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CANVASSER MEETS HIS EQUAL
Aggresslve Sewing Machine Agent

Runs Into Undertaker and Il
Forced to Retreat.

He was a sewing machine agent of
the most aggressive type. For 20
minutes the lady of the house had
been awaiting an opportunity to say
phe already possessed one. At last
he paused. Only long enough, however, to thrust a card into the lady's
hand. The bit of pasteboard was cer
,tainly a novelty.

"My name is Sellum," it read, "of
he firm of Blang and Company, sew.

lng machine manufacturers, and I in.
nd to prove to you that it is mad

ess to deter purchasing one of our
unequaled machines." After a long
description of the machine came the
following: "You may plead that you
are unable to work a machine. I willremove that objection in 15 minutes
or in three lessons. Will call next
Wednesday."

When the agent called again a six.
toot man opened the door and bland.
1y remarked:

"You're the sewing machine man, I
suppose?"

"Yes, I called last week, and-"
"Yes, I know," interrupted the big

mnan. "You don't know me, I sup
pose? My name's Bury, of Bury and
Keepem, undertakers, and I intend tc
prove to you that it is madnes to de
for purchasing one of our unequaled
coMfns."

The agent began to edge away.
"You may plead that you are scarce

ly qualified for a coffin," the big man
went on. I will remove that objection
in ten seconds."

But the agent simply flew from the
house.

A Drifting Apart.
"Well, what did you think of Dr.

Plumper's sermon this morning?" ask-
ed Mrs. Poopleigh of Mr. Poopleigh,
as they were returning home.

"I'm afraid, my dear," said Mr.
Poopleigh, "that I failed to catch the
drift of his remarks."

"No doubt, no doubt," observed Mrs.
Poopleigh, in caustic tones. "And the
•reason why you failed to catch the
drift of Dr. Plumper's remarks was
probably because you yourself were
drifting toward Slumberland."

COULDN'T LOSE HIM.

Tom-She broke the engagement
Dick-What did Harry do?
Tom-He sent her a bill for the use

of the engagement ring for the time
they were engaged.

At Two In the Morning.
The Jolly Fellow (to the man above,

who has been dragged from his bed
by the wild ringing of his front door-
bell)-One of your windows is wide
open.

Mr. Dressing Gown-Thanks, awful-
ly, old man. Which one is it?

The Jolly Fellow-The one you have
your head out of. Ta ta!-Pearson's
Weekly.

Not Fishless.
Bill-Where have you been?
Bill-Fishing.
"Any luck?"
"Well, I'm taking home quite a few

fish."
"Where are they?"
"In my pocket. I stopped at the

store and bought a can of sardines."

An Encouraging Observation.
"The prayers delivered at the great

conventions have been beautiful."
"Yes," replied the delegate. "I am

pleased to observe that our nation is
progressing in religious ideals. The
prayers were the only utterances that
met with unanimous approval."

Doctor's Revenge.
Landlady-You believe in mustard

plasters?
M. D.-Rather! I always order ?hem

for patients who call me out in the
middle of the night when there's aoth-
ing the matter with 'em.--The Scalpel.

SWEET MUSIC TO HIS EARS
Oratr's Revenge on Trousers Thal

Had Proved Treacherous at a
Most Important Time,

Uncle "Hank" Barnhart, who rep
resents part of the state of Indiana in
the lower house, shook the campho.
out of his dress suit one evening in
Preparation for a public address he
was booked for and discovered that
his figure had grown too prosperous
for the open-faced garb that had once
been ample and comfortable. It was
then too late to get another outfit, and
Barnhart thought that by breathing
only in the upper parts of his lungs
he might avoid catastrophe.

About five minutes before he was
going on the stage where the speak-
ing was to take place, Barnhart heard,
felt and otherwise became conscious
of that lugubrious ripping action of
trousers that one has outgrown. It
was an exciting moment. There was
no Retail Dress Suit agency in town,
and no time to send out a hurry call
to such a plant if there had been. The
best that Barnhart could do was to get
a man to pin the hiatus together, and
then murmur a prayer that no cata-
clysm should occur.

