do not
be scared out because some scientific
fellow has called what you want an
anaerobic tank or a septic tank. It is
really nothing mut a plain, ordinary
cesspool that does not "cess, " writes
Dr. E. M. Santee of New York in the
New England .Homestead. Anyone
who is able to pile one stone above
another can make one. It is a tank
made tight, so the liquids are held un-
til the fecal matter is converted into
Jiquids or gases by the growth of
bacteria that all fecal matter contains.

It should be large enough to hold
all of the sewage that accumulates in
a day from the home. It should be
made longer than wide. One should
never be made less than six feet long
by three feet deep and three feet
wide. This is large enough for a fam-
ily of six grown people. Add one
foot to the length for each additional
person. The secret of success lies in
the way that the sewage goes in and
how the clear water comes out. The
top of the tank should be below the
level of the point where the sewer
pipe leaves the cellar. As the inlet
pipe enters one end of the tank, it
should have an elbow that turns down
to within 18 Inches of the bottom.
This pipe should be four inches In
diameter and have tight joints. The
fall in it should be not less than one-
fourth inch to the foot.

The outlet pipe should dip down, so
that the inner end is 12 inches below
the top of the tank, and the outer end
should be only about one inch below
the top of the tank. This tank may
be located anywhere outside of the
cellar wall where the fall may be had.
The water from it has to be run into
a loose-jointed pipe about eight feet
long for each person in the family,
unless the soil be heavy clay, when
the length should be doubled. It
should be laid in a ditch 12 inches
deep. This pIpe should at least be
three inches in diameter, and larger
is better; it should have a fall of
about 1-32 of an Inch to the foot, and
may be located anywhere the soil is
loose. Avegetablo garden or a lawn
Is ideal for it. It should be connect- 1
ed with the overflow pipe by tight-
Jointed sewer pipe that has a fall of
not less than 1-16 inch to the foot.

The tank, when finished, should be
tightly covered, without ventilation. F
When it is working right there will 1
be a green scum on the surface of the I
liquids. It does not freeze in winter
because heat is generated in the de- t
composition, and the water that is I
constantly being emptied Into it is far t
above the freezing point. This sys- t
tem is not an experiment; it has been s
successfully used for many years. I

Provide a load of field stone, not
too large, a load of gravel, not too
coarse, five sacks of cement and a
box the right length for the family, n
three feet wide and three feet long, tI
with no bottom, and tile according to c
the distance away from the house. a
Dig a pit at least four feet deep, four h
feet four inches wide and 16 inches c,
longer than the box. The depth should ti
vary according to length of fall be- ti
tween the house and the disposal bi

POTATOES WIN FIRST PRIZE

All New England appreciates good
times. Here are some Good Times
potatoes, grown by Joseph D. and
Ross G. Wood of Windsor county, Vt.

1v r sewage-Gross aectiOn.

v- field, where the loose-Jointed pipe ii
of to be located.
A Mix half a bushel of cement witt
id three bushels of gravel. te sure thereis are no streaks In It when mixed,
re then add enough water to make a
e- rather thin paste. Mix thoroughly
A again, and, after placing a layer ol
p- stone in the bottom of the pit, throw
to in the concrete and level off. LetAt stand until the next morning and place
Ic the box an equal distance from each
,n bank of the pit. Cut holes In each end
is of box for inlet and outlet pipes, and
y place these pipes In position.
>s Put in a layer of stone around the
te outside of the box, and then a layer
e of mixed concrete, mixed as before.
e Alternate stone and concrete until the
k top of the box Is reached, the last
i- layer being concrete, so that it may
o be choked off level with the top of
if the box. Put the stone back from the
9. box and use spade or shingle as in
d the spring, so that the inside may be
n smooth. The top may be covered with
e plank or a concrete slab. The latter
d costs no more and is permanent. To

E make this slab make a box the size
of the outside of the tank and four
Inches deep. Put in about one Inch
in depth of concrete, made as before;

I lay in old pipe or old iron of any kind
about eight inches apart and extend-
i ng nearly across the box; then fill
up with concrete and stroke off level
with the edge of the box.

After the concrete is thoroughly dry
t remove the box from the pit, wet the
t inside walls and floor, mix some clear
*cement and water to the consistency
of batter, and, with a trowel, smooth
up the inside with this mortar; then
take an old whitewash brush and put
on a wash made of clear cement and
water about like thin cream. This
will make the inside smooth and wa-
ter-tight. Place the cover on, cover
it up, connect to the house plumbing
and the loose-Jointed pipe in the 12.
Inch ditch to the overflow'pipe; cover
all and allow the sewage from all
parts of the home to flow in.

Do not add disinfectants; they will
stop the action that is so necessary to
success. This tank will not have to
be cleaned, as all solid matter is de-
stroyed except the mineral portion,
which Is so small in farm sewage that
It would not amount to one-half inca
in depth in a year.

Turkey Breeding.
The turkey crop hatched previous

to June 1 should attain good growth
by the last of November, the cock
birds reaching ten or twelve pounds.

The turkey is not fully matured un-
til two years of age, and is In his
prime at three years, and nearly as
good at four years old. It is therefore
a mistake t. osell off all the older
birds and retain the young ones for
breeding purposes.

Young turkeys are of a delicate na-
ture until they are fully feathered and
have thrown out the red on their
heads, which usually occurs at about
three months of age. After that they
are hardy, and may be allowed unlim-
Ited range at all times.

Trees for Schoolchildren.
Stark lirothers, who own a large

nursery near Louisiana, Mo., gave to
the schoolchildren of nearby towns a
carload of fruit trees, all of which
were planted, and yet there were not
half enough to go around. The car
contained 4,000 apple trees, 2,500 pear
trees, 4,000 cherry trees, 2,000 peach
trees, 10,000 grapevines and 1,500 rose
bushes.

That is the name of the variety, sad
they attracted considerable attentio"
when displayed at the Vermont stat
fair, where they won first prise