By standing sway-backed, Uncle
Hank got through his part of the ex-
ercises without mishap. His perspira-
tory glands were overtaxed, so great
was his apprehension, but the pins did
their work well, and when he retreat-
ed he did so in good order.

Then what do you suppose Barnhart
did? He retired to a secluded corner
back of the stage, raised himself to
his full height and then bent over and
tried to touch his fingers to the floor
without bending his knees. Again he
heard a large fissure making its way
up and down the seams in those com-
modious trousers.

"Rip, goldarn you," said Barnhart,
"and see if I care!"
"Ah, but 'twas music," says Barn-hart, telling about it, "to hear that

low, ripping sound, knowing full well
that there was no one around to see."

First Wireless Apparatus.
As wireless telegraphy grips the

imagination of men more and more by
its ever growing wonders, so does the
marvel increase that its inventor de-
veloped and achieved his epoch-mak-
ing idea when he was in age but a
schoolboy, expected to do no more
than study his lessons and enjoy him.
self. Guglielmo Marconi studied at
the universities of Bologna and Padua,
and when only fifteen years old, on
his father's estate near Bologna, Italy,
plunged enthusiastically into the
dreamland of electricity. In the course
of the next few years he headed
straight for one of its great mysteries,
the so-called Hertzian waves, or elec.
trical impulses which could travel
through air without the use of a wire.
In 1895 when he was only twenty
years old, his advanced knowledge on
this obscure subject inspired him with
the theory that these waves could be
sent out and received at will, and in
that year he had constructed the first
wireless apparatus, whose efficiency
astonished even his enthusiasm.-F,
Minturn Sammis in the Popular Me
;hanics Magazine.

Noted Men Plant Trees.
Reforestation of the Capitol grounds

by prominent statesmen is the latest
fad at Washington. The old German
custom of planting a tree every time
one is destroyed has been inaugu-
rated, and there is a rush among con.
gressmen for planting privileges.

A purple beach that grew in north-
ern New York, near the home of
Vice-President Sherman now adorns
the capitol grounds, near Delaware
avenue and B street northeast, at the
brow of the hill on the north drive.

Other public men, including Speak.
er Clark, former Speaker Cannon and
a number of prominent candidates,
"il be invited to plant trees, and
there promises to be a lively arbor
campaign. Among the trees that will
be planted are the walnut, hickory
and red oak, each man selecting the
tree under which he loved to linger
in his boyhood.

Superintendent Elliott Woods is pro.
viding photographs of the recent tree
planting, to be filed away with the of-
ficial records, and reforestation is now
having its innings on the capitol
grounds.-News Letter.

Writer's Cramp a Misnomer.
Medical authorities now claim that

"writer's cramp" and other similar
states of apparent muscular paralysis
are actually due, not to the tiring of
the muscles, but to brain fag. It ap-
pears that the particular part of the
brain which controls special combina-
tions of muscle action, such as the
movements of writing or the working
of a telegraph key, tends to become
more quickly exhausted in some indi.
viduals than in others. Such exhaus-
tion leads to a state in which the
brain is actually unable to send out
its necessary messages to the hands
and fingers to write, tap a key, hold
a violin bow, etc. Furthermore, once
the'nerve cells, the "batteries" of the
brain, get thoroughly run down, it is
not easy to restore their energy. Here-
tofore it has been supposed that all
troubles of the kind were due simply
to overtiring of the muscles con-
cerned.

Result of Investigation.
A little six-year-old came to her

grandfather with a trouble weighing
on her mind.

"Aunt says the moon is made of
green cheese, and I don't believe itt"

"Why not?"
"Because I have been looking in the

Bible and found out that the moon is
not made of green cheese, for themoon was. made before the cows."

It is perfectly natural for a fastid!
ous woman to worry about the looks
of her hands when she is so placed
that she must do hard and dirty
work. The hand that shows the signs
'of domestic drudgery does not add to
a woman's charm, while the one that
looks as if it was lain in pink cotton
all its life does. Yet the working hand
can show a deal more character than
the soft, pink-tipped, unused one, and
the energetic housewife, with a mini-
mum of daily care, can keep her hands
in better shape.

Much of the beauty of the hands
will depend upon the quality of the
soap used for the toilet, and as to that
the housekeeper's hands would re-
spond far more quickly to her little
moments of daily care if she used a
fairly good soap for her housecleaning.
The cheap soaps supplied for house-
keeping are strong with alkali, and
their constant use will ruin the best
skin. To preserve and promote the
whiteness and delicacy of the hand
skin, a mild emollient soap containing
much oil is needed, at least for the
toilet. A cake of old castile soap,
shaved to a powder and then boiled
to a Jelly, makes a very gentle and
thorough cleanser for the hands. A
finer soap is made of the best white
curd soap and old castile, in the pro-
portion of one-seventh of the latter
to six-sevenths of the former. This
can be perfumed and made further
helpful with the addition of one ounce
of essential oil of almonds to four and
a half pounds of the soap.

The dish pan must answer for many
sins, for through constant immersion
in hot, greasy water hands once pretty
are ruined every day. When the house-
keeper goes from hot water to cold,
too, she does her hands a still greater
injury, for the sudden change of tem-
perature is very baleful in its effect.
Rheumatism is caused in this way as
well as salt rheum and a score of
other hand annoyances. The skin
hardens and discolors and the hands
soon look weather-beaten and old. As
to dish washing with the bare hands,
it is sheer nonsense, and the house-
keeper who "washes up" "in this man-
ner deserves pretty much all she gets.
The drug store and the other shops
have rubber gloves for this very pur-
pose, dish mops are cheap and by
making a little pad for the neceasary
holding of the dish while it is being
mopped the hands can come through
a dish washing spree without the least
injury. Have two pans of water, one
for washing and one for rinsing, and
then let the dishes drip dry in one of
the metal racks sold so cheaply. They
will be cleaner than if wiped and the
hands will eat a littl] •xtra rFnt Rga,
them all you can-it is your duty.

For this dishwashing with gloves,
for dusting and all other "redding
up," the hands are helped if they are
greased before the gloves are donned.
When putting up fruits they are saved
a lot of staining if they are first an-
nointed in this way, for the emollient
used sinks into the skin and so keeps
the stain from becoming deep seated.

When a party is imminent and the
housekeeper feels that she must give
her hands an extra beautifying so that
she will look well in her short-sleeved
frock, after giving her hands and arms
q thorough scrubbing let her rinse
them off in a bowl of fresh water con-
taining a teaspoonful of benzoin,
which bleaches the skin to some ex-
tent almost instantaneously. If the'
hands are browner than the arms, pay
more attention to them, rubbing the
benzoin water well into the skin, but
seeing, too, that it is not strong
enough to bite. Then go over the
hands with the skin of a freshly-cut
cucumber, rinse off the juice, dry the
hands partly and then rub in a deli-
cate hand lotion such as is made by
six parts of rosewater to one of glyc-
erin. The lotion will plump the skin
and add to its whiteness. It will also
help to keep on the powder, if that is
to be used on the hands and arms.

Compact Folding Table.
For the small apartment where

every inch of space must be econo.
mized, there is no piece of furniture
to equal the folding table, which when
closed may be placed almost flatly
against a wall.

When opened this table shows a
flat surface, covered with baize or
morocco, on which a tea tray may be
set or a four-handed game of cards
played. Through its center this top
is invisibly hinged and has two flat
lids, one of which, when raised, dis-
closes a shallow box containing an
entire sewing equipment.

The other side is fitted with a com-
plete writing desk set in addition to
a blotter pad, next to which are
sunken grooves for pens and pencils
and atthe two upper corners wells for
ink and paste. o

To Cut Thin Materials.
Great difficulty is often experl-

enoed when cutting thin materials,
such as chiffon, net and maline.

If the material is pinned to paper
t will remain firm, and the trouble
till be overcome.

WORKED NEW VACATION IDE
Western Woman "Hired Out" to He

Husband, and Is Enthuslastie
Over the Result.

-

The following letter was written b
a woman who lives on a farm in Wyc
ming:

"To begin with, then, rm a rasnh
er's wife, and was a farmer's daughter
so I know what it means to get uj
early and work till late. I've read a
great deal about vacations, but no
much about vacations for the womai
on the ranch.

"Most women who live on a sanc
know something about horses, and ca.
harness and drive a team. Now every
one knows that to people who have
always worked with their hands idle
ness is not rest, and that reereatior
comes quicker and surer from a change
of work; so I 'hired out' to my hus
band.

"We have 75 acres of alfalfa, and
here in the west men are scarce and
wages are high, so I hired a girl to do
the housework and take care of the
children, while I donned a pair of
overalls, a Jumper, a broad-brimmed
hat and a pair of stout gloves, and
went forth to take my vacation.

"The first day I mowed, and the
first night I kicked levers and drove
horses all night. I wasn't so enthusi-
astic the second morning, but I mowed
some more, and raked some, and that
night I slept; and I slept every night
that followed during the harvest, for I
'stayed with it' till the hay was in the
stack, doing team work altogether, and
when we were through my husband
said I was 'the best man on the job.'

"I was decidedly a better woman,
for I had gained five pounds of flesh,
stronger nerves, harder muscles, and a
coat of tan that hasn't all worn off
yet.

"I told the girl that I was not to be
consulted about anything, so I shifted
the whole responsibility of the house-
hold and did just as the men did;
washed, ate my meals, and then rest
ed till time to start to work again.

"My girl cost me four dollars per
week and I made $12, which left me a
clear gain of eight dollars per week
in cash, besides the other good things.
I felt so rested when I took up the
reins of the household again that
what had before been a task was now
a pleasure. Really, it did seem good
to cook a meal once more, and I had
not thought it possible."-Woman's
Home Companion.

Had Given Him Wrong Banner.
Charles R. Holden told the following

story at a banquet given to some law-
yers and their wives at Chicago:

"A prominent educator of a co-edu-
cational institution recently told with
evident appreciation the following
experience of a prominent professor
of a celebrated university in New York
city:

"The professor is blessed with a par-
ticularly energetic and progressive
wife, who is a leader in the suffra-
gette movement. When the recent
demonstrative procession was organ-
ized in New York she insisted upon
the professor adding his influence to
the movement by participating in the
procession. He yielded and set out.
The wife's prominence in the move-
ment gave her a place in the review-
Ing stand and she was mortally chag-
rined to see the professor, shame
faced, straggling along, carrying his
hanner in such a drooping and care-
less way that she could not even see
what was upon it.

"At the first opportunity her re-
proaches fell fierce and fast on the
professor, who finally managed to
break in with, 'But, my dear, my dear,
you really must not blame me; I had
an awful time. What do you think
that banner was? Imagine! It was
a most horrible cartoon of a whisky-
soaked and bedraggled bum with the
motto, "This man can vote, why can't
I?"'"

The Weak Spot.
All the day's provisions exoept th.

butter were ordered by telephone. The
housekeeper came to the store to pick
that out herself.

"That is a peculiarity of many
women," said the grocer. "No matter
how long they have been trading with
a grocer or a butcher, no matter how
reliable they may know him to be,
they make a hobby of one pertain com-
modity on which they distrust his
judgment. Everything else may be
ordered by telephone or through the
clerks, but they insist upon coming
to the store and picking out that par-
ticular article. Some women want to
sort out the eggs, others must taste
and smell the butter, or maybe it is
the tea or the coffee or the cheese
they are suspicious about. It's a
queer notion. If they can trust us in
other things it stands to reason that
we'd give a square deal all the way
through, but these doubting Thomases
will take no chances."

Proper Credit Given to India,
The art of cementation, by which

iron is carburized and converted into
steel on heating in charcoal powder,
has been. investigated by Sir Robert
Hadfield in an ancient chisel of Cey-
lon, 1,500 years old or more, and he
confirms the claim of India to the dis-
covery that has done more than any
other to advance civilization.

The most complete collection of iron
and steel specimens from 1,200 to
1,800 years old is in the museum at
Colombo.

The famous pillar of Delphi is a
most notable ancient specimen of iron.
it is a mass of wrought iron welded
:nto a sold shaft 23 feet 8 inches long
nd weighing about six tons-a cred-
table piece of work of at least six-
apn centuries ago.
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m aterdarm Youths' Privilege for Din .Movey of Gunpowder Plo-En.

Joyed Nearly 800 Years
Of the many quaint and curious

eustomrs, traditions and privileges pre-
vailing in Holland none is more ex-
traordinary than a certain privilege
that has been enjoyed by the boys of
Amsterdam for nearly 800 years, the
Boston Evening Transcript remarks.

At a fixed time each summer these
boys gather by the hundreds in the
great square called the Dam, situated
in the center of the city. Each boy
has a drum slung over his shoulder.

Facing this square is the stock ex-
change, and on the occasion in ques-
tion just as soon as the day's business
is over as many of the boys as possi-
ble crowd into the building. They
prooeed to the floor of the exchange,
where, pursuant to this old custom,
they are permitted to march about,
singing and beating their drums.

The origin of this custom, it is said,
is as follows:

One afternoon of the year 1622 a
crowd of boys playing in the Dam lost
a ball in the canal that in those days
skirted one side of the square. One
of the lads, while climbing in among
the piles on which the building stood,
found instead of his ball a boat moor-
ed in a dark corner and loaded with
boxes of gunpowder. This showed
clearly enough what was afterward
ascertained with certainty, the inten-
tion of the Spanish conspirators to
blow up the stock exchange while it
was crowded, as it was every day,
with the leading citizens of the city.

The boy who stumbled upon the
gunpowder at once hurried to the
town authorities with his news. The
boatload of explosives was quietly
sunk in the canal and the Spanish
plqt thus frustrated.
When the burgesses asked the boy

what reward he desired for the serv-
ice he had rendered the town he re-
plied that so long as there was a
stock exchange in Amsterdam the boys
of the town would like to be permit-
ted to make the floor of the exchange
their playground during a certain
part of the year. The request was
granted; and so the custom survives.

PROIMPTER IS ALWAYS HANDY

Little Device Held In Hand Enables
One to Deliver Long Speech

Without Trouble.

Do you want to make a speech and
have your audience think that you're
so all-fired smart that you can quote
figures and facts without looking at
any notes? There's more ways than
one. Outside of learning your speech
"by heart," the best device is the
invention of a man in Australia. It
consists simply of a small metal case,
no larger than the metal matchbox
used.

A roller is at either end of the case
and one of the rollers is folding with

Ever-Ready Prompter.

paper on which appear the notes of
speech. The box is held in the palm
of the hand and people standing right
beside the orator would never sus-
pect its presence. The paper is un-
rolled either by pressure of the thumb
or by the manipulation of a milled
screw on one of the rollers.

Her Flowers Melted.
Little Minnie, who hbd been spend

ing the afternoon at a neighbor's, was
presented with a bouquet of beautiful
flowers. Upon her arrival at home
her mother told her to put them in a
vase filled with water and they would
keep fresh for several days. A few
days later Minnie appeared with the
wilted flowers in her hand and said:
"I dess I'll frow 'em away now, mam-
ma, 'cause they is all melted."

Low Down Dog.
Small Edna was out walking with

her mother when a dog with unusually
short legs passed them. "Mamma,"
said Edna, "did you ever see suech a
low down dog as that?"

PEN POINTT OF POWDER.

Pes for writing purposes are ,e
l manufatured todayr n Germany

by a prooes whleh is exeiting ourtl
osity. The trouble found with steetpens l• that they oxddise asily sad
the ink sticks to them. This fa hult
is not to be found with gold pee
but, on the other hand, these are too
ohaible to be etirely satisfaetory.
Moreover, in order to form a point
suitable for writing purposes, the
material of that part of the pen has
to be mixed with some hard metal
like Iridium, and this operation is
both complicated and expensive. The
new pen is of tantalum and comes
to the manufacturer in the form of
a black powder. The pen that is
made of this has the tenacity of steel
and the flexibility of gold -Harper's
Weekly.

FIRST CHERRY ORCHARD.

Cherries were first cultivated in
England about a century before Christ,
but the best modern species of fruit
were introduced into Kent from Plan-
ders about the beginning of the szix
teenth century. One of the very first
cherry orchards was that at Teyn-
ham, near Faversham, from which
much of Kent was afterwards supplied
and the "Garden of England" still
maintains its supremacy, the chief or-
chards being along the Kentish bor-
ders of the Thames, the Darent, and
the Medway. Bushino, Venetian am-
bassador at the court of James L.
relates that it was a favorite amuse-
ment In the Kentish garden to try
who could eat the most cherries, and
give details of one match wherein a
young woman won with 30 pounds at
t sitting.

GOT HIS LETTER MAILED.

To Joseph Fleet of a small town in
Illinois, fire and letter boxes look
alike. He had written to his wife in-
forming her of his intent to leave the
strenuous city of Chicago and return
to his own quieter territory; the letter
he slipped into the fire-alarm box! To
say the least the city was cross with

Aim. The mistake only caused a fire-
boat to steam down the river; swing
two lines of hose ashore; drew five
fire engine, two truck companies and
Fire Chief Beyferlich to the scene;
called out two fire insurance auto
patrols; stopped work on the part of
the office force in five big office build-
ings, and drew a crowd of 10,000 peo-
pie. What did Joseph Fleet cost the
city?

OLD SUPERSITIONS.

To the ancients an eclipse of the
sun was outside the law of nature, and
a presage of dire events. In Rome,
it was held to be blasphemy against
the gods to ascribe this event to nat-
ural causes, and among the pagan
peoples the inexplicable darkness that
blotted out the glory of the fire-ball,
the source of light and life was aso
companied by lamentations and hor'
rible fears. Even now in this mod.
ern world those Chinese who have not
cut off their pigtails and studied sci-
entifioc text books believe that great
dragons are trying to devour the sun,
and with braszen pots they make ter'
rifcl noise to scare away those mon.
stars.

TELEGRAPH BOY STEEPLEJACK.

An English telegraph boy named
Woolaston of Brockham, Surrey, has
recently attained local fame. He was
entrusted with a telegram addressed
to the foreman of a firm of contrac-
tors who were repairing the village
church spire. When the boy arrived
at the church the foreman was at the
top of the scaffolding which sur-
rounded the steeple. The lad would
not part with the telegram, but as-
cended the scaffolding and delivered
it to the man to whom it was ad-
dressed. The reply was written at an
altitude of some 150 feet, and Wollas-
ton made the descent without assis"
tance.

"Under Way."
No doubt originally the expression

had to do with weighing anchor, and
the progress given to the ship by haul-
ing her up to the anchor being con-
tinued by wind or stream. Probably
"under weigh" was more correct. But
today the above spelling is usually
adopted. Quite recently in a London,
England, court, Judge Lumley Smith,
K. C., when trying a collision case,
asked if there was any authoritative
way of spelling "under way" or "under
weigh"-which was accurate? The
leader of the admiralty bar at the
court, answered that for many years
the word had been spelled "under
way," and he believed that was gen-
erally accepted in official quarters.

CURE FOR IDIOCY.

A remarkable operation has just
ben performed with great success on
an imbecile child of Professor Erwin
Payr, director of the surgical clinic
attached to the University of Leipsic,
Saxony. The professor planted a
piece of the thyroid gland taken from
a healthy child born of a healthy
mother intothe liver of an imbecile
child, who immediately afterward be.
an to improve in intelligence, which
steadily increased until a complete
cure was effected and the patient was
discharged from the clinie,


